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1867. 

17th  April,  Hamilton  Hotel,  Delhi. — Mons.  Thiers'  Amerioan 
exclamation  in  summing  up  the  political  blunders 
of  the  Emperor  Louis  Napoleon,  in  his  late  speech 
in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  II  n^y  a  plus  une  seule 
faute  a  commetre,  has  been  telegraphed  from  Paris 
to  America  by  a  clever  Yankee,  thus,  "  All  the 
blunders  are  completely  used  up  '*  ! 

Ranken,  who  has  charge  of  our  depot  at  Jubbul- 
pore,  is  desirous  of  a  system  of  regular  annual  Nnjje  h 
reliefs  of  the  Nujjeebs  out  on  our  command  parties.  ^^^®^"- 
The  objection  to  this  is,  that  the  arrangement,  as 
a  hard  and  fast  rule,  would  bring  work  by  command 
parties  to  a  standstill  during  the  long  time  required 
for  the  reliefs  to  reach  their  several  destinations, 
our  strength  being  too  limited  to  admit  of  the  places 
of  the  several  relieved  and  relieving  parties  being 
meanwhile  supplied. 

In    the   troublesome   criminal    statistics   I   am  The 
additionally  charged  with,  for  the  nine  administra-  a  Jain 
tions    forming   British    territory,    and    am    now    "®'  * 
engaged  in  preparing   by  slow   degrees  for   the 
three  years  for  which  they  are  due  (1864,  1865, 
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1866,)  there  occurs  to-day,  a  propos  to  what  I 
have  said  of  Mr.  Reily's  special  work  down  in 
Bengal  (p.  450,  vol.  i.,)  the  following  harrowing  tale 
of  a  case  of  Thuggee  by  poisoning^  one  of  the  series 
inquired  into  and  unravelled  by  him.  There  was 
a  Jain  temple  at  Pandooke^  near  Bhaugulpore^  in 
Bengal.  The  two  servants  of  it  were  discovered 
one  morning,  now  kicking  about  on  the  ground,  now 
reeling  about  as  if  intoxicated  and  pdgul  or  mad- 
like,  while  the  head  priest  or  Poqjdree  himself, 
was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  Three  days  subse- 
quently his  corpse  was  found  in  a  pit  or  dry  well, 
about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  temple.  The 
medical  evidence  pointed  to  poison  as  the  probable 
cause  of  the  man's  death,  but,  as  in  all  cases  of 
vegetable  poisoning,  the  venom  was  not  discover^ 
able  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach.  The  two 
drugged  servants — who  recovered — were,  with 
two  others,  charged  with  the  murder,  but  were 
acquitted.  In  their  defence  they  attributed  the 
deed  to  two  pilgfrims  who  had  slept,  they  declared, 
at  the  temple  that  night — that  they  had  not  only 
poisoned  them,  but  were  also  the  murderers  of  the 
priest.  And  there  the  case  had  for  some  time 
been  left.  In  the  coxurse  of  Mr.  Reily's  inquiries 
into  the  cases  of  poisoning  so  prevalent  at  that 
time  in  that  direction  {vide  p.  38,  vol.  i.,)  a  man 
named  Phoolchund  was  arrested  as  one  of  a  gang 
of  professional  poisoners  charged  in  several  other 
cases  of  murder.  He  confessed,  and  included  in 
his  confessions  his  compHcihj  in  the  murder  of  the 
priest ;  and,  in  the  list  of  his  accomplices,  he  gav6 
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the  name  of  a  man,  one  Phddoo  a  Ndpit  (barber 
caste,)  who  was  thereupon  arrested,  and  both  he 
and  the  other  were  formally  admitted  as  approvers. 
According  to  them,  the  case  happened  in  this  wise. 
They  and  some  others  (of  whom  one,  Gopaul,  was 
the  personal  friend  of  the  priest,  for  whom  he 
used  to  read  and  write,  whose  debts  he  used  to 
collect,  and  whose  property  he  was  left  in  charge 
of,  even  to  the  keys  of  his  treasure,  when  the 
Poojaree^  a  time  back,  went  to  Patna  to  marry,) 
together  proceeded  by  concert  one  evening,  some 
in  a  bollock  cart  others  on  foot,  "  to  make  an 
offering  to  the  Thdkoor^*  or  idol  in  the  temple. 
Some  sweetmeats  were  purchased  for  the  purpose, 
which  being  brought  to  a  garden  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, were  divided  into  four  parts,  and 
placed  in  four  dhonas  (a  kind  of  box  formed  of 
leaves,  in  which  sweetstuffs  meant  for  presenta- 
tion are  usually  carried.)  The  man  Gopaul  now 
mixed  some  powdered  datoora  seed  or  booJcni, 
in  the  meats  in  one  of  those  receptacles,  and 
handed  it  over  to  the  head  man  of  the  gang, 
one  Chutturdhdriy  as  the  proposed  offering.  The 
latter  accompanied  by  Gopaul  and  another  named 
Juggumdth  (escaped  into  Nipdl,)  tendered  it  to  the 
priest,  who  presented  it  in  due  form  to  the  idol, 
and  then,  as  was  usual,  began  to  divide  it 
among  the  three.  They  persuaded  him  to  keep 
the  whole  of  it  for  himself,  as  they  had  three 
other  dhmias  for  themselves.  The  priest  there- 
upon ate  some  of  the  drugged  sweetmeat,  and 
going  into  the  outer  courtyard,  gave  some  of  it  to 
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the  two  temple  attendants.  This  at  about  seven 
o'clock  the  same  evening ;  and  the  poisoners 
lingered  in  the  precincts  of  the  temple,  on  the 
pretence  that  "  they  would  wait  to  hear  the 
Thakoor*s  evening  hymn."  In  the  darkening 
gloom,  just  before  the  night  lamp  was  lighted 
within  the  inner  shrine,  an  aged  woman,  almost 
the  last  act  of  devotion  of  the  closing  day,  crept 
in  to  be  advised  by  the  priest,  and  as  silently  stole 
away,  and  a  lame  old  man  struggled  up  to  offer  to 
the  idol  his  obeisance  and  salutation,  or  durshunj 
and  slowly  limped  out  again.  All  then  became 
silent  and  was  dark,  save  the  glimmer  from  the 
uncertain  night  light  within  the  innermost  recess 
of  the  idol's  sanctum.  And  now  soon,  the  priest 
became  insensible — and  as  the  two  drugged  atten- 
dants were  lying  in  the  outer  court  under  the  same 
influence,  and  the  two  or  three  other  usual  ser- 
vitors had  gone  away  to  a  distant  hurt-mela  or 
charity  fair,  the  lurking  wretches  decided  to  kill 
the  priest  outright  and  plunder  his  wealth  stowed 
away,  as  the  man  Gopaul  knew,  in  a  mdlkhdna 
or  secret  treasure-place  within  a  certain  inner 
room,  and  they  proceeded  to  carry  out  their  fell 
purpose  accordingly.  The  unconscious  priest  was 
lying  inside  of  the  inner  courtyard,  under  the 
verandah  of  the  shrine  itself.  One  scoundrel 
clutched  and  squeezed  his  throat,  another  sat 
heavily  upon  his  chest,  a  third  held  his  hands, 
while  a  fourth  horribly  trampled  where  of  itself  a 
fatal  result  might  be  reckoned  upon  :  "  The  priest 
did  not  speak,  but  flapped  about  his  hands  and 
feet,  and   that  was  why  his   hands  were   held." 
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The  helpless  victim  became  convulsed  and  died. 
Four  others  of  the  gang  then  lifted  away  the 
corpse,  while  the  others  plundered  the  treasure. 
They  brought  out  four  sacks  of  it,  "  each  about  a 
cubit  long,"  which  they  placed  within  the  cart 
outside,  one  of  which  sacks,  according  to  the  cart 
driver,  "  clinked  as  though  heavy  with  metal 
money."  The  latter  witness  saw  the  dead  body  as 
it  was  brought  out,  and  recognized  it  to  be  that  of 
the  priest.  The  case  was  tried  before  the  Sessions 
Judge  of  Bhaugulpore,  who  convicted  all  the 
prisoners  (seven  in  number,)  of  murder,  and  sen- 
tenced three  of  them  to  death  {Chutturdhdri,  Go- 
paul  and  Shmikur,)  and  the  other  four  to  transpor- 
tation for  life.  It  was  then  reviewed  on  appeal 
before  the  High  Court  at  Calcutta,  the  Judges  being 
Messrs.  Norman  and  Gem^ge  CampbeLly  the  appealing 
convicts  being  represented  by  two  able  leading 
members  of  the  Calcutta  Bar,  Mr.  Montriou  and 
Baboo  Aashotiish  Bhur.  The  appeal  resulted  in 
the  confirmation  of  the  conviction  and  sentence 
of  death  passed  upon  Chutturdhdri  and  Gopatdy  and 
of  the  sentence  of  transportation  for  life  upon  one 
man  only  of  the  other  group  of  convicts.  The 
other  prisoners  were  acquitted,  including  the  man 
Shunkur  who  had  been  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 
The  cartman  was  tried  as  an  accessory  after 
the  fact,  and  was  also  released.  In  concurring 
with  this  decision,  Mr.  Campbell  observed,  more  Onr 
sua :  **  I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  the  working  MTawet 
of  detective  departments,  and  I  well  know,  that  ^®®"^ 
while  well  worked  they  have  led  to  great  results, 
they  are  also  very  liable  to  abuse.     An  accepted 
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approver  regularly  employed  by  the  defendant,  a 
villain  of  the  deepest  dye  according  to  his   own 
showing  (a  favourite  and  oft-used  expression  by 
our  decriers,)  seems  to  the  people  to  have  life  and 
death  in  his  hands  ;  those  whom  he  denounces  are 
carried  before  a  dreaded  inquisitorial  tribunal,  and 
those  whom  he  spares  are  exempted.**     Mr.  Camp- 
bell, as  Judicial  Commissioner  for  Oudli^  has  had 
several  of  our  cases  before  him  (of  trials  upon  the 
committals  of  Chamberiain,  my  assistant  at  Luck- 
now,)  and  I  do  not  remember  that  he  was  at  all 
seriously  opposed  to  any  of  them,     l^on  tali  auxUio 
— the  occasion  requires  other  aids — I  would  say  of 
ordinary  police  procedure  when  advocated  against 
our  special  operations,  and  have  said,  and  Sleeman 
before   me,  on   all   such   occasions ;  and  I   would 
merely  point  to  the   enormity  of   the  crimes  the 
special  detective  police  are  employed  to  put  down^ 
ex  gr.y  the  terrible  tragedy  just  narrated,  one  only 
of  a  vast  number  !    No  one,  moreover,  has  been  able 
to  devise  a  better  plan  for  putting  down  the  evil 
than  the  course  pursued  by  the  Thuggee  Depart- 
ment— and  as  to  the  employment  by  us  of  approvers 
("  a   coarse    means,"    as   I   have   myself    always 
admitted,  but  capable  of  being  safeguarded,)  it  is 
a  well-known  maxim  that  the  best  governments  are 
often  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  worst  means  on 
unusual  occasions,  when  they  would  not,  as  I  have 
often  replied,  wantonly  subject  peaceable  people  to 
the  oppression  and  cruelties  of  the  lawless.*     I  do 

^  P.S. — A  police  system  is  essentially  of  an  arbitrary  and  dee* 
potic  character.     From  the  operation  expected  of  it,  and  it  is 
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not,  however,  perceive  the  contention  in  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's  observation  as  to  the  implied  jt?7-evious  employ- 
ment by  the  defendant  Chutturdhdri,  of  the  approvers 
in  the  case  referred  to,  while  they  were  yet  at  large, 
and  were  not  yet  approvers.  Both  of  the  approvers 
concerned  in  the  case,  were  members  of  the  gang, 
and  they  of  course  were,  equally  with  every  other 
member  of  it,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  leaders 
of  it,  and  would  do  ordinary  offices  for  them ;  and 
it  does  not,  too,  seem  that  either  of  them  at  all 
spared  the  two  leaders  themselves  when  giving  evidence 
in  a  Court  of  Justice  !  Chutturdhdri^  the  chief 
ruffian,  would  seem  to  have  waxed  wealthy,  and  to 
have  acquired  influence  at  Bhaugulpore  conse- 
quent on  his  ill-gotten  gains,  and  to  have,  after  the 

susceptible  of,  it  shonld  be  more  properly  regarded  as  an  appen- 
dage only,  to  the  more  regular  system  of  judicial  administration. 
This  was  the  opinion  of  a  high  judicial  authority  :  *'  Its  perfecti- 
liility,  in  fact,  is  irreconcilable  with  the  existence  of  institutions 
which  protect  the  rights  of  individuals  in  free  countries ;  so  that 
we  find  a  weU-orgauized  and  perfect  police  only  in  those  states 
where  arbitrary  principles  of  government  permit  its  free  and 
unobstructed  range — yet  even  in  the  metropolis  of  the  British 
Empire,  where  there  exists  such  a  jealousy  in  respect  to  personal 
restraint,  probably  not  a  day  passes  in  which  some  act  is  not 
committed  by  the  subordinate  ministers  of  our  police,  in  viola- 
tion, strictly  speaking,  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject In 

criticizing  a  system  of  police,  as  icell  as  a  system  of  summary 
jurisdiction  which  partakes  of  the  same  arbitrary  complexion,  we 
must,  especially  in  countries  like  India,  rather  look  to  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  the  system,  than  consider  it  as  a  regular  theory 
of  government  to  be  judged  according  to  the  principles  which 
constitute  the  basis  of  what  is  popularly  uuderstood  by  the  term 
law.  The  case  is  indeed  differerd  when  express  legislative  provi- 
sions **  (ex  gr.,  the  special  laws  for  the  suppression  of  Thuggee, 
Dacoity  and  other  professional  criminal  classes,)  '*  regidate  any 
part  of  this  otherwise  irregular  system,^* — Sir  Edward  West  to  the 
grand  jury  at  Bombay. 
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murder,  been  even  employed  as  a  MoohhteaTj  or 
estate  agent,  where  he  resided.  Both  condemned 
men,  Chutturdhdri  and  Gopaul^  .were  hanged  in 
sight  of  the  turrets  of  the  temple  where  they  had 
murdered  the  priest.  I  regretted,  however,  the 
respite  and  release  of  the  rest  of  their  convicted 
associates. 

c^^'  .  To  Madam  Bishop's  concert  again — a  very  thin 
attendance — few  here  being  able  to  afford  five 
rupees  for  a  ticket  of  admission. 

18/A  April,  Hamilton  Hotel,  DelhL — The  weather 
still  stormy,  and  consequently  still  in  a  measure  cool, 
for  it  has  not  yet  been  so  very  hot  as  it  was  where 
I  was  this  time  last  year,  or  as  the  year  before. 

py^rmi  -^  ^®^y  large  concourse  of  Hindoo  pilgrims  has 
been  flocking  to  the  great  periodical  fair  now  being 
held  at  Hurdivdr,  the  great  "gate  "  of  the  Ganges, 
or  point  where  the  Ganges,  after  tortuous  and 
difficult  course  through  the  mountainous  regions 
of  the  Himalaya,  first  enters  the  plains.  The  river 
is  veiled  in  snow  and  ice,  and  lost  to  sight  and  to 
all  perception,  at  a  point  two  or  three  miles 
above  Gungotri,  its  outlet.  This  disappearance 
of  it  being  regarded  as  mysterious,  the  name  of 
Bharjirdlhi  became  attached  to  the  imperceivable 
portion  of  the  river,  and   it  was  given   out  that 

•wttie  this    Bhagirathi  formed  a  junction    imderground, 

^^^^^  and  was  married  to  the  Ganges  once  every  twelve 
years.  The  supposed  event,  professed  to  be  care- 
fully brought  down  from  the  remotest  times,  is 
taken  occasion  of  for  the  assemblage  at  Hurdwar, 
of  a   vaster   concourse   of  devotees  than    at   the 
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usual  annual  fairs  held  at  the  same   place.     On 
the  first  occasion  of  the  declared  union,  the  name 
of   the   lost  river  was  transferred  to  the  Ganges 
itself,   which  was   consequently  itself   called   the 
Bhagirathiy  that  name  attaching  to  it  along  almost 
its   entire  course   from    Gungotri  till   nearly   the 
Soondurbuns  below  Calcutta,  and  from  end  to  end 
thereof  was  declared  to  be  sacred  and  holy ;  but 
Gunga  is   its  more  common  name.     So  much  for 
the  superstition  or  fable.     But  in  point  of  fact  the 
priestly  Brahmin  astronomers  computed  (I  believe 
correctly,)     that     Jupiter    was    in     Aries    when 
the   Sim  entered    Aquarius,   or  "  JToomfcA,"   every 
twelfth  year;   and   they   ordained  therefore,  that 
the   occasion  should   be  held  as   auspicious,  and 
ablution  in  the  waters  of  the  sacred  river  be  per- 
formed  preferably  at  Hurdwar,  where  the   river 
first  issued   to  accessible  regions  ;    or  if  the  dis- 
tance to   that  place  were   too  great,  then  at  the 
other   points  of  the  holy  stream  usually  resorted 
to.     Thus  there  is  a  greatly  increased  gathering 
of  people  at  Hurdwar  from  all  parts  every  twelve 
years,  and  particularly  of  Jogees^  Gosdens,  Byrdgees^ 
and   all   of    that    sort.     The    "  Koombh^^   as   the 
period   is  called,    that    is,    of    the    sun    entering 
Aquarius,  being  propitiated  then  this  year,  owing 
to  the  commonly  believed  recurring  imdergroimd 
junction  of  the  two  rivers  (to  go  back  to  the  fable,) 
a  vast  mass  of  pilgrims  is  now  collecting  at  Hurd- 
war to  celebrate  the  occasion  of  the  "  Koombh-kd- 
mela^^  or  twelfth-year  fair,  the  sign  of  Aquarius 
being  designated  Koombh  or  the  Water- pot^  by  the 
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Hindoos.     Owing    to    the   massing   of    so    many 
people,  cholera  has  broken  out  among  them,  and 
Cholera     precautions  are  adopted  by  the  civil  authorities  of 
tione.       Delhi  to  prevent  the  pilgrims  from  returning  by 
this  way.     The  ferries  across  the  Jumna  have  con- 
sequently been  closed,  and  the  railway  authorities 
been  asked  to  close  also  their  third-class  carriages. 
\Wi  April,  Hamilton  Hotel,  Delhi. — Good  Friday. 
My  oflSce  people  have  leave  to-day.     Others    re- 
joice in  holidays  :  I  begrudge   them — they   occur 
Preqnent  so  frequently.     For  not  only  do  our  mixed  lot  of 
nays.       oflSce    employees,    expect    to    be    indulged    with 
leave,  both  on  their  own  and  on  the  great  days 
observed    by  each   other,    Cht-iitiaiij   Mahomedan, 
and  Hindoo,  but  additional  leave  to  perform  shrdd 
or   propitiation   for   the  manes  of  deceased  rela- 
tions ;  and  on  occasions  of  certain  new  moons,  of 
eclipses   of    sun    or  moon,  of  appointed  religious 
festivals,  of  a  relative's  marriage,   or   someone's 
illness  or  death,  leave  is  also  eagerly  sought  and 
often  granted  ;  and  this  throws  work  into  arrears. 
Taking  the  officially  recognized  holidays  through- 
out the  year  allowed  all  round,  I  have  made  it  a 
plan  with  ray  own  establishment,  to  allow  no  more 
than  elrrcn  days  for  such  occasions  throughout  the 
year  for  each  set  of  employees,  and  that  no  leave  will 
be  granted  as  a  matter  of  course,  on  the  holidays  of 
one  another  :  for  they  also  get  our  Sundays,  and  the 
usual  half-holiday  on  the  last  Saturday  of  every 
month,  as  well  as  on  our  own  appointed  days. 

To   church  in  the  morning.     The   monotonous, 
ever-swinging    punkah    makes    one    drowsy,   let 
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a  preacher  be  ever  so  energetic.  Some  attempt 
to  produce  "  hot  crossed  buns "  at  the  Hotel 
to-day. 

20f&  JpnV,  Hamilton  Hotels  Delhi. — A  kind  letter  qut 
from  the  Maharajah  of  Jeypore,  sending  me  "  y^^^^^aphii. 
own  portrait,  one  of  myself,  and  another  of  Colonel 
Eden,"  as  photographed  by  himself  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  (vide  p,  84,  vol.  i.,)  adding :  " I  have 
not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  since  you 
left  Jeypore.  Is  it  '  Out  of  sight,  out  of  mind '  ?  '* 
He  signs  his  name  in  English,  8.  Ram  Sing — the 
letter  S  standing,  I  suppose,  for  Shree^  a  name  of 
Lukshmee,  the  goddess  of  liick^  and  supposed  to  be 
an  auspicious  prefix  to  proper  names.  Written  at 
the  head  of  a  native  manuscript,  as  it  usually  is, 
and  always  used  to  be  atop  of  our  own  ofiicial  ver- 
nacular papers,  it  is  an  invocation  of  that  deity. 

2l8t  Aprils  Hamilton  Hotel,  Delhi. — Easter  Sun- 
day. To  church.  There  was  a  goodly  atten- 
dance. 

22nd  Aprilf  Hamilton  Hotel,  Delhi. — The  first  of 
the  milestones  leading  out  of  Delhi  along  the 
grand  trunk  road,  in  the  direction  of  Kurndl,  was 
observed  this  morning  to  be  smeared  with  a 
reddish  colour.  This  has  lately  happened  at 
Meerut  and  other  places,  and  on  the  gateway 
pillars  of  European  Residents — the  work,  I  appre- 
hend, of  local  Budmaashees  whose  object  is  to 
create  a  sense  of  something  being.intended.  I  give 
it  no  other  importance.*     The  Mutiny  is  too  recent 

*  P.S. — It  is  an  old  way  of  desecrating  slabs,  posts,  boundary 
pillars  and  such  like,  regarded  to  be  held  inviolate,  to  daub  them 
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to  be  re  adily  forgotten,  or  for  any  attempt  to 
re-enact  anything  in  that  way  so  soon.  Here- 
after we  may  look  for  its  recurrence.  When  the 
Russians  are  in  full  march  upon  our  frontiers  and 
the  Affghans  possibly  have  joined  on  to  them,  we 
may  look  out  for  interior  convulsions.  Meanwhile 
let  us  govern  these  discordant  populations  strongly 
and  well,  and  subjection  will  continue  till  the 
girdish  owhdt^  or  "  turn  of  the  times,"  comes  round. 
"  It  is  our  nature  and  temperament  to  feel  that  we 
are  ruled," — tuhookkum  hoordun^  was  the  expression 
used — said  an  old  Native  Irregular  Horse  oflScer  to 
NmtiTe  °^®  ^^^  night  march  lately.  "  Be  just  (he  advised,) 
how-to  ^^^  ^®  considerate  as  you  may — but  you  must  still 
TOTern  \^q  zubber-dust " — which  perhaps  meant  a  little  more 
than  all-powerful  or  vigorous.  There  is  a  leaven  in 
the  expression,  of  the  oriental  maxim,  "  Never 
mind  how  strong — but  strong  " — a  little  of  kind- 
ness, but  something  of  mind  : — 

**  Tender- handed  stroke  a  nettle, 

And  it  stings  you  for  your  pains ; 
Grasp  it  like  a  man  of  mettle, 

And  it  soft  as  silk  remains; 
'Tis  the  same  with  common  natures — 

Use  *em  kindly,  they  rebel ; 
But,  be  rough  as  nutmeg-graters, 

Ajid  the  rogues  obey  you  well." 

We  have  had  storm  and  rain  off  and  on,  and  I 
have  not  felt  at  all  so  scorched  to-day  while  seated 
at  work  in  the  very  sunny  verandah  off  my  room 
at  the  Hotel. 

with  messy  stuff.  Oil  mixed  with  Sirdhoon^  a  sort  of  ochre,  is  the 
smudge  generally  used  when  a  worse  defilement  should  not  be 
adopted. 
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23rc?  Aprils  Hamilton  Hotel,  Delhi. — The  Ghats  or 
ferries  across  the  Jumna  at  Delhi,  had  been  closed 
to  prevent  pilgrims  from  the  Hurdwar  Fair  from 
entering  the  city,  and  vast  crowds  of  them  thus 
cut  off  had  collected  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river.  Through  some  misunderstanding  the  inter-  Fenrieg 
diction  to  cross  over  was  removed  at  ten  o'clock  last 
night,  and  before  the  mistake  could  be  rectified, 
quite  20,000  of  the  wayfarers  had  defiled  and 
streamed  through  the  principal  street  of  the  city. 
By  four  o'clock  this  morning,  the  chief  crossing  at 
the  opposite  end  of  the  Railway  Girder  Bridge 
having  been  again  closed,  the  continuous  batches 
of  pilgrims  again  gathered  there  in  quick  succes- 
sion, were  forced  to  seek  passages  higher  up  the 
river,  and  from  there  made  to  "  move  on  "  straight 
away. 

Major  Coleridge  writes  from  Bikaneer,  he  had  Fan  to 
not  yet  sent  me  the  promised  copy  of  the  wonder-  S  the  ^^^ 
f ul  ancient  map  of  the  world  as  conceived  from  Map  oV 
Hindoo  sacred  writings,  which  had  been  shown  to  ^^^WoJ^^^ 
us  when  we  visited  the  Jain  Temple  at  Bikaneer 
{vide  p.  168  and  244,  vol.  i.,)  some  of  the  inscrip- 
tions upon  it  having  yet  to  be  completed  by  the 
Juttees  employed  to  copy  it — this  done,  he  would 
also  send  with  it  the  plan  of  the  famous  well  there, 
also  described.     He  is   tracing   the  descent   and 
origin  of  the  Bhdtore  family  as  recounted  in  the 
manuscripts    of    the  family  "  Bhdts "   or   Bards. 
There  must,  however,  be  some  thousands  of  years 
of  mythological  genealogy  in  their  narratives,  the 
first  positive  date  being  but  about  a  thousand  years 
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back.     Coleridge  does  not  place  much  faith  on  his 
King's  "  good  talk.'*     He  even  accounts  it   as  so 
much  "  bosh  "  :  "  As  the  sandstorms  increase  in 
duration    and   violence,  so  does   the    number   of 
robberies   and  the  diflSculty  of  preventing  them, 
and  everything  here  is  *  as  usual.'  "     I  suppose  as 
httle  may  be  expected  from  his  august  brother- 
in-law,  "  His  Highness  "  of  Ulwur,  he  too  having 
fallen  short  of  his  promises.     But  I  wrote  to  the 
latter  to-day,  urging  him  to  see  more  to  the  Meena 
dacoits  infesting  his  territory.     He  had  been  away 
lately  from  his  capital — perhaps  to  Bdjghur  for  a 
wassail  {vid^  p.  349,  vol.  i.) — but  I  must  try  to  per- 
suade him  to  help  us,  his  Minister,  Boop  Ndrdyun^ 
being  so  well  disposed  to  do  so.     "  You  are  now  no 
doubt  engaged  in  directing  all  your  attention  to 
the  government  of  your  important  territories.     I 
am  sanguine  of  your  continued  co-operation  with 
the  efforts  of  the  British  Government  to  suppress 
those   criminals.     Indeed,   when   I   lately   passed 
through  Ulwur  Territory,  I  perceived  that  your 
Highness's   officers   had   been  duly  impressed   by 
yourself  of  your  anxious  desire  very  effectually  to 
put  down  those  very  formidable  robbers,"  (at  any 
rate,  Roop  Ndrdjrun  said  so.) 

24//?  Apnl^  HamiUon  Hotels  Delhi  — A  man  of  the 

79th  Highlanders  died  last  night  of  cholera  in  the 

Fort  close  by,  and  several  fatal  cases  have  also 

occurred  in  the  city — but  as  yet  chiefly  among  the 

innder    pilgrims  who  had  managed  to  elude  vigilance  and 

Dt        pass  over  the  fords. 

i^         A   repetition    is   rumoured    of  attacks   on    the 
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Government  bullock  train,  such  as  had  before  taken 
place  now  and  again  on  the  high  road  between 
Agra  and  Bombay,  where  it  runs  through  native 
territory  (Mdlwah.)     One  of  these  previous  cases 
was   lately   described   to  me   by   an    approver   as 
follows  : — "  We  had  left  our  places  in  Shajanpore 
(of  Goorgam  in  the  British  district  of  Delhi,)  and 
the  villages  thereabout,  on  an  expedition  in  the 
direction  of  GwdlioVf  and  on  arrival  at  Bhokur  we 
were  put  up  by  a  resident  Sahoocar  in  our  secret. 
One  of  our  scouts  brought  us  word  that  a  couple  of 
wagons  then  on  the  road  from  Indore,  contained 
treasure  for  conveyance  to  Gwalior.     We  pushed  on 
to  the  Trunk  road,  and   at  a  point  of  it  between 
Saharungpore  and  Shahjehanpore  "  {not  Shajanpore 
near  Goorgaon,  where  Meenas  reside  so  plentifully, 
vide  p.  327  et  seq.,  vol.  i.,)  "  we  waylaid  the  convoy 
as  it  passed  by  at  about  eight  o'clock  that  night, 
and  plundered  both  wagons.    Seven  persons  formed 
the  escort,  but  they  got  terrified  and  ran  away. 
Our  booty  was  a  sum  of  30,000  rupees  of  Indore 
sicca   (mint,)   and  with  it    we  went   straightway 
back  to  our  homes.     One  of  the  escort  got  a  sword- 
cut  at  our  hands.     We  were  not  pursued,  but  got 
safely  away,  each  one  of  us  carrying  a  portion  of 
the   plunder.     The    following  formed  the  gang." 
(Here  followed  the  names  of  forty- three  dacoits, 
mostly  Meenas  residing  in  the  British  district  of 
Shajanpore  of  Goorgam,  Delhi.)     This  affair  was, 
with  another  on  the  same  high  road  last  January,' 

*  On  a  sdnga  or  consignment  of  opium  despatched  from  Indore 
upon  carts  for  conveyance   to  Bombay,   when  alighted    at  the 


1 6  Sonte  Records  of  Crime. 

authenticated  like  all  the  different  cases  from  time 
to  time  mentioned  generally  are.  It  took  place  near 
the  village  of  AdJchdta  in  Gwalior  Territory.  "We 
are  unable  at  present  to  trace  the  present  rumoured 
affair,  but  have  no  doubt  it  was  the  deed  of  one  of 
the  gangs  of  whose  setting  out  we  had  promulgated 
information  {vide  pp.  393,  435,  and  448,  vol.  i.). 

2i)th  Aprils  Tlamilton  Hotels  Delhi. — The  Viceroy 
is  expected  here  to-morrow  on  his  way  up  from 
Calcutta  to  Simlah.  The  manager  and  hotel 
establishment  very  busy  all  day  in  furbishing  up 
the  place  and  in  looking  up  turkeys  and  fat 
poultry. 
The  The   new  License  Tax  is  becoming  more  and 

Tmx!""  more  the  topic  among  the  people  of  Delhi  as  the 
Ist  May  approaches,  the  date  upon  which  it  is  to 
come  in  too  peration.  The  measure  is  disliked.  Mr. 
Rogers  declares  ho  will  close  his  hotel  from  that 
date,  he  having  already,  he  says,  taken  out  a  license 
as  an  hotel-keeper  {vide  p.  404,  vol.  i.)  But  with 
all  this  and  my  own  objection  to  it,  I  yet  consider 
it  a  master  stroke  of  financial  policy.  Mr.  Massey 
has  limited  his  estimate  of  the  consequent  increase 
to  the  revenue,  to  the  modest  sum  of  half  a  million. 
I  wonder  if  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  he  has  not 
thought  it  might  not  bring  in  a  couple  of  millions ! 
For  really,  I  think  the  tax  capable  of  yielding 
much  more  even  than  two  millions,  if  its  collection 
should  be  placed  under  proper  and  more  stringent 

head  of  the  Simr61e  Pass,  the  first  stage  out  from  Indore,  at  mid- 
ni^'ht  of  tlio  8th  January,  1867,  the  deed  of  a  gang  of  Moghjat 
{vide  pp.  168  and  385,  vol.  i.). 
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management.  Not  that  I  approve  of  the  tax — for 
I  quite  agree  with  the  native  who  a  day  back,  said 
to  me  that  it  was  merely  word-splitting  to  declare 
that  the  License  Tax  i(7(w  not  indeed  an  Income  Tax! 

Then  there  is  the  other  great  wdriddt  or  happen-  f^^^^^^ 
ing  of  the  day  and  occasion  of  discussion,  here  not  of 
less  than  in  commercial  Calcutta  and  Bombay, 
namely  the  failure  of  the  "  Bank  of  Bombay."  As 
a  shareholder  (a  very  small  one,)  I  for  one  am 
dead  against  the  proposed  ingenious  scheme  of 
amalgamating  it  with  the  Bank  of  Bengal.  Am 
I,  I  wonder,  beyond  the  mark  when  I  say  that  the 
Bombay  Government  toill  not  be  allowed  to  make  the 
advance  which  has  been  recommended  towards  the 
reconstruction,  by  that  stratagem,  of  the  fallen  con- 
cern ;  or  much  behind  the  scenes  when  I  add  that 
the  renewal  of  its  business  vrill  also  be  forbidden  ? 
The  present  manager  of  the  Bank  of  Bengal,  a  very 
persuasive  gentleman  and  of  consxmimate  address, 
is  the  admirable  Crichton  who  has  proposed  the 
measure,  and  he  is  repairing  to  Bombay  to  talk  it 
over  with  Bombay  folk.  The  Government  directors 
of  the  late  bank  are,  I  apprehend,  chiefly  to  blame 
for  the^o^co,  and  I  fear  Sir  Bartle  Frere,  as  Gover- 
nor of  that  Presidency,  will  not  escape  censure. 

2%th  Aprilj  Hamilton  Hotels  Delhi. — A  long 
morning  walk.  From  the  top  of  the  ruined  musjid 
on  the  Ridge  I  looked  out  for  the  arrival,  across 
the  Girder  Bridge  leading  over  the  Jumna  (it  leads 
into  Delhi  right  through  that  part  of  the  Palace 
Fort  called  Selimghury)  of  the  express  train  convey- 
ing the  Governor-General  and  suite.   All  Delhi  had 

VOL.  II.  0 


1 8  Some  Records  of  Crime. 

turned  out  upon  the  railway  platform  within  the 
city  from  an  early  hour,  in  the  same  expectation. 
But,  the  wheels  of  the  state  carriage  frequently 
taking  fire  (as  of  dak  ghdrees  also  in  such  sultry 
weather,)  the  train  due  at  7.30,  did  not  nm  in  till 
11  a.m.  !  Sir  John  Lawrence  and  the  principal 
members  of  his  StafE,  Seymour  Blaine  of  the 
number,  left  for  Simlah  after  only  two  or  three 
hours  of  rest  at  the  Hamilton  Hotel,  travelling 
from  this  point  in  dfik  ghdrees  drawn  by  artilleiy 
horses.  Some  friends,  come  up  by  the  same 
express,  I  saw  similarly  off  from  their  hotel 
at  a  later  hour.  They  informed  me  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  G.  Campbell  (Sir  George,) 
from  Judge  of  the  High  Court  at  Calcutta  to  be 
Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Central  Provinces.  I 
remember  his  saying,  despondingly,  that  to  have 
been  relegated  to  the  High  Court  was  to  be  shelved, 

th^e^'^m-'  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  wrong.     Great  and  deserved  praise  has 

misBion     been  accorded  him  for  his  able  Report  as  President 

Bengal      of  the  late  Bengal  Famine  Committee,  clothed  too 

as   the   miserable  subject  was   by   him,    in    such 

beautiful  language.     He  has  attributed  the  blame 

of  the  famine  gaining  so  much  head,  more  to  the 

system  of  administration  than  to  any  individual 

ministerial    officers.     Mr.  Massey^    author    of    the 

unpopular  License  Tax,  has  also  passed  on,  and 

toDeihL    Mr.  Henry  Summer  Maine  (Sir  Henry,)  the  Member 

for  Law  ;  the  alarm  of  cholera  naturally  hastening 

the  general  stampede.  Major  Annesley  and  Captain 

Cunningham,  both  of  the  11th  Hussars,  were  the 

only  lodgers  left  at  the  hotel  by  evening.     Dined 

with  the  McNeiles  at  Ludlow  Castle. 
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2Sth  Aprils  Hamilton  Hotels  Sunday. — After  church 
drove  Captain  Cunningham  to  the  old  cantonment 
grave-yard,  always  a  sight  for  a  traveller  to  Delhi. 
The  Jeffreys,  of  Demerara,  who  left  some  days 
ago,  write  from  "  Garden  Reach  "  (Calcutta  :)  "  We 
stayed  three  days  at  Agra,  and  did  all  the  sights 
most  successfully — the  Secund^ra  remains  as  well  as 
the  Taj — the  latter  more  than  once,  by  moonlight  The  Taj. 
as  well  as  by  daylight.  We  were  never  tired  of 
gazing  in  wonder  and  rapture  at  the  marvellous 
dream  of  a  thing  it  is."* — Moved  at  evening  from 
the  hotel  to  Mr.  Wright's  nice  place  in  the  civilian 
lines  outside  of  the  Cashmere  Gate,  and  dined  there. 

29th  Aprils  Delhi. —  Slept  deliciously  last  night  at 
Mr.  Wright's  comfortable  abode,  the  punkah  un- 
ceasingly playing  over  me  throughout  it. 

The  dacoities,  with  killing  and  wounding,  of  late 
down  Hooghly,  before  adverted  to  {v.  p.450,  vol.  i.,) 
would  seem  from  the  inquiries,  to  have  been  the 
performances  of  a  gang  for  some  time  at  work  in 
Hooghly^  Bdncoorah  and  Midnapoi^e — old  ground,  as 

*  P.S. — The  idea  was  a  happy  one  which  likened  **  this  mar- 
yellous  dream  of  a  thing  " — a  well-conceived  description  of  it — to 
a  concretion  of  the  tears  (implied  in  the  waters  of  the  Jumna  that 
flow  beneath  its  walls,)  shed  at  the  death  of  the  beautiful  woman 
entombed  there.  The  lines  so  describing  it,  are  said  to  be  inscribed 
within  one  of  the  small  cupolas  of  the  T6j,  on  the  walls  or  sides  of 
which  many  efiFusions  of  sorts  (with  the  usual  amount  of  namina 
stuUorum,)  may  be  seen  adhering  : — 

*'  In  Death's  cold  arms  the  fair  Momtija  slept, 
And  sighs  o'er  Jumna's  winding  waters  crept ; 
Tears  such  as  angels  weep,  with  fragrance  filled, 
Around  her  grave  in  pearly  drops  distilled ; 
There,  fixed  for  ever,  firm  congealed  they  stand, 
A  fairy  fabric,  pride  of  India's  land." 

0  2 
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^®  .^.     the  records  of  my  office  in  Sleeman's  time  show, 
Ball         for  we  used  then  to  have  an  assistant  down  there, 
now  some  time  withdrawn.     But  we  now  also  hear 
of  a  body  of  dacoits  in  the  upper  end  of  Bdldsorey 
In  Bengal,  jj^  Bengal,  who  have  been  equally  busy  about  there 
since    February   last,   the   perpetrators   in    some 
instances  (in  one  so  recently  as  the  9th  instant,) 
being  local  villagers  headed  by  professional  dacoits 
from    the  neighbouring   Tributary    States.     The 
robbers  have  become  very  bold,  and  there  is  no 
great    difficulty,   it    seems,   in    persuading    local 
parties  to  join  them.     One  of  these,  versed  in  the 
skdstras  or  sacred  writings,  wanting  some  tobacco, 
Reomit-   repeated  some  shlokes  or  passages  from  them,  to  a 
nfooitB.    man,  a  disguised  dacoit,  who  had  some  :  **  Don't 
pay  me  for  it,"  said  the  latter,  "  you  are  a  Brahmin 
and  I  respect  you."     Going  to  him  again  in  a  day 
or  two  for  more,  he  was  supplied  in  like  manner ; 
and  so,  presently,  the  robber  let  the  man  into  his 
secret,    and    by-and-by    gained   him    over    as  an 
associate  in  a  dacoitie  in  Hooghly.     So  much  for 
Bengal — while  down  Bombay  the  Kliaikarees  (for- 
Bombay.    merly  put  down  there,  vide  p.  347,  footnote  p.  348, 
and  p.  3o0,vol.i.;  and  riJe  Journals  for  1849 to  1854,) 
have  taken  to  dacoitie  and  gang  burglary  again,  the 
local  police  officers  concerned,  admitting  the  with- 
drawal of  our  executive  agency  from  that  quarter, 
Delhi        as  the  chief  reason  thereof.     Then  as  to  the  Meenas 

DiBtrict 

iCeen»B.  up  in  thcse  higher  districts,  with  all  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  Punjab  authorities  to  prevent  it,  they 
still'have  undisturbed  abiding-places  in  Shajanpore, 
the  British  district  before  described  (p.  327,  vol.  i.,) 
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and  that,  too,  with  scarcely  any  less  immunity  than 
when  Sir  John  Lawrence  was  himself  the  magis- 
trate for  these  parts. 

Left  Delhi  at  5  p.m.  to-day,  in  a  two-horse  "  dak  Deih?. 
ghdree>"  carrying  my  belongings  with  me.  Had 
intended  to  start  later  on,  for  it  was  very  hot  at 
that  hour,  but  was  advised  to  push  on  and  not  to 
stay  either  at  Kumdl  or  at  Umballa  (the  usual  halt- 
ing-places,) cholera  having  broken  out  at  both. 
Seven  miles  out  of  Delhi  we  were  obliged  to  pull  up 
for  about  an  hour,  owing  to  a  fierce  hot  wind  and  tndheeor 
dust-storm — an  "  andhee,"  or  a  hlinding.  as  it  is  P^"^- 

,  *^  storm. 

called  by  the  natives. 

^Oth  April. — -Brwr7?/aZ  at  half. past  six  this  morn- ^^^J**^** 
ing  for  half  an  hour,  for  a  cup  of  tea.  Umballa  at  huib. 
about  1  p.m.,  where  I  stayed  only  long  enough  to 
have  the  wheels  greased  of  another  conveyance, 
that  in  which  I  had  come  thus  far,  being  in  a  very 
shaky  condition  ;  we  had  constantly,  too,  to  slake 
the  wheels  with  water  to  prevent  ignition,  through- 
out the  journey.  Reached  Ealka,  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  157  miles  from  Delhi,  at  about  five  o'clock 
this  evening,  or  in  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time 
of  starting  from  Delhi.  Pulled  up  at  Mother  Bain's 
"  Brahminee  Bull "  Hotels  so  to  describe  a  long 
set  of  ground-floor  rooms,  covered  by  a  single 
verandah.  But  she  has  a  knack  of  making  tra- 
vellers very  comfortable.  A  hot  bath  and  dinner, 
with  a  pint  bottle  of  cooled  claret  mixed  up  with 
some  sugar,  mint,  and  soda-water,  soon  set  me  up, 
and  now  for  the  post  that  here  awaited  me. 

Bruce  writes   about   the    gang  intercepted   in 
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Deoli  {vide  p.  435,  vol.  i.)  It  had  recently  com- 
mitted a  dacoitie  near  the  cantonment  of  Deolee 
in  Harowtie,  upon  five  camels  laden  with  opium, 
going  from  Kotah  to  Boondee.  The  gang 
was  under  the  leadership  of  Sulla,  a  Meena  of 
Ulwur,  a  "  general  number "  dacoit  leader.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  escaped  capture  when  the 
others  were  arrested.  Those  taken  into  custody 
have  confessed  to  that  particular  dacoitie,  but 
decline  to  give  up  the  names  of  those  of  the  gang 
who  had  escaped  arrest  (of  whom  Sulla  was  one,) 
and  they  swear  to  their  innocence  of  previous  acts 
of  the  crime.  The  approvers  on  their  way  to  look  at 
them,  will  soon  clear  up  all  about  them.  Bmce  ia 
very  zealous  on  the  subject.  Sulla  was  with  the 
gang  that  committed  the  great  treasure  dacoitie  at 
So2vndha  in  Kliandeshy  before  narrated  {vide  pp.  184, 
185,  192  and  197,  vol.  i.)* 
Proposed  The  Nagpore  Police  are  naturally  very  opposed 
jeewun  to  the  arrest  of  their  police  inspector,  the  man 
iDdore.  Jeeicun  Sinffy  so  frequently  mentioned  by  me  as  in 
league  with  the  dacoits  raiding  down  in  that  direc- 
tion {vide  pp.  190, 191,  etc.,  vol.  i.),  and  remonstrate 
against  the  proposal  of  Major  Thompson,  my 
assistant  at  ludore,  to  take  him  into  custody.  The 
fellow  is  sure  to  come  to  grief,  as  are  also  Choui* 
viuUy  Bhijrony  and  other  police  employds  similarly 

*  P.S. — This  man,  Sulla,  was  subsequently  taken  up  in  Ulwur 
Territory.  He  confessed  and  narrated  nine  dififerent  acts  of 
dacoitie,  two  being  upon  the  Government  mail  cart  while  nmning 
to  Bliurt])oro.  They  included  also  the  two  cases  mentioned  in  the 
text.  The  list  of  his  accomplices  numbered  126  men.  He  wis, 
after  trial  and  conviction,  finally  admitted  as  an  approyer. 
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leagued,  and  I  think  we  may,  for  the  present,  let 
them  be  till  that  certain  crisis  happens. 

Major  Ranken,  my  assistant  at  Jubbnlpore,  in 
whose  financial  abilities  and  special  perception  in 
all  such  matters,  I  have  always  had  great  faith — for 
example,  his  foresight  as  to  the  consequences  of 
the  plethora  of  field  officers  sure  to  be  occasioned 
by  the  late  Staff  Corps  scheme,  and  his  proposed 
remedy  by  offers  to  them  of  reasonable  compensa- 
tion for  their  early  retirement  {vide  Journals  for 
1865  and  1866,) — I  think  correctly  writes  in  regard 
to  the  Bank  of  Bombay  {vide  p.  17,  vol.  ii.  :)  "  The  Late 

old  bank  must  now  wind  up.     did  not  show  ^o^bay. 

much  foresight,  and  the  Government  directors  of 
the  bank,  instead  of  checking  speculation,  would 
seem  to  have  encouraged  it."  In  point  of  fact,  the 
failure  is  the  result  of  that  disastrous  speculation 
mania  (the  offspring  of  the  great  cotton  bargains 
effected  in  Western  India  during  the  American 
War,)  that  recently  raged  in  Bombay,  and  maddened 
sense  out  of  everyone  {vide  p.  203,  vol.  i.) 

Ist  Hay  ;  travelling  up  from  Kalka  to  Simlah. —  H^iJ"*™ 
Was  up  at  2  a.m.  and  dressed  to  start,  but  from  to  simiah. 
headache  laid  down  again  and  slept  till  five  o'clock, 
when  I  awoke  quite  refreshed  and  well.  After  a 
cup  of  tea,  left  good  Mrs.  Bain's  place,  and  rode  up 
the  steep  mountain-side  to  Kussowlie^  accompanied 
by  Captain  Noel  Money.  He  commanded  the  scaling 
ladder  party  in  the  storming  of  Delhi.  The  air 
cool  and  fresh ;  the  scenery — wood,  hill,  dale  and 
running  rills — charming  ;  such  a  change  from  the 
scorching  plains  left  below,  the  morning  ride  was 


24  Some  Records  of  Crime. 

delightful  I     We  did  not  stay  at  Knssowlie,  but, 
passing  down  by  the  winding  road  leading*  nnder 
the  substantial  buildings  of  the  Soldiers'   Orphan 
Asylum,  established  at  this  healthy  sanitarium  by 
benevolent  Sir  Henry  Lawrence,  we  rode  on  to  the 
river  at  Hurreepore^  crossing  which  by  the  Girder 
Bridge,  we  pushed  on  to  the  rest-house  at  JKiii- 
kurhuttee  and  had  breakfast.     At  1  p.m.  we  again 
mounted  our  horses  and  proceeded  merrily  with 
our  journey  ;  for  the  change  was  so  great,  and  the 
holiday — a  pure  one — most  enjoyable.     But  the  sun 
was   powerful    and   the  afternoon   ride    hot.     At 
Syree  bungalow  we  stopped  for  half  an  hour  to 
refresh  ourselves  with  some  cool  beer  mug,  artistic- 
ally braved  by  my  companion.     Then,  mounting  our 
fourth  and  last  post-horses,  we  ascended  the  hill  to 
pine-scented  Simlah,  arriving  there  when  the  com- 
munity— ladies  numerous  and  gentlemen  many — 
were  moving  about  on  horseback  or  in  jdnpdns,  or 
afoot,  here,  there  and  everywhere,  along  the  narrow 
ways  of  the  mountain  resort.     There  seemed  to  be 
joyousness  in  every   countenance,   as   if  all    con- 
gratulated  themselves  on  being  up  here  and  not 
down  there.     I  am  sure  I  did,  and  felt  grateful.     It* 
was  dark  by  the  time  I  reached  "  Longwood,"  our 
residence.     Surprised  the  lad  and  his  mother  seated 
comfortably  at  dinner,  for  I  had  not  told  them  of 
my  leaving  Delhi.     The  change  was  so  sudden  from 
the  great  heat  below,  that  I  quite  shivered  from 
the  cold,  and  was  glad  to  get  abed  under  three 
blankets — at  Delhi  a  thin  sheet,  and  not  always 
even  that,  being  the  usual  covering  at  night,  and 
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a   punkah   in    movement    over    you    throughout 
it! 

2iwZ  Jlfay,  /StmZafe.— Indulged  in  the  luxury  of  ^^"^'^^^• 
lingering  in  bed  for  tea  and  the  early  pipe,  and 
felt  by  the  prolonged  rest  quite  recovered  from 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey  and  the  long  horseback 
ride.  From  Delhi  to  Simlah  in  forty-eight  hours 
(ten  of  the  number  passed  at  Kalka,)  was  not  so 
bad  !  Our  house  was  in  nice  order,  everything 
shipshape  and  comfortable,  and  Hugh  in  occupa- 
tion of  a  room  in  our  detached  office  cottage. 

Arranged  my  sftidy  and  prepared  for  the  renewed 
fight  with  my  work,  now  easier  of  accomplishment 
from  the  more  enjoyable  climate,  and  amid  the 
pleasures  of  a  numerous  society.  At  evening  met 
several  acquaintances.  Oh  !  the  delights  of  one's 
home — and  the  peace  of  it  1 

Srd  May^  Simlah. — ^My  office  establishment  and  Pereonai 
records  having  yet  to  arrive,  I  have  happily  some 
days  of  leisure  before  me.  Of  personal  matters 
there  is  a  packet  full — the  marriage  of  a  pretty 
cousin,  the  death  of  another  in  connection  with  a 
mystery,  an  impending  mesalliance  of  a  nephew, 
the  wrath  thereat  of  his  father,  the  serious  illness 
of  an  aged  uncle — the  school  bills  of  the  children  at 
home — and  lastly,  the  more  cheering  announcement 
of  the  nomination  to  the  command  of  the  Scinde 
Division  of  the  Army,  of  George  Malcolm,  my 
fellow  cadet  at  Addiscombe,  and  brother  officer 
when  we  together  served  in  the  Scinde  Irregular 
Horse,  in  the  plains  of  Cutchee  in  Belooohistan. 
Brother  Albert   aspires    to   be   Brigadier  of  the 
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Hydrabad    Contingent,   and  his    son    to    many. 
Several  visitors  called  during  the  day. 

Meanwhile  official  items  by  post  accamnlate. 
To  begin  with  : — Dacoits  down  in  Bengal  have  be- 
come bold  indeed.  In  a  case  committed  a  few  days 
ago,  some  even  attacked  the  assistant  magistrate  of 
the  district  while  travelling  on  the  highway — they 
phmdered  his  bhangy  load  of  clothes  and  journey 
requisites,  and  defiantly  fired  off  a  gun  at  him  1 
Then  to  notice  other  occurrences  of  striking  in- 
Birer  torest  OF  Variety,  we  have  an  account  of  a  ricer 
^^^  *®'  dacoitie  a  few  nights  ago,  upon  a  cotton  boat 
when  moored  for  the  night  on  the  Jumna,  at 
Siickutjwor  Ghaty  below  Agra.  The  robbers  first 
flung  a  shower  of  stones  on  to  the  boat  in  the  dead 
of  the  night  to  terrify  the  mdnjees  or  boatmen, 
and  then  boarded  the  craft,  and  plundered  some 
cotton  and  whatever  else  they  could  carry  away, 
wounding  four  of  the  crew.  Both  river  thugs  and 
river  dacoits  abounded  on  the  principal  water- 
ways down  the  entire  river  extent  of  the  country, 
and  our  records  contain  many  revolting  narratives 
of  their  excesses,  the  one  set  of  miscreants  scarcely 
surpassing  the  other  in  acts  of  atrocity — but  thugs, 
except  occasionally  B.a  poisoners ^  have  now  left  the 
rivers  almost  exclusively  to  their  congeners,  the 
dacoits. 

Met  Sir  John  Lawrence  out  at  evening.  I  think 
it  was  Ben  Jonson  who  said  a  cursory  nod  or 
salutation,  merely  showed,  like  a  short  letter  to  a 
distant  acqaintance,  a  necessity  for  doing  some- 
thing  without   any  inclination  for  doing  much; 


I'ler* 


■  • 
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local  police,  with  such  able  officers  as  Mr.  Bern 
as  Superintendent,  and  Captain  Dennehy  as  Deput 
Inspector  General,  take  care  to  work  it  od 
properly. 

i)lh   Maijf  Simlah. — Sunday.     The   church   wa 
crowded  with  the  new  visitors  of  the  season. 
Ontftt  Hear  from  Ranken  at  Jubbulpore,  of  the  com 

p<^niBRiii«  pletion  of  the  junction  there  of  the  Great  Indiai 
owLpIetod  l'^-''^''**ul^  Railway  with  Allahabad :  "The  engini 
from  Allahabad  ran  in  direct  this  morning*.  Thi 
contractor  of  the  line  has  a  large  breakfast  part; 
here  on  the  occasion."  The  event  is  a  great  one 
for  now  the  railway  is  open  the  whole  way  fron 
Bombay  to  Calcutta  on  one  hand,  and  to  Delhi  oi 
the  other ;  and  we  may  bid  adieu  to  any  more  dil 
travelling  in  those  directions. 
Colonel  Gtli  Maj/f  SimlaJt. — I  have  mentioned  Malcolm*! 
wether,  nomination  to  a  Divisional  Command  (p.  25,  vol.  ii. 
With  equal  pleasure  I  notice  Merewether's  ap 
pointment  to  be  Commissioner  of  Scinde,  for  ] 
may  say  I  helped  him  to  the  first  start  that  ha! 
finally  led  to  it.  My  early  friend,  Willian 
jMacdonald  and  I  (he  a  son  of  the  Archdeacoi 
of  Salisbury,)  had  been  youths  together  at  Bishop: 
Cannings  near  Devizes.  He  and  Serjeant  Mere- 
wether,  long  time  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, subsequently  married  two  sisters,  and  when 
young  Merewether,  the  latter's  son  by  a  previous 
marriage,  came  out  to  India,  Macdonald,  then 
become  Rector  of  Calestone,  near  Calne,  wrote  to 
me  to  try  to  get  him  on  if  in  my  power.  For  this 
I  presently  had  an  opportunity  when  Merewether 
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soon"  after  came  up  to  Scinde  with  his  regiment, 
the  21st  Bombay  Native  Infantry.  I  was  retiring 
just  then  from  the  Scinde  Irregular  Horse. 
Jacob  (afterwards  the  well-known  "  General  John 
Jacob,")  had  relieved  me  as  Acting-Commandant 
of  the  Corps,  and  Malcolm,  who  was  Adjutant, 
had  succeeded  me  as  second  in  command.  I 
recommended  Merewether  to  Jacob's  notice,  who 
replied  he  had  made  him  his  Adjutant  I  His 
father  afterwards  acknowledged  to  me,  when  I 
was  at  home  in  1856,  that  he  had  always  felt 
this  to  have  been  the  stepping-stone  to  his  son's 
subsequent  good  fortune,  and  he  distinguished  me 
with  much  attention  in  consequence  of  it.  Jacob 
took  a  great  liking  to  Merewether,  and  they 
became  fast  friends.  Merewether  was  present 
with  the  Scinde  Horse  in  the  battle  of  "  Hydra- 
bad,"  and,  with  a  short  ad  interim  service  in  the 
southern  Mahratta  country  with  his  substantive 
regiment,  the  21st  Native  Infantry,  in  the  field  force 
commanded  by  my  father-in-law,  the  late  General 
Peter  Delamotte,  C.B.  {vide  Journal  for  1844-45,) 
he,  on  rejoining  the  Horse,  did  excellent  service 
soon  after  in  inflicting  a  severe  defeat,  with  120 
sabres  only,  upon  a  large  body  of  Bhoogtie  lootoos 
come  down  from  the  hills  to  raid,  whom  he  cut  up 
almost  to  a  man.  He  obtained  great  praise  for  this 
opportune  service.  When  the  news  of  it  reached 
home,  the  great  Duke  of  Wellington,  happening 
as  he  passed  hurriedly  through  the  Lobby  of  the 
House,  to  meet  Serjeant  Merewether,  exclaimed  to 
him  as  he  went  on  :  "I  have  read  it  all — excellent 
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— he  will  do  very  well — I  congratulate  you."  Mere- 
wether,  after  this  exploit,  served  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Scinde  Horse  in  the  campaign  in  the 
Punjab  of  1848-49  ;  was  at  the  siege  and  surrender 
of  Mooltan,  the  battle  of  Gujerat,  and  in  the  pursuit 
and  surrender  of  the  Sikh  army  to  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  Gilbert.  On  Malcolm  leaving  the  corps  he 
succeeded  him  as  second  in  command,  and  served 
on  the  Upper  Scinde  frontier  in  the  troublous  period 
of  1857.  John  Jacob,  his  friend  to  the  last,  not 
only,  on  his  death  of  fever  at  Jacobabad  in  18d8, 
made  Merewether  his  sole  heir,  but  even  requested, 
I  might  say  bequeathed y  that  he  should  be  appointed 
to  succeed  himself  in  the  command  of  the  corps. 
This  was  promptly  complied  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bombay,  and  Merewether,  next  as  the 
valued  lieutenant  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere,  then  Com- 
missioner of  Scinde,  helped  not  only  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  province  after  the  Mutiny,  but  crushed 
an  extensive  rebellion  projected  by  the  Belooch  and 
Brahoee  tribes.  For  this  he  was  made  C.B.  He 
subsequently  (1864,)  became  Political  Resident 
and  Commandant  at  Aden,  where  he  successfully 
conducted  operations  against  the  Foudheli  tribes 
at  Bir-Saped^  Ahmudra  and  Siigra;  and  there  he  is 
now,  awaiting  to  take  up  his  new  employment, 
except  the  impending  complication  with  Abyssinia 
should  delay  it.® 

'  P.S. — Colonol  Sir  William  Merewether,  KG.S.I.,  as  heftfto^ 
wards  became^  though  tardily,  for  his  admitted  important  servieei 
in  the  Abys.sinian  Campaign,  was  later  on  called  home  frov 
Scindo  by  Ijord  Salisbury,  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  to  be  • 
m«'mber  of  his  Council  at  the  India  Office.     In  that  place  he  nwit 
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Ith  May,  Simluh. — The  necessity  for  the  adop-  J^^^^ 
tion  of  force  of  arms  in  Abyssinia  seems  imminent. 
The  Negus  appears  resolved  on  holding  Mr.  Bassamy 
our  representative,  and  his  fellow  prisoners  in  con- 
tinued captivity,  and  has  declined  to  release  them. 

A  recent  case  of  dacoitie  comes  up  from   Mid-  j^°'*^® 
napore  in  Bensfal,  with  the   curious  feature,  ob-  Midna- 

^  o      '  ^      ^  '  ^  pore  on 

served  also  on  one  or  two  other  similar  occasions  Treasure 
in  the  same  direction,  that  the  perpetrators  "  had 
their  necks  bound  round  with  cloth."  No  doubt 
this  was  a  disguise,  in  order  to  let  it  be  supposed 
that  they  possibly  were  lAngdyuts,  a  people  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  wrapping  their  silver  lingum  boxes 
in  linen  when  worn  suspended  to  their  necks,  or,  as 
often,  bound  round  an  arm  above  the  elbow,  and 
they  will  probably  be  discovered  to  have  been 
professional  dacoits.  The  robbery  was  on  this 
occasion  upon  the  high  road,  on  a  party  of  six 
bhangy  bearers  conveying  treasure  to  Calcutta, 
from  whom  they  obtained  a  booty  of  nearly  9000 
rupees  ;  hour  ten  o'clock  at  night ;  place,  Kaldrghat 
in  Midnapore.^ 

strongly  opposed  our  withdrawal  from  Candahar,  and  wrote  me  a 
-very  charapteristic  letter  on  the  subject ;  but  without  avail,  for 
the  unwise  measure  was  carried  out.  He  died  shortly  after 
from  the  effects  of  an  accident,  and  lies  buried  in  Brompton 
Cemetery. 

^  This  was  one  of  the  undiscovered  canes  made  over  to  the  special 
detective  agency  under  Mr.  Reily  (p.  450,  vol.  i.).  The  perpetrators 
were  discovered  to  be  indeed  Binds  (a  professional  class,)  per- 
sonating Lingdyuts,  Six  of  the  gang  were  intercepted  at  the  rail- 
way station  at  Dinapore,  with  5000  rupees  of  the  plunder  in  their 
possession.  Thirteen  Binds  in  all  were  arrested,  of  whom  six 
were  convicted,  two  admitted  as  approvers,  and  the  rest  acquitted, 
**the  corroborative  evidence  against  them  not  being  considered 
sufficient" 
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Perionai.  QuF  lad  Scarcely  thought  I  was  in  earnest^  nor 
do  I  think  he  feels  very  grateful  for  my  inveigling 
him  into  a  visit  to  Br.  O^Meara^  the  famed  Simlah 
dentist,  who  in  a  trice  relieved  him  of  an  inward- 
grown  tusk  which  had  impeded  his  utterance — ^he, 
who  had  resisted  every  persuasion  to  that  end,  of 
his  grandfather  and  grandmother,  his  uncles  and 
his  aunts  ! 

Sth  Mai/y  Siinlah. — A  very  cold  day  for  this  time 
of  the  year,  with  rain.  We  got  a  wetting  as  we 
were  returning  home  from  Hugh's  first  walk  round 
Jdko  Hill. 

iing^^  In  regard  to  the  man  Jeetaun  Sing,  Head  Con- 
stable in  the  Nagpore  Police,  so  frequently  before 
mentioned  (pp.  190, 191,  vol.  i.,)  it  seems  {vide  p.  22, 
vol.  ii.)  that  he  had  been  deputed  on  a  kind  of 
roving  commission  in  Central  India  **  to  seize 
dacoits."  The  man  reckoned  without  his  host  in 
coming  right  up  to  Indore  on  such  a  profession,  for 
Thompson,  our  assistant  there,  has,  upon  the  in- 
formation we  possessed  of  his  complicity  with 
dacoits,  and  because  he  had  not  been  previously 
apprised  of  the  man  coming  to  Indore  itself,  had 
him  arrested,  and  of  this writes  to  me  com- 
plaining ;  my  own  impression,  however,  being  that 
the  man,  armed  with  the  commission  to  hunt  up  the 
offenders  in  the  recent  treasure  dacoitie  at  BurMi 
in  Ximar  (vide  p.  318,  vol.  i.)  had  only  come  up  to 
put  some  pressure  upon  them,  in  view  to  exacting 
his  own  share  of  the  plunder. 

Coleridge  from  Bikaneer  says  that  he  had  not 
3^et  got  permission  from  the  Maharajah  to  adve^ 
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tise  "  those  copper  mineSj^  as  I  had  advised  {vide  p.  Sfin^'in 
180,  vol.  i. :)  "  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  His  Highness  Bikaneer 
has  thrown  business  to  the  winds,  so  much  so  that 
Khurreetas  (oflBcial  communications,)  from  the  head 
British  Agency,  of  which  there  are  five  or  six,  of 
dates  varying  from  two  months  to  fifteen  days, 
are  lying  unopened  and  unread,  and  in  conse- 
quence everything  is  getting  into  as  great  a 
*  hobble  *  as  the  License  Tax.  The  hot  wind  is 
beginning  to  make  itself  felt,  and  I  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  six  weeks  at  Mount  Aboo." 

9th  Mayy  Simlah. — Gloomy  weather — ^the  moun- 
tain tops  and  glens  shrouded  with  shifting  mists, 
so  thick  and  substantial-like,  it  seems  one  could 
cut  them  into  slices  with  a  sword. 

Write  to  Thompson  that  he  justly  proposes  that  g^perin- 
the  deputation  of  such  men  as  Jeewun  Siner  to  the  indent 

*  o  Jeewun 

Native  States  should  be  previously  communicated,  Sing. 
and  that  I  would  request  future  attention  to  that 
requirement.     I  last  year  contemplated  similarly 
to  arrest  the  man  Chot61all  (alias  Choutmull,)  who 
like  Jeewun  Sing,  was  known  to  us  to  be  also  in 
league  with   the   dacoits  raiding  in  the    Deccan 
from  up  country  (vide  pp.  164  and  182,  vol.  i.)     He  ine^tor 
had  been  enrolled  into  the  Berdr  Police,  as  before  ^l^' 
noticed  (vide  pp.  182  and  191,)  the  same  man  who 
fell  out  with  Kishen  Sing  and  his  brother  Hurree 
Sing  at  Ajmere,  in  a  dispute  about  his  share  of  some 
proceeds  in  dacoitie  which  they  had  suppressed  (pp. 
182  and  191 ;)  buton  the  remonstrance  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Berdr  Police,  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Yulcy  the 
Resident  at  Hydrabad,  by  whom  Berdr  was  admin- 

VOL.    II.  I) 
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istered,  to  forego  the  measure  for  the  present.  Be- 
yond, however,  the  to  ns  notorious  fact,  that  Jeewun 
Sing  was,  like  his  confrere  Choutmull,  largely  con- 
cerned in  or  rather  cognizant  of  all  the  heavy 
treasure  dacoities  in  Berar  and  Khandeish,  I  do  not 
think  we  have  sufficient  evidence  as  yet  for  his  con- 
viction, for  which  reason  too,  I  forewent  his  arrest 
previous  to  his  enlisting  into  the  police.  So  that 
— however  likely  that  the  fellow  had  got  himself 
sent  up  to  Central  India  in  order  to  claim  from  the 
perpetrators  some  share  in  the  recent  plunder  in 
Nimar,  and  to  make,  like  Choutmull^  similar  exac- 
tions from  his  quondam  companions  under  the 
threat  of  his  having  them  seized — 1  say  to  Thomp- 
son, that,  as  the  local  police  are  now  answerable  for 
the  man's  conduct  and  our  own  evidence  against 
him  not  yet  sufficiently  matured,  "  you  had  per- 
haps better  release  him  and  inform 

that  you  have  done  so  at  my  request,  and  beg  that 
you  may  on  future  occasions,  be  informed  of  the 
man's  mission  into  any  part  of  the  Central  India 
States."  Men  of  such  antecedents  and  proclivities, 
admitted  into  our  police  bodies  without  sufficient 
guarantee  for  their  good  conduct,  such  as  we  require 
from  our  approvers — for  these  are  legally  convicted 
criminals  under  perpetual  custody,  and  are  only 
held  to  be  **  pardoned  "  on  thp  condition  of  their  good 
behaviour — may  certainly,  if  they  are  faithful, /i>r  a 
timr  warn  off  their  former  associates  ;  but  as  free 
agents,  that  is,  being  under  no  such  precautionary 
guarantees,  tliey  will  do  as  little  as  they  can  in 
hrinr/inrj  thrm  fo  judicf\  except  they  fall  out  with 
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them,  as  the  man  Ghoutmull  did  with  the  brothers 
Kishen  Sing  and  Hurree  Sing  (pp.  182,  183,  vol.  i.) 
The  danger  indeed,  is,  that  they  will  instigate  their 
quondam  companions  in  crime,  to  revert  to  its  com- 
mission as  opportunities  may  offer,  and  will  keep 
their  secret  for  them  as  long  as  they  are  well  paid 
for  it  from  the  plunder  acquired.  On  these  occa- 
sions, that  is,  of  fresh  acts  of  crime  by  their  con- 
federates, they  will  for  appearance  sake,  have  some 
persons  arrested,  and,  lumped  among  these,  a  few 
even  of  the  real  perpetrators  also ;  but  they  will,  true 
to  their  secret  engagements,  take  care  to  ensure 
the  release  of  the  true  culprits  or  their  eventual 
acquittal.  Our  information  indeed  is,  that  some 
instances  of  this  kind  of  thing  have  already  taken 
place— as  to  be  expected  should  men  be  employed 
who  are  roundly  suspected  to  be  themselves 
criminal,  and  against  whose  action  in  police 
agency,  some  such  adequate  safeguards  have  not, 
perhaps,  been  adopted. 

10th  May,  Simlah. — A  dacoitie  was  perpetrated 
a  few  nights  ago  near  Sheordjpoor,  upon  a  camel 
ddk  carriage  running  with  passengers  on  the 
Grand  Trunk  Road  from  Futtehghttr  to  Gatvnpore. 
The  robbers  suddenly  sprang  up  from  the  road 
sides,  stopped  the  camels,  struck  the  driver  off  the 
box,  and  beat  about  the  passengers,  whom  they 
deprived  of  their  clothes  and  everything  of  value, 
and  made  off.® 

•  P.S. — This  robbery  was  admirably  traced  by  Mr,  Horace 
Goad,  the  Police  Superintendent  of  the  Cawnpore  district.  The 
gang  was  compoeed  of  Aheers,  Bah^lias,  etc.,  local  robbers,  of 
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l\lh  May  J  Simlah. — The  first  instalment  of 
office  boxes  arrived  to-day.  KhaildLree  approvers 
have  been  occupied  in  bringing  them  up  from  the 
cart  road  terminus,  which  being  somewhat  distant 
they  do  not  much  like  it.  But  it  is  not  unaccus- 
tomed work  to  them,  who  thought  it  nothing  to 
lift  away  loads  in  their  plundering  days. 

12th  May  J  Simlah ,  Sunday. — ^Much  thunder  and 
heavy  rain  during  the  night,  and  up  to  a  late 
hour  this  morning. 

13th  May,  Simlah. — The  Rao  Rajah  of  XJlwur 
sends  me  a  very  good  photograph  of  himself. 

James  Blair,  going  home  on  short  leave,  hands 
over  our  Rajpootanah  office  to  his  namesake.  Colonel 
C.  Blair.  These  changes  are  frequent  in  the 
Political  Agencies,  and  as  affecting  us,  are  incon- 
venient, Political  Assistants  being  employed  as 
Thuggee  officers — ex-officio  only  as  such, — ^but  in 
the  present  instance,  T  acquire  the  assistance  of  an 
officer  who  has  already  had  a  good  insight  into  the 
working  of  the  department,  he  having  lately  been 
the  v'hip  in  the  conduct  of  several  successful 
dacoit  trials  sent  up  to  Eden's  Court  by  James 
Blair,  and  he  writes  very  pleasantly  on  his  acces- 
sion to  the  *'  interesting  new  duty.'* 

14//i  May,  Simlah. — Much  rain  and  the  weather 
quite  cold  and  gloomy,  as  though  the  regular 
South-west  !Monsoon  had  set  in. 


whom  he  arrested  twelve.  Of  these,  two  were  admitted  * 
Queen's  evidence,  three  were  transported  for  life,  and  the  n^ 
sentenced  to  limited  imprisonment.      The  gang  had  commitU^ 

S"vci;il  similar  excess<\*5. 
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A  good  deal  of  discussion  has  been  going  on,  as  T^f. 
to  the  financial  results  of  the  three  Indian  Staff  staff 
Corps  lately  formed,  and  now  some  time  in  full 
career.  By  the  Staff  Corps  rules  the  officers 
admitted  into  it  are  promoted,  not  by  casualties,  as 
of  old,  in  the  cadres  of  the  regiments  to  which  they 
belonged  had  they  elected  to  remain  in  them,  but 
according  to  their  prospective  length  of  service  in 
the  Staff  Corps.  Thus,  a  Staff  Corps  officer  of  eight 
years'  service,  is  guaranteed  promotion  to  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a  Captain  ;  of  twenty  years  to  Major ; 
of  twenty-six  years  to  Lieut.-Colonel ;  and  when 
he  has  completed  twelve  years  of  service  in  the 
latter  grade,  he  is  admitted  to  what  are  called 
"  Colonel's  Allowances  " — a  very  liberal  provision, 
amounting  to  about  1100/.  per  annum.  There  is 
no  saving  in  this  system  ;  for  in  a  few  years  the 
inevitable  pension  list  will  have  become  an  enor- 
mous expenditure.  •  It  is  felt  that  no  inducements 
are  held  out  to  officers  to  retire  earlier  should  any 
desire  to  forego  these  advantages ;  and  that  as,  by 
the  formation  of  the  Staff  Corps,  they  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  bontis  many  on  retiring  used  to 
receive  from  their  juniors  in  their  respective 
substantive  corps  (for  before,  every  officer  perma^ 
nently  belonged  to  a  regiment,  and  his  promotion 
went  on  in  it  until  he  became  a  Field  Officer ;  where- 
as he  is  now  only  lent  to  a  regiment  from  the  Staff 
Corps,  that  is  to  say,  the  several  regiments  of  the 
Indian  Army  are  "  officered  "  from  the  Staff  Corps,) 
and  no  adequate  compensation  substituted  for  the 
loss  of  that  bonus,  often  a  very  handsome  one, 
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Staff  Corps  Lieut.-Colonels  will  now  be  led  to 
"  stay  on  '*  till  entitled  to  ColoneFs  Allowances ;  but 
tliat  if  the  superseded  retiring  regulations  of  a 
previous  period  (1796,)  were  now  conceded,  many 
would  gradually  go  long  before  arriving  at  that 
provision,  and  the  prospective  savings  to  Grovern- 
ment  would  consequently  be  great.*  A  great  mis- 
take has  certainly  been  made  in  not  holding  out 
sufficient  inducements  to  such  earlier  retirements, 
not  only  as  touching  a  greatly  increased  pension 
list,  but  with  regard  also  to  the  spectacle  afforded 
of  a  great  and  ever-increasing  number  of  Field 
Officers  as  the  sure  result  of  these  new  promotion 
rules  !  For  even  allowing  a  reasonable  margin  for 
casualties,  the  number  of  officers  who  must  by  the 
new  rules,  attain  field  rank  within  a  given  period 
— say,  by  1873 — would  be  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  requirements  of  the  service  and  become  the 
laughing-stock  of  all  other  armies.  As  it  is,  there 
are  at  the  present  moment,  evolved  from  the  work- 
ing of  the  new  rules,  upwards  of  two  hundred 
such  officers  in  one  alone  of  the  three  Staff  Corps 
of  Bengal,  Madras  and  Bombay,  attached  to  regi- 
ments doing  "  general  duty " — that  is,  doing 
7(  of  king  ! 
»e  _^  \hfh  May,  Simlah, — All  Simlah  astir  on  account 
of  the  Viceroy's  Levee,  unattended  although,  as  it 
happens,  with  the  usual  gay  appearance  of  officers 
in  uniform  numerously  riding  towards  Peterhoff, 
down  tlie  winding  hillside  ways  from  all  directions 

^  Tho  nilos  of  179G  provided,  that  an  officer  could  retire  on  foQ 
JMV  aft  or  tw«*nty-twi»  years  of  actual  rjervicc. 


ceroy'e 
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of  the  extensiye  mountain  retreat.  For  the  fag 
end  of  last  night's  great  downpour,  with  thunder 
and  lightning,  persistently  held  on,  and  cloaks  and 
overcoats  were  the  order  of  the  day ;  and,  although 
permitted,  as  to  that  matter,  to  attend  in  undress, 
yet  the  medley  spectacle  of  saturated  cocked  hats 
and  helmets  with  drooping  plumes  and  wetted 
hackles,  ill  beseemed  the  occasion.  The  levee  did 
not  have  the  appearance  of  being  very  well 
attended  either,  although  it  was  pretty  certain 
that  every  officer  at  Simlah  not  in  "  sick  quarters,** 
was  present  at  it.  Sir  William  Mansfield,  who  has 
been  ailing  lately,  was  too  unwell  to  come.  I  was 
told  off  to  be  among  those  who  should  stand 
"  winging  **  the  Viceroy  in  the  reception  hall  during 
the  presentations.  Our  lad,  now  lately  become  a 
"  First  Lieutenant,**  went  through  his  turn  of 
introduction  very  well. 

Major  Kanken,  ourassistantat  Jubbulpore,  who  is  ^o'  , 
keen  on  the  subject,  and  is  always  clever  at  such  Paper  on 
calculations,  had  drawn  up  and  provided  me  with  corps, 
a  statement  showing  the  different  grades  in  the 
three  Indian  Staff  Corps /or  the  six  years  ending  in 
1873,  including  in  it  the  promotions  progressively 
to  occur  (computed  without  casualties  of  course,) 
in  each  year  of  the  series.     I  took  this  with  me  to 
the  levee,  and  at  the  end  of  the  ceremony,  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Viceroy  with  a  short  printed  memo- 
randum on  my  own  part,   and  craved  for  it  his?j.P"JJ^* 
Excellency's  attention.     The  memorandum  stated  viceroy, 
that  the  necessity  for  reducing  the  nimiber  of  field 
officers  in  the  Staff  Corps  of  the  three  Presidencies, 
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was  beginning  to  attract  attention  both  at  home 
and  in  this  country,  and  that  the  adoption  of  some 
scheme  for  its  gradual  reduction,  was  worthy  of 
consideration;  that  without  some  extra  pension, 
field  oflScers  would  not  leave  the  service  now,  as 
their  prospects  hy  waiting  were  very  good  :  that 
Lieutenant-Colonels  of  1861  (the  date  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Staff  Corps,)  would  be  entitled  to  their 
"  Colonel's  Allowances  '*  in  1873,  and  that  if  the 
advocated  scheme  were  adopted  now^  or  «ooh, 
several  of  them  would  retire  sooner  ;  but  that  any 
delay  would  make  it  too  late,  as  when  near 
Goloners  Allowances,  they  would,  of  course,  be 
inclined  to  stay  on  for  those  allowances.  The 
statement  was  drawn  up  from  the  Army  List,  cor- 
rected to  the  31st  December  last  (1866,)  but  the 
number  of  Staff  Corps  oflScers  has  increased  even 
And  to  since  that  recent  date.  I  afterwards  called  upon 
ferent'  the  scvcral  mcmbcrs  of  Couucil  and  on  the  Com- 
of  ConncU  mander-iu-Chief  on  the  same  subject, 
cot-^^  16fA  May,  Simlah. — Sent  to-day  a  copy  of  the 
mander-  statement  to  Colonel  Durand,  the  Military  Member 
and  '  of  Council,  and  to  other  councillors,  financial, 
legislative  and  all,  as  well  as  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  ;  and  to  Colonel  Norman,  the  Military  Secre- 
tary to  Government,  who,  and  Donald  Stewart, 
are  credited  with  being  the  originators  of  the  Staff 
Corps  scheme.  The  document  shows  that  there 
will,  in  1873,  be  as  many  as  921  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  in  the  three  Army  Staff  Corps, 
all  who  survive  of  Avhom,  would,  on  reaching 
(^doners  Allowances,  be,  in  1884,  in  receipt  of 
quite  1  lOOZ.  per  annum  each  ;  that,  allowing  221 


others. 
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of  the  number  meanwhile  to  die  or  to  retire,  which 
was  to  allow  a  large  margin  in  those  regards,  there 
would  still  remain  as  many  as  700  officers  entitled 
to  at  least  llOOZ.  a  year  :  that  this  would  amount 
to  upwards  of  700,000Z.  per  annum,  "  an  enormous 
prospective  liability y  and  at  one  coup  nearly  doubling 
the  amount,  iricluding  ColoneVs  Allowances,  lUnc  paid 
by  Government  to  the  entire  number  of  retired,  officers 
of  the  three  Presidencies !  '*  The  proposed  remedy 
is,  to  pension  off  Staff  Corps  Field  Officers,  and 
gradually  "  get  rid  of  them  "  by  the  offer  annually 
of  one  hundred  extra  pensions,  of  144i.  to  each  Bvt.- 
Colonel,  135Z.  to  Lieutenant-Colonels,  and  108Z.  to 
Majors,  in  numbers  proportionate  to  the  strength 
of  each  of  the  three  armies,  (that  is,  of  forty-five  to 
Bengal,  thirty-two  to  Madras,  and  twenty-three  to 
Bombay,)  the  extra  pensions  being  additional  to 
the  old-established  pensions  of  their  rank,  of  456L 
in  the  case  of  Bvt.-Colonels,  of  365Z.  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels, and  of  292Z.  of  Majors ;  officers 
of  the  last-mentioned  rank  to  be  admitted  to  the 
offer  to  retire,  in  the  event  of  the  allotted  number 
of  one  hundred  extra  pensions,  not  being  accepted 
by  as  many  Lieutenant-Colonel's  ;  and  that  these 
pensions  be  granted,  irrespective  of  the  leave 
already  taken  by  the  several  retiring  officers, 
preference  to  candidates  for  retirement,  being  given 
in  the  order  of  seniority.  Ranken  shows  that  the 
Staff  Corps  pay  of  100  Lieutenant-Colonels 
"  amounts  annually  to  99,340/.,"  and  that  as  the 
pension  of  their  rank,  S65Z.  p.  a.,  with  the  extra 
135Z.  to  be  offered,  or  600Z.  in  all,  to  100  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels,  would  amount    to  50,000/.  p.  a.. 
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there  mmhl,  if  all  accepted  the  offer^  be  a  clear  savin/fof 
49,340/.,  or  nearly  fice  lukhs  of  rupees  every  year!  Even 
if  the  offer  of  this  boon  were  accepted,  there  would 
still  remain  upwards  of  300  Lieutenant-Colonek 
and  500  Majors  in  the  three  Staff  Corps  in  1873, 
and  the  question  pertinently  put  by  me,  is  :  "  How 
may  suitable  employment  be  found  for  even  that 
reduced  number  ? "  I  note  that  in  1873,  there 
will,  dafn  f/ua,  not  only  be  as  many  as  921  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels, but  also 476  Majors,  790  Captains; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  vo  more  than  seventeen 
.iiilMilternii  in  the  three  Staff  Coips,  restricting  the 
count  to  those  only  who  were  admitted  to  the  Staff 
Corps  on  its  first  formation  in  each  Presidency  in 
1801.^ 
Later  in  the  day  the  weather  cleared  up,  and 

^  P.S. — At  first  repudiated,  thrown  out,  not  agreed  to,  ignored, 
and  myself  siii^dtnl  out  from  home  and  lield  up  as  the  obnoxiooi 
ori^'iiiator  of  llio  scheme  (which  I  was  not,  though  by  my  well- 
known  action  in  brin^dng  it  prominently  to  notice  and  mofjitating 
tlie  suhjoet,  I  might  bt*  said  to  have  fathered  it,)  the  measure  was 
nevertheless  ot^'ntually  a/tnpfed^  and  put  into  practice  on  even 
more  favourable  terms  to  individual  ofBeers  ;  but  only  when  **the 
ennrmous  prospective  liability,"  additionally  occasioned  by  the 
c»Ttain  admission  of  LieuttMiant-Colonels  of  twelve  years'  standing 
to  *'  Colonel's  Allowances,''  (a  concession  extended  under  a  spirit 
of  uuboundi'd  libi-i-ality,  most  honourable  to  the  promoter  of  it, 
and  for  which  tin*,  whole  Service  was  deeply  indebted  to  the 
»Si:cr«tiiry  of  Stat«*  fur  India  of  the  poriod,  Lord  Cranbourne,  the 
present  Loid  Salisbury,)  was  at  length  realized  as  inevitable  under 
any  circum-tanc<"'*,  and  after  too,  it  had  aln-ady  to  some  consider- 
able  extent  Ix^^n  experienced  and  begun  to  be  felt.  It  wi? 
implied,  wln-n  the  scheme  was  rejecltd,  that  it  was  the  product 
of  too  easv  an  aetvss  to  ollicial  «loouments,  and  such  accessibiltT 
was,  somewhat  discouiieou>ly,  animadverted  upon  and  forbidden. 
Nn  cr«.'dit  wdmM  s»'rm  to  have  bt-en  all«>\ved  to  intuit i'fn  in  a 
matter  >o  publirly  patent,  or  to  the  knowledge  i-f  old  thai  tico  a»^ 
tint  made  s-iiiit-thin^',  ur  tliat  nf  lli«'  "  rule  of  three  "  ! 
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became  most  charming.  The  mall  crowded — every 
one  congratulating  each  other  at  having  come  up 
from  the  burning  plains. 

Ylih  May. — A  salute  announced  the  arrival 
from  Hydrabad  of  Sir  George  Yule,  come  to  take 
up  his  place  as  a  Member  of  Council  {vide,  p.  318, 
vol.  i.)  He  rode  straight  up  to  "  Longwood"  to 
see  me,  and  we  had  a  long  conversation,  de  omnibus 
rebus. 

There  is  some  inconsistency  in  Sir  John's  attitude  ^^  ^^^^ 

•^  Lawrenoe 

towards  Native  Rulers — at  variance,  that  is,  with  and 
his  declared  policy  of  non-interference  with  their  Rulers. 
internal  administration.     Take,  for  instance,  the 
enforcement  within  their  territories  of  the  decrees  of 
our  Civil  Law  Courts,  and  the  late  arbitrary  "  Reso- 
lution "  compelling  payment  by  them  of  compensa- 
tion for  all  mail  robberies  within  the  limits  of  their 
several  states,  both  touching  them  on  very  sensi- 
tive points.     On  the  subject  of  the  latter  ulcase^  I 
have  already  noticed  its  effects  {vide  pp.  133,  248, 
392,  vol.  i.)     That  the  measure -has  created  a  very 
great  temptation  to  rob  the  mails,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.     I  have  it  before  me  that  as  much  nearly  as  vaine  of 
three   crores   of   rupees  worth   of  jewellery   and  ThiDga 
bullion  (30,000,000Z.)  are  estimated  to  be  annually  Ste^nJii, 
sent   to   Western  India  by  post  through  Jeypore 
territory  alone,  the  high  road  to  Bombay  through 
Rajpootanah.     This  includes,  to  be  sure,  the  trans- 
missions   as   well    by  the  mails  of    the    British 
Government  as  by  means  of  the  native  dak  or  post 
maintained  independently  in  Native  States.     Sepa- 
rate  these   remittances,    however,   and  the   vast 
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majority  of  them  would  still  represent  despatches 
from  British  territory.  Jewellery  and  gold  bullion, 
gold  loaf,  pearls  and  precious  stones,  gold  and  silver 
lace,  and  the  richest  brocades,  the  finest  and  most 
costly  fabrics,  and  shawls  from  Cashmere,  are  con- 
tinually entrusted  to  the  British  Government  Post  for 
despatch  {vide  pp.  364,  392,  vol.  i.) — ^for  despatch, 
too,  despite  the  prohibition  of  the  Post  Office  rules— 
to  say  nothing  of  the  enormous  remittances,  of  which 
I  have  mentioned  several  notable  instances,  of  trea- 
sure sent  on  camel  back  and  upon  carts,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cotton  and  opium  in  the  regions  where  those 
commodities  are  grown.  The  knowledge  of  all  this 
»t^^fJr  excites  the  cupidity  of  plunderers,  added  to  the  fart 
Robberies  ^^^  which,  as  has  been  seen,  is  of  no  moment  to 
them  either  way,)  that  the  so-called  "escorts"  ac- 
companying so  much  wealth  are  always  slender  {vidt 
p.  318,  vol.  i.)  Any  way,  they  are  insufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  protection.  It  is  not  therefore  a  matter 
for  surprise  that  native  chiefs  should  view  with  dis- 
satisfaction and  feel  vexed  by  the  promulgation 
of  an  ordinance  that  should  hold  them  responsible 
when  such  costly  articles  are  waylaid  and  plun- 
dered. For,  as  they  justly  aver,  the  ability,  if  not 
liee/i><e,  to  send  prohibited  articles  by  the  Govern- 
ment Post,  and  the  knowledge  that  they  are 
so  continually  sent,  badly  guarded  too,  oflfer 
temptiitions  to  rob  the  mail,  for  which  they  cannot 
with  justice  be  held  responsible  by  us,  any  more 
than  the  British  Government  held  itself  answerable 
on  the  not  infrequent  occasions  of  the  Government 
mail   being  similarly   robbed  iu    Brifi'^h    territory! 
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But  not  only  that,  for  the  introduction  of  the 
obnoxious  measure  has  led  rulers  to  be  opposed  to 
and  to  object  to  the  proposal  for  "the  extension  of 
British  Post  Offices  within  their  own  limits  ;  and  it 
has  moreover,  passed,  that  mail  robberies  have  in- 
creased in  Native  territory,  rather  than  diminished, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  new  rule — a  natural 
consequence — the  knowledge  that  compensation 
for  losses,  or  tawdni  as  it  is  termed,  is  demanded, 
having  led  the  native  public  to  resort  more  than 
ever  before,  to  the  British  Postal  Department  for 
the  export  of  their  things  of  value.* 

18th  May. — Am  flattered  by  a  friendly  visit  to- 
day from  Colonel  Norman,  Military  Secretary  to 
the  Government  of  India,  for  I  had  not  beford  been 
so  distinguished.  He  is  a  very  able  man,  but  some 
of  us  are  not  one  with  him  in  regard  to  the  after- 
effects resulting  from  his  child — the  Staff  Corps 
{vide  p.  40,  vol.  ii.) 

It  falls  in  somewhat  with  my  remarks  about  the  The  Presi 
late  Compensation  Edict,  {vide  p.  43,  vol.  ii.,)  that  penttt?on 
an  influential  paper  should,  at  this  date,  observe  ^\^eriei 
of  its  operation,  that  it  was  "  a  roundabout  and 
ineffective  method"  of   doing  what  native  chiefs 
would  do  of  themselves  if  properly  urged  ;  that  the 
arrangement  would  not  render  life  and  property 
much  more  secure  than  before  ;  and  that  it  acted  as 
a  premium  on  the  neglect  of  more  effective  measures, 
as  that  feudatory  chiefs  preferred  paying  up  the 

'  P.S. — The  above  was  subsequently  brought  by  me  into  an  official 
report  on  the  subject.  The  enforced  compensation  was  not,  how- 
ever, payable  to  any  'senders  of  articles  contraband  of  the  Post 
Office  rules,  but  to  be  '^  collected  into  a  fund." 
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Anecdote 
of  a  Hill 
Woman 
married 
to  an 
Officer. 


full  value  of  the  plundered  mails,  to  the  burthen  of 
maintaining  an  eflScient  police.  The  same  journal 
further  describes  the  **  compulsory  exaction,"  to 
be  in  a  manner,  a  species  of  "  black-mail," — paying 
for  depredations  was  to  the  minds  of  native  rulers, 
more  economical  than  the  expense  of  a  police,  the 
advantage  of  keeping  up  which  was  now  ignored 
more  than  before;  the  "high-handed  decree** 
was  distasteful,  as  placing  native  chiefs  "  under  the 
pressure  of  an  invidious  compulsion  ** — and  further, 
they  felt  insulted  at  being  regarded  "  to  be  cogni- 
zant of  brigands  "  (not,  I  think,  that  all  are  not,) 
"  who  come  from  British  territory  as  often  as  from 
their.own." 

19th  May,  Sunday. — In  our  walk  round  Jako 
this  evening,  we  met  "Annie,  born  of  native 
parents,"  lolling  in  an  approved  English  young 
lady  manner,  in  a  Jdnpdny  carried  by  costumed 
hill  men,  all  en  regie.  This  lady,  sprung  from  a 
hill  village,  and  of  the  fair  complexion  usual  among 
hill  women,  was  styled  as  above  in  the  announce- 
ment of  her  marriage  with  ,  long  time  a 

colonist  in  these  mountains.  It  is  told  of  this 
event,  that  as  the  period  of  it  drew  nigh,  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Sanatorium  took  her  in  hand  to 
instruct  her  in  the  principles  of  Christianity,  pre- 
paratory to  her  anterior  baptism,  and  used  to 
narrate  to  her,  in  an  easy  way  suitable  to  her 
understanding,  some  of  the  incidents  of  the  Bible. 
On  returning  to  and  resuming  one  morning,  the 
account  of  the  Nativity,  she  stopped  him  :  "  No,  no, 
do  not  tell  me  those  tales,  but  tell  me  again  about 
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the  drowning  of  the  liishkur  in  crossing  the  waters, 
Mid  all  that,"  alluding  to  the  destruction  of 
Pharaoh's  host  in  the  Red  Sea ;  that  and  kindred 
traditions  of  pomp  and  circumstance,  conjuring 
ber  fanciful  imagination  more  than,  as  she  re- 
^rded  them,  drier  information  not  so  illustrated, 
or  comprehensible. 

20th  May. — No  more  rain  for  the  present,  the  Bedecked 
weather  most  pleasant,  and  everything  looking  "^^"^^ 
beautiful.  Our  Janpdnees,  and  hill  men  generally, 
may  be  seen  gaily  wearing  bunches  of  the  dark 
blue  iris  growing  wild  round  about,  and  abounding 
white  or  red  rhododendron  flowers,  in  their  caps 
and  head-gear. — I  imported  to  Simlah  several  sorts 
of  roses  last  year  from  Jubbulpore  (where  I  had 
introduced  them  from  Belgaum,  vide  p.  250,  vol.  i.,) 
and  all  are  now  in  bloom  in  our  rosary  here,  delight- 
ful to  the  eye,  the  Persian  or  Bussora  rose,  of  great 
perfume,  both  white  and  pink,  particularly. 

Among  the  nuzzurdnas  or  ofEerings  (lit.  cere-  yjj^^ 
monial  presents^)  to  the  Viceroy  from  ambassadors 
and  envoys  received  here,  was  a  stout  yaboo  or  hill 
pony  with  slit  earSy  consequently  called  chdr-gooshee 
or  four-eared,  an  importation  from  Khirgeez  where 
the  breed  abounds,  presented  by  a  distant  hill 
chieftain.  It  was  added,  as  was  incumbent  {it  was 
not  so  in  olden  days,)  to  the  "  Toshuh-khdnuh  *' 
or  official  depository  of  all  such  non-personally 
receivable  presents ;  and  being  put  up  to  auction 
%t  the  office  of  the  local  Deputy  Commissioner  or 
nagistrate,  was  purchased  by  myself.  But  the 
inimal  proved  to.  be  incorrigibly  vicious,  to  the 
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terror,  not  only  of  those  whom  I  should  meet  while 
riding  him  along  the  narrow  hill  ways,  but  of 
myself  whom,  by  his  ugly  habit  of  shying,  he  had 
sometimes  nearly  precipitated,  along  with  himself, 
down  the  awfully  deep  khuds  or  abysses  of  the 
hills,  overhanging  which  the  mountain  straits  and 
paths  dangerously  wind.  But  being  a  beautifal 
animal,  with  a  long  bushy  tail  and  mane,  and  of 
a  silky  white  colour  dappled  with  red-brown  spots, 
plum-pudding  like,  and  not  only  very  sturdy  and 
enduring,  but  comfortable  to  ride  from  his  easy 
ambling  paces,  I  thought  to  have  him  altered  as 
advised,  and  the  operation  was  performed  accord- 
ingly, earlier  in  the  season,  at  the  Horse  Artillery 
veterinary  stables  at  TJmbalah,  such  being  gene- 
rally the  effective  remedy  for  vice.  But  on  this 
occasion  it  has  not  proved  successful  as  yet ;  for 
"  Plum-pudding  "  this  evening  broke  away  from 
his  syce  or  horsekeeper,  and  scampered  away 
to  the  public  danger.  The  poor  syce  was  dragged 
some  distance,  and  is  badly  hurt.  I  am  perplexed 
what  to  do,  for  I  do  not  want  to  get  rid  of  so  fine 
a  little  beast,  too  readily ! 
Moghya  21.s/  Mail.  —  Regarding  the  Moghyas,  whose 
Temerity,  plundering  habits  I  before  noticed  {vide  pp.  375, 
and  385,  vol.  i.)  the  Political  Officer  at  Oodeypore 
reports  another  of  their  exploits  in  the  direction 
of  the  same  Nimbhaira  before  mentioned  (p.  375, 
vol.  i.,)  affording  a  further  specimen  of  the  temerity 
An  Old     they  have  acquired  from  long  neglect  and  impunity. 

Bengal         With  our  lad,  to-day  visited  General  and 

offk/r*     his   Avife.      Their  grown-up    sons  and    daughters 
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having  never  been  at  home,  are  almost  to  the 
manner,  natives  in  their  ways,  and  talk  what  is 
called  "  chee-chee  bat " — a  mixed  sort  of  Hindustani- 
cum-English  jargon — for  instance,  "  Ath  bujh4 
dna  best  hai "  (You  had  better  come  at  8  o'clock,) 
"  Oodhur  don't  go  "  (Don't  go  there.)  The  good 
old  General  rose  in  my  second  brother's  regiment, 
eventually  to  the  command  of  it,  and  had  been  in 
India  continuously  since  coming  out  as  a  young 
cadet.     Thence  we  wound  down  the  hillside  to  call 

on .     Something  surely  troubled  the  beautiful 

lady  there,  with  all  her  grace  of  reception  and 
charm  of  manner, — perhaps  flying  rumours — why 
mind  them  ?  they  are  ever  over-coloured,  as  often 
untrue,  however  sometimes  provoking.  The  lad 
went  in  and  got  wounded.  He  came  out  fired,  and 
was  ready  to  imitate  the  Indian  champion  casting 
away  his  scabbard,  or  the  battle-breathing  Phailwdn 
burning  to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  to  the  whole 
world, /or  her  !     But,  stay  — 

"  Those  who  in  quarrels  interpose, 
Must  often  wipe  a  bloody  nose." 

Or,  as  the  Indian  himself  has  it :  "  If  you  butt 
your  head  against  a  ram,  you  are  safe  to  get  a 
broken  pate." 

22nd    May. — It    certainly    seems    ludicrous    to^j^^^j"® 
"license*"  soldiers  to  carry  arms,  yet  such  seems  co»Kr«"ty' 
to  be  in  effect,  the  operation  of  the  new  License 
Tax  (vide  p.  434,  vol.  i.)     Then  as  to  its  results, 
the  promises   from   its   incidence — in   the    single 
instance  of  Lahore,  a  rich  district,  it  will  scarcely 

VOL.  n.  K 
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realize  20,000  rupees  in  the  year  there,  nor  more 
than  six  lakhs  of  rupees  in  the  entire  province  of 
the  Punjab.  But  with  all  the  diatribes  against  its 
action,  levelled  by  the  unreasoning  and  unreason- 
aVile  rich  Calcutta  folk,  the  greatest  objection  to 
the  impost  is  this,  that  it  falls  principally  upon 
those  who  are  comparatively  poor.  Of  the  1400 
or  so  licenses  as  vet  issued  under  the  Act  in  the 
fjljove  district,  but  a  few  over  a  thousand  were  to 
the  lowest  or  sixth  class  of  persons  included  in  its 
scope  ;  about  200  only  to  the  class  next  in  succes- 
sion ;  and  the  rest,  not  a  hundred,  to  the  remain- 
ing four  higher  grades — a  result  that,  perhaps, 
may  be  taken  as  a  sample  and  an  estimate  of  the 
product  of  the  entire  measure,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  ill-will  it  is  creative  of.  This  seems  awkward 
for  my  opinion  as  to  its  financial  success  !  {vide  p. 
10,  vol.  ii.) 

After  closing  office  work,  walked  at  evening 
round  Jako  with  the  two  Swinlev  vouths,  both  fine 
yrnuig  fellows,  one  in  the  Irregular  Cavalry  and  the 
otlicr  in  the  Roval  Ai*tillerv.  Their  father  is  ill. 
Thnj.'!?*-©  23/v/  Moij, — Am  a  good  deal  occupied  just  now  in 
it  Polhon.  preparing  statements  of  the  crime  of  Thuggee  by 
means  of  poison  throughout  India  during  the  past 
three  years.  They  give  much  trouble,  there  being 
great  difficulty  in  drawing  them  up  with  sufficient 
fulness,  owing  to  the  absence  of  details  in  most  of  the 
cases  reported  by  district  officers,  and  to  a  general 
hesitation  on  their  part  in  determining  the  degree  of 
heinousness  attaching  to  each  case;  some  correctly 
recognizing  '*  Thuggee  "  ifl  instances  which  were 
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palpably  the  deed  of  experts,  although  death 
should  not  have  taken  place  ;  others  only  doing  so 
where  death  had  resulted ;  some  classing  certain 
murders  as  cases  of  "  Thuggee,"  without  reference 
to  the  means  resorted  to  in  the  perpetration 
thereof ;  others  who  wholly  pass  by  cases  of 
poisoning  whether  followed  by  death  or  not, 
although  they  bore  evidence  of  being  the  acts  of 
class  criminals ;  some  who  restrict  their  notice  to 
selected  cases  only  of  its  occurrence,  passing 
by  other  similar  instances ;  some  who  endea- 
vour to  distinguish  between  different  degrees 
of  poisoning,  some  calling  "  murder  by  poison  " 
Thuggee^  others  not  doing  so  :  others  who  lump  all 
such  kindred  offences  under  round  rumbers  with- 
out any  narration  of  the  attendant  circumstances, 
contented  only  with  quoting  against  them  the 
sections  of  the  Penal  Code  under  which  they  were 
triable  or  were  tried,  (among  which  quoted  sections 
were  those  which  recognized  the  criminal  use  of 
poisons,)  yet  leaving  it  to  be  gleaned  to  what  par- 
ticular  instances  of  the  collection  they  were  appli- 
cable, etc.  Thus  the  research  for  statistical  pur- 
poses,  is  proportionately  great. 

Among  the  several  cases  so  reported,  I  have  come  a  Eaii- 
to  one  which  I  do  not  think  I  have  noticed  before,  tieman*^ 
except  officially  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  which  ^Q"^"*^- 
was  nearly  two  years  ago,  and  I  would  mention  it 
here.     I  have  said  that  our  School  of  Industry  at 
Jubbulpore,  is  intended  to  act  as  a  kind  of  reforma- 
tory, in  which  the  offspring,  male  and  female,  of 
our  thug  and  dacoit  approvers  and  prisoners,  are 

E  2 
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instructed  in  various  trades  in  view  to  their  recla- 
mation, and  by  their  following  which  they  may  earn 
their  livelihood  {y\(}e  p.  250,  vol.  i.)  But  beyond  the 
influence  exercised  through  their  parents  in  our 
custody,  we  have  (wrongfully  I  think,)  no  power 
over  this  rising  generation  when  they  have  grown 
up  and  elected  to  seek  their  living  elsewhere. 
Several  of  them  have,  from  time  to  time,  done  very 
well  as  far  as  we  know  or  have  been  able  to  follow 
them  in  their  subsequent  careers.  Many  of  these 
youths,  of  the  thug  classes,  had  found  employment 
with  European  gentlemen  as  private  servants,  more 
particularly  of  late  with  the  officials  employed  on 
the  railway  under  construction  on  the  line  connect- 
ing (at  Allahabad)  the  Great  Indian  Peninsula 
Railway  with  the  main  line  running  to  and  from 
Calcutta,  a  work  which,  as  I  have  noticed,  has 
lately  been  completed,  though  not  yet  in  working 
order  {y-Ule  p.  28,  vol.  ii.)  Among  these  gentlemen 
was  a  J/y.  rphaniy  who  was  in  charge  of  a  portion 
of  the  line  extending  for  some  miles  beyond 
Sleemanabad,  which  is  near  Jubbulpore,  our  dep6t, 
and  two  such  lads  were  in  his  service  as  kh  id  mutuant 
or  table  servants.  He  had  ridden  back  one  even- 
ing tired  from  inspecting  his  long  beat,  and  was 
lying  on  his  bed  in  his  tent.  The  hinnnti^  or  tent 
walls  being  triced  up  to  admit  the  air,  he  was  able 
to  see  under  them,  and  presently,  on  chancing  to 
look  that  way,  he  observed  the  two  servants,  who 
were  engaged  in  cooking  his  dinner  outside, 
squeezing  into  one  of  the  cooking  utensils  on  the 
fire,  some  green  pods  wliich  he  had  seen  them  to 
j)luck  from  a  bush  close  by  the  spot  ;  but  supposing 
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the  substance  to  be  some  kind  of  vegetable,  he  took 
no  particular  notice  of  the  act  except  to  be  curious 
what  they  possibly  could  be.  Accidentally,  how- 
ever, from  fatigue,  he  was  in  no  humour  for  food 
when  his  dinner  was  served,  and  merely  took  a 
little  rice  and  milk.  He  may,  too,  have  then  been 
a  little  suspicious,  for  he  afterwards  put  some  of 
the  cast-away  pods  into  his  pocket ;  but  the  thought 
did  not  last,  for  next  morning  the  two  servants 
served  him  as  usual  with  tea,  etc.,  for  his  chota- 
hdzirriy  or  first  breakfast — partaking  of  which  he 
ordered  his  pony  and  then  rode  off  to  the  tent  of 
the  railway  doctor,  two  or  three  miles  distant ;  by 
the  time  of  his  reaching  which  he  became  faint  and 
lost  consciousness.  Dr.  Spicer  at  once  perceived 
from  the  symptoms,  that  he  was  suffering  from 
datoora  poisoningj  and  was  happily  able  promptly 
to  apply  the  usual  antidotes,  and  the  patient  quickly 
rallied.  On  his  producing  the  pods  which  he  had 
picked  up  on  the  previous  evening,  the  two  pro- 
ceeded to  the  bush  from  which  they  had  been 
plucked.  The  doctor  at  once  pronounced  them  to 
be  of  the  datoora  plant  {Datoora  stramonium.)  Thus 
further  confirmed  in  his  diagnosis  of  the  case,  the 
two  servants  were  taken  into  custody,  and  along 
with  them  the  unfortunate  horse-keeper  and  the 
grass-cutter.  How  the  two  latter  were  believed  to 
be  implicated  I  am  not  aware,  but  they  both  were 
sentenced  to  three  years'  imprisonment.  The 
head  servant  or  cook,  he  who  more  particularly  was 
seen  to  handle  the  pods,  was  sentenced  to  six  years' 
imprisonment ;  but  his  fellow  khidmutgar  was 
ncqvitted !    The  intention  was  to  rob  their  master 
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while  in  a  state  of  unconsciousness,  and  he  narrowly 
indeed  escaped  with  his  life.  It  is  significant  that 
these  two  servants  were  the  offspring  of  thug 
stranglers  of  the  old  stock,  and  the  occasion  shows 
the  difficulty  in  reclaiming  these  people  from  their 
evil  ways.  Among  many  other  examples  of  this, 
Thug-  I  would  remember  that  of  the  thug-born  lad  who 
on  '  was  kept  in  prison  along  with  his  mother  till  he 
beoo^B  ta-d  grown  up,  and  was  then  set  at  liberty.  His 
Notoriont  f^*^^^»  ^^^  uucles,  his  brothers,  all  his  male  rela- 
Thng  tions  of  several  past  generations,  were  thugs ;  and 
those  of  the  imVnediate  or  present  race  of  them,  had 
been,  more  or  less,  convicted  of  thuggee  in  our  opera- 
tions, and  been  variously  sentenced,  some  to  be 
hanged  and  others  to  transportation  or  imprison- 
ment for  various  periods,  his  father  being  of  the 
number  executed.  This  youth  had  never  himself 
engaged  in  any  act  of  thuggee — he  was  too  young 
then  yet  to  do  so — but  he  was  cognizant  of  the 
deeds  of  his  adult  male  relatives,  and  he  plainly 
**  belonged  to,"  icas  a  memher  o/,  the  formidable 
association.  Hence  his  incarceration  in  view  to  his 
reformation  as  he  should  grow  up.  But  not  a  bit 
— far  from  being  reclaimed,  he  became,  on  his  being 
at  length  enlarged,  the  jemadar  or  leader  of  a  gang 
of  thugs,  as  his  father  was  before  him,  and  was 
long  notorious  as  such,  till  at  last  he  too  was 
sought  out  and  taken,  and  eventually,  after  con- 
viction and  a  sentence  to  death,  was  admitted  bv 

m 

the  (Jeneral  Superintendent  as  an  approver  under 
conditional  pardon,  lie  thereupon  assisted  the 
Sui)pression  Department  against  his  numerous 
associates,  many  of  whom  were,  through  his  assist- 
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ance,  accordingly  ciptured  and  brought  to  punish- 
ment. This  was  in  the  early  part  of  our  operations  ; 
but  in  regard  to  the  case  just  recited,  of  the  narrow 
escape  of  the  railway  gentleman,  I  may  also  nar- 
rate in  this  place,  if  I  have  not  already  done  so  at 
the  period  of  the  occasion,  that  shortly  prior  to  that 
occurrence,  it  happened  that  several  poor  children 
of  the  Byculla  Charity  School   at  Bombay,  were  Bjooiis 

J*  jji  •  j^  A*  T    School 

discovered  to  be  poisoned  from  eating  some  medi-  children 
cated  sweetmeats  that  had  been  maliciously  flung  P"*"®***^- 
over  the  wall  into  their  playground.  I  had  long 
previously  but  ineffectually  endeavoured,  when  I 
was  the  Thuggee  officer  for  the  Bombay  circle,  to 
persuade  the  Bombay  Government  to  specially 
legislate  against  the  possession  and  unrestricted  sale 
everywhere  of  poisonous  drugs.'  Aroused  now, 
however,  by  the  Byculla  incident,  to  a  sense  of  the 
danger  of  not  doing  so,  the  Government  of  Bombay 
forthwith  passed  a  law  restricting  the  sale  of 
poisons ;  and  no  sooner  did  I  become  aware  of  it, 
than  I,  who  had  now  become  General  Superinten- 
dent of  the  entire  operations  for  the  suppression  of 
the  crime  throughout  India,  went  straight  up  to  the 
Supreme  Government  with  an  earnest  recommenda- 
tion (frequently  before  submitted,)  that  a  similar 
law  be  passed  for  the  entire  Peninsula,*  even 
going  so  far  as  to  declare  the  possibility  of  the 

*  The  corioos  oq  this  subject  I  would  refer  to  vol.  i.  New 
Series,  of  **  Selections  from  the  Records  of  the  Bombay  Government 
in  the  Police  Branch  of  the  Judicial  Department,  1858/'  where 
my  several  reports  on  the  subject  to  that  Government  are  recorded. 

*  P.S. — Vide  letter  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of 
India,  Home  Department,  No.  900,  dated  13th  September,  1865, 
in  reference  to  which  I  here  quote  what  I  submitted  of  the  sub- 
ject at  a  subsequent  date.     Speaking  of  the  recommendation  not 
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crime  halnq  practuied  tipon  ourselves,  I  was  not  then 
aware  of  the  above  case  in  the  Central  Provinces, 
of  Mr.  Upham,  the  railway  superintendent.  It 
had  taken  place  only  a  few  days  previously,  and  it 
served  my  prediction  very  opportunely  !  * 

being  then  yet  attended  to,  I  said  :  "  I  beliere  an  objecticm  to 
such  a  hiw  was  urged  in  the  fact  that  datoora^  for  instanee,  wii 
often  used  by  natives  for  medicinal  purposes.  If  justice  should 
l)e  defeated  by  these  detestable  criminals  makin^i^  nse  on  their  put 
of  the  some  argument  in  support  of  their  innocence^  it  were  weak- 
ness for  us  tf>  urge  it,  too,  if  through  it  they  should  be  saved  from 
punishment !  It  is  the  well-known  character  of  the  Thug  to  mah 
that  mill  whicJi  tcoulfl  be  evidence  in  our  Courts  of  La»c — and  for 
him  to  advance  that  in  his  defence  which  he  knows  we  are  oiirM/m 
j(o  tf-nart'ouH  alxmt — for  him  to  declare  that  he  kept  poison  by  him 
to  uifff  it  a^  meillcine  "  (this  subterfuge  was  really  adopted  on  a 
previous  memorable  occasion,  on  the  part  of  a  notorious  ruffian,  who 
was  not  only  a  thug  poisoner  but  also  a  dacoit  and  murderer,  as  well 
on  river  as  on  land — vide  p.  62  and  footnote,  vol.  i.;)  "  because  ve 
say  that  it  is  u^ed  by  natives  for  such  a  purpose,  and  may  thereforf 
bf  jfOit)ff8:<ed  hij  them,  is  altogether  to  sustain  that  character  and  to 
GveiTcach  uh.  As  submitted,  however,  in  my  letter  under  adver- 
tence, the  inconvenience  of  a  prohibitory  law  of  the  scope  ailvo- 
cated  by  mo,  to  those  who  really  used  drugs  for  curative  purposes, 
wruiM  affect  a  very  f<*w  iu  comparison  with  the  very  many  whum 
the.  restrirtion  would  protect  They  who  requiretl  such  things  for 
hon(?.st  aims,  would  sulfur  little  from  the  mere  trouble  of  having  to 
seek  jteiniission  to  pos.*«'ss  them ;  while  the  eflFect  upon  those  who 
wanted  them  for  diminalends,  would  at  least  be  that  they  wouM, 
in  tonie  nieasun^,  bt*  deterred  from  too  readily  using  them  lest  they 
slioiiM  be  di>f(Aeied  unjcurfulhf  io  have  them." 

■^  P.S. —  Mr.  Mainr  (Sir  Henry  iSmnmcr,)  who  was  the  Legisla- 
tive MenibfT  of  the  (lovernor-Generars  Council  at  this  peri»>d, 
}ie>itated  to  recommend  the  advof;:Ued  law,  on  the  ground  that  il 
was  a  '' ilHJicat^'  'luestion  to  legislate  upon."  iSuch  was  not  th* 
oj»inion  of  Mr.  Ib-hhouse  (Lonl  Ifobhouse,)  who,  at  a  subsequenl 
tlate,  .>u«.rcccl(d  to  tlie  same  hi«;h  tillice.  That  eiiually  able  legis- 
lator', and  I  I'lli^'V*'  h*arned  Sir  James  Ste]>hen  also,  altogethi-r 
8n|'[»orted  my  ]trop<isal.  Pjiges  22  to  28,  38  to  7i,  and  7G,  77  auJ 
1>  ill  tlie  tirst  [lart  c.»f  the  presL-nl  Juiirnal  (vol.  i.)  show  tliat  the 
advisability  of  <\\r\i  an  exjMMJient  still  exists.  Sir  dame.««  Stephen 
was  Le^'isiativc   M«nib«T    heiwueu    Sir    Henry   Maine   and  L'ni 
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2MU   May. — We   all    know   this   day — and   our 
native  employes  also  well  know  that  it  is  a  hxcrra 
din   with    us,   or   "  great    day  *' — for   they   have 
always  a  full  holiday  upon  it.     The  Viceroy,   as  chapter  of 
Grand  Master  of  the  new  Order  of  the  Star  of  '^^^^J^^^ 
India,  held  an  investiture  of  the  late  two  admis-  ?*^'.  ^^ 

'  India. 

sions  to  it,  and  I  attended  the  ceremony  at  Peter- 
hoff.  The  two  new  knights  were  Major-General 
Durand,  the  Military  Member  of  Council,  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Muir,  the  Foreign  Secretary.  All  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  wore  the  special  robes  apper- 
taining to  it,  and  "  Sir  Henry  Durand  "  and  "  Sir 
^William  Muir,"  K.C.S.I.,  were  invested  accord- 
ingly. Sir  John  addressed  them  in  a  speech 
recounting  the  services  on  account  of  which  they 
had  been  selected  for  the  distinction.  Aitchison, 
as  Secretary  of  the  Order,  marshalled  the  cere- 
mony. Sir  John's  voice  sounded  weak  and  hollow. 
I  do  not  think  he  can  be  well  ;  and  certainly 
both  he  and  Sir  Wm.  Mansfield  looked  worn  and 
haggard. 

It  beinff  the  Queen's  birthday,  the  Simlah  Euro-  h.m.'s 

XT   ^       .  T  t  *.   1         1       ,  Birthday 

pean  Volunteers,  composed  mostly  of  local  shop-  Banqnet 
keepers  and  clerks,  moved  into  camp  down  at  hoff.*  *'* 
Anandale,  with  their  wives  and  belongings,  to 
shoot  for  prizes,  and  for  the  frolic  of  the  occasion. 
To  where  I,  too,  and  nearly  the  whole  community, 
went  in  the  afternoon,  but,  as  I  missed  my  pony, 
I  had  to  walk  up  the  winding  paths  of  the  steep 
hill-side,  and  felt  fatigued  by  the  exertion  on  my 
return  home,  not  very  fit  to  dine  afterwards  as  I 
did  among  other  invited  *'  heads  of  departments  " 
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at  Peterhoff,  "  to  celebrate  Her  Majesty's  birth- 
day.**    It  was  a  medal  day,  of  course,  and  of  full 
uniform.     The  table  was  well   served,   the  wine 
good,  and   everyone  was   quite   happy.      Trotted 
back  with   Lumsden  (Sir   Peter,)   I   on   my  fine 
English  horse,  he,  too,  on  a  good  mover ;  and  we 
both  together  paced  it  pretty  smartly,  giving  the 
go-by  to  all  those  returning  from  the  banquet. 
AL  kkar-      ^^^^  May. — A  neighbour's  pet  dog  was  carried 
Pakknr.    away  last  night  by  a  Lukkur^pukkur,  a  species  of 
ounce  infesting  these  hills  and  preying  upon  dogs 
and  the  like,  but  very  timid  as  against  human 
beings  ;  they  are  great  sneaks, 
simiah         2(jth  Mai/y   Sunday. — We    strolled    at    evening 
through  the  tunnel  (of  no  great  length,)  on  the 
road  to  Mahdseo ;    and  wandered,   too,   over  the 
crag  through  which  it  is  excavated.     A  good  deal 
of  water  was  dripping  through  the  arch. 
Keport  OQ      27th  May. — I  was  called  upon  for,  and  last  year 
fli(-t\>T"    submitted   to   the    Government   of    India,    a  full 
inferring  K^po^'t  0^  the  workiug  of  the  Thuggee  and  Da- 
^*^  coitie    Department   in    Xative    States,    discussing 

<»pera-  morc  especially  the  application  of  the  British  law 
sl^ive  to  its  procedure  in  territories  not  subject  to  the 
State*,  general  laws  of  the  Indian  Councils.  I  carefully 
reviewed  in  it  the  history  of  our  operations,  shovv- 
inpr  **  categorically  and  specifically  "  (the  words  of 
mv  instructions,)  how  and  at  what  time  each  chief 
consented  to  the  direct  action  of  the  British 
(rovcniment  within  his  territories  in  respect  to 
Thuj(3  and  Dacoits,  and  furnishing  a  complete 
compendium,  which   was    what    Government   haJ 
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aimed  at,  of  the  law  on  the  subject.  Government 
thanked  me  cordially  for  this  report,  sent  a  copy 
of  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,®  and 
circulated  printed  copies  of  it  to  all  Govern- 
ments and  Administrations  throughout  India,  and 
to  every  Political  Resident  at  Native  Courts.  It 
has  just  been  reviewed  in  very  favourable  terms 
by  the  "  Times  of  India "  in  a  leading  article. 
The  editor,  quoting  Sir  William  Sleeman,  declared 
with  him  that  "  never  in  the  history  of  crime  and 
of  its  suppression  had  there  been  fewer  acquittals 
as  compared  with  convictions,  or  more  security  to 
the  innocent  in  the  pursuit  of  the  guilty,  than 
witnessed  in  the  measures  of  the  Government  of 
India  for  the  suppression  of  the  great  crime  of 
Thuggee."  He  then  goes  on  to  give  copious 
extracts  from  my  Report,  and  to  combat  any 
idea  of  any  undue  interference  on  our  part  in 
the  administration  of  Native  States  protected  by 
treaty  from  interference  in  their  internal  affairs 
(the  question  of  possible  legal  objections  to  our 
operations  in  which,  had  been  distinctly  raised  by 
the  Government  of  India  itself  in  calling  upon  me 
for  this  Report,)  distinguishes  me  with  the  re- 
mark that  the  subject  had  been  "  satisfactorily 
handled  by  Colonel  Hervey,"  supporting  this  by 
quoting,  as  a  "  conclusive  argument,"  the  following 
passage  from  my  Report : — "  The  only  ground 
upon  which  any  opposition  might  be  based  to  the 
extension  of  the  operations  of  the  Thuggee  and 

•  P.S. — The  India  Office  wrote  back  of  it  approvingly — that  it 
was  a  most  useful  State  document  and  all  that. 
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Dacoitie  Department  to  Native  States  with  greater 
scope  than  formerly,  would  be,  I  conceive,  in  a 
wilful  misconstruction  of  the  articles  of  the  several 
treaties  with  Native  Chiefs,  wherein  it  was  gua- 
ranteed that  British  jurisdiction  shall  not  be  intro- 
duced into  their  principalities,  should  any  chiefs 
be  so  disposed  to  misapply  that  prohibition  when 
considered  in  connection  with  their  recognition  of 
the  supremacy  of  the  British  Government  and  with 
their  agreement  to  act  in  subordinate  co^operatioH 
with  it.  But  it  would  be  hard  to  maintain  any 
reasonable  opposition  on  such  premises.  The 
British  Government  does  not  assert  any  right  to 
introduce  its  jurisdiction  in  their  States  quoad  the 
civil  and  criminal  management  or  control  of  them, 
but  claim  only  a  right  as  a  paramount  power  to 
protect  the  r/ en  era  I  community^  and  to  prevent  pro- 
fessional robbers  and  murderers  findinsr  asvlum  in 

CD  •> 

Native  States  and  committing  from  there  depre- 
dations in  the  States  of  others  and  of  the  British 
Government.  If,  in  the  absence  of  any  lea.*  loci^  or 
of  a  law  particularly  applicable  to  such  cases,  and 
of  a  disj)osition  on  the  part  of  the  local  Sovereigns 
to  adopt  any  measures  of  the  kind,  it  were  left  to 
the  peaceable  subjects  of  a  country  to  redress 
their  own  wrongs  and  avenge  their  injuries, 
anarchy  and  disorder  would  be  the  inevitable 
result  in  every  State  throughout  India;  no  general 
safety  would  be  afforded  ;  the  subjects  of  every 
territory  would  e([ually  suffer  from  the  excesses 
of  the  persons  who  occasioned  those  wrongs ;  and 
every  attempt  towards  good  Grovornment,  in  which 
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the  supreme  power  was  deeply  concerned,  would 
be  impossible." 

^The  "Times  of  India"  adds :—"  There  are 
other  passages  which  we  would  gladly  quote. 
Colonel  Hervey  may  well  be  congratulated  on 
having  had  the  opportunity  of  which  he  has  taken 
such  excellent  advantage,  of  placing  on  record  the 
services  of  the  department  which  he  now  so  ably 
represents.  The  department  has  done  good  work. 
It  has  checked  the  commission  of  dreadful  crimes, 
and  it  has  done  so  in  the  face  of  formidable 
difficulties,  which  have  been  all  overcome  by  the 
devotion  and  perseverance  of  the  officers  entrusted 
by  the  Government  to  carry  out  its  humane  ob- 
jects. With  truth  does  Colonel  Hervey  say  that 
*  a  blessing  has  been  conferred  upon  millions  of  our 
native  stcbjects^  which  is  felt  and  acknowledged  through- 
out  the  vast  land  to  a  degree  of  which  any  Government 
might  be  proud^  shmving,  as  it  does,  that  it  was  not  in 
rain  that  it  was  undertaken^  and  not  in  vain  that  the 
obligation  to  discharge  it  was  appreciated  and  pur- 
sued.'' And  we  are  persuaded  that  the  remarkable 
success  which  has  hitherto  attended  Colonel  Her- 
vey's  efiorts,  will  be  met  with  also  in  the  field  to  : 
which  the  operations  of  his  department  are  now  to 
be  confined."  ^ 


'  P.S. — The  Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  Department,  which  before 
exercised  jurisdiction  throughout  British  India,  had  then  recently, 
owing  to  the  late  introduction  in  British  territory  of  a  new  police 
system,  been  required  to  restrict  its  executive  action  to  Native 
States  only, — ^but  it  had  still  to  keep  touch  with  British  districts, 
and  to  maintain  cognizance  of  the  occurrence  therein  of  all  acts  of 
professional  and  special  crime,  and  of  the  criminal  classes  located 
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28th  May. — James  Blair,  who  lately  left  Aboo 
on  a  short  furlough  to  England  {vide  p.  36,  vol.  ii.,) 
writes  from  Aden  that  Colonel  Eden  (Agent 
Governor-General  for  Rajpootanah,)  who  has  not 
been  very  well,  "  talks  of  going  home,"  as  had 
been  advised,  "  but  can't  make  up  his  mind"  like 
another  Rajpootanah  political  of  long  standing,  and 
that  both  are  not  wise  in  remaining.  Coleridge 
writes  from  Aboo  that  Eden  will  go  in  the  cold 
weather,  and  that  the  other  has  leave  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 
Ball  at  The  weather  was  very   sultry  throughout  the 

Peterhoff.    .  .  .  .    "^  /    _  .     j    ^ 

day,  and  towards  evening  we  had  a  great  dust- 
storm.     This  culminated  at  night  (but  fortunately, 
only  after  "  all    Simlah "    had   safely   put   in  at 
Lady  Lawrence's  ball  at  Peterhoff,)  in  a  mighty 
storm  with  rain,  thunder,  and  lightning.     There 
was  much  waltzing  of  the  bull-in-a-china-shop,  or 
multiplied  dm^v  temits  kind,  but  I  was  glad  to  see 
some  dancers  old-fashioned   enough   to   resort  to 
the    too    long    discarded     one — two — three    waltz. 
Customs  repeat  themselves,  and  the  latter  would 
bo  a  desirable  return  to  a  time-honoured  one. 
Transfer        29//t  J/'\//,  Sunlah. — It  had  long  been  our  pro- 
Dep^rt-    ^cdure,  even  in  British  territory,  to  obtain  from 
Th^'^^d  ^^"^^  *^  time,  the  custody  of  prisoners  confined  in 
Dacoit      local  jails,  aofainst  whom  we  had  charges  of  crime 
in  Native  othcr  than  those  they  were  there  held  in  detention 
for.     By    these  means  we    not   only   occasionally 
come  upon  "  wanted  "  men,  but  obtain  an  acces- 

in,  or  ran;jirig  in  thoin,  to  keep  up,  indeed,  a  ffeneml.  infeVigenct 
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Bion  sometimes  of  valuable  approvers  {vide  p.  183, 
▼ol.  i.)  Thus  in  1865 1  obtained  my  first  two  Meena 
approvers  from  the  Agra  jail,  and  through  them 
was  enabled  to  commence  our  present,  and  now 
extensive,  operations  against  the  Meena  tribe  as 
professional  dacoits.  There  had  never  been  any 
objection  to  the  practice,  and  it  has,  indeed,  legal 

sanction.    But has,  for  some  unknown  reason, 

lately  opposed  it,  possibly  to  favour  the  objection 
to  it  raised  by  the  local  Durbar  which  may  dis- 
like the  trouble  of  providing  escorts  for  such 
demanded  prisoners ;  for  our  own  departmental 
means  are  much  too  limited  to  take  that  duty. 
The  knowledge,  moreover,  that  we  are  able  to 
trace  them  even  to  within  remote  prison  walls, 
notwithstanding  the  names  they  there  assumed 
and  the  castes  they  pretended  to  belong  to,  has  a 
deterring  effect  upon  criminals  of  the  professional 
classes,  such  as  those  against  whom  our  action  is 
directed.  I  have  already  mentioned  the  result 
of  the  examination  by  myself  of  the  prisoners  in 
custody  at  Ajmere,  Jeypore,  and  Ulwur  {vide 
pp.  183  to  186,  vol.  i.)  The  latter  two  States 
are  thickly  packed  with  predatory  Meenas,  and  I 
must  ask  the  Agent  Governor- General  to  over- 
rule the  objection  that  has  been  raised.  The 
hitherto  unchecked  brigandage  and  spoliation  car- 
ried on  by  this  particular  tribe  in  all  directions, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  harrying  practised  by 
the  Moghyas  lower  down  in  Rajpootanah  {vide 
pp.  165,  277,  288,  377,  379,  385,  and  386  to  389, 
vol.    i.)  are    an  opprobrium    to  the   several  local 
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governments  concerned,  and  an  oppression  to  the 
inhabitants, 
cjnjjadhur  Daly  writos  from  Gwalior  that  he  has  been  able 
^^^*  to  further  the  mission  of  our  Duffedar  (Moona 
Sing)  for  the  pursuit  of  Gujjddhur  Sing,  the  leader 
of  the  Bedowreah  band  that  slew  our  men  in  the 
Kerowlie  and  Dholepore  forest  {yiie  pp.  355  to 
359,  361,  369,  382,  vol.  i.)  The  Dewan,  or  chief 
Minister  of  the  State,  would  give  our  project  full 
consideration.  The  Duffedar  wanted  the  two  cap- 
tured members  of  the  gang  to  be  made  over  to  him 
for  the  purposes  of  the  research,  and  Scindiah,  after 
demurring  on  the  ground  that  he  had  spent  money 
and  time  in  their  capture,  and  that  one  of  them  was 
scarcely  less  a  villain  than  the  ringleader  himself, 
had  at  length  acceded  to  do  anything  which  might 
appear  advisable,  and  the  Duffedar  had  now  gone  to 
/y//n/J,  where  the  outlaws  had  sought  refuge,  armed 
with  orders  for  general  assistance,  the  Soobah  or 
Governor  of  that  district,  who  was  at  Gwalior, 
having  had  matters  explained  to  him  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Duffedar,  who,  added  Daly,  was  a 
keen  fellow,  and  would,  he  thought,  succeed.  But 
I  do  not  like  the  eniplopnent  of  those  two  prisoners, 
and  [  have  telegraphed  to  Daly  not  to  have  them 
handed  over,  Tliev  are  a  bad  sort,  and  would 
escape,  or  manage  to  bring  about  their  rescue, 
and  this  Avould  "rive  crrounds  for  recrimination  on 
Sciudiah's  ])art.  ]\[oona  Sing  is,  moreover,  him- 
self a  Bedowreah,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  very 
good  ap]»rover  of  that  tribe  ;  and  as  the  two  cap- 
tured men  have  now  been  in  custody  some  time, 
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authorities  in  the  mingled  jurisdictions  down  bj 
Nimbhaira  before  mentioned  (p.  375,  vol.  i.)  I  now 
hope  to  be  able,  through  the  latter  lot,  to  effect  a 
beginning  against  the  M6ghyas  infesting  the 
region  indicated.  K  the  other  Durbars,  Meywar 
and  Scindiah,  could  only,  by  this  example  on  the 
part  of  smaller  Tonk,  be  led  to  act  with  equal 
promptitude,  and  more  particularly  Scindiah^  than 
whom  the  rulers  of  Tonk  and  Meywar  are  as 
naught,  something  might  be  effected  in  the  desired 
object  of  suppression.  At  present  the  action  taken, 
affects  only  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Nimbhaira,for 
all  round  that  locality  the  tribe  live  and  carry  on 
their  trade  of  robbery  and  rapine,  like  the  ShekdwuUi 
with  impunity.  They  are  very  formidable  dacoits, 
of  very  atrocious  habits,  as  may  be  judged  from  the 
examples  I  have  given  {vide  pp.  375,  382,  vol.  i.) 

Death  of       3li^tMa;/, — General   Swinley  is  no  more.     His 

Swiniey.  illness  was  Bright's  disease. 

Wrote  to-dav  to  Government  recommending  a 
pension  to  the  widows  of  the  five  men  who  were 
murdered  last  December,  by  Gujjddhur  Sing  and  his 
gang  of  Bcdowreahs  in  the  Dholepoor  jungles— 
my  action  in  which  case  I  detailed.  (Report  to 
Foreign  Office,  No.  377,  dated  31st  May,  1867.) 

Receive  from  Sir  William  Muir,  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  the  'Times  of  India  of  the  2-ith  instant, 
eulogizing  and  rcAnewing  my  Report  of  last  year 
on  the  Conflict  of  Laws  between  British  and  Native 
States.  I  have  already  noticed  the  article  {vidf 
p.  59.)  Other  Indian  Editors  have  been  equally 
complimentary.      From  the  terms  of  my  instruc- 
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tions  in  calling  upon  me  for  it,  an  idea  seemed 
to  prevail  that  there  was,  or  was  likely  to 
arise,  some  conflict  in  the    respective  laws,  con-  No  real 

'  •'  .  Conflict 

sequent  upon  the  extended  scope  given  to  the  in  the 
special  department  in  its  future  operations  inJiVe^*^ 
Native  States.  But  I  think  I  satisfactorily  showed,  ]^J{^ 
both  by  argument  and  quotations  from  law  writers,  *°^^  ^ 
that  there  was,  in  fact,  no  real  "  conflict,"  so  to 
call  it,  at  all,  but  that  our  procedure  in  the  special 
duty  would,  on  the  contrary,  be  in  harmony  with 
that  of  the  native  rulers  themselves.  I  stated 
that  there  was  nothing,  according  to  my  apprehen- 
sion, which  was  inconsistent  in  the  state  of  the 
British  Law  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the 
Thuggee  andDacoitie  Department  in  Native  States, 
or  to  the  apprehension,  trial,  and  punishment  of 
thugs  and  other  professional  criminals  captured  in 
them.  It  was  a  maxim  of  the  Law  of  Nations 
that  murderers  and  robbers  by  profession,  who  did 
not  confine  their  depredations  to  any  particular 
tract  of  country  or  to  the  territory  of  any  parti- 
cular ruler,  should  everywhere  be  delivered  to 
the  sovereign  who  reclaimed  them,  or  in  whose 
dominions  they  had  committed  crime  ;  and  as  every 
country  in  the  British  Empire  in  India,  was  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  Government,  that 
Government  had,  by  another  fundamental  maxim, 
the  undoubted  right  to  take  upon  itself  the  duty 
imposed  upon  it  by  the  laws,  as  well  of  humanity 
as  of  nations,  to  require  that  such  offenders  should, 
through  the  local  government,  be  pursued  to  their 
homes  and  be  arrested  and  brought  to  trial,  by  any 

p  2 
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means  not  yiolently  opposed  to  the  cnstoms  or  the 
prejudices  of  the  country  in  which  such  measures 
were  necessary.  For  the  repression  of  an  unusual 
class,  recourse  must  be  had  to  unusual  means,  if  we 
would  not  wantonly  subject  the  people  committed 
to  our  charge  to  their  atrocities,  or  render  ourselves 
liable  to  the  reproach,  that  we  did  not  restrain 
them.  This  principle  was  suflSciently  enunciated 
in  the  despatches  of  the  Government  of  India 
quoted  by  me.  It  was  supported,  too,  by  that 
which,  I  added,  dictated  to  all  civilized  nations  that 
an  intervention  was  justified,  not  merely  in  the 
case  when  the  safety  or  the  essential  interests  of  a 
State  were  affected  by  the  internal  condition  of  a 
neighbouring  State,  but  also  in  the  case  where  the 
rights  of  humanity  were  violated  by  the  excesses  of 
a  cruel  and  a  barbarous  people  living  within  the 
territory  of  a  scarcely  civilized  Government : 
"Although  the  justice  of  each  nation  (observes 
Cuttely)  ought,  in  general,  to  be  confined  to  the 
punishment  of  crimes  committed  in  its  own  terri- 
tories, we  ought  to  except  from  this  rule,  those 
villains  who,  by  the  nature  and  habitual  frequency 
of  their  crimes,  violate  all  public  security  and 
declare  themselves  the  enemies  of  the  human  race. 
Such  persons  may  be  exterminated  wherever  they 
are  seized  ;  for  they  attack  and  injure  all  nations, 
by  trampling  under  foot  the  foundations  of  their 
common  safety." 

The  above  being,  I  submitted,  the  reasonable 
view  of  the  question,  it  only  remained  to  point  to 
the  state  of  the  Native  Law  in  respect  to  such  pro- 
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Odedings.     TIiu  Native  Law,  I  Baid,  coot 
IkWt  that  I  was  aware  of,  to  meet  Aucb  ex 
cases.     Xeitbur   the  Utudoo  Dor  tbe  Miibom< 
tsw,  provided  for  robbers  or  assassioB  hif  profe«»io 
Tbe  criiuiiial  law  of  tbu  coutitry,  moreover,  wai, 
iD  it  was  sQpposed  of  its  origiDal  defom 
\y  now  referred  to  by  native  rulers  i 
■dministratioD  of  criiDtnal  justice.    It  bad 
l^ace  to  a  sort  of  customary  law,  or  by  arbitral 
{Etpkirutone.)     AVbereas,  on    tbe   otbor  banu,        > 
particular  law  of  tbe   British  Goremtnent  wh.     i 
affected  the  offuudurs,  was  exeeptiaiial  (Acts  XXX.  of 
1830:111(1  XXIV.  of  1843,/  its  territoriut  scope  was  .Re- 
gtner II I,  it  was  applicable  to  every  part  of  Jndia,  P^* 
and    it  was  <{erlaratori/.     By  these  considerations  'P"",^ 
the  law  of  both  Goverrnneiits,  British  and  Native,  in 'bo 
were    drawn,    I  aiiiniied,   into  close  afKnity  with  PeDsi 
each    other.     It  was  coimnoii   law   that    criminals  c^d^ 
should  be  regularly  convicted  l)y  a  trial  in  due  form 
of  law.     This  was  a  reason  why  offendeis  of  the 
heinous  classes  referred  to  should  be  delivered  up 
to  the  State  where  their  crimes  had  been  committed. 
Tbey  were  pursued  in  foreign  States  by  agents  of 
tbe    paramount    power    accredited    to    the  Native 
Government    (that    is,    by    our    Thuggee    Police.) 
These  agents  were  empowered  by  such  States,  by 
means  of  written  mandates  {}iitriv'niitlis,)  to  pursue 
ami  to  arrest  the  fugitives,  and  were  accompanied 
for  the  purpose  by  the  local  ofiicers  thereof.     The 
persons  arrested  were  tried  by  courts  which  wire 
anstinbted  under  the  authority  of  tlie  loail  chiefs, 
ui.()n  which  persons  appointed  by  them,  sat  and 


70  Same  Records  of  Crime. 

presided.  There  was  no  lex  loci  in  such  special 
cases  ;  at  best  it  was  but  arbitrary.  The  law 
resorted  to  was  that  which  was  as  applicable  to 
foreign  as  to  British  territory.  It  was  declaratory 
— and,  by  reason  of  its  speciality,  it  was  also 
arbitrary.  It  was  administered  by  a  mixed  court, 
composed  of  the  representative  of  the  Britidi 
Government  (the  local  Political  Agent  or  the  Agent 
Governor-General,)  and  of  the  native  officials  of  the 
local  State.  The  tribunal  was  a  duly-constituted 
one  ;  and,  lastly,  the  punishments  awarded  on  con- 
viction, were  referred  to  and  received  the  sanction 
of  the  local  Government.  There  was  harmony  in 
all  this.  The  arrangement  was  reasonable,  and 
conflict  of  authority  might  not,  I  said,  be  antici- 
pated. I  was  complimented,  as  I  have  said,  by  the 
Government  of  India  for  this  exposition. 
The  1st  June, — I  attended  General  Swinley's  funeral 

of^"*^^       this  morning.     The    Viceroy,  the  Commander-in 
Sw^Uj.   Chief,    and    numerous    other    officers,    civil    and 
military,  were  also  present.     General  officers  were 
the    pall-bearers.     The    deceased   General's   two 
fine  sons   walked  close  behind  the  bier,  and  the 
Dead  March  resounded  solemnly  as  the  procession 
slowly  proceeded  down  the  steep  declivities  of  th^ 
distant  burial-ground,  but  we  missed  the  statelj' 
boom    of   the   old   big   drum,   now    a    discarded 
^i^h      adjunct  of  a  military  band.     The  Simlah  Volun- 
Cemetery,  teers  f  uTuished  the  firing  party,  of  whom  also  a 
party  carried  the  coffin  when  at  last  it  had  beeu 
brought  to  the  entrance  into  the  graveyard,  Jan* 
pdnees  having  conveyed  it  so  far.     The  Cemetexy 
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supposed  vigilance  of  a  special  river  police  I  ■ 
These  river  robberies  are  conducted  much  in  the 
same  manner  there  as  on  the  stream  lower  down. 
The  plunderers  contrive  to  learn  of  the  despatch 
of  a  freight  of  goods,  they  follow  the  boat  from 
mooring-place  to  mooring-place,  sometimes  afoot, 
sometimes  in  a  boat ;  and  when  the  opportunity  is 
favourable,  the  spot  desolate,  and  the  night  well 
on,  they  suddenly  board  the  craft,  beat  and  knock 
about  those  of  the  crew  who  have  not  jumped  to 
the  shore  or  concealed  themselves,  plunder  what 
they  can  lay  hands  on,  and  rapidly  escape,  travel- 
ling during  the  rest  of  the  night,  and  thus  leaving 
miles  behind  them  before  the  morning,  at  which 
hour  only  the  local  police  become  aware  of  the 
occurrence.  But  I  cannot  understand  how  then, 
in  the  present  case,  "  hales  of  cotton  **  should  have 
been  carried  off,  or  any  receiver  ready  to  hand  to 
take  tbem  over  ! — The  boy  abed  two  days,  put  in 
an  appearance  at  breakfast  to-day,  looking  much 
pulled  down. 
A  Double  3r(Z  June. — Among  the  reports  received  this 
morning,  was  one  of  a  double  robbery  three  nights 
ago,  down  in  Goruckpore,  where  gang  robberies 
have  been  frequent  of  late.  An  armed  gang, 
carrying  lighted  torches,  at  midnight  burst  into  a 
house  and  plundered  it,  seriously  wounding  a 
couple  of  men  who  were  in  their  way  as  they  left. 
They  proceeded  next  to  a  second  house  hard  by, 

*  P.S.  — It  was  afterwards  thought  that  this  and  the  preTiuui 
boat  robbery  (vide  p.  2G,)  were  procured  by  the  boatmen.  Tuere 
WHS  no  detection  in  the  previous  case,  and  in  the  present  instance. 
the  only  two  persons  arrested  for  it  were  convicted  of  it,  in^l 
sentenced,  but  they  were  no/,  I  believe,  boatmen. 


Porsonal. 


ialnfans  &s  ia  csctaisiuf  iorCTiOfTi    T^'it  ti.  4^*. 
foooMte  3-**-    ^V*  .    T.^    L.  4j,i   3,  3!l  tth,  i. 

fittwore  wji*.  t^  :  _    rrr^ta.   i»s3x,  -  n 

a  lot  (nn-  c*aw    .  ;    liej  e-nwjT-T-i 

A**  thgkted    i»     -  -  ->.    tT«     ftSOiSji:-! 

fotaed  to  iov    &B  egj^ite  c^  lii^zj   isieZipisr^ 

goad  for  BCjQtjng  porpMes. 

-kA  ^vM. — Am  octmpiei  is  rmaslatisg  dep«.v.-  ?;-"':sw 
bou  fur  IDT  p^n<:djcal  rvpcn.     Hrne  is  tjoe  vt  u:e  ^^ 
nrorn  iufcTTEatrocs   ara::;?:    the    :«"?    r>-!'^v'  rr.;- 
[k-v.;    an.i    their    ass^.-c:^:^    .V  -:    Si".",'    Mrt::.i, 
wfat^e  knavish  ways  duwn  co'ATi'.ry.  ai.d  i.vnmY;r.uv 
wiib  daci-'iis  froai  Lpj-tr  India,  iuivi.'    iviVro   Ik\ii 
notictd  (pp.  22,  32,  vol.  ii..  r :   ;  .:■  :i  "  Jftwuii  J'injT  ■','**' 
u    a    Eajpoot  Thakoor.       Uc  foniu'rly  rosiiicd   in 
Bik>De«r,   but   for   the    last   iwoiitv  voars  lio  luis 
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lived  at  Oomflfotee  (in  Berar,)  employed  by  the 
local  BeQis  or  native  bankers  and  merchants,  as  a 
carrier.  He  keeps  ten  or  twelve  camels  for  the 
purpose,  and  is  locally  known  as  the  *  SSth*s  Jema- 
dar.* When  Meenas  come  down  from  their  D&  or 
country  on  expeditions  of  dacoitie,  they  are  put 
up  by  him  and  he  advises  them  where  to  rob  under 
a  promise  well  understood,  of  receiving  a  share  in 
their  plunder,  sometimes  a/ourfA,  at  others  2k  fifth; 
or  when  the  booty  shall  be  small,  a  tenth.  He  abets 
them  and  sets  them  on  to  commit  dacoitie.  He  does 
not  himself  join  in  the  dacoitie,  but  attaches  to  the 
gang  some  of  his  own  people  for  the  purpose ;  for 
he  keeps  some  twelve  of  such  persons  of  sorts  by 
him.  In  Nagpore  he  is  employed  by  the  S^ 
Abeerchund,  and  he  has  similar  employers  at 
Jalnah  and  Oomraotee.  One  year  he  will  be 
at  Oomraotee,  another  at  Nagpoor,  the  third  at 
Jalnah.  He  sends  his  camels  with  their  goods,  to 
Bombay,  to  Indore,  to  Boorhanpore,  to  Jeypore,  to 
Jodhpore,  to  Jubbulpore,  and  other  places,  acting 
indeed  as  a  general  carrier  of  goods  and  specie  to 
different  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  is  under  that 
cloak  that  he  procures  dacoities.  He  will  not  have 
his  own  direct  employers  plundered,  but  only  the 
property  of  others  ;  and  it  is  under  this  guise  of 
being  true  to  the  former,  that  he  promotes  the 
plunder  of  the  others.  It  was  upon  information 
thus  acquired  from  him,  that  I  committed  with  my 
gang  the  dacoitie  at  Diujgam  (booty  7927  rupees, 
vide  p.  70,  vol.  ii.,)  and  plundered  the  horse  dik 
near  Jdlnah  (booty,  two  mail  wallets  containing 
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af  etc.,  and  a  quantity  of  cherooU.)  In  both 
kffairs  Jeewun  Sing  received  his  Ktipnlated 
Dacoits  constantly  resort  to  him  and  he 
;hem  informatiou  of  the  despatch  of  conroji, 
iionses  they  might  plunder.  (Here  foUoved 
■sooal  description.)  I  also  kiiov  Itatge  Sm§.  j^^ 
a  Meena  Jemadar  of  the  "  K&koos*  cl»»,  far**"*- 
residing  at  N'dgul  in  Jeypore,  bat  htteaff  at 
iotee  in  the  employment  of  oatire  ■etcfcaata. 
i  Jeewun  Sing  tire  together.  Tky  go  AarB 
lare  in  over^'thing,  aadeTen  have  ^bmrittA 
red  in  the  s:ime  place.  Be  too,  ii  ta  tfca  kaiit 
intf  <i:icoits  iiiformirioT^  Trh'-r*  to  r'ns^^r.  -r. 
agreement  to  give  him  a  share  ia    ti*  y:'^ 

Both  he  and  Jeewan  ."rit?  ir%  n^^i  -.^ 
race,  and  their  ostensible  eTr-p.-.T^:**:!*  y  i^ 
carrifra.  Both  are  heM  in«;at.ziAtt',a  tzii'-B-jr 
native  mercliants.  Mote«:  rrii,?  Li.*  »  t'Jta-t- 
Idress,  as  if  be  were  an  J«'-»t  <-,r  a  Zr-:':.-*m.iA. 
uph  a  ileena,  down  in  h^nj  hji  ^nJkHf^  1-y  % 
too r  of  Shekawaiie'  {•^U  pz>.  Ivi,  i>>,  IM, 
I  Buth  he  and  Jee»Tm  ."•ii.^  »ftne 
ion  of  being  conctrLtd  is  tk*  I 
at  Ootradapet  (ri-/^  pp.  L-.i  I^.»«L  t)  ,  ,  , 
know  Cli"ict!'i  or ''l'--*t^itnt.,    i,r-e  »^-  l%|M^fl 

He  is  a  Brahmin,  acjl  i*^  ^  ar,'    .".    ■    .  -^j* 
e  of  the  local  goTemaiiia-  -^i*  ji  .•      ,   -,.•_  y- 
juna  also.     He  ls  sc'TT'itiT  ia  mw:         .   .  »    .1 
'eewun  Sing  and  Motte  r-iaz;  aart 
itted  upon  inf&rma:iO!i  im^iirvf 
:e  them  also  rec*iTe^  4  tiia^4  j^  r^^   •yy-x- 
:  three  men  are  w«fl  iar^-wT, 


76  So f fie  Records  of  Crime. 

their  connection  with  us  is  patent  to  us  all.  They 
are  locally  thought  well  of  for  respectability,  bo 
that  when  parties  of  ten  to  twenty,  two  or  four, 
five  or  seven  of  us  Meenas,  go  down  to  Oomrdotu 
to  commit  dacoitie,  we  go  to  them.  Outside  of 
Oomrdotee  are  two  mundUrs  or  temples,  one  called 
Ballajee's  and  the  other  Devee^s.  Under  cover  of 
their  good  repute,  these  three  men  put  us  up  there, 
no  Government  Chupprdsee  (belted  magisterial 
attendant,)  or  other  person  interfering,  because  of 
their  respectability.  For  they  give  out  that  the 
strangers  have  come  down  from  their  own  country 
in  search  of  service,  and  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  find  employment  for  them  with  some  of  the 
local  Seths  whom  they  knew  to  require  some  fresh 
hands,  averring  that  they  would  themselves  be 
answerable  for  their  good  faith  in  the  matter." 
Dhjfpim        I  here  add  the  record  of  the  Dhyofam  case  alluded 

Dacoitie.  *^  ° 

to  in  the  above  information  (p.  74,)  as  translated  by 
me  :  *'  Twenty  of  us  (names  and  villages  etc.  given,) 
proceeded  from  our  homes  in  Rajpootanah  to  Oom- 
raotee  in  Berar,  and  there  went  to  Jeewim  Sing 
Tliakoor,  where  we  met  fifteen  men  of  another 
gang.  They  had  alighted  at  the  house  of  one 
JItdnjoo  Lall\  a  local  Seth.  This  man  along  with 
Joewun  Sing  advised  the  assembled  lot  of  us  to 
stay  there  awhile,  as  no  doubt  *  something  would 
turn  uj).'  In  this  interval  we  learnt  of  two  camels 
laden  with  treasure  setting  out  for  Khamgam.  I 
followed  with  my  quota  to  plunder  them ;  but 
when  we  had  got  to  a  village  about  nine  koss 
distant,  the  camel  men  observed  and  suspected  us. 
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whole  booty,  as  valued  by  ourselves,  amounted  to 
about  six  thousand  rupees,  and  with  this  we  at 
once  made  off.  We  travelled  all  that  night  until 
we  had  reached  some  hills  some  eight  or  nine 
koss  distant.  Proceeding  onwards  we  got  to 
Ellichapoor  on  the  third  day,  and  there  alighted 
in  the  local  Dhurmsdla  (travellers*  inn.)  Some  <rf 
the  gang  stayed  there  for  a  couple  of  days  longer, 
others  doubled  round  to  Oomrdotee,  but  I  and  my 
men  pushed  on  to  Indore.  We  were  not  opposed 
in  this  robbery,  but  as  we  had  fired  off  some  shots 
to  keep  intruders  off,  no  doubt  some  of  the  village 
people  were  hit,  but  no  one  of  our  side  was  hurt. 
Jeewun  Sing,  from  being  constantly  in  the  habit  of 
escorting  goods,  was  easily  able  to  supply  us  with 
the  matchlocks."  Memo. — Two  persons  on  the 
side  of  the  village,  received  gun-shot  wounds  in 
this  authenticated  affair.) 
ii^Mid-^  5//fc  June. — We  have  another  case  from  Midna- 
napore.  pore.  Dacoitic  is  a  good  deal  rife  in  that  district, 
and  it  is  a  pity  there  is  no  longer  a  Dacoitie  Com- 
missioner in  those  parts.  What  was  effected  in  the 
previous  case  there,  has  been  mentioned  (viderp.  31, 
vol.  ii.)  The  district  is  a  jungly  one,  and  robbers 
find  asylum  in  it,  favoured  also  by  local  land- 
holders and  small  chiefs.  The  present  case  is 
regarded  to  be  the  deed,  one  of  several  in  this 
and  neighbouring  districts,  of  an  outlawed  leader. 
The  property  plundered  was  insignificant  it  seems.* 


^  P.S. — The  proclaimed  robber  leader  alluded  to,  whose  name 
Kooshla,  would  post  himself  in  the  jungle,  and  from  there  infest 
the  adjacent  districts,  levying  blackmail  to  such  an  extent  thit 
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&th  June. — ^While  receiving  reports  now  and 
\gain  of  the  occurrence  of  special  crime  from 
►ther  provinces,  I  get  nothing  in  that  way  from 
Madras.  Not  that  nothing  of  the  kind  occurs  in 
hat  direction,  but  from  studied  reserve,  the  scope 
)f  my  oflBce  being  there,  it  would  seem,  regarded 
iS  one  of  interference,  rather  than  as  of  a  general 
mperintendence  or  watchfulness  by  means  of  which 
10  enable  other  Governments  and  the  public  gene- 
•ally,  to  judge  of  the  comparative  condition  of 
;rime  and  the  results  of  local  police  action  in 
ceeping  it  down,  in  the  different  police  areas  of 
ihe  country.  It  was  in  that  view,  and  with  that 
}roader  conception  of  the  requirement,  that  when 
charged  with  supervising  that  duty  I  was  con- 
stituted the  "  consultative  officer  of  the  Govem- 
nent  of  India  on  police  subjects.'*  This  conveyed 
)o  me  no  power  of  interference  with  local  police 
idministration,  my  only  part  being  "  to  keep 
iouch,"  as  I  have  said  {vide  footnote,  p.  61,  vol.  ii.,) 
«rith  British  districts  in  respect  to  the  occurrence 
in  any  of  them  of  class  crime,  such  as  the  special 
iepartment  over  which  I  preside  had  been  and 
^as  engaged  in  acting  against.  Perhaps  the  idea 
:8,  that  the  duty  prefaces  the  introduction  of  a 
'antral  police  bureau.     I  wish  it  did.     I  should,  if 

^e  villagers  feared  to  give  infonnation  against  him.  He  was  at 
ength,  towards  the  end  of  this  year,  ably  followed  and  pounced 
ipon  one  midnight,  in  the  heart  of  a  jungle,  by  a  party  of  police 
ed  by  its  energetic  Superintendent,  Mr.  Pughe,  a  son  of  the 
[nspector-General  of  Police  himself.  The  man  himself,  however, 
sscaped  arrest,  but,  later  on,  he  was  captured  by  a  police  force 
ipeciallj  appointed  to  the  duty,  and  was  eventually  transported 
\ot  life.     This  served  to  break  up  the  gang. 
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appointed  to  such  a  charge,  have  much  to  advocate 
in  support  of  such  a  measure — not,  however,  on 
the  footing  of  the  lately  abolished  office  of  "  Direc- 
tor-General of  Police/*     That  was  an  experiment 
in  the  direction  of  a  general  centralization,  which 
had  of  late  become  a  mania  at  the  head  centre  of 
Government,  and  the  great  mistake  in  its  adoption, 
was,  in  not^^onfining  the  range  of  the  office  to 
general   principles   and   the    general    supervision 
above  defined,  which  was  the  original  intention  in 
creating  it,  but  extending  to  it   the   inspection, 
quoad  an  "  Inspector-General,"  of  police  adminis- 
tration, and   the   direction,   too,   of   its    financial 
arrangements.      This    was    intolerable    to    local 
Governments,    and   especially   so    to   the   several 
Police  Inspectors-General  thereof,  who  were  sup- 
posed to  posseas,  as  by  the  new  Police  Act  was 
indeed  designed  for  them,  an  independent  depart- 
ment  or   organization    of   their   own.     And,  un- 
questionably, the  measure  (Director-General,)  as 
inaugurating  a  covert  central  scrutiny  and  central 
control,  Avas  a  very  distasteful  one,  and  was  natu- 
rally regarded  to  engender  a  feeling  of  distrust 
and  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  local  Governments, 
who,  by  the  new  Police  Act,  were  supposed  to  be 
empowered  with  the  entire  uncontrolled  manage- 
ment of  their  several  police  forces.     Of  this  ten- 
dency an  example  was  soon  afforded  in  Bombay 
Colonel     Colonel  Bruce,  the  new  ^Director-General,  was  de- 
puted to   Bombay  on   an  avowed  mission  to  cut 
down  the  police  expenses  there — on  a  "  snipping 
errand,"  as  it  was  locally  designated — at  the  in- 


Brace. 
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stance  of  the  not  very  popular  Member  of  Council 
for  Finance.  This  was  stoutly  resisted  by  Sir 
Bartle  Frere  the  local  Governor,  and  his  Council,  p*/ere. 
and  I  know  it  was  currently  said,  in  consequence, 
that  the  Bombay  Government  was  regarded  to  be 
on  the  verge  of  insubordination — for  that  this  was  not 
the  only  one  of  its  resistances  to  the  edicts  of  the 
supreme  Government,  This  cutting  down  of  es- 
tablishments had  also  been  aimed  at  our  own 
special  police  agency,  and  but  for  the  manful 
stand  of  Mr.  Court ^  the  ablest  of  the  Inspectors - 
General  of  the  period,  and  for  an  article  which 
I  had  contributed  to  the  "  Calcutta  Review,"  we 
should  probably  have  been  annihilated.  That 
gentleman  had  long  experience  of  our  value  as 
an  auxiliary  element  in  police  ^ction,  and  in  his 
place  of  President  of  the  Police  Commission  then 
assembled  to  devise  rules  of  conduct  for  the  new  ^'g'^otorl 
police  force  (by  the  creation  of  the  new  Police  Act,)  ^,®po][fJ^ 
he  forcibly  maintained,  in  opposition  to   Colonel 'or  the 

T>   •  i     -^r  T^  -I  ^       /  ,  ,         North. 

JBmce  and  Messrs.  R.  and  T.  (the  two  other  weetepn 
members  of  the  assembled  Commission,)  that  the 
ordinary  police  were  unable  to  cope  with  or- 
ganized crime  carried  out  by  persons  living  at  a 
distance  from  their  homes,  such  as  those  against 
whom  the  Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  Department  was 
specially  employed.  This  resulted  in  our  executive 
agency  being,  by  way  of  a  tentative  compromise, 
limited,  with  extended  scope,  to  Native  States,  but 
with  continued  general  superintendence^  on  my  part, 
as  chief  of  that  special  department,  throughout 
British    territory    in    respect    to    the    occurrence 

TOL.   II.  G 
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therein  of  crime  of  a  "  professional "  nature  (rufe 
footnote,  p.  61,  vol.  ii,) 
A  Police  My  plan  for  the  introduction  of  a  "police  bureau," 
would  not  be  upon  the  principle  above  developed. 
It  would  avoid  interference  with,  or  that  espionage 
which  was  so  much  dreaded  in  the  previous  ex- 
periment, into  the  internal  concerns  of  the  several 
local  police  bodies.  But  it  would,  on  the  other 
hand,  provide  for  command  on  all  special  or  extra- 
ordinary occasions,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  prestige  of  the  Supreme  Government  as  the 
directing  power  in  all  exigencies  affecting  the 
public  welfare.  The  high  officer  holding  the  police 
portfolio  which  I  contemplate,  would  by  his  ofBce 
be  the  reflex  of  the  efficiency  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  constituted  guardians  of  a  commtmity  so  diver- 
sified as  are  4he  people  of  India.  Police  action 
would  not  centre  in  him,  but  from  him  would 
emanate  police  action  in  all  special  cases,  the 
perpetration  of  which,  or  the  persons  leagued  for 
the  purposes  of  which,  and  the  possible  expansion 
of  whose  association,  were  not  confined  to  one 
police  area,  but  were  widespread.  I  would  have, 
in  short,  that  important  functionary  to  be  the 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India  for  all 
police  matters,  not  only  in  proceedings  against 
Thugs  and  Dacoits,  which  should  still  be  his 
special  duty,  but  against  such  other  special  crimi- 
nals as  should  require  coercive  measures  and  com- 
bined action  in  regions  not  comprehended  in  the 
territorial  scope  of  any  particular  Government  or 
Administration,    but   presenting    ramifications  in 


>erintendeiit  within  the  different  police  areas 
which  the  several  local  Governments  were 
)onsible ;  and  as  Minister  or  Prefect  of  PolicSy 
wonld  be  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Imperial 
'emment,  holding  the  police  portfolio  of  the 
re  country  on  the  same  principle  that  now, 
I  minor  way,  obtains  in  the  Province  of  Oudh 
er  the  able  administration  of  Mr.  John  Strachey 
'  John;)  and  he  would,  moreover,  restore  to 
Supreme  Government  that  authority  and  gene- 
control  over  the  police  which  was  contemplated 
and  comprehended  within  the  provisions  of 
new  Police  Act,  but  which,  owing  to  the  an- 
3ni8m  referred  to,  it  now  lacks.  For  in  point 
fact,  the  Inspector-General  of  Police,  as  at 
lent  constituted,  of  any  of  the  police  areas,  is, 
was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Strachey,  in  a  very 
descript  position.  Although  charged  with  the 
oral  control,  and  with  the  organization  of  the 
si-military  duties  of  the  local  police  force  and 
interior  economy,  he  has  very  little  to  do  with 
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♦Genep-  ^^  Divisions,  each  division  comprising  several 
^^^"  j^j  magistracies — except  in  regard  to  the  particular 
be  the      professional  crimes  against  which  magisterial  offi- 

recipieiit 

of  a  good  cers  do  not,  as  I  have  said,  possess  like  us,  the 
formation  moans  of  Combined  action.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
n'ature  ^  ^^^  irregularity,  all  reports  and  returns  as  to 
adverted  P^li^®  administration,  for  which  Commissioners  and 
to,  I  was,  Magistrates  are  chiefly  answerable,  reach  the  local 
after-  Govemmont  "  through  this  irresponsible  Inspec- 
Bpeciaiiy  tor- General,"  and  through  him,  too,  the  orders 
afiy^em-"  ^^  Government  are  conveyed — and  yet  all  the 
FnThf  while  the  Inspector- General  is  unable  per  bb  or  wo 
capacity  motu^  to  excrcise  any  supervision  over  Magistrates, 
iDgiy,  in  any  more  than  that  Commissioners  can  look  upon 
communi- Inspectors-General  as  their  superior  officers !  The 
wltHhe  Greneral  Superintendent  would  also,  according  to 
Hm^8e°f  ™y  plan,  as  the  centre  of  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
throngh    ment,  be  constituted  the  chief  of   a    secret   and 

hisPrivate 

Secretary,  political  police.* 

Personal.  7/A  Jnne^  Simlah. — Vfe  were  again  at  a  concert 
given  by  ^hnJamo  Bislwp — and  I  went  also  with 
the  lad  to  a  race  ordinary,  held  at  our  club.  For 
the  races  at  Anandale  are  at  hand,  and  he  is  bent 
on  a  mount  in  them.  I  drew  "  Sam  Slick "  in 
the  lottery — a  favourite  horse. 

8///    June. — The   anniversary   of  my  landing  at 

Bombay  as  a  cadet  from  Addiscombe  in  1836 ! 

Th*?  The  first  of  the  races  took  place  this  afternoon 

iiaces.       at  Anandale,  where   all  Simlah  collected  to  view 

them.     I  look  on  sedately,  comfortably  seated  at 

a    proof!   look-out  point,   smoking  my  pipe.     »S'J» 


Some  Records  of  Crime,  85 

Slick  fails  miserably.     The  Simlah  race-course  is  ^°«- 

coarse 

perhaps  the  most  remarkable  in  the  world.  It  is  dasonbed. 
situated  low  down  below  the  Simlah  mountain, 
and  compasses  a  charming  little  dell  romantically 
surrounded  by  fir-clad  hills.  A  portion  of  it  runs 
by  a  precipitous  wooded  gorge  dangerously  near 
its  edge,  into  which,  if  a  horse  ran  off  the 
course,  the  rider  would  be  safe  to  be  plunged  and 
perhaps  to  break  his  neck.  The  contracted  space 
is  the  only  available  level  piece  of  ground  in  the 
vicinity,  and  here  all  meetings  are  held,  of  archery, 
football,  cricket,  and  other  sports,  and  bazaars ; 
and  it  sometimes  forms  the  encamping  ground  of 
the  Simlah  Volunteers.  A  small  Chinese  shaped 
temple,  placed  among  some  very  lofty  cedars  in 
one  of  the  recesses  of  the  spot,  where  sacrificial 
goats  and  buffaloes  are  on  occasions  slaughtered, 
is  an  object  of  interest,  situated  as  it  is  in  the  deep 
solitude  and  woody  nook  in  which  Hindoos  love 
to  erect  their  places  of  worship,  and  where,  as  at 
this  spot,  the  simple-minded  hillmen  believe  that 
they  propitiate  by  those  sacrifices,  and  by  offerings 
of  boiled  rice  and  sweetmeats,  the  jinTis  or  elf s  Bif«  or 
and  brownies,  who  they  declare  disport  in  these 
Woods  at  night,  to  behold  whom  by  any  chance 
thus  frolicking  or  dancing  is  attended,  they  believe. 
With  certain  personal  calamity.  For  this  dread 
i^son,  hill  people  will  never  wander  out  at  night 
Ui  these  mountains,  nor  will  a  baggage  cooly  be 
Persuaded  to  descend  the  hill  till  after  the  day 
^liall  have  dawned. 
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T^«  ^  ^  9th  June,  Sunday. — The  Simlah  cliurcli  is  situated 
Simlah.  on  a  restricted  plateau  cut  out  from  tne  side  of 
the  hill  oyerlooking  the  bazaar  or  native  quarter. 
The  edifice  has  lately  been  restored  with  a  new 
roof,  the  planking  of  which  having  but  very 
recently  been  plastered  on  its  upper  surface  with 
pitch  as  a  security  against  leaks,  many  of  the 
congregation,  at  to-day's  service,  found  their  feet 
cleaving  to  the  floor  from  the  resinous  stuff 
which  had  fallen  through  the  crevices,  and  some 
too,  had  to  bethink  how  discreetly  to  get  up  from 
their  seats. 
Crime  10th  June. — On  the  subject  of  seldom  jreports  of 

Stotistici  ^jg^QQi^JQ  received  from  Madras  (p.  79,  vol.  ii.,)  a 
^"'  reticence  more  or  less  observable  in  some  other 
Bengal,  provinces,  I  may,  being  about  to  close  the  statis- 
tical returns  for  the  past  three  years,  in  the  pre- 
paration of  which  I  have  for  some  time  been  daily 
at  work,  here  note  what  they  present  in  regard  to 
dacoitie  both  in  Madras  and  Bengal,  in  which  two 
provinces  that  crime  would  seem  to  have  prepon- 
derated in  comparison  with  the  areas  and  popula- 
tions appertaining  to  the  others,  difficult  as  it  has 
been,  in  respect  to  Mmhats  j^articxdarhjy  to  gather 
from  its  numerous  and  intricately  drawn  up  Crime 
Tables  (and  owing  too,  to  the  absence  from  them  of 
all  narrative  of  the  attendant  circumstances,)  anv- 
thing  more  than  a  mere  figured  statement  of  the 
occurrences  there. 
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Comparative  Statement  of  Daeoities    in    JUadrat   and  Bengal,  in 
the  three  years  ending  mlh  1866. 
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My.  forwarding  Report  to  Government,  should  u^ 
notice  the  difficulties  met  with  in  drawing  up  these  ^ 
Statistics,  arising  from  the  capricious  summaries 
of  them  received  from  the  different  District  Officers, 
some  famishing  fuller  particulars  than  others,  some 
giving  none  at  all,  the  greater  number  sending  in 
very  meagre  accounts,  or  at  best  so  de&cient  in 
details,  as  seriously  to  afFect  that  precision  which 
should  be  the  feature  of  statistics  of  the  nature  I 
am  charged  with.  Not  only  was  no  clear  classifica- 
tion to  be  arrived  at  of  the  importance,  in  point 
of  their  serious  nature,  to  be  attached  to  the  dif- 
ferent enumerated  acts  of  crime  comprised  in  the 
returns  supplied ;  but,  how  to  mark  ofE  those 
among  them  which  were  of  a  professional  nature, 
that  is,  the  deed  of  horn  robbers — criminals  by  caste 
and  profession — was  a  perplexity.     In  explanation 
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whereof  it  might  be  shown  how  hard  it  lias  been 
to  specify  the  varying  degrees  of  dacoitie  perpe- 
trated throughout  the  country,  as  distinguishable 
from  one  another,  to  wit,  (1)  dacoitie  committed 
through  revenge  or  sudden  conception  ;  (2)  through 
poverty   or  famine,   of  the   latter  sort  of  which 
there  were  so  many  instances  last  year  (1866;) 
(8)  through  caprice,  or  by  which  to  attain  an  end, 
such  as  to  divert  an  inheritance  or  get  rid  of  some 
particular  member  of  a  family,  of  both  of  which  I 
have  met  with  examples  in  the  course  of  our  own 
special  operations  ;  (4)  tumultuous  raids ;  (5)  acts 
of   reprisal   for  affront   or  injury,  as   prevailing 
in   our  frontier  districts ;   (6)    ordinary  highway 
robberies  ;  (7)  gang  robberies  of  crops  or  of  grain 
on  threshing  floors  ;  (8)  on  plantations  or  mango 
groves  ;  and  (9)  the  acts  of  professional  and  prac- 
tised dacoits,  only  perpetrated  because  it  was  their 
vocation,  unimpelled  by  the  motives  which  move 
ordinary  criminals  to  commit  them. 
Auto  Referring,  however,  to  the  reticence  before  re- 

marked (pp.  79,  S(dy  vol.  ii.,)  on  the  part  of  Madras  in 
revSj)ect  to  this  office,  observably  shared  in  by  Bengal 
also,  attention  might  also  be  drawn  to  the  idea 
which  would  seem  to  possess  the  Madras  Police 
authorities,  that  where  no  "torchlight  gang 
robbery  "  (^ladras  definition,)  had  taken  place, 
rrt// dacoitie  has  not  been  fowu/uV/t'J,  because  in  their 
estimation,  every  other  act  of  the  crime,  formed 
what,  in  the  Madras  Crime  Returns,  is  termed 
*'  technical  dacoitie"  only.  It  should  be  brought 
!«»   ni'tice  that   if  only  gang  robberies  undertaken 
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by  torchlight,  were  taken  into  account  in  Madras 
territory,  the  total  number  of  "  dacoities "  down 
there,  when  confined  to  that  nomenclature,  would 
amount  to  no  more,  in  the  period  under  review, 
than  398  (viz.  153  in  1864,  98  in  1865,  and  147  in 
1866,)  instead  of  so  many  as  2,628  as  to  be  gathered 
from  the  Madras  Crime  Returns  (viz,  939, 568,  and 
1,121  in  each  of  those  years,)  which  would  fail 
faithfully  to  convey  the  state  of  that  crime  in  a 
territory  so  much  the  home  of  professional  robbers 
as  Madras  is,  who  seldom  used  lighted  torches, 
except  led  to  do  so  by  the  nature  of  the  enter- 
prise ;  and  would  fail  too,  to  give  to  the  crime  the 
signification  declared  by  law  to  belong  to  "  dacoi- 
tie  "  when  committed  by  five  or  more  persons,  and 
which  included  every  such  act  of  predation  within 
that  declared  definition,  without  class  distinctions 
in  respect  to  the  persons  who  committed  it.  The 
same  might  be  remarked  of  Bengal,  where  there 
are  also  habitual  gang  robbers  who  do  not  use 
lighted  torches  except  on  occasions.  I  should 
point  out,  moreover,  that  the  Law  provides  for  the 
punishment  of  persons  proved  to  have  "  belonged  '* 
to  any  gang  of  dacoits  (or  of  thugs,)  as  compre- 
hended within  that  legal  interpretation  "  dacoitie," 
and  pays  no  heed  to  the  refinements  which  would 
seem  to  be  now  advocated.  "  If  you  want  dacoitiey 
go  to  the  upper  Provinces,"  has  been  the  observa- 
tion in  the  jurisdiction  pointed  to,  as  though 
Madras  were  an  Utopia  in  that  regard  !  * 

*  P.8. — On    this  subject,  in  the  Report  eventually  sent  in,  I 
stated  from  these  commonplace  notes,  that  the  particular  class  of 
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Dacoitie        J  further  here  note  that  the  statements  as  yet 
AdmiDig.  prepared,  exhibit  the  following  nnmber  of  dacoities 

robbers  alluded  to,  carried  on  their  mode  of  committing  robbm, 
to  a  j>erfection  ^liich  excluded  any  necessity  for  their  lighting 
any  torches  at  all,   except  they  should  be  resisted  or  be  unable 
(which  was  seldom,)  to  carry  out  their  design  of  noiseless  depr^ 
daticn — "the   ma^jterpiece  of  their  art" — without  converting  it 
into  one  of  open  demonstration  and  violence :  "  I  aUude  to  the 
dacoits   who,    known   to   the  Thuggee  Department  as  fbrvee- 
Khaikarees,  are,  in  Madras  and  Mysore,  otherwise  variously  called, 
but  who  all  are,  I  believe,  one  and  the  same  people,     llie  same 
might  bf;  said  of  Bengal  and  other  Provinces.     Not  that  Bengal  ii 
infested  by  the  same  class  of  depredators,  except  I  should  eventn- 
ally  be  able  to  declare  the  Ddme*  or  D6mra$  to  be  identical  with 
the  Khaikarees,  whom  they  resemble  in  every  particular  except  in 
the  use  of  tobacco  (iride  p.  73,) — but  there  are  in  Bengal,  habitual 
robbers  who  do  not  \xm  lighted  torches.     But  however  all  this  may 
l>e^  a  consideration  of  the  old  law  would  be  useful  to  the  question. 
It  provided  (Act  XXIV.  of  1843,)  that  whereas  it  had  been  con- 
nidered  necL'Ssary  to  adopt  more  stringent  measures  for  the  con- 
viction of  dacoits  who  belonged  to  certain  tribes,  systematically 
employed  in  carrying  on  their  lawless  pursuits  in  diiferent  paita 
of  tlu^    country,    and  to  ext<.*nd  certain  laws  for  the  prevention  of 
lling;:c«\  to  pfi'^-nn.^  cnnarned  in  fhe perpetration  ofda^oitie,  itwo.:! 
en.ir.ted,  lliiit  tc/foao'irrr  thuuld  l>e  proved  to  have  belonged  to  a«7 
'^-.iuif  of  dacoits,  shall  be  jmnished  with  trani^portation  for  life,  etc. 
Snw  tlui  n^'W  law  (the  Indian  Penal  Code,)  embraces  all  th»  ■?•; 
provisions,  and  «l«lin('S  moreover  the  different  grades  of  punissh- 
ni«nt  to  the  diU'ennt  dej^Tees  of  the   otience  of  Slacoitie.*     Th^i 
coiiiiin.'hrnsivf'    nature  of  the   term   dacnitie   thus  berum»'S  very 
|il:iin.'*     And  in  anotln'r  part  of  the  .same  lieport,  I  submitted  «"n 
this  latter  subject  :   "  Thus,  therefore,  the  wisdom  of  the  Leijisb- 
tun*,  whieh  n-cdgnizes  ev^ry  act  of  open  (h*i»redatii»n  bv  five  y^l 
mon-  iM-rsf»ns,  und«.*r  the  common  tlesi^nation   of  *  dacoitio,' and 
is  not  bia-!s<'d  by  any  nice  distinctions  such  as  are  often  advocated, 
but  wliich,  wh**re  jn'edati  n  has  taken  place,  looks  upon  the  jkt- 
p.'traturs  to  Im-  npially  (»trendi.'rs,  wliatever  their  mode  or  manner 
i)i  Cum  ni  it  tin;:  it,  may  nnt,  I  think,  l>e  que>tioned,  or  its  reast^n- 
abl«'  «le»ision  on  tlur  subje<;t,  with  any  advantaj^e  be  disturU"'d  or 
ni<'ddh*»l  with,  in  tiie  pr»*j»arati<)n  of  statements  o!  the  nature  under 
n-jM.rt,   liMwevcr   '  t«'chniral  '  the  definition  a*>igned  by  it  to  the 
rrim*'   of  d.'icoitic,  may  by  some  be  declare«l  to  b*.*,  of  which  these 
j>i[M'rs  aflford  many  instances."     {Colonel  Ilerrey's  Report  to  the 
JJumc  Ofier,  So.  344,  30///  April  1868,  parai/ra'ph  7.) 
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in  the  nine  administrations  of  India,  (for  of 
Burmali  I  have  no  cognizance,)  in  the  period 
indicated : — 

Cases.  Millions. 

Bengal  .  •  .  2578  Population  (round  numbers)  40|^ 
North- Western  Provinces     190  „  „  30 

Hi 

in 

261 

12i 
41 


Oudh 

• 

103 

»» 

Punjab 

Central  Provinces 

62 
92 

91 
>> 

Madias 

• 

2628 

9> 

Bombay    . 

Mysore 

Berar 

• 
• 

357 
279 
252 

Total  6541 

»> 


2i  •  P.8.- 
Thig  was 


•  Total  253f*^,tvT 
Popula- 
tion 

And  that  they  exhibit  also,  that  in  the  total  ce!lVof' 
number  of  6641  cases,  property  to  the  extent  of  !*  J'" 
21,32,706^  rupees  exchanged  hands,  of  which  no 
more  than  an  eleventh  part  was  recovered ;  further, 
that  228  persons  were  killed  in  them  and  1317 
wounded,  all  on  one  side  too,  and  Tiot  on  that  of  the 
enemy — (a  rare  return  when  compared  to  that  of 
any  modem  Indian  battlefield!)  and  lastly,  that 
of  the  30,520  persons  arrested,  as  the  result  of 
local  police  action  more  or  less  in  these  cases,  a 
third  only  were  convicted,  for  I  have  been  unable 
to  gather  in  how  many  of  the  cases. 

Memo. — I  do  not  in  these  notices  mention  the 
area  or  extent  of  each  police  jurisdiction,  by  which 
to  compare  the  different  administrations  one  with 
another,  because  it  may  be  conceived  how  unsafe 
any  data  on  the  basis  of  "  cases  to  area  "  might 
prove  to  be,  since  it  could  happen  that  more  crime 
should  take  place  in  a  large  area  with  a  limited 
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population,  than  in  a  8miall  area  with  a  great 
population  ;  but  it  might,  in  respect  of  area^  be 
stated  of  the  comparative  condition  of  Bengal  and 
Madras  in  this  particular  of  "  dacoitie "  {vide 
p.  87,)  that  while  there  appeared  no  great  diffe- 
rence in  that  crime  in  the  former  province  in  the 
two  leading  years  of  the  period  under  inquiry, 
(1864,  1865,)  and  a  very  noticeable  increase  only 
in  the  latest  year  of  the  series,  1866  (during  which 
a  sore  famine  prevailed  and  dacoitie  rose  in  pro- 
portion,) Madras,  although  both  in  area  and 
population  no  higher  than  two-thirds  of  those  per- 
taining to  Bengal,  on  the  other  hand  showed  a 
number  of  cases  in  the  leading  year  (1864,)  not 
very  noticeably  short  of  the  number  which  occurred 
in  the  famine  year,  while  in  Bengal  the  difference 
in  the  number  of  cases  between  those  two  years 
(1864  and  1866,)  was  very  great,  as  might  be 
placed  prominently  to  view  by  the  following  little 
table  :— * 


Years. 

1 

Bengal. 

Madras. 

1864 

•         •         •         •         • 

Ca^es. 

424 

Caseii. 
939 

1865 

•         •         •        •         • 

495 

568 

1866 

•         •         •         •         • 

1659 

1121 

Total    .... 

2578         ' 

2628 

*  P.S. — Tlie  following'  is  quoted  from  what  was  eventually  sub- 
mitted on  the  liuhject  in  my  forwarding  letter  to  the  Govenuneut 
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11<^  June. — Blair  reports  the  death  at  Aboo,  on  JltSth'^at 
the  7th,  of  his  important   prisoner  Kishen  Sing,  Aboo,  of 

Kishen 
of  India  in  the  Home  Department,  in  the  following  year,  No.  344,  Sing. 

dated  Delhi,  80th  April  1868  :— 

"  If  therefore  the  number  of  cases  in  Bengal  during  year  of 
Famine  (1866,)  so  greatly  exceeded  the  number  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding years,  how  account  for  the  comparatively  small  difiference 
in  the  number  of  cases  for  the  similar  years  in  Madras — or  how 
account  for  Madras,  with  a  considerably  smaller  area  and  popula- 
tion than  Bengal,  possessing  a  larger  number  of  cases  than  it  in 
the  first  two  years  of  the  series,  and  almost  as  great  a  number 
in  the  famine  year  t 

**  Bearing  in  mind  that  the  Famine  raged  (as  I  believe,)  in  a 
far  more  contracted  space,  or  at  any  rate,  in  a  milder  form,  in 
Madias  than  in  Bengal,  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  crime  increased  in 
Madras  in  a  greater  ratio— or  in  other  words,  that  while  the 
difference  in  cases  of  dacoitie  between  the  famine  year  and  the 
two  preceding  years,  was  in  Bengal  very  great,  showing  that  to 
famine  was  to  be  attributed  the  excess,  in  Madras  there  was  not 
that  great  increase  caused  by  famine  which  might  have  been 
expected,  if  to  famine  was  mainly  to  be  attributed  the  cause  of  so 
much  dacoitie.  ...  If  this  should  be  so,  it  may  perhaps  be 
ascribed  to  accidental  causes  only,  that  the  crime  should  in 
the  middle  year  of  the  series  (1865,)  have  comparatively  been 
BO  low  in  Madras  as  568  cases  (a  number  which  nevertheless 
far  exceeds  that  in  any  other  Province  in  any  year  of  the 
series  except  Bengal  in  the  one  single  year  of  the  famine,) 
and  not  to  any  operating  cause,  that  in  the  famine  year  it  should 
have  exceeded  so  little  as  by  182  cases  only  (1121—939,)  the 
number  in  the  other  preceding  quiet  year  (1864,)  other  than  that 
perhaps  there  was  a  viciousness  in  the  people  by  whom  generally 
the  crime  was  perpetrated,  or  in  the  particular  individuals  by 
whom  perhaps  a  great  number  of  the  cases  were  committed,  to 
deter  whom  from  which  no  sufficient  example  had  been  made — 
or  that  they  found  a  facility  for  perpetrating  the  crime  in  Madras, 
which  was  not  presented  to  dacoits  in  other  parts  of  India ;  and 
perhaps  the  presence  in  Madras  territory  of  a  numerous  people, 
whOy  notwithstanding  their  various  designations,  belong  to  one 
and  the  same  stock  and  may  be  recognized  under  a  common 
denomination,  their  common  occupation  being  to  commit  dacoitie 
omd  gang-burglary,  may  account  for  the  crime.  I  here  again 
allude  to  the  great  robber  confederacy,  who,  known  to  this 
Department  as  Khaikarees  and  Koncees  (vide  p.  847,  footnote 
348,  350,  vol.  i.,  and  p.  20  and  73,  vol.  ii.,)  are  in  Madras  variously 
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the  same  who  was  arrested  at  Ajmere  on  informa- 
tion  treacherously  given  by  the  man  Ghouthmtdlj  of 
his  trying  to  cheat  the  opium  Customs  (vide  pp.  181 
to  183,  and  1 95,  vol.  i.)  Blair  had  charge  of  his  case. 
We  had  several  dacoities  against  him,  and  should 
have  been  able  to  show,  moreover,  that  it  was  he 
who,  joined  by Motee  SingMeena  and  others,  carried 
out  the  bold  plan  of  rescuing  Ward's  four  prisoners, 
at  Jalnah  last  November,  as  already  described  {nde 
p.  163,  vol.  i.)'  He  and  Motee  Sing  Meena  were 
both  previously  in  our  custody  at  Akolah  in  Berar, 
in  charge  at  that  period  of  Captain  Davies,  my 
extra  assistant  in  that  direction  (vide  Journal  for 
1864.)  Davies  had  irregularly,  and  without  wait- 
ing for  orders,  released  Motee  Sing  (the  somewhile 
associate  of  the  two  police  constables  Jeewun  Sing 
and  Chouthmull — vide  p.  75,  vol.  ii. ;)  and  no  sooner 
did  this  happen  than  Kishen  Sing  got  freed  too  ! 

We    were    at    the    races    again   to-day.     The 
lad   rode   his   pony    **  Jim    Crow"    against    some 

designated"  (here  their  several  local  names  were  given.)  "They 
are  the  same  people,  by  a  small  gang  of  whom  Mr.  Ralph  Horfley, 
of  the  Madras  Civil  Service,  was  murdered  in  his  bungalow  at 
Bellary,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  July  1856,  when  a  magistrate  of 
that  district,  as  submitted  by  me  in  previous  re|)orts  in  the  Foreign 
Department.  Their  existence  throughout  Madras  as  professional 
depredators  was  specially  reported  by  me  to  the  Madras  Govern- 
ment in  September  1859,  and  it  will  be  perceived  that  they  were 
not  only  lately  pointed  to  by  the  neighbouring  Mysore  authorities 
(vide  Colar,  in  Mysore,  in  the  Statistical  Statements  for  1865,) 
but  that  tlieir  excesses  were  in  a  measure  even  admitted  in  the 
Madras  Crime  Returns  for  1864  and  1866.  As  reported  by  me 
on  previous  occasions,  they  also  exist  throughout  Mysore  itself, 
and  I  would  refer  to  some  remarks  in  support  thereof  under 
Coorg,  in  the  similar  Statement  for  1866." 
^   Vide  p.  29,  vol.  i. 
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I    gallowajs,  so   only  came    iu    third 
ig  Bonbriquet  is  *'  young  Paul,"  my  o 
icoasionsh&Tinj^bet-u"  Captain  Paul."     roi 
I  old  days  it  was  to  have  a  black  mark  against 
to  be  openly  known  to  keep  rucc-horaos,  and 
irotrnifo  became  consequently  a  practice. 
tk  June. — It  had  been  ruled,  when  wider  scopt 
glTen  to  the  Thuggee  Department  in  Nativ) 
Itcny,  that  the  several  rulers  should  contr    . 

towards  the   maintenance  of    the  establish* " 
».  so  employed.     To    bo   suro  a  very  ainall 

was  fixed  upon — 14,000  nipces  per  annum 
—proportionately  divided  among  the  three 
ps  of  Native  States,  namely,  the  Nizam,  and 
states  of  Central  India,  and  of  Rajpootanah. 
measure  was  very  distasteful,  however,  to  the 
ral  chiefs,  and  Sdmliali,  the  Ruler  of  Gwalior, 
plained  of  it  in  person  to  tho  Viceroy  at 
utta,  although  his  share  of  the  paymeut  was 
lore  than  200  rupees  jier  mensem.  Both  he 
Holkur,  tlie  liidore  Chieftain,  urged  that  their 

police  arrangements  wuuld  suffice  to  moot 
evil  to  suppress  which  the  extraneous  aid  of 
special  Thuggee  Department  had  been  called 

But  Colonel  Meiide,  the  Governor-General's 
nt  at  Indore,  represented  that  its  withdrawal 
>uld  be  most  detrimental  to  the  general  peace 
the  country."  The  Govern meut  of  India 
1  this,  countermanded  payment  of  the  contri- 
on,  as  "not  worth  the  ill-feeling  wliich  tho 
sure  had  excited."  Hut  no  sooner  had  this 
1    conceded,     than      the     other     equally     dis- 
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teUon*fo'r  relished  measure  was  put  into  force,  that  every 
Mail  Rob-  Native  State   in   which  the  mail   of  the   British 

beries  in 

Natire      Government  was   plundered,  should   pay  a   com- 
intro-       pensation  equivalent  to  the  value  of  the  property 
robbed.     The  several  chieftains  consider  that  this 
unexpected   declaration   nullifies    the    concession 
vouchsafed  in  the  other  matter.     I  have  already 
noted  upon  this  subject  (pp.  134  to  137,  248,  392, 
vol.  i.,  and  pp.  43,  44  and  45,  vol.  ii.)     Scindiah 
has   been   the  stoutest  in  remonstrating  against 
the  obnoxious  rule.     He  declared  it  was  in  effect 
to    class    him,    whose   police   arrangements    had 
been    admittedly    very    good,   with    those    other 
rulers   who   had    organized    no   police   at  all  or 
worth  the  name,  nor  had  introduced  any  of  the 
reforms  he  had  been  commended  for  ;  and  he  still 
maintains  his  objections,  although  aware  that  so 
far  from  any  appropriation  of  them,  the   amerce- 
ments would  be  collected  into  a  reserve  fund  for 
the  purpose  of  distribution  among  the  widows  and 
families  of  the  employes    killed  in   such   acts  of 
plunder,   or  to  those  who  should   be  crippled  or 
disabled   thereby.     He  was  aware  too,    that    the 
robbed  parties  would  not  be  admitted  to  compensa- 
tion from  the  fund,  for  their  evasion  in  sending 
articles  for  despatch  which  were  forbidden  by  the 
Post  Office  rules,  as  proved  by  the  robbery  of  them 
{^cuh'  footnote  p.  45.)     Dislike  to  the  measure  exists 
nevertheless.    Scindiah  will  not  allow  himself  to  be 
smoothed  down,  although  informed  in  reply  to  his 
remonstrance,  that   **  instead  of  making  the  com- 
parative excellence  of  police  arrangements  a  basis 
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on  which  to  claim  exemption  from  the  operation 
of  the  rules,  His  Highness  should  rather  regard 
this  circumstance  as  a  guarantee  of  the  rarity  with 
which  they  will  affect  his  State,  and  strive  by 
farther  measures  of  ameUoration,  to  reduce  their 
chances  of  touching  him  to  a  minimum."  This  by 
way  of  a  sop,  I  suppose  I  The  Times  of  India  has 
now  an  article  on  the  subject.  It  says  that  the 
measure  "  has  no  doubt  been  deprived  of  its  sting  " 
by  the  above,  as  it  would  seem  to  have  been 
adopted  "  by  way  of  indirect  compulsion  to  induce 
Durbars  to  organize  a  complete  police  force"; 
and  that  their  complaints  have  been  made  use  of 
by  the  Government  of  India,  "  in  order  to  com- 
mend the  chiefs  who  have  paid  most  attention  to 
their  police  "  : — "  The  remonstrances  of  princes  of  qj,.  ^j, 
this  class,  prompted  in  many  cases  by  a  genuine  *j<^^?  ^7 
sense  of  political  dignity,  have  been  met  by  an  Rulers. 
implied  assurance "  that  (as  intimated  by  the 
Bombay  Government  to  the  Rao  of  Cutch,  another 
dissentient  ruler,)  isolated  instances  of  the  plunder 
of  mails  in  their  territories,  "  would  not  be  con- 
sidered cause  for  the  strict .  enforcement  of  the 
roles,  which  were  of  a  provision  for  the  inter- 
ference of  Government  in  States  where  systematic 
disorder  imperils  the  passage  of  Her  Majesty's 
mails." 

The  editor  observes  of  this,  while  admittiner  in  Editorial 

°  on  the 

regard   to  the  other  dissatisfied  Ruler  that  ^'  the  Subject. 
Viceroy  does  his  best  to  speak  the  testy  Scindiah 
fair,"    that    "this     discretionary     distinction    is 
one  which   iji  will  not  be  very    easy  to  maintain 
VOL.  n.  H 
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in  practice,  and  one  wliich  may  give  rise  to  odious 
comparisons.  We  have  said  little  as  to  the 
manifest  impolicy  of  subjecting  the  sovereigns  of 
our  largest  Native  States,  like  the  Nizam  and 
representatives  of  the  most  ancient  dynasties  of 
Rajpootanah,  to  the  same  stern  treatment  which 
might  be  considered  needful  in  the  case  of  some 
upstart  Rajah  with  a  pedigree  only  a  century  old, 
or  some  half -reclaimed  hill  Thdkoor.  The  risk  of 
gi^ang  mortal  offence,  in  half  a  dozen  cases  that 
might  be  named,  would,  we  think,  to  a  wise  poh- 
tician,  seem  utterly  incommensurate  with,  whatever 
practical  advantage  may  be  gained  by  proclaiming 
these  compensation  rules  throughout  the  rest  of 
India."  It  might  certainly  be  advanced  in  defence 
of  the  measure,  that  it  was  sure  to  effect  its 
purpose,  like  that  which  checked  the  Saxon 
guerillas  by  making  responsible  the  whole  "  hun- 
dred "  in  which  any  murdered  Norman  had  been 
found  {vide  p.  332) — "  but  our  contention  is  "  (the 
paper  goes  on,)  **  that  the  end  might  be  better 
gained  by  means  more  suited  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  Indian  Empire  ;  and  this  regulation, 
which  has  held  the  threat  of  fine  and  mulct  over 
the  tributary  svoereign  princes  of  India,  has  been 
regarded  " — it  further  observed — as  a  dictatorial 
policy  "  ;  then  followed  something  too  ex-cathedra^ 
which  I  omit  to  quote — but  the  article  proceeds 
more  reasonably  to  remark,  that  if  the  rule  had 
been  greatly  tempered  in  the  application,  it  was 
still  needful,  it  urged,  to  allude  to  the  effect  of  it 
on    the  sensitiveness    of    the    chiefs    and    princes 


J 


loo  Some  Records  of  Crime. 

Mooitani  ^^  tr^Q  of  dacoits  called  MooUdneeSy  that  they 
follow  up  convoys  of  piece   goods,  sugar,  opiuin, 
etc.,    laden   upon    carts   {vide  p.    336.)      Baroda 
and   Cambay   have  been   from  old   their  haunts. 
From  there  they  sally  on  their  distant  expeditions, 
and   to  there  do  they  retreat  after  a  successful 
season.     Khunjur   dacoits,  their  congeners,  also 
often  find  safety  in  that  direction  under  the  guise 
of  being  Bhdt  mendicants  and  Guzerattee  Dhombdre^s. 
MooltAnee   plunderers,    so  much  in    the  habit  of 
dacoiting  convoys  of  opium  and  other  merchandise 
in  Khandeish,  come  mostly  from  Baroda  territory, 
and  although  the  Guicowar  assumes  an  attitude  of 
lofty  independence,  and  our  Resident  at  his  Court 
has  stiffly  informed  me  that  his  office  "  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  rendering  any  crime  returns  to  any 
office,"  I  have  nevertheless  taken  that  important 
Native  State  to  be  certainly  included  in  and  not 
specially   excluded   from    the    system    of    general 
supervision  with  which  my  office  has  been  charged, 
or  from  the  scope  of  the   "  resolution  *'  which  con- 
stituted all  Political  Officers  in  Native  States  to  be 
**  Superintendents  for  the  suppression  of  Thuggee 
and    Dacoitie"    in    commxinication     with    myself; 
Guzerat     generally,   and     Baroda    therein    more 
particularly,    presenting   a   safe    thoroughfare  to 
plunderers  from  the  Upper  Native  States,  and  the 
home  or  the  refuge  of  those  who  depredate  in  the 
central  regions  of  India.    I  have  therefore  directed 
a  command  party  to  be  sent  with  approvers  down 
to  Guzerat  and  Baroda.* 

*  P.S. — This  resulted  in  the  arrest  of  six  registered  Mooltanw 
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followers  to  take  his  place  as  their  leader,  and  she 
frequently  did  conduct  them  accordingly  to  the 
point  of  attack,  although  she  did  not  personally 
join  in  the  affray  itself,  but  managed  all  the  con- 
cerns of  the  gang,  acquainted  herself  with  all  the 
necessary  information  of  suitable  places  to  plunder, 
and  settled  every  preliminary,  leaving  the  actual 
conflict  to  the  leadership  of  her  chosen  captain, 
the  man  Himtya ;  and  this  intrepid  lady  became 
so  notorious  for  her  successful  enterprises,  that 
a  reward  of  1000  rupees  was  proclaimed  for  her 
arrest.  But  she  was  never  captured,  and  lived  to 
an  old  age,  dying  at  last  among  her  own  people  in 
their  retreat  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  Oudh  Terae. 
The  dacoitie  I  am  about  to  relate  was  a  remark- 
able one.  It  was  one  of  many  similar  daring 
attacks  upon  treasure  even  when  under  the  escort 
of  military  guards  of  the  line,  and  of  which  I  am 
able  to  narrate  several.  This  one,  cursorily  alluded 
to  before  {vide  p.  411,  vol.  i.,)  happened  in  this 
wise.  This  class  of  dacoits  invariably  commit 
gang  robbery  at  nightfall,  just  about  lamp-lighting 
time,  at  which  listless  period  of  an  Indian  day, 
cattle  are  being  sluggishly  driven  into  the  towns 
and  villages  from  the  open  country,  and  tired-out 
toilers  of  various  pursuits  are  returning  to  their 
homes,  or  village  accountants  and  the  clerks  of 
native  bankers  particularly,  are  engaged  in  casting 
up  in  their  ivuhees  or  ledgers  the  transactions  of  the 
day,  taken  from  the  paper  slips  in  which  they 
had  itemed  them  ;  and  at  which  hour  too,  night 
watches  are  set  in   military  cantonments,  sentries 
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the  Nizam  of  Hydrabad,  it  presented  an  additional 
sense  of  security  as  being  safer  still  from  all  local 
interference.  She  next  proceeded  to  Sholapore 
itself  to  look  about  her,  whether  in  the  canton- 
ments or  in  the  native  town,  accompanied  by  two 
of  her  men  and  by  a  couple  of  women,  assuming 
to  be  DhombdreeSy  a  class  of  showpeople  and  sing- 
ing mendicants  from  Guzerat  (vide  p.  100,)  a 
device  by  which  they  not  only  obtain  alms,  but 
access  to  such  places  as  seem  desirable  to  their 
ends.  In  the  Sholapore  cantonments,  then,  they 
went  about  among  the  bungalows  of  the  SahUh 
loguBy  or  officers  of  the  station,  singing  various 
ballads,  particularly  that  favourite  one  among  the 
European  community,  which  quaintly  describes, 
in  measured  rhythm  and  pretty  jingle,  the  strange 
ways,  according  to  native  conception,  of  the  re- 
markable "  Topee-wallahs "  or  hat  ami  hohueU 
irearinfj  folky  as  Europeans  in  India  are  often 
called,  quite  as  frequently  as  "  Ingleez  **  or  "  Fe- 
ringhee  "  (Frank  or  foreigner,)  and  "  Gora-logue  " 
or  fair  folk,  the  refrain  of  which  lay  was  "  Arl ! 
7Yj])ee'V'fil(th  {Oh  my!  what  Topee-walahs  !)f  each 
preceding  verse  describing  some  wonderful  tale  of 
them,  whether  of  love,  war,  or  frolic,  or  prowess 
in  shikar  exploits,  one  particular  verse  recount- 
ing, much  to  the  amusement  of  the  European 
listener,  how  a  certain  Sahib  "deserted  his  chil- 
dren, set  tiro  to  his  house,  and  fled  with  some- 
body's wife."  Beguiling  the  different  Sdhih  and 
Mihn  fjor/nt'  in  this  manner,  and  with  feats  as 
acrobats  and  posture-masters,  the    crafty   lot  at 
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still  further  to  be  spied — ^the  exact  spot  of  the 

strong  room  of  the  man  of  wealth  to  be  discovered, 

and   the  approaches  to   it  through   the  crowded 

town  examined,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  wajs 

usual  at  nightfall  of  the  military  cantonment  to 

be  mastered,  the   means   of   escape   through  the 

broken   ground   in   its   neighbourhood,    and  how 

successfully  to  baffle  pursuit  through  it  by  cavahj, 

to  be  thoroughly  explored  on  the  other.    Tumbolin, 

satisfied  from  her  own  personal  scrutiny  of  the 

feasibility  of  the  latter  undertaking,  commissioned 

her  prime  henchman,  Himtya^  to  arrange  further 

steps  in  respect  to  it,  while  she  personally  should 

acquaint  herself  in  like  manner  with  what  it  was 

necessary  to  learn  and  make  sure  of  for  the  other 

or  alternative  enterprise,  now  or  hereafter.     She 

did  so  accordingly  within  the  next  few  days,  not 

only  by  a  minute  survey  of  the  means  of  access  to 

and  escape  from  the  marked  down  dwelling,  situated 

as  it  was  within  the  walled  city,  but,  by  the  artifice 

of  presenting  at  the  '*  dookan  "  or  counter,  so  here 

to  call  it,  located  within  the  Sahoocar's  stronghold, 

some  coinage  of  a  remote  currency  for  exchange 

into  the  current  money  of   the  locality,  she  was 

even  able  to  mark  down  the  recess  or  strong  room 

in  the  same  corridor,  wherein  the  rich  man's  wealth 

was  deposited.     The  clever  process  by  which  this 

is  accomplished  by  this  particular  class  of  robbers, 

described  already  in  my   previous  journals,  need 

not    be    here    detailed — for    that    house    was    not 

robbed  on  this  particular  occasion,  although  it  was 

at  a  subsequent  period  by  a  distinct  gang  of  the 
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troops,  and  all  the  adjuncts  and  circumstances  of 
an  important  military  command. 

Himtya  duly  possessed  himself  with  all  the 
information  necessary  to  the  meditated  attack, 
and  thereupon,  to  allay  suspicion,  their  Idnia  or 
encampment  was  moved  to  a  more  distant  point, 
and  a  tippun  or  rendezvous,  appointed  at  a  spot 
conveniently  near  enough  to  the  point  of  attack 
for  the  different  members  of  the  gang  to  zig-zag 
to  it  after  flight,  and  where  a  couple  of  men  and 
two  or  three  women  should  await  them  with  ponies 
provided  with  korcheens  or  saddle-bags  for  the 
expected  booty. 

Captain  R.  Lewis,  of  the  22nd  Bombay  Native 
Infantry,  was  the  military  Paymaster  at  Sholapore 
at  this  period,  and  he  and  three  or  four  other 
oflBcers  (Captain  Poole  of  the  1st  Bombay  Cavalrv, 
Captain  ^lorris  of  the  9th  Bombay  Native  Infantry, 
author  of  the  well-known  Indian  hunting  song>, 
*'  The  Snaffle,  Spur,  and  Spear,'*  and  "The  Boar, 
the  mighty  Boar;"  and  another  oflScer,)  had  just 
returned  from  a  day's  sport  in  the  open  country, 
and  were  awaiting  some  refreshments  in  the 
verandah  of  his  bungalow,  fronting  which,  at  a 
little  distance,  stood  the  treasure  tumbril  and  the 
<ruard-room  appertaining  to  the  charge  of  it,  the 
kitrhen  beinf]f  a  little  way  hard  by.  The  man 
Ilinitya  had  been  there  the  previous  afternoon, 
not  only  to  take  a  last  look  at  the  premises,  but  to 
fix  upon  a  spot  in  some  broken  ground  not  far 
(^Uiside  of  them,  where  at  evening  to  bury  or 
('(•neeal    the    bamboo   hafts   of    the  spears   of  the 
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gang  in  expectancy  of  the  planned  attack — and 
he  had  witnessed  the  Havildars  on  the  Paymaster's 
establishment,  depositing  all  the  money-bags  within 
the  rigr/tf-hand  one  of  the  two  compartments  of 
which  the  tumbril  was  composed.  The  tired 
officers  were  still  seated  in  the  verandah — the 
short  twilight  had  ceased — the  guard  over  the 
treasure  had  just  relieved  its  sentries,  and  had 
posted  double  sentinels  immediately  over  the 
tumbril  itself,  a  precaution  which  was  to  last 
throughout  the  night,  and  the  rest  of  the  Sepoys 
of  the  guard  had  retired  into  the  guard-room, 
taking  their  arms  with  them.  The  dacoits,  who 
had  by  now  taken  out  their  bamboos  from  where 
they  had  been  hidden,  and  fixed  spear-heads  on 
to  them,  had  on  their  part — their  loins  tightly 
girded,  and  shoes  secured  behind  their  waist- 
cloths — stealthily  approached  the  entrance  into 
the  Paymaster's  compound,  crouching  as  they 
went  along  under  cover  of  the  high  cactus  or 
prickly  pear  hedge  by  which  this  and  the  other 
several  local  premises  were  surrounded.  No  sooner 
they  perceived  that  the  Sepoys  of  the  guard  had 
retired  into  their  guard-room,  than  the  man 
Himtya,  very  composedly  stepped  forward  and 
shut  them  up  within  ity  by  quietly  putting  up  the 
chain  fastening  of  the  door  to  the  hasp  above  it, 
two  other  dacoits  simultaneously  rushed  in  and 
ruthlessly  speared  both  sentinels,  while  another 
boldly  mounted  the  tumbril,  and  breaking  off  the 
heavy  padlock  with  a  blow  from  an  axe,  quickly 
laid  open  the  right-hand  compartment  of  it.     The 
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alarm  having  been   raised,   the    sentinel    at  the 
Brigadier's   quarters  fired   through   the   dividing 
hedge  upon  the  robbers.   At  this  moment  a  servant 
conveying  from  the  kitchen  the  tray  of  the  called- 
for  refreshments,  had  a  blow  aimed  at   him — ^it 
missed,  the  spear  passing  between  his  legs — and 
the  affrighted  man  fled  headlong  to  the  bungalow, 
his  -tray  and   its   contents   cast   away  upon  the 
ground.     Captain  Lewis  ("  Bob  Lewis  ")  and  his 
friends,  now  only  became  aware  of  the  presence  of 
robbers,  and  that  the  treasure  tumbril  was  under 
attack  !     They  hastened  out.     The  barrels  of  their 
guns  happened  to  have  been  discharged  and  were 
empty,  except  one  loaded  with  small  shot.     The 
possessor  of  this  weapon  promptly  fired  it  off  at 
the  dacoits,    and  at  once   brought  down   one  of 
their  number.     And  now,  too,  the  plunderers  had 
discovered  that  they   had  broken  into  the  vcro)\Q 
compartment — the  correct  one  inasmuch  as  ther 
had    supposed — but    it    had    happened,    by    the 
merest  chance,  and  without  any  intention  of  pre- 
caution, that  the  money-bags  had  been  removed 
from  it  that  very  forenoon,  prior  to  the  Pa}Tnaster 
proceeding  on  shikdry  and  been  placed  in  the  other 
or  ^./it-hand  one  !     And  now,  too,  the  robbers  were 
themselves,  in  tlieir  turn,  assailed,  "  and  thaty  toOy 
by  saheb'lufjue^^  (as  the  man  Himlya  expressed  it 
to  me,)  and  one  of  their  own  number  besides,  been 
shot  !     80  all  thinp^s  seemed  adverse  to  them,  and 
rapid  flight  was  only  left  them — bugle  and  trumpet- 
notes  reverberating  through  the  night  air,  and  the 
call  to  arms  and  assembly  sounded  !     They  there- 
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upon  at  once  decamped,  lifting  their  disabled 
comrade  away  with  them — ^but  to  expedite  their 
escape,  and  because  he  was  hopelessly  wounded, 
they  presently  laid  the  man  down  in  the  broken 
ground  through  which  they  fled,  and,  picking  up 
their  look-outs  posted  at  their  tippun  or  meeting- 
place,  they  forthwith  hastened  on,  the  women  in 
turn  astride  the  ponies.  By  midnight  they  had 
rejoined  their  tdndah.  All  was  ready  there  to  go 
on  with  them,  and  all  went  on  accordingly,  Tum- 
bolin  mounted  on  her  favourite  piebald  pony. 
They  travelled  the  rest  of  the  night  and  all  next 
day,  only  halting  for  a  hasty  meal  for  man  and 
beast,  and  then  onwards  again  until  they  had 
reached  far,  far  beyond  the  Kistna,  and  felt  they 
were  secure  from  pursuit  or  detection.  Mean- 
while there  had  been  great  commotion  in  the  can- 
tonments the  bold  robbers  had  visited.  Vedettes 
and  patrols  of  cavalry  were  sent  out  scouring  the 
country  for  miles  in  different  directions,  while  the 
rest  of  the  troops  stood  to  their  arms !  At 
morning  the  wounded  dacoit  was  found  and 
brought  in.  He  would  disclose  nothing,  and  died 
during  the  day,  true  to  his  associates  to  his  latest 
breath. 

The  Brigadier  reported  the  following  day  to  Army 
Qead-quarters,  that  his  camp  had  been  attacked 
**  by  a  numerous  and  well-organized  banditti," 
^nd  that  he  had  made  every  disposition  "  to  repel 
tlieir  renewed  attack  expected  that  night  I  "  In 
point  of  fact,  the  gang  that  had  created  this  stir 
%d  alarm,  numbered  no  more  than  sixteen  persons ! 
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The  fifteen  survivors  fell  into  onr  hands,  all  sooner 
or  later,  and  were  disposed  of. 
^  Ten  years  later  Tumbolin's  gang  appeared,  on 

Proces-     dacoity  bent,  in  the  Poena  district.     The  Fonjdar 
deepened  or  head  of  the  City  Police  of  Poena,  was  being 
city^o/^^  married,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  ceremony  the 
Poonah.    wholo  of  the  City  Police  were  attending  the  mar- 
riage procession  in  another  part  of  the  crowded 
city.     Suddenly,  at  nightfall,  the  strong  dwelling 
or  ]zoli  of  a  rich  Marwdree  merchant  situated  inside 
of  it,  was  attacked  by  persons  shouting  intimida- 
tion,  bearing    flaring    torches,    and   armed^  with 
spears  and  axes.     They  broke  into  the  Marw&ree's 
strong  room  and  plundered  it  of  a  booty  valued  at 
5000  rupees.     But  as  they  were  escaping  through 
the   town,  two  of  their  number    were  captured. 
One  of   these  was  the   man    Himtya  himself.    It 
was  his  last  robbery.     He  was  convicted,  while  his 
companion  was  acquitted  from  his  declaring  "  that 
he  was  a  poor  labourer  who  happened  to  be  passing 
by  the  scene  of  the  dacoitie,  when  he  was  knocked 
down  by  one  of  the  robbers,  and  that  when  thes<J 
had  escaped,  he  was  seized  by  the  police  as  though 
he  had  been  one  of  them."     This  latter  affair  was 
hajjpily  unattended  with  bloodshed.     The  custody 
of  Himtya  was  claimed  by  myself,  and  it  was  then 
that  he  made  to  me  all  his  revelations.     He  be- 
came a  very  valuable  approver  and  assisted  me  i^ 
bringing  many  of  the  tribe  to  justice.* 

*  P.S. — ( >ne  of  the  dacoities  disclosed  in  the  course  of  theoper*' 
tions  that  followed  on  these  revelations,  was  a  similar  dano^ 
^'xploit  at  Ilump'tiaijur  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Tumboudo^ 


Some  Records  of  Crime,  113 

\ht}h  June^    Saturday. — Simlah    being    situated 
within  the  limits  of  the  Punjab  Government,  it 
would  surely  be  an  ungracious  act  for  the  depart- 
ments of  the   Supreme   Government    temporarily 
residing  at   Simlah,  not   to   follow  the   excellent 
example  set  by  the  Punjab,  in  granting  a   half- 
holiday  occasionally  of  a  Saturday  to  its  different 
establishments  !    Our  clerks.  Native  and  European, 
would  certainly  so  regard  it   on  beholding  their 
fellow  scribes  of  the  local  Government,  "  abound- 
ing in  beneficence,  cherisher  of  the  poor,"  excused 
office  attendance,  and  themselves  not  so  indulged  I 
But    holiday  or   no    holiday,    certainly   a   large 
number  of  us  of  the  Supreme  Government,  who 
are  up  here  with  our  several  offices,  gathered  this 
afternoon  at  a  monster  picnic  given  by  General 
and  Mrs.  Brind  on  the  wooded  hill  below  Elysium, 
where  stands  a  scrubby  temple  dedicated  by  the 
liillmen  to  their  "  Hunnooman.'*     The  proximity  of 
the  hallowed  spot  was  no  hindrance  to  the  enjoy- 
ment   of  the   occasion,  and   desipere  in  loco  was 
exactly  the  course  observed,  to  which  the  abun- 
dance provided  for  the  numerous  guests  contributed 
^  little ;    and  to  those  who  liked,  the  inviting 

n?er  on  the  Canara  frontier,  and  it  is  identical  with  that  with 
wUeh  ^^8e^a^"  one  of  the  late  Colonel  Meadows  Taylor's  beauti- 
M  hidian  noyels  opens,  as  he  admitted  to  me,  the  scene  of  it  and 
^  Barnes  of  the  principal  actors  concerned  being  disguised,  but 
^otfte  details.  Colonel  Taylor,  from  his  position  at  Shorapoor- 
^^,  eoK^ietmted  with  myself,  acting  from  the  Bombay  side,  in 
V^^^^  a  stop  to  the  depredations  of  this  particular  tribe  in  those 
JJ'^^ttkem  regions,  as  related  in  that  able  officer's  highly  interesting 
Stoiy  of  my  lif  e." 

VOL,  IT.  I 
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solitudes  round  about,  offered  no  obstacles  to  their 
wandering  about  them  primevally  : 

''  To  sport  with  Amaryllis  in  the  shade. 
Or  with  the  tangles  of  Neara*s  hair." 

Then  at  night  I  was  a  guest  at  a  dinner  party 
given  by  our  socially  popular  Minister  of  Finance. 
This  second  festivity  concluded  with  singing  as  in 
the  old  mess  table  times.  I  suppose  out  of  the 
peculiar  association,  I  was  called  upon  to  sing 
Dick  Turpin.     I  was  sorry  ;  but  Phcebus  had  not 

"  taught  me  how  to  sing, 
How  to  tune  the  vocal  string/' 

\&th  June,  Sunday. — To  church,  to  listen  to  the 
preaching  of    our  new  chaplain,  Mr.  Baly,   who 
might,  not  intrusively,  be  compared  with  the  most 
eloquent  of  Temple  preachers. 
objec-  17fh  June. — Employed  in  drafting  a  reference 

o*or^cia^m.  f rom  the  Agent  Governor-General  for  Rajpootanah, 
Lonerr*     ^^  ^^^^  rcquGst  of  a  Political  Agent,  that  we  should 
from        cease  to  apply  for  the  custody  of  prisoners  in  the 
Jails.        jails  of  Native  Courts,  claimed  by  our  approvers  as 
their  associates  in  crime  {vide  p.  62,  vol.  ii.)    Of 
course  I  object  to  forego  this  advantage.     I  am 
bound,  for  the  purposes  of  our  special  duties,  to  avail 
myself  whenever  I  am  able  of  local  police  action, 
so  fitful  as  it  is,  against  professional  marauders, 
and  to  claim    from  among  the  persons   arrested, 
those  who  occasionally  happen  to  be  in  our  lists  of 
registered  criminals,  and  of  whose  criminality  there 
is  evidence  on  record.     If  able  to  trace  them  to 
within  prison  walls,  why  not  be  permitted  to  look  for 
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them  there  ?  It  was  the  action  of  my  predecessor, 
and  T  have  not  seen  any  injustice,  but  the  contrary, 
to  proceed  from  it. 

I  come  upon  some  atrocious  acts  of  poisoning  in 
the  Statements  of  that  crime  under  preparation  in 
continuation  of  the  series  of  Dacoitie  Returns  for 
the  past  three  years,  now  neariy  completed,  but 
not  yet  sent  up.  The  devices  resorted  to  in  this 
species  of  Thuggee  are  many — a  particular  one 
whereof  is  the  pretence  of  being  marriage  agents —  diegaised 
a  sort  of  peripatetic  "  Matrimonial  News  "  mongers  ^^*'^' 
as  it  were.  Agents. 

A   woman    appeared    at   a  house   and   claimed 
relationship  with  the  inmates,  declaring  she  had 
come  to  talk  over  a  contemplated  marriage.     The 
family  consisted  of  a  man,  his  father,  wife,  and  two 
daughters.     The  woman  being  invited  to  stay  for 
some  food,  wheaten  cakes  were  made  ready  and 
some  vegetables  placed  on  the  fire,  for  flavouring 
which  the  eldest  child,  a  girl  of  eleven  years  of 
age,  occupied  herself  in  grinding  some  condiments, 
while  the  stranger  went  on   discussing  the  pre- 
tended family  matter.     She  presently  proposed  to 
help  the  girl  in  what  she  was  doing,  and  being 
suffered  to  do  so,  the  latter  after  a  time  got  up 
and   accompanied    her  mother    on   some    errand 
outside,  leaving  the  stranger  to  be   entertained, 
when  the  meal  should   be    ready,  by  the   other 
members  of  the  family  at  that  moment  occupied 
in  another  part  of  the  dwelling.     When  the  food 
Was  laid  out,  the  owner  of  the  house  and  his  old 
father  both  partook  of  it,  but  the  other  daughter 

I  2 
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"  thinking  it  tasted  nasty,"  spat  it  oat,  a 
up,    went   away.      The    woman   excuse! 
with  some  chnrpattce  or  bread-cake  onljj 
men  became  insensible,  and  in  the  con: 
quent  on  the  wife  and  other  daughter, 
return   home,    finding    them     in    that  com 
and  in  their  endeavoura  to  bring  them  roo] 
stranger  managed  to  get  clear  away  with  t 
ments  she  had  taken  from  the  persons  of  d 
men.     They  died  from  the  effects  of  i 
which  the  woman  had  mixed  in  the  i 
which  the  food  was  flavoured. 

It  was  supposed  that  this  method  of  c 
the  crime — that  is,  by  assuming  to  be  ] 
agents — had  been  forsaken,  from  the  exampl 
execution  of  the  noted  criminal  named  Mw 
mentioned  before,  who,  under  that  pretend 
inveigled  and  murdered  nineteen  persona  aft 
same  manner  {ride  p.  261,  vol.  i.)     That  ded 
result  was  chiefly  due  to  Major  McAndrew,  ati 
time  my  assistant  for  the  Punjab.    The  people'rt 
as  previously  noticed,  warned  of  the  artifices  \ 
criminal  and  his  accomplies  resorted  to,  inentic 
victims  from  their  homes  under  the  deluaioiJ 
their   contracting  or   settling  marriage  alliU' 
through  their  agency,  and  every  intelligemX 
their  mode  of  procedure  was  disseminated.     Bot 
no  avail — for  here  now  was  another  case,  aftwl 
same  fashion,  in  addition  to  that  other  instand 
the  Rhotuck  district  mentioned  at  an  earliap-*^ 
(i;tWe  p.  258,  vol.  i.)     The  practice  wuoonf 
no  particular  province,  for  there  hadl 
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rently  slumbering  stranger  to  drug  the  cooking 
food.  She  would  raise  her  head  on  her  elbow,  look 
eagerly  all  round,  listen,  get  up,  run  up  to  the  fire, 
quickly  mix  up  in  the  rice  or  other  food  under 
preparation  upon  it,  the  powder — the  poison — ^she 
was  already  provided  with,  and  as  hastily  return 
to  her  recumbent  position  upon  the  floor-mat  or  on 
the  ruzdee  or  quilt  that  had  been  placed  for  her  to 
lie  down  upon.  On  the  return  of  either  mother  or 
daughter,  the  woman  would  be  still  as  if  asleep ; 
and  by-and-by,  towards  evening,  she  would  arise, 
thank  her  kind  hostesses  very  warmly — "  would  be 
sure  to  tell  *  Bheemee  *  about  them,  and  how  very, 
very  kind  they  had  been  to  her  '* — and  depart,  but 
only  to  lurk  about  in  the  vicinity.  On  the  hus- 
band's return  home  from  his  daily  toil  in  the  fields, 
or  whatever  his  occupation,  the  family  would  tell 
him  of  the  friendly  visit,  and  all  then  partake  of 
their  evening  repast ;  and  in  due  time,  the  woman 
would  stealthily  come  back,  peep  warily  into  the 
house,  and,  finding  all  quiet  within  it  and  the  in- 
mates indeed,  prostrated  on  the  floor  in  a  state  of  in- 
sensibility— of  utter  unconsciousness — would  rob  their 
persons  and  the  residence  and  hurriedly  decamp, 
leaving  not  a  trace  of  herself.  The  woman  in  this 
particular  case  was  seventy  years  of  age.  "  Three 
similar  instances  were  (said  my  report  of  the  occa- 
sion) proved  against  her.  She  was  recognized  by 
the  inmates  of  the  house,  who  fortunately  had 
recovered,  and  on  conviction  she  was,  in  considera- 
tion of  her  advanced  years,  sentenced  to  ten  years' 
imprisonment  with  labour  suited  to  her  sex  and  age. 
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The  wicked  old  woman  pleaded  poverty,  and 
offered  to  my  assistant  at  Lucknow  (Captain  T.  H. 
Chamberlain,)  to  become  a  Christian  if  spared  the 
pain  and  disgrace  of  a  trial  !  '* 

There  is  often  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  F'^^^JI"  ^^ 
the  sufferers  who  recover,  to  come  forward  withgi^eEvi- 
evidence  ;  and  (as  I  reported  on  the  occasion,  have  Poisoning 
often  done  so,  and  still  continue  to  represent,)  "  it   *"®** 
is  only  when  death  has  ensued  that,  generally,  any 
reliance  can  be  placed  for  a  report  of  it  being  made 
at  all,  or  the  scene  of  the  occurrence  being  traced." 

ISth  June. — "  Waterloo  "  in  all  our  minds. — All 
day  at  work  at  translations  from  the  narratives  of 
our  approvers.  Many  of  their  tales  of  crime  are 
startling,  not  only  for  atrocity  but  for  frequency. 
Was  late  consequently  in  getting  out  for  my  usual 
walk  round  Jako,  and  so  was  back  late  for  dinner 
— a  solitary,  almost  benighted,  pheasant,  with  a 
rushing  sweep  of  his  wings,  perching  on  an  oak 
in  our  grounds,  overhanging  the  road,  at  the 
latest  moment  of  the  twilight  as  I  returned. — 
Hugh  accompanied  his  mother  to  the  concluding 
concert  of  Madame  Bishop's  series. 

19th  June. — In  some  of  the  poisoning  cases  in  Failure  in 
the  period  I  am  reviewing,  sometimes  the  local  ation. 
police  have  been  unaware  of  the  occurrence,  even 
when  death  has  been  the  result ;  and  when  at 
length  it  is  heard  of,  there  is  no  corpus  delicti  from 
lapse  of  time  ;  and  although  all  the  details  are 
satisfactorily  corroborated,  the  culprits  escape  con- 
viction. There  is  at  Jemdlpore  a  hill,  over  the 
tunnel   close   to   the  railway   station,    called  the 
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Brahmin  "  KunkuTTee  Puhdr "  or  stony  hill.  At  a  well  at 
^tje^  the  foot  of  it,  four  poisoners,  accompanied  by  a 
pore.  young  Brahmin  whom  they  had  inveigled  by  the 
way,  aged  about  twenty-five  years,  sat  down  to 
rest  and  refresh  themselves.  They  made  some 
sherbet  both  in  their  own  and  in  the  traveller's 
brass  htah  or  drinking  vessel.  He  drank  the  con- 
tents of  his  own  vessel — ^they  took  care  to  confine 
themselves  to  what  they  had  prepared  in  theirs. 
All  then  together  clambered  up  to  the  top  of  the 
hill  and  sat  down  under  a  tamarind  tree.  There 
the  traveller,  who  was  only  partially  insensible, 
soon  dropped  off  asleep.  Thereupon  one  of  the 
gang  felt  about  him  for  his  hummeednahy  a  purse 
usually  hidden  about  the  waist ;  the  traveller,  still 
somewhat  conscious,  raised  himself  and  seized  the 
man  by  his  hand.  The  latter  upon  this  threw 
him  backwards  violently  upon  the  rocky  ground, 
another  lifted  up  a  great  stone  and  dashed  it  upon 
his  chest — blood  flowed  from  the  poor  man's  nose 
and  mouth,  and  he  expired.  The  murderers  ob- 
tained no  more  than  tinire  and  a  half  ruj.H't\^,  found 
concealed  round  their  victim's  waist,  which,  and 
the  poor  fellow's  lotah  and  a  ruzaee  or  quilted 
coverlet,  made  of  a  red  spotted  stuff,  they  appro- 
]>riated,  and  went  away,  leaving  the  dead  body 
there  on  the  open  ground.  Mr.  Reily,  whom  I 
have  mentioned  as  having  been  specially  employed 
in  these  inquiries  in  Bengal  in  communication 
with  myself  (r///e  pp.  38,  42,  and  450,  vol.  i.,)  un- 
ravelled this  case.  Two  men,  concerned  in  another 
similar  murder,  had  fallen  into  his  custody.     They 


Same  Records  of  Crime.  121 

oonfessed,  and  among  other  cases  mentioned  this 
one  also.  They  were  separately  taken  on  different 
dates,  and  each  pointed  out  the  same  spot  as  that 
upon  which  the  murder  had  been  committed.  In 
the  house  of  another  of  the  accomplices  denounced 
by  them,  a  red  spotted  ruzdee  was  found,  of  which  he 
was  nnable  to  give  a  satisfactory  account.  On  the 
fourth  or  remaining  accomplice  being  traced  and 
arrested,  he  admitted  the  murder.  But,  for  the 
reasons  already  given,  the  case  could  not  be  sent 
up  for  trial;  the  police  had  not  heard  of  the 
occurrence ;  no  remains  were  discovered  ;  there 
was  no  independent  testimony  to  corroborate  that 
of  the  approvers. 

Went  to  a  cricket  match  in  the  afternoon  at^n^^^®* 

Match. 

Anandale,  to  see  the  lad  play  in  the  "  Lights  " 
against  the  "  Heavies."  He  was  "  not  out  *'  when 
the  game  ended. — Rain  had  for  some  time  been 
threatening,  and  it  fell  heavily  as  the  meeting 
broke  up,  wetting  us  all.  I  had  walked  down  ;  and 
I  returned  in  the  same  manner,  by  another  way 
leading  distantly  round  under  Peterhoff,  a  steep, 
zig-zagging,  and  very  picturesque  ascent.  I  like 
this  kind  of  exercise,  but  was  very  tired  by  the  time 
I  got  back  home.  Fell  in  with  Sir  Henry  Durand  S'^  ^^^^7 
as  he  ascended  the  hill  on  horseback,  with  whom  a 
long  talk.  He  is  always  very  affable,  and  to  me 
speaks  unreservedly  of  many  things. 

20th  June. — ^A  gang  of  Meena  dacoits  had  lurked 
in  the  vicinity  of  Agra  during  the  assemblage  at 
that  place  of  the  many  great  chieftains  who  at- 
tended the  Viceroy's  late  Durbar  with  their  numer- 
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ous  retinues,  from  different  parts  of  the  countiy. 
Their  object  was  plunder  (vitfe  pp.  17  and  31,  vol.i.,) 
but  we  had  appointed  approvers  accompanied  by 
Nujjeebs   to   be   on   the  alert,  moving  about  the 
crowded  places  and  in  the  different  distinct  encamp- 
ments  by  which   the   entire  neighbourhood  was 
filled,  an  arrangement  which,  with  the  precautions 
also  taken  by  the  local  police,  no  doubt  served  to 
scare  them  away,  both  Captain  James  Blair,  our 
assistant  for  Rajpootanah,  and  myself,  being  also 
present  with  our  respective  establishments  at  dis- 
tant points  of  the  great  camp.     But  not  before  the 
Treasure   robbors  had  managed,  nevertheless,  to  obtain  infer- 
atMohan-  ^latiou  of  a  large  consignment  of  treasure  consist- 
poora.       jjjg  Qf  Y^alsy  silvcr  brick,  coral  beads,  etc.,  which 
to  the  value  of  upwards  of  41,500  rupees,  had  then 
recently  been  received  at  Agra  by  railway  from 
some  Mahajuns  at  Calcutta,  for  conveyance  to  a 
branch  firm  in  the  city  of  Jeypore,  to  where  indeed 
the  whole  was  presently  forwarded,  laden  upon  five 
camels  under  an  escort  of  ten  armed  men.     The 
robbers  laid  their  plans  accordingly  and  followed 
up  the  convoy.     It  had  reached  Mohunpoora,  the 
last  stage  of  the  journey,  in  safety  (28th  Xovem- 
ber  last,)  and  had  alighted  for  the  night  in  the 
bazaar,  distant  only  about  eight  koss  or  fifteenmiles 
from   its   destination.     During  the  first  watch  of 
that   night,   that  is,  at  about  10  p.m.,  the  bivouac 
was   approached  by  a  band  of  twenty-two  Meena 
dacoits,  some  on  foot,  others  mounted  upon  camels, 
who,   under  the   pretence  that  they  were  deputed 
by  one  Futtchjce  I{haton\  a  well-known  Sirdar  of 
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are  commonly  employed  by  native  mlers  on  a 
system  usual  in  Native  States  for  working  out 
crime.  But,  though  we  do  not  reject  their  in- 
formation, knowing  as  we  generally  pretty  well 
do,  who  they  are  and  a  great  deal  about  them  in- 
dividually, we  do  not  make  use  of  such  per- 
sons for  the  purposes  of  evidence  against  others^ 
our  more  legitimate  course  being,  only  to  act  iD 
that  regard,  upon  previously  recorded  evidence 
formally  given  by  duly  constituted  approvers  such 
as  are  employed  by  us,  every  one  of  whom  is  a 
convicted  dacoit  or  thug  as  the  case  might  be,  and 
against  whom  a  sentence  of  death  or  transporta- 
tion beyond  seas,  or  of  imprisonment,  has  been 
recorded,  execution  thereof  being  only  suspended 
during  performance  of  their  compact  of  true  and 

faithful  service,  and  any  dereliction  therein  subject- 
Difference  •  il  J.      ^     ^    '1  J!  1  X* 

between  ^^g  them  to  lorfeiture  of  such  exemptions  as  a  cod- 
bir  a'nd  an  ^^^^^^  ^^  their  employment.  "  Approvers  "  are, 
"  Ap-        moreover,  under  lif e-lonff  custody — "  Mookhbirs  " 

prover."  '  •     j 

are  not  so,  but  are  persons  independently  employed 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  local  authorities.  Thejr 
generally  nevertheless  belong  to  the  criminal 
classes— and  their  information,  discreetly  used,  not 
infrequently  leads  to  the  detection  of  the  culprits 
sought  for,  and,  according  to  native  practice,  to 
their  conviction. 
Snngram  21st  JuRc. — A  man  named  Sungram  Sin^  has  long 
^^^'  been  notorious  in  the  Jounpore  and  neighbouring 
district,  as  the  enterprising  headman  of  some 
banded  hxuhnani^hces  of  the  rondottiere  sort — a  kind 
of  swashbucklers  who  go  about  the  country  with 
rifles,  guns  and  revolvers,  swords  and  bludgeons. 
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in  attendance — but  in  the  present  case,  u] 
the  representations  on  the  subject  there  was 
"  escort,"  but,  of  a  mugle  foot  constable  on 
This  was  remarkable,  considering  the  very  gr 
tralEc  upon  that  wild  road,  the  valuable  rer 
tances  that  daily  pass  along  it,  and  the  thick  jnn 
through  which  it  lies.  It  was  something  to  h; 
gained  attention  to  the  requirement ;  but  po 
protection,  if  afforded  at  all,  should  be  more  efl 
tive.  How  could  the  present  have  been  regar( 
as  a  "  suitable  escort "  ?  {vide  p.  318,  vol.  i.) 
Super-  A  friend  writes  on  the  subject  of  the  **ii?Mw 

aban-  .  ** 

danoe  of  tiou  "  of  Field  Officcrs  in  the  three  armies  of  B 
the  stafl?^  gal,  Madras,  and  Bombay,  as  a  consequence  of 
^^^^  late  Staff  Corps  and  Amalgamation  Rules  (t 
pp.  36  and  39  to  42  :)  "  In  this  amalgamat 
business,  Government  have  shown  themsel 
like  the  Romans,  *  without  understanding.'  Tl 
demur  about  a  few  thousand  rupees  and  tl 
incur  vast  prospective  liabilities.  The  Gove; 
ment  of  India  know  well  what  they  are  about,  t 
measure  was  forced  upon  them  by  the  St'cretaru 
State  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  Council — a 
he  carried  out  the  views  of  the  Cabinet.  Unh 
Staff  Corps  promotion  is  granted,  oflBcers  \n 
grumble — and  if  it  is^  what  is  to  be  done  wit! 
dozen  field  oflBcers  in  a  single  regiment  ? 
retiring  scheme,  by  which  many  shall  be  indue 
to  accept  a  reduced  scale  of  pensions  on  earli 
retirement,  would  be  the  obvious  remedy."  (Vi 
pp.  30  to  42,  and  footnote  of  concession  :  oflSce 
were  eventually  allowed  to  retire  on  improve 
allowances.) 
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23rd  JwM^  Sunday.  —  We  were  exhorted  to-day  at  ^^®|/f ** 
church  to  give  freely,  liberally,  and  not  to  with-  deaoon 
kold,  I  remember  a  venerable  Archdeacon  preach- 
ing at  the  Cathedral  at  Bombay,  telling  the 
congregation  of  the  difficulty  met  with  in  collect" 
*»ij  the  subscriptions  promised  in  the  written 
^^ips  of  paper  often  put  into  the  offertory,  his 
peon  or  chupprassee  being  generally  sent  away, 
'I®  said,  with  Peeche  do — Kul  do — and  even  de- 
sired J ko  jdo,—*'  Come  by-and-by,''  "  Come 

*^5iorrow "— or,    "Go  to—"    (a    place   for    the 
^ok&d !) 

**<A  June. — Daly  writes  that  Scindiah  now  objects 
^  th.^  transfer  to  us  of  the  two  Bedowreah  prison- 
ersh.^  lately  had  agreed  to  make  over — "  they  are 
^  ^^nxious  about  their  welfare  to  do  this."     I 
'M    V^nderstand  this —  they  know  too  much : — ^but  I 
^^  ^rlad  of  it  than  otherwise,  and  have  written 
^T^^^  so — "  I  should  have  feared  their  escape  and 
:oTU  'Jiiilay  from  their  confederates  "  (vide  p.  64,  voL 
ii')        aScindiah's  marriage  festivities  under  celebra- 
tion   ^t  Gwalior,  have  hindered  progress  against  the 
retoX^  in  Bhind,  the  Soobah  or  Governor  of  the 
ft^8(fct"ict  having  come  away  from  there  to  attend 
t\ie  Ceremony,  as  in  duty  bound. 

^ott  Jttn^.— There  is  still  trouble  in  Tirhoot  (vide  ^^^'^ 
P«  ^,  vol.  i.).  We  have  a  special  report  of  a  fresh  Tirhoot. 
*ct  of  dacoitie  down  there.  A  large  gang  of  armed 
Bien  provided  with  lighted  torches,  burst  into  a 
dwelling  at  Kalloa  at  midnight,  and  carried  off  a 
lot  of  property,  wounding  the  owner  of  the  house. 
The  robberies  in  Tirhoot^  Ghumpdrun^  and  other 
TVrflf^  districts,  have,  decidedly,  indications  of  being 
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the  deed  of  practised  dacoits.  Badhncks  are 
declared  to  be  keeping  quiet — but  we  know  that 
many  of  them  have  habitation  along  that  border 
{vide  p,  356,  vol.  i.)  Other  plunderers  infesting  the 
same  direction,  are  Dosadhs^  Owdlasy  and  Aheers. 
The  two  latter  classes  are  ostensibly  herdsmen, 
but  who,  and  Dosddhs  also,  often  take  service  in 
our  ranks,  and  make  good  soldiers  too. 

26th  June. — My  work  is  interesting  and  I  always 
Office.  take  pleasure  in  it.  The  advantage  of  the  office 
is  its  independence,  range,  and  the  ever  varying 
incidents  of  it.  Well  has  "  Competition  Wallah  " 
observed  in  his  ^^  Letters,"  that  it  was  impossible 
for  an  Indian  official  to  have  any  misgivings  as  to 
the  importance  of  his  work. — "  Zeal  is  the  charac- 
teristic of  the  grand  service  and  unquestionably 
pervades  all  its  members." — We  all  are  impelled 
with  a  like  desire — each  one  to  do,  as  all  hope, 
some  good  in  his  day  and  in  his  generation.  It 
may  be  a  sign  of  too  much  complacency,  but — 
honi  soit.  I  take  it  to  be  the  soul  of  a  sense  of 
responsibility,  to  know  more  of  your  work  than 
anyone  else,  and  to  be  able  so  to  answer  respect- 
ing it  as  no  other  can,  or  perhaps — can  gainsay. 
The  peculiarity  of  the  special  duty  is-^as  in  all  re- 
searches into  hidden  ways — that  the  more  you  ex- 
plore, the  more  comes  to  light ;  and,  as  of  course, 
that  nobody  can  be  the  wiser  if  nothing  should 
— suppose  of  it  whatever  he  may. 

I  hjive  now  to  show,  in  my  forwarding  Report  of 
Dacoitie  Statements  for  the  past  three  years,  the 
work,  little  or  much,   that  has  been  done  by  the 
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local  police  in  the  suppression  of  the  evil — no 
enviable  task ;  to  go  on  with  the  preparation  of 
the  similar  returns  of  Thuggee  by  means  of  poison  ; 
to  finally  formulate  a  reply  to  the  objections  lately 
raised  to  our  demand  for  the  extradition,  when  we 
should  require  it,  of  prisoners  in  custody  in  Native 
States  {vide  p.  114 ;)  and  to  put  together  matter 
for  a  report  oti  the  condition  of  Shekawdtie^ — in 
addition  to  the  constantly  recurring  investigations 
that  centre  in  my  office,  the  control  and  direction 
of  our  general  proceedings  in  every  direction,  and 
the  numerous  questions  that  arise  therefrom.  I  do 
not  dislike  the  duty,  difficult  and  perplexing  though 
it  sometimes  is. 

27th  June. — Some  rogues  have  lately  been  dis- 
covered going  about  "  uttering "  counterfeit 
moneys.  These  people,  variously  called  CMopo-Mo^y 
hwnd^  Khoot'soorrya,  Kulh'sdzee^  etc.,  not  only  pass  ^<*^'^«"- 
off,  but  are  themselves  the  coiners  of  base  moneys, 
as  their  names  signify ,•  and  are  very  clever  in 
the  manufacture  thereof.  Several  of  them  were 
arrested  by  myself  when  Thuggee  officer  for  the 
Bombay  circle,  and  my  Reports  describing  their 
habits  were  printed  and  circulated  by  the  Bombay 
Government  {vide  Bombay  Police  Selections,  1858.) 
These  swindlers,  and  sometimes  ruffians,  generally 
travel  about  in  the  garb  of  religious  mendicants, 
and  are  dexterous  in  passing  off  their  spurious 
coinage  by  sleight  of  hand.     I  had  it  tried  upon 

*  Ghh4pa-band — Stamp  maker. 
Kboot-soorrya — False  moulders.  t 

Kalb-s4zee — Base  die  fabricator. 

VOL.   II.  K 
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myself,  and  I  failed  to  detect  the  imposture.     They 
form  a  professional  class,  and  may  be  met  with 
HeVhod.   in  the  most  distant  regions.     The   method  they 
adopt  is  very  simple.     The  moulds  used,  of  which 
several  were  made  in  my   presence,    are  formed 
from   unslaked  lime  and   a  kind   of  yellow  clay 
variously   called    ^peela  mutteej    gdra^   shedoo^  etc. 
finely  pounded  and  sifted.     This,  when  moistened 
and  well  worked  up  into  a  putty,  is  pressed  round 
about  the  piece  of  money  to  be  imitated ;  the  monld 
thus  rudely  formed,  is  then    pared  all  round  of 
superfluous    stuff,    and    is    placed    within    some 
charcoal  embers  till  it  gets  baked.     It  is  then  taken 
out,  and  when  cooled  enough,  its  rim  is  carefully 
incised  all  round  and  the  enclosed  coin  released, 
leaving  an   exact  impression  of   both  faces  of  it 
within  the  hardened  amalgam.     The  two  parts  are 
next  joined  together  with   an  adhesive  stuff,  and 
molten  tin  poured  into  the  hollow  interior  of  the 
mould  thus  formed,  through  a  small  aperture  deftly 
drilled  through   the  rim,   which  when  sufficiently 
cooled  is  taken  out,  when,  lo  !  the  thing  is  done — 
the  false  money  ready  to  hand — it  only  remaining 
to  smooth  away  the  metal  protruding  through  the 
drilled  hole,  and  to  rub  the  piece  over  with  dirt  or 
other  colouring  substance,  whereby  to  give  it  the 
appearance  of  being  oh]  enough  money ;  but  as  the 
rim  of  the  "  Company  rupee  "  cannot,  from  its  being 
milled  or  grained,  be  readily  imitated  by  so  rude  a 
coiitriviince,   money   coined    in    our    Government 
mints  is  not  generally  used,  but  native  currency 
])reforal)ly.     Nor  are  the  moulds  usable  more  than 
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when  examined  by  myself;  but  while  one  con- 
fessed to  it  circumstantially,  with  the  complicity, 
he  declared,  of  three  others  including  the  other  two, 
the  latter  denied  the  imputation  ;  and  yet  each 
charged  his  companions  with  it  to  his  certain 
knowledge  !  The  deed  was  a  very  atrocious  one. 
The  murderers  enticed  their  victim  away  from  his 
booth  in  the  fair,  by  showing  him  a  supposed  gold 
necklace  of  the  heavy  sort,  but  which  in  fact  was 
of  gilded  brass.  They  told  him  that  if  he  would 
meet  them  at  nightfall  at  the  river-bank  hard  by, 
provided  with  the  means  to  purchase  that  and  some 
other  articles  obtained  by  themj  they  whispered,  by 
robbery y  he  might  make  a  good  bargain.  The  man 
yielded  to  the  temptation,  and  repaired  to  the 
appointed  spot.  They  presently  fell  upon  him, 
threw  him  on  the  ground,  and  held  him  down.  He 
entreated  to  be  spared.  No  chance  of  that.  "With 
a  huge  stone  they  shattered  his  head.  Then 
appropriating  his  handkerchief  or  nnMnal^  and  the 
money  he  had  brought  with  him,  they  lifted  the 
corpse  to  the  water's  edge,  fastened  the  same 
ponderous  stone  to  it,  and  flung  it  into  the  river 
in  deep  water.  The  body  was  not  recovered, 
thoui^rh  the  man  was  missed.  There  was  therefore 
no  successful  prosecution  of  the  case, 
state  of  Their  general  inability  to  imitate  money  coined 
a^raiusr  in  British  mints,  served  these  swindlers  a  turn ; 
yVuey  f^r  the  law  against  uttering  counterfeit  money 
Coiuera.  required  that  the  money  so  uttered,  should  be  coun- 
terfeit of  the  coin  of  the  realm,  which  the  money 
passed  off    by  them   wjis   not  :    hence,    generally, 
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iheir  immunity  from  pmiishment,  except  they  could 
)e  sent  up  for  trial  on  charges  of  conspiracy  to 
lefraud.  But  even  this  alternative  presented  the 
liflElculty,  that  when  the  facts  were  proved,  as  they 
isually  were,  they  generally  constituted  robbery 
md  not  conspiracy. 

The  clever  rogues  exist,  as  I  have  said,  through- 
out India,  and  although  varying  in  castes,  their 
node  of  coining  is  much  the  same  everywhere.  In 
bhe  Punjab,  I  found  the  crime  to  prevail  so  much, 
and  even  the  Government  rupee  to  be  there  imi- 
tated, that  it  was  astonishing  to  observe  how  much 
the  money  in  circulation  was  mutilated  in  view  to 
test  its  genuineness.      Nor  did  they  confine  their  Thejcoia 

•'  .  and  pasB 

operations  to  current  comage  only;    for  in  that  off  Paise 
province,  the  practised  knaves  were  in  the  habit  coins, 
of  even  imitating  Bactrian  and  other  ancient  coins 
found  in  those  regions,  cleverly  passing  them  off 
as  real,  upon  even  the  most  learned  of  collectors  of 
such  curios.     When  I  was  on  service  in  Persia  (on 
Sir  James  Outram's  personal  staff,)  a  proclamation 
issued  from  Tehran,  was  circulated  among  Persian 
subjects  in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  camps,  warning  J^^f^. 
them  to  be  guarded  against  the  payments  to  them  i^^J  o^' 
tendered  by  us  who  vaunted  to  pay  so  handsomely  Pergia. 
for   our  purchases,  our  money  being  counterfeit, 
specimens  of  which,  it  declared,  had  been  sent  up  to 
the  Shah  for  inspection.     Some  of  the  sharpers 
had   probably   come   up   from   India  among   our 
camp  followers,  and  found  opportunity  to  coin  and 
pass  off  false  Persian  money  to  the  country  people 
thronging  our    camp    bazaars   with  supplies.      I 
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brought  to  notice,  too,  a  paragraph  in  a  London 
newspaper  of  the  time,  purporting  to  be  informa- 
tion transmitted  to  St.  Petersburg  by  the  Eussian 
Minister  at  the  Persian  capital,  stating  that  a  large 
quantity  of  false  foreign  money  had  lately  been 
conveyed  across  the  frontier,  coined  in  India  by  the 
employes  of  the  British  Government !     All  this  in- 
formation,  acquired   and   brought  to  notice  as  it 
was  so  long  back,  cannot,  I  fear,  have  been  pro- 
mulgated  up   here,  or   it   is  unremembered.    To 
say  nothing  of   congeners  such  as  Bhdr  robbers, 
systematized  Sunnowreahs.  and  the  Padshdh-i-Chor 
or  imperial  thief,  of  whom  and  hoc  genus  omney  fuD 
information  and  publicity  have  from  time  to  time 
been  sent  out  by  our  department. 
Dine  at         28th  Jiiiie. — We  had  the  honour  of  dining  last 
Anecdote  night  at  Peterhoff  in  our  turn.     For  everyone  on 
En^rl^to^  the   Government  House  List  is  thus  distinguished 
Govern-    j^y  j-Qster  ;  the  exceptions  are  seldom,  as  on  an  oc- 
House.      casion,  a  time   back,   of  the  wife  of  a  colonel  ^^^ 
receiving  any  imitation,    the  latter  inquired  the 
cause  ;  the  aide-de-camp   from   whom  had  issued 
the  invitation  cards  replied,  "  he  had  not  received 

His  Excellencv's  command  to  invite  Mrs. ♦" 

whereupon    the    indignant   husband    showed   that 

Mrs. had  been  received   at  Her  Majesty's 

drawing  room,  and  soon  the  amende  followed,  and 
the  oversvjht  gracefully  acknowledged. 
Sir  John        Sir  Johu  ou  these  conventional  occasions,  which 
wrence.  j^^  .^  ^^^j j  very  uiuch  to  dislike,  may  generally  be 

seen  after   the  dinner,   leaning  an    elbow  on  the 
marble    mantlepiece    of    the    withdrawing    room. 


-irr  ?    -r_   -    -:i 


Li.' 


V  i.r    '.  .J^ ."  ~     -— ""*     "   —  _ 
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spectfully  declined.  The  offer  was  in  a  maD 
graceful  acknowledgment  of  an  undue  has 
accepting  his  resignation  on  the  part  of  the 
military  authorities.  Restoration  would 
appeased  the  offended  soldier.  He  was  a 
strict  disciplinarian,  as  I  am  able  to  say  wh( 
served  under  his  command  in  the  Scinde  Irre 
Horse,  and  was  considered  to  hold  too  taut  a 
over  his  Hussars.  "  Toint  de  zele  would  have  s 
him  better,"  was  the  observation  to  me  to-( 

Sir ,  who   knew  him   in    another 

mand ;  but  my  friend  would  rather  have  died 
forego  the  guiding  principle  of  his  career,  that" 
hour  of  his  life  belonged  to  the  service  of 
Majesty  and  for  its  good"  Traiiseat  in  exemj 
^7  At  evenincf  to-day  we  attended  Lady  La  wr 

kwrenoe  .  "^ 

it         "  at  home  " — where  all  Simlah  was  present 
ladies  at  their  best,  beautifully  apparelled  ii 
fections  direct  from  Paris,  or  sent  out  by  the 
milliners    of   Conduit   Street   or  Piccadilly ; 

subalterns'   wives    as    well   dressed  as  an  v. 

• 

why  not?     All  are  rank  and  file  in   that  re 
there   are    no    distinctive   badges   among    \ 
except,    alas  !    in  precedence  to  the  dinner- 
re-         There^  conservatism  is  maintained  to  the  bitte 

jdence.    j  remember  little  Mrs.  F faintin^r  at  beh< 

a  lady  of  junior  (husband)  rank^  being  tal 
table  before  herself — the  distance  to  it,  throu^ 
folding  doors,  being  no  more  than  three  pac< 
If  it  were  a  question  who  should  bear  aw; 
palm  of  the  many  who  graced  the  assemb 
night,    it   would    be    accorded    by    acclamat 
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think,  to   the  strikingly   handsome    Miss  M 

D .     Let  him  win  there  who  can  ! 

T^thJune. — ^A  letter  to-day  from  a  brother  atP®"^^^*^ 
kome,  announcing  the  death  of  a  dear  old  relative, 
revives  many  recollections  of  a  farm  and  an  old 
country  house  in  Wiltshire  in  days  long  gone  by, 
where  we  leamt  how  to  shear  and  pasture  sheep, 
plough  and  sow  com,  make  bread,  brew,  shoot  and 
ride,  and  were  always  happy  and  joyous,  in  seed- 
time or  in  harvest.     Seventy-five,  and  remember- 
ing us  all  too,  to  the  last  !     I  wonder  if  there  is 
tnyone  alive  now  who  cares  to  call  to  mind  the 
youthful  Christina  Douglas^  playing  upon  the  harp 
*nd  singing  Moore's  melodies  (then  a  rage,)  before 
admiring  assemblies  in  the  brilliant  saloons  of  Nos. 
—  and  —  Berkeley  Square,  where  many  known  to 
^e  would  gather  to  behold  and  to  listen  1     It     . 
^^  she  who  on  the  very  early  death  of  our  more 
heautiful   sister,   her  loved   and  slightly  younger 
oiece  and  companion,  sought  solitude  and  peace  in 
^t  distant  farm-house  and  eventually  married  the 
?^^man  there,  who   mourning,  ever   held  her 
Daemory  enshrined  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  and  has 
^W  at  length  followed,  to  lie  beside  her  in  her  own 
silent  resting-place  in  that  peaceful  acre  down  in 
the  vale  where  stands  the  local  village  church,  the 
attention  of  passengers  to  the  "  little  "  and  "  big  " 
t^o  steeples  of  which — koochuk  and  buzoorg^  as  we 
would  describe  them  here  in  India  —  would  always 
*^  directed  by  the  drivers  of  the  old  Bath  and 
Bristol  Mail  coaches   running   by  from    London. 
^®  Were  boys  then,  wont  to  come  down  there  for 
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holidays  from   Johnstone's  big  school  at  Hamp- 
stead.*     The  mail  coach  driver's  legend  went,  that 
the  simple  village  folk  of  Bishop's  Cannings,  not 
content   at   beholding   the   then   recently  erected 
church  of  the  neighbouring  town,  being  provided 
with    tiro  spires,  while   their  own    more  ancient 
edifice  should  have  only  o?ie,  and  desirous  to  emu- 
late it,  had  the  present  diminutive  steeple  there  in 
view,   reared  at   the   tower   comer  of  their  ot^ti 
place  of  worship,  in  the  hope  that,  hy  manuring,  it 
would  be  persuaded  to  grow  to  the  same  height  as 
the   other   one,    and   thus  discomfit   the   men  of 
Devizes ! 

30th  JtinCy  Sunday f  Simlah. — The  morning  ser* 
vice  at  church  to-day  lasted  no  longer  than  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  including  the  sermon,  though 
not  the  second  service. 
Rimiah  Ist  Juhj. — Dinner  parties  are  now  frequent — and 

PartiVa.  vcrv  plcasQut  they  are — good  and  sprightly  com- 
pany, well-spread  tables,  unrivalled  cHi^i)i€,  the 
choicest  wines — no  Sybarites  could  fare  better  than 
the  diners-out  of  "  Simlah  in  full  season."  It  is 
Mnifh  remarkable  what  excellent  cooks  the  J/tfy/.s-, brought 
CookB.  ^p  j^^.j,^  from  Calcutta,  are  ;  equal  to  the  best  of 
rln'fs  if  left  to  themselves  and  well  provided,  and 
keeping  sober  for  the  day,  albeit  of  a  race  who 

9  P.R. — The  late  famous  Serjeant  Ballantyne  and  his  two 
brothers  were  our  schoolfellows  at  this  place;  as  were  al>o  Mr. 
Charles  Collotte  r.f  Lincoln's  Inn  FieMs,  famed  as  a  **  conveyancer/' 
and  hi^elderhrother  the  late  Colonel  Henry  Collette  of  H.M.'s>6S:h. 
The  "  Serjeant  "  was  the  eldest  of  the  three  at  Johnstone's  scIrvJ. 
The  se<ond  we  use<l  to  call  "  Prince  Ix^ng-nose  *' ;  the  third,  their 
txceUent  mother's  i^et,  was  the  "ugly  duck." 
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iormerly  were  pirates  on  the  rivers  and  coasts  of 
Bengal,  and  who  still  are  great  blackguards  down 
at  Calcutta  and  mostly  drunkards.  They  are  also 
excellent  confectioners,  and  a  good  Miigh  cooky  such 
as  come  up  to  Simlah  in  the  service  of  the  high 
officials  in  the  Governor-General's  train,  can 
always  command  good  pay — from  thirty  rupees  to 
seventy-five  and  even  one  himdred  a  month.  As 
to  the  wines,  a  wine  merchant  of  Old  Burlington  winei. 
Street,  with  whom  I  am  in  the  habit  of  dealing, 
informed  me  that  the  choicest  were  sent  out,  Indian 
customers  being  always  "  such  excellent  pay- 
niasters  "  ! 

2n(i  July. — It  had  been  brought  by  me  to  notice 
some  time  back  (vide  Journal  for  1862,)  that  in 
some  of  the  poisoning  cases  of  then  recent  occur- 
rence, there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  poisoners 
^ere  returned  emigrants  from  our  ocean    settle-  Returned 
ments,  who  had  either  learnt  the  practice  there  or  ^°°»K»'^<i" 
had  acquired  it  prior  to  emigration,  and  had  now  PoiBonere. 
reverted   to  the  crime  on  their  coming  back  to 
India.     It  was  subsequently  ascertained  by  us,  from 
some  confessions,  notably  of  one  Bishendyaly  that 
the  perpetrators  were  indeed  of  the  latter  category, 
who  had  sought  refuge  in  our   island  colonies  as 
coolies,   from    apprehension    of    arrest    for    like 
offences  already  committed  in  India.     There  was 
:.oo  great  alacrity  on  the  part  of  emigration  agents 
it  Calcutta,  as  I  informed   my  good  friend  Mr. 
Jeffrey  of  Demerara,  in  engaging  coolies  at  random 
for  shipment  to  the  colonies.     It  would  now  seem, 
Erom  a   consideration   of   some  subsequent   cases 
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■ 

about  to  be  embodied  in  the  statements  under  pre- 
paration, of  the  crime  of  thuggee  by  means  of 
poison  of  occurrence  during  the  past  three  years, 
that  there  has  been  some  revival  of  the  practice 
if  it  had  ever  been  abandoned.  The  detected 
instances  were  three,  viz. : — 

A  Cam  %t      (I)  In  Beuares  a  man  was  found  lying  in  a  state 
of  unconsciousness  near  the  river-bank.     On  his 
coming  round  some  hours  subsequently,  he  stated 
that  he  was  travelling  up  from  Bengal,  and  when 
he  had  reached  a  certain  serai  or  inn,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Benares,  he  was  joined  by  a  man  of 
the  Aheer  caste,  who  proposed  to  journey  with  him 
"  as  they  both  were  bound  in  the  same  direction. 
The  two  crossed  the  Ganges  together  by  the  bridge 
of  boats,  and  then  rested  on  the  opposite  bank. 
Here    the  first   wayfarer   requested   the  other  to 
j)urchase  some  siittoo  or  prepared  spiced  meal,  from 
the  stalls  there  congregated.     He  came  back  with 
some  tied  up  in  two  lots,  of  which  he  gave  one  to 
the  traveller,  and  himself  ate  of  the  other.     Find- 
ing it  had  a  bitter  taste,  the  man  asked  the  Ahaf 
where  he  could  have  "  got  such   stuff  from,"  and 
threw  what  was  left  of  it  into  the  river.     He  soon 
began,  however,  to  feel  the  effects  of  what  he  had 
eiitiiu,f(>r  the  fiiittoo  had  been  drtnjfjed.     Led  by  the 
other  man  along  the  river  side,  he  was  next  robbed 
by  him  and  then  left  in  a  state  of  insensibility  close 
to  the  edge  of  a  field  of  growing  corn. 

tnthl^^        (-)  Al)out  a  fortnight  later,  a  man,  journeying 

from  Allahabad,  was  found  in  another  part  of  the 

xi.  Benares  district,  lying  in  a  state  of  partial  insen- 
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ibility  by  the  side  of  a  tank.     He  was  just  able 
0  say  that  he  had  met  a  man  some  little  distance 
)ack,  also  calling  himself  an  Aheer^  at  whose  hands 
le  had  partaken  of  some  suttoOj  and  that,  becoming 
iizzy,  he  was  resting  a  little,  the  stranger  having 
gone  on  ahead.     The  pseudo  Aheer  was  presently 
perceived  coming  back  in  that  direction,  who  on 
being  arrested  and  claimed  by  the  other  as  his 
travelling  companion,  declared  he  was  but  a  Pdssee 
(a  low  Hindoo  caste  inhabiting  those  higher  dis- 
tricts and  much  in  the  habit  of  poisoning  people  in 
yiewto  robbery,)  and  his  name  Sheodeen.     Recog- 
irized  also  by  the  victim  in  the  preceding  case,  and 
some  of  the  articles  robbed  on  that  previous  occa- 
sion found  in  his  possession,  he  acknowledged  his 
guilt,  said  that  he  was,  when  taken  into  custody, 
I'etuming  to   see  whether   the  man  had  become 

• 

^sensible  enougli  to  be  safely  robbed;  detailed 
other  similar  cases  of  which  he  had  been  guilty, 
and  stated  that  he  was  taught  how  to  commit  this 
kind  of  crime  by  one  Bishendyal.  Now  "  Sheodeen 
Passee  "  was  found  in  our  rolls  of  registered  thug 
poisoners  at  large,  and  the  man  "  Bishendyal,"  a 
returned  emigrant  from  the  Mauritius  (vide  p.  139,) 
had,  on  conviction  of  several  acts  of  this  crime — 
me  being  the  murder  of  his  brother  by  administer- 
ng  dhatura  mixed  up  in  his  bread — been  hanged 
it  Benares  ^  {vide  Journal  for  1862.) 

'  Extract  from  the  confession  of  Bishendyal :  '*  I  have  been  in 
he  habit  of  administering  dhatura  in  bread  or  other  food  for 
hree  or  four  years.  I  learnt  how  to  do  so  a/  the  Mauritius,  where 
!  woriLed  as  a  coolie  for  fourteen  years.  While  on  that  island  I 
ran  myself  poisoned  by  a  Mahomedan  coolie,  and  robbe<l  by  him 
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^S^  (^)  ^^®  third  was  decidedly  an  instance 
^^^8h£  grants  poisoning  their  companions  when  r 
^i6M7.  to  India,  and  robbing  them  of  their  ei 
Having  carried  the  crime  to  the  colonies  ai 
tised  it  there,  the  miscreants,  on  coming  ; 
India,  reverted  to  the  same  means  for  treacl 
depriving  their  fellow-labonrers  of  the 
they  had  effected  during  the  exile,  of  wh 
following  was  an  example  : — 

A  man  was  travelling  to  his  home  at  She 
on  his  return  from  eighteen  years  of  coolie  h 
Trinidad.  He  fell  in  with  two  others  a! 
returned  to  India  from  the  Mauritius. '  Th 
travelled  together ;  all  went  well  for  that  i 
next  day ;  and  at  dawn  the  day  after,  th* 
again  set  out  on  tiieir  journey.  It  was  th 
the  opportunity  was  found  by  the  two  last 
for  drugging  the  other,  and  after  thev  h; 
ceeded  a  little  way,  for  robbing  him.  He 
totally  insensible  and  went  about  in  that  cc 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  On  rec 
his  senses  at  length,  he  became  aware  that 
alone  and  had  wandered  quite  eighteen  mile^ 
in  an  opposite  direction  from  their  8tartin<j-jw 
momin^i  and  discovered   too,  that   he   ha 

of  my  TDoney  and  all  my  things.  But  I  afterwards  stol< 
hiB  clothes ;  and  wrapped  up  amon^  them  I  discovt 
dhaiura  potrder.  I  gave  some  of  it,  mixed  up  in  meal,  I 
experiment^  to  one  of  my  fellow-coolies  who  had  come 
self  to  the  island.  He  became  insensible ;  and  becon 
aware  of  the  effects  of  dhatoora,  I  gave  it  in  the  same  way 
For  I  knew  other  persons  who  also  did  so,  and  I  am  abl 
them  apprehended."  Memo. — P.S. — ^The  man  Sheode 
was  tried,  and  on  conviction  sentenced  to  ten  years'  impi 
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robbed   of   his  entire   hard  earnings  of  the  past 
eighteen  years — 124  English  sovereigns  and  990 
rupees  in  Bank  of  Bengal  notes,  besides  personal 
clothes  and  sundry  ornaments.     The  two  culprits 
were  traced  and  arrested  about  ten  days  later,  and 
in  their  possession  were  found  110  sovereigns,  the 
bank  notes   for   990   rupees,  and   the   plundered 
clothes  and  ornaments.     But  before  the  case  could 
be  completed  ihe  complainunt  died  of  cholera.     The 
arraigned  parties  were,  however,  successfully  tried 
under  a  section  of  the  Indian  Penal  Code  that  met 
the  case,  although  not  in  the  degree  of  the  punish- 
ment they  deserved,  their  sentence  being  no  more 
than  ten  years'  imprisonment,  whereas  if  the  crime 
liad  been  committed  in  any  of  the  three  Presidency 
towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras,  or  Bombay,  they  would, 
^der  operation  of   another  more  stringent  law 
(Act  XXIX.    of  1850,)  have   probably  been  sen-  Proposal 
fenced  to  transportation  for  life.     I  have  frequently  the  Law* 
^ged  upon    the  attention  of   the  Government  of  g^yp^^.^^. 
India,  how   very  desirable   it  was,  for  the   more  S^P  °^ 

»  Poisoners. 

effectual  suppression  of  this  deadly  crime,  to  extend 
the  territorial  scope  of  that  wholesome  and  very 
Necessary  Act  to  a  law /or  all  Indian  for  its  opera-  •  videjt. 
tion  is  confined,  strangely,  to  the  limits  only  of  the  ^^'  ^'*^' '' 
"^^  Presidency  towns  indicated.*     We  are,  more-  Extreme 

.  .  Sentences 

"^er,  in     our    proceedings    against    professional  afford 
^minals,  unable  to  obtain  any  very  reliable  set  of  provers. 
approvers   from  among  them  when  our  choice  is  sentenced 
'^•trieted  to  only  limited  sentenced  men  among  those  JJ^if-™*^^ 
Evicted.     The  man  sentenced  to  death  or  trans-  Cerent  Ap. 

Aama     •  proyers. 

Potation  for  life  (from  execution    whereof  he  is 


i   4 
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snatched  through  approvership  with  us)  has  every- 
thing to  be  afraid  of  should  he  forfeit  his  condi- 
tional pardon  ;  while  he  who  has  been  sentenced  to 
anything  short  of  those  awards,  has  no  more  to  fear 
on  forfeiture  of  approvership,  than  the  prospect  of 
reverting  to  his  original  limited  sentence,  on  the 
expiration  of  which,  too,  he  can  claim  his  liberation. 
The  latter  class  of  men  plainly  make  bad  or,  at 
best,  but  indifferent  approvers. 

3rd  July. — We   gave    our   second   little  dinner 
party  last  night,  and  among  our  guests   was  my 
late  travelling  companion  up  the  hill  to  Simlah, 
Captain  Noel  Money,  who  commanded  the  escalad- 
ing  party  at  the  storming  of  Delhi  in    1857,  a 
dashing  officer.     His  promotion  has  been  slow.' 
Part  ^  d  la      J^i^^^r  was  scrvcd  a  la  Russe^  a  lately  introduced 
RuAse.       fashion  now  beginning  to  be  followed  at  Simlah 
with  more  or  less  exactness.     A  la  rigueur  the  plan 
is,  to  let  the  table  linen,  Avith  the  laid-out  dessert 
and  decorations  upon  it,   remain   to  the  end,  the 
guests  being  served  with  viands  from  a  side  table 
or  the  side-board,  the  Khansamdn  or  butler  being 
entrusted   with   the   carving   thereof,  a    task  be 
generally  accomplishes  very  well,  though  not  with 
the  favour  or  partiality  in  the  matter  of  fit-hi^'^^ 
hosts    and    others    would     perhaps     occasionally 
observe   under    the    time-honoured     practice   of 
carving  the  dishes  at  table.     But  for  my  own  part, 

'  P.S.  1889. — Tliis  fine  oflficer  had  again  an  opportunity  of 
ilistin^'uisliinj;  himself,  and,  as  Colonel  Money,  commanded  * 
brigade,  or  headed  an  important  command,  in  the  Afghan  War. 
He  lately  died,  after  admission  to  the  Order  of  the  Bath  as'*  Coni- 
pan  ion.** 
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I  adhere  to  the  good  old  custom  of  having  the 
cloth  removed  at  the   termination  of  the   dinner 
courses,  thus  revealing  the  glossy  mafiogany  at 
which  we  have  been   seated,  and  to    behold  its 
polished  surface  mirroring  the  dessert,  decanters, 
and  glass,  brought  on  to  it  as  of  old  time,  when 
dining-tables  were  of  real  oak  or  mahogany,  and 
not  merely  deal  boards^  concealed  however  much 
they  may  be  with  fine  and  costly  linen — ^for  by  the 
new  fashion  it  has  indeed  come  to  this  !     Our  way 
is,  to  strew  the  dinner-cloth  with  maiden-hair  fern 
picked  the  same  afternoon  from  the  Jako  hill-sides 
and  pleasantly  arranged  in  various  formations  by 
onr  native  servants,  in  designing  which  they  dis- 
play much  taste,  pure  white  statuettes  standing 
out  from  the  fern,  little  vases  adorned  with  roses 
and  other  flowers  from  the  garden  loosely  placed 
about,  and  small  open-work  silver  trays  here  and 
there,  completing  the   decorations,   hanging  Ar- 
gands  shedding  light  from  above,  and  shaded  candles 
from  the  walls — no  lights  anywhere  upon  the  table 
itself.    Dinner  over,  the  ornaments    are  quickly 
Amoved  and  the  cloth  twirled  up  and  swiftly  slid 
away  by  a  single  successful  jerk  along  the  entire 
*^^gth  of  the  table,  a  feat  cleverly  accomplished 
*ftor  the    manner    prevailing    at    mess    tables. 
Candelabra    are    next  brought   on,    and    dessert 
^'i^ged  from  a  table  where  it  had  already  been 
'^d  out,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  table  a  large 
^ase  is  placed,    filled   solely  with  glorious   wild 
mountain  flowers  and    leaves,   in   gathering  and 
arranging    which  the   servant   employed  is  both 

VOL.   II.  L 
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clever  and  artistic,  this  floral  contributi 
generally  forming  the  feature  of  a  Simlah  dinn- 
table.  The  servants  then  retire,  and  the  wine 
passed  round.  It  happened  that  several  mar 
articles  ordered  by  me  at  the  quarries  at  Mekra 
{vide  p.  104,  vol.  i.,)  had  lately  been  brought  up 
Simlah  and  safely  delivered,  not  a  flaw  or  a  era 
in  any  of  them,  although  conveyed  in  the  rudest 
coimtry  carts  in  use  in  that  wild  and  distant  regi( 
and  among  them  was  a  very  large  table  slab  of  t 
purest  white  marble.  This  placed  upon  a  fitti 
stand  at  one  end  of  the  capacious  dining-roo 
with  dessert  and  all  its  appurtenances  tastefu 
arrayed  upon  it  in  the  exact  order  they  i 
eventually  to  be  disposed  upon  the  dining-tab 
adds  a  pleasing  effect  to  the  general  appearar 
of  the  room.  As  to  the  rest,  we  do  very  much 
India  as  is  done  at  home.  All  retire  to  t 
drawing-room  for  coffee,  followed  by  music  a 
singing,  or  making  out  words  from  ivory  lett( 
promiscuously  jumbled  together,  or  to  look  throu 
portfolios  of  engravings  and  pictures,  and  illi 
trated  books,  and  sometimes  playing  wo 
charades  and  such  like,  till  at  length  Janpansii 
called  for,  in  which  the  ladies  are  conveyed  awi 
accompanied  or  not  by  gentlemen  afoot  or 
horseback,  and  by  syces  or  chuprasees  beari 
lighted  lanterns  ;  then  all  to  bed  to  rise  betiii 
— the  native  quarter  being  huslied  long  a 
and  the  majestic  mountains  and  deep  wood 
glens  shrouded  in  the  gloom  and  silence 
solemn  night,   the  spangled  firmament  beyon^l 
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beyond    and    ever    beyond — inspiring    awe    and 
adoration. 

4tt  JttZy. — ^My  mind  is  wholly  taken  up  with 
these  cases  of  poisoning  which  I  am  engaged  in 
examining.  Yesterday  I  went  through  several 
bad  enough  instances  of  the  crime,  and  to-day  the 
horror  has  been  repeated.  I  have  long  laboured 
to  arouse  sufficient  attention  to  the  heinousness  of 
the  horrible  evil  now  become  an  opprobrium — ^to 
its  dark  and  diabolical  character  !  It  should  seem 
that  because  the  public  mind  had  been  sufficiently 
horrified  with  the  accounts  by  which  it  was  first 
startled,  of  the  deeds  of  those  Thugs  who  strangled 
their  victims,  it  has  become  dulled  by  the  surfeit, 
to  the  reception  of  anything,  the  deed  although  of 
similar  criminals,  milder  in  mode  of  accomplish- 
ment, and  less  tragical  in  the  narration  !  The 
cup  of  horrors  having  been  once  so  full  to  the 
brim,  it  can  sip  at  nothing  not  so  brimful.  Arta- 
xerxes  may  have  been  cruelly  poisoned,  but  was 
^ot  Gsesar  treacherously  poignarded  ?  So  would 
rt  be  argued  !  But  to  bring  the  matter  nearer 
home  and  draw  the  parallel  closer,  let  us  put  it 
^e  other  way  : — If  the  victims  of  Bush  were 
barbarously  murdered,  were  Cooke  and  the  other 
poisoned  dupes  of  the  man  Palmer^  any  the  less 
^thlessly  Mlled  ?  These  reflections  bring  me  back 
^  examples  of  my  earliest  official  acquaintance 
^th  this,  so  regarded,  lesser  or  less  heinous  mode 
0'  committing  Thuggee.  I  observed  a  few  days 
back  {vide  page  119,)  that  there  was  an  unwilling- 
^^8  on  the  part  of  the  victims  who  have  recovered 

L  2 
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their  senses,  to  give  evidence  against  the  culpr 
This  is  especially  the  case  in  the  instance 
females.  They  have  been  returning  home  fr 
some  market  town,  or  proceeding  upon  some  v 
when  met  and  accosted  by  the  prisoners, 
suffering  whom  to  acconapany  them  they  hi 
easily  been  deluded  into  partaking  of  tli 
"  sweetmeats,"  or  of  their  spiced  suttoo^  or  i 
offerings,  and  on  returning  to  consciousness  01 
have  become  aware  of  the  delusion  and  th 
robbery.  They  will  hurry  home,  and  for  obvi< 
reasons  remain  profoundly  silent  on  the  subj( 
and  seldom  be  prevailed  upon  to  speak,  much  1 
give  information  of  the  mishap,  for  fear  of  wl 
L  die-  might  be  attributed  to  them  !  A  brother  i 
sister  were  returning  from  a  visit  to  a  relative 
a  distant  village.  By  the  way,  they  were  addres 
by  a  wayfarer  resting  under  the  shade  of  a  ti 
who  presently  requested  to  be  allowed  to  accc 
pany  them  ''as  he  too  was  going  in  the  sa 
direction."  All  taking  shelter  from  the  heat 
mid-day  at  a  running  stream,  under  the  shade 
some  tamarind  trees,  the  stranger  produced  sc 
sweet  stuff,  which  he  declared  had  formed  part 
an  offering  to  the  local  idol,  to  partake  of  wh 
being  productive  of  good,  "  would  they  not  ace 
some  of  it — it  would  give  relish  to  the  parol 
rice  they  were  eating."  This  was  kind  of  him,  J 
they  took  and  ate  some  of  the  proffered  thi 
Then  the  three  proceeded  on  their  jourJa 
Where  she  had  strayed  to  the  woman  "did 
know,"  for  both  she  and  her  brother  had  wande 


reuing 


1 50  Some  Records  of  Crinte. 

by  a  well  to  refresh  and  eat  bread.     The  stranger 
hereupon  offered  them  some  sweetmeat,  "  seeming 
to  be  sugar,"  which  they  accepted  and  partook  of, 
and  presently  they  went  on  together.     But  soon 
the  first  two  began  to  get  giddy  and  to  stagger 
about  as  though  intoxicated.     One  of  the  two,  on 
coming  to  his   senses   the  following  day,  found 
himself  alone,  and  robbed  of  all  he  had  possessed. 
All  he  remembered  was  the   stranger  throwing 
him  down,  and   disengaging  from   his  person   a 
silver  girdle  he  wore  about  his  waist.     The  road 
lay   along  the   coast,   and  was   intersected  with 
creeks  influenced  by  the  tide.     Floating  in  one 
of  these  a  corpse  was  perceived  by  a  villager  later 
on,  as  it  was  being  carried  out   by   the   ebbing 
stream.     The  missing  man  had  walked  right  on 
into  it  and  was  drowned,  and  his  bodv  taken  out 
to  sea  by  the  receding   waters.     The    Sepoy,  to 
visit    whom    the    journey    had    been    projected, 
briofhtened    at   the   thought   that   tidinsfs    miirht 
yet   be   received   of   his   lost   brother   being  still 
alive.     His  emotion,  and  the  eagerness  with  which 
he  caught  at  the  idea  of  his  having  been  seen  in 
the  creek,   were  painful  to  witness,  as  he  gave 
evidence  before  me  at  the  inquiry — and   the  ^^' 
spair  that  overcame  him  on  being  told  of  the  ini' 
probabilities,  was  most  distressing,  when,  jnelding 
to  the  account,  and  the  little  hope  there  was  to 
build  upon,  he  with  loud  lamentations  exclaimed* 
"  Why  should  he   have  thought  to  come  all  that 
way  to  see  me — me  only — so  unworthy  !'* 

Then  there  was  the  miserable  fate  which  befell 
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a  family  party  in  my  own  neighbourhood.     One^®^^**® 

morning  the  dead  bodies  of  two  small  boys  of  six  befeii  a 

and  ten  years  of  age,  were  discovered  in  a  tank  while 

near  a  village,  and  exposed  near  the  same  spot,  "^      ^' 

were  found  four  other  human  forms,  a  man  and 

three  women,  senseless,  but  still  breathing,  one 

being  the  mother  of  the  two  lads.     "  Restoratives 

having  been  applied  "  (I  quote  from  my  report  of 

it,)  "  sensation  and  memory  slowly  returned,  and 

the  victims  thus  rescued  from  death,  were  able,  by 

degrees,   to  recall   the   circumstances    that    had 

proved  fatal  to  the  children  and  had  well  nigh 

hurried  them  also  to  eternity."     They  had  been 

to  a  neighbouring  fair,  decked  out,   as  may  be 

supposed,   in   their   family   trinkets   and  holiday 

garb,  and   while   there   were   accosted   by  three 

HdhomedanSj  perfect   strangers,  who   ingratiated 

tliemselves  so  much  in  their  confidence,  by  their 

pwfcises  of  the   two   boys,   and  by  their  pleasing 

^ays  and   address,   that  they  were   suffered    to 

escort  them  through  the  crowded  fair,  and  even  to 

Invite  them  to  refection  outside   of  the   village. 

whatever  the  females   of    the   party  may   have 

thought  of  their  offer  to  them  of  money  also,  as 

^^  stated  in  the  local  report,  certain  it  was  that 

•he  whole  party  were  simple  enough  to  accept  the 

^^tation  without  any  suspicion  :  "  They  all  par- 

*^k  of  the  little  feast  prepared  for  them  by  the 

R^Hants — some    rice   and    curry,   and    fruit   and 

■weetmeats."     The  rest  was  but  a  dream ;    for, 

^^Posed  the    survivors,  they  shortly  afterwards 

h^^&me  insensible.     It  was  found  they   all  had 
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been  drugged.     The  two  boys  had  also  partaken 
of  the  tampered  food.     Of  the  ornaments  all  wore, 
and  other  possessions,  not  a  trace  remained.    The 
assassins  escaped  detection, 
lefleo.         Were  these  instances  but  solitary  and  incidental 

ions.  .  .       1  u 

cases  under  strong  temptation  to  commit  them,  by 
but  unpractised  people  ?  Or,  as  I  further  inquired, 
were  the  perpetrators  but  raw  hands  hitherto  un- 
steeped  in  similar  villainy  ? — "  May  men  so  stealthy 
in  their  ways,  apparently  so  frank  in  their  manner, 
and  yet  so  intent  upon  their  purpose,  so  sure  to 
administering  the  poisoned  potion,  the  shuffled 
food,  or  the  drugged  hookah,  be  mere  novices  at 
the  artifice,  rather  than  confirmed  offenders  ?  Not 
only  does  each  case  display  the  dexterity  and  the 
artfulness  of  the  pretended  friends  by  whom  the 
victims  are  beguiled,  but  it  is  stamped  with  indica- 
tions of  consummate  knavery ;  while  each  at  the 
same  time  lamentably  reveals  the  real  simphcityof 
the  deluded  sufferers — the  horror  and  terror  of  the 
survivors  on  discovering  how  they  had  been  vic- 
timized— how  nearly  they,  too,  had  died  !" 
jhoieraat      htlh  Juhi. — Cliolera  does  not  often  occur  at  Sim- 

' '     1    v» 

lali,  but  a  child  died  of  it  yesterday  in  our  midst* 
whose  mother  was  dining  with  us  but  the  other 
evening  ! 
)acoitie  'VYc  havc  a  special  report  of  yet  another  dacoitie 
irhoot.  down  in  Tirhoot.  A  woman  of  the  premises  went 
out  during  the  night  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  a 
noise  as  of  digging,  outside  of  the  door.  A  lot  of 
armed  men  thereupon  rushed  in,  bearing  a  Ughted 
torch,  and  broke  into  boxes  and  other  usual  re- 
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ceptacles  of  property.  The  owner  of  the  house 
was  knocked  down  in  the  rush,  and  he  and  the 
Chowkeedar,  or  night  watchman,  and  three  others, 
were  slightly  wounded.  The  robbers  got  away, 
however,  and  with  but  little  booty  (vide  p.  460, 
vol.  i.,  and  127,  vol.  ii.) 

6iA  July. — Completed  to-day  my  reply  to  the 
protest  against  the  practice  of  the  Thuggee  and 
Dacoitie  Department  requiring  the  transfer  to  it  of 
"wanted'*  men  traced  to  the  local  jails  in  Rajpoot- 
anah,  and  claimed  by  approvers  and  accomplices 
in  other  acts  of  crime  {vide  pp.  62,  114,  vol.  ii.)  I 
have  gone  into  the  question  very  fully,  not  only  to 
show  that  the  evidence  upon  which  such  reqaisi- 
tions  were  made,  was  reliable,  but  that  the  pro- 
cedure was  conformable  with  law  and  practice,' 

'  P.S. — Act  VII.  of  1854  regulates  the  procedure  in  matters  of 
the  arrest  and  delivering  up  to  the  officers  of  the  Thuggee  and 
Dacoitie  Department  of  all  persons,  whether  the  subjects  of  the 
British  or  any  foreign  Native  Government,  charged  with  thugi^ee 
or  dacoitie.  By  this  Act  doubts  and  misapprehensions  in  these 
'■Jitters  were  removed.  The  rules  on  the  subject  of  the  appre- 
henaion,  demand,  and  surrender  of  persons  so  charged,  were 
detailed  and  snmmaiized  in  a  Report  on  the  Conflict  of  Laws,  for 
*Mch  I  had  been  called  upon  by  the  Government  of  India  (loide 
PP'  58,  66  to  70,  vol.  ii., — also  sections  1  to  8  of  Report  quoted 
Wow)— -par  exemple,  thus : — 

"Begistered  Thugs  and  Dacoits,  are,  however,  always  made 
^*^  to  this  Department  for  disposal,  by  the  States  of  Rajpootanah 
•^  of  Central  India,  and  by  the  Nizam  and  other  Native  Govem- 
^'^Uf  whenever  required.  Native  chieftains  perceive  that  the 
^1  object  of  the  British  Government  in  respect  of  the  proceed- 
^8>  of  the  Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  Department,  is  the  suppression 
«  crimes  which  they  themselves  acknowledge  to  be  great  evils, 
•Dd  that  we  know  and  feel  that  this  can  only  be  eflected  by  their 
^'wking  in  concert  with  us.  They  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
•ct  n^tivelj,  and  not  a  single  offender  would  be  forthcoming  ! 
Bm  eriminalB  would  be  as  safe  from  us  in  the  wild  hills  and 
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and  helped  us  a  great  deal  in  our  operations.  I 
have  been  at  some  pains  in  doing  so,  in  order  to 
set  clearly  before  Colonel  Eden,  the  Governor- 
General's  Agent  for  the  States  of  Rajpootanah, 
the  grounds  upon  which  our  demands  for  such 
transfers  were  hoim  fide  based.  It  was  an  object 
to  avoid  the  obstruction — I  might  say  check — to 
our  general  proceedings  which  might  otherwise 
arise  from  any  undue  assent  being  conceded  to  the 
Native  Durbars  raising  such  objections.  At  pre- 
sent these  are  confined,  at  least  outspokenly,  to 
the  single  Durbar  of  Jeypore.  I  have  written  to 
Blair  to  arrange  all  the  enclosures  in  the  order 
indicated  in  my  Report,  so  as  to  assist  Eden  in 
considering  the  subject,  and  arriving  at  a  correct 
appreciation  of  it.  It  is  our  proper  part  to  gain 
the  upper  hand  of  the  predatory  communities 
infesting  Rajpootanah  and  from  there  penetrating: 
into  remoter  regions  for  the  purposes  of  diicoitic, 
so  as  to  counteract  (inasmuch  as  is  consistent  with 

jungles  of  Rajwara  and  Malwa,  Bendelcund  and  nydra)>ad,  as  in 
the  Khyber  and  Bolan  Passes.  In  Rnjpootanahy  for  exaiujilf, 
every  State  has,  at  the  bidding  of  the  Agent  Governor-Cionenil, 
at  one  time  or  another  surrendered  even  unregistered  oti'endors, 
and  this  could  not  be  effected,  as  Sir  Henry  Lawrence  justly 
remarked,  under  any  rigid  and  unswerving  rule.  To  this  1  wouKl 
observe,  that,  whether  registered  or  not,  the  habit  of  the  Native 
States  has  long  Ixjen  to  deliver  up  amjone  recjuired  by  this 
l)ei)artment.  It  cannot,  however,  be  too  often  rej>eated,  that  such 
recjuisitiuns  are  always  made  through  the  several  local  l*oliiiiiJ 
Othcers.  The  existing  practice  had  the  approval  of  the  Himie 
Government,  and  has  proved  to  Ixj  most  serviceable  in  it;J 
nsults."  {Ej-fnicf  jtara.  \  00  from  Colonel  llf'rveifs  llejmrt  to  the 
Gof'enimeht  of  India  on  the  ConHict  of  Laics  in  rererruc^  to  the 
o/ffratiorm  of'  his  Department  in  Native  States,  No.  199,  dat^^i 
2Ut  April,  1806.) 
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the  policy  of  the  British  Government  in  its  relations 
with  Native  States,)  the  influence  which  so  many  of 
the  robber  leaders  possess  with  the  several  Durbars, 
exercised  through  the  Native  Durbar  officials. 

Our  present  operations  have,  admittedly,  tended 
to  direct  a  very  effectual  blow  against  the  hitherto 
unchecked  system  pursued  by  these  robbers,  and 
to  create  an  alarm  among  them  which  must  be 
productive  of  beneficial  results,  and  it  is  therefore 
natural  that  they  should  seek  resorts  by  which  to 
escape  the  intelligence  which  we  maintain  of  them, 
enabhng  us,  as  it  does,  to  trace  so  many  of  them 
even  to  the  jails  into  which  they  are  from  time  to 
time  cast  by  their  own  rulers.  It  is  patent,  too, 
that  these  people,  I  here  mean  Meenas  more  par- 
ticularly, are  the  very  men  by  whom  the  country 
is  oppressed,  and  at  whose  hands  the  community 
sufier — ^that  they  are,  in  fact,  the  robbers  over 
whom  we  have  been  set  to  watch,  and  whom  it  is 
our  duty  to  suppress;  and  if  there  could  be  any 
doubt  of  the  integrity  of  our  researches  against 
them,  it  would  be  dissolved  by  considering,  as  the 
"8t  I  have  furnished  Eden  with  shows,  tvhat  they 
^^e  in  prison  for  when  we  traced  them  there  ;  for 
rf  they  were  there,  as  they  all  mostly  were,  and 
continue  to  be, /or  robbery  and  other  acts  of  violence 
^^  predatiouy  the  result  of  the  local  police  action 
Against  them,  we  cannot  be  considered  to  be  far 
^^t  when  we  claim  them  as  altogether  professional 
dacoits.* 

fthJuly,  Sunday. — Heavy  rain  in  the  forenoon, 

^  PJ3. — The  arrangement  was  left  undisturbed. 
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and  I  suppose  but  few  went  to  church,  but  the 
evening  service  was  well  attended. 
TwoGoid-  8<A  July. — The  following  account  was  under 
Poitoned  uoticc  to-day  among  the  cases  of  poisoning  under 
enga .  examination  and  report.  It  occurs  among  those 
skilfully  researched  by  Mr.  Reily  in  his  recent 
operations  in  Bengal,  in  communication  with 
myself  (t-trfepp.  38  and  42,  vol.  i.,  and  p.  1,  vol.  ii.] 
He  was  out  in  the  districts  thus  engaged,  when  he 
was  startled  one  morning  at  hearing  that  three 
men  had  been  poisoned  the  day  before  close  t( 
where  he  was  inquiring  into  some  other  cases 
They  were  brought  in  upon  a  cart.  One  wa 
already  dead,  another  died  soon  after  arrival,  thi 
third  man  recovered.  He  was  a  Brahmin,  an( 
said  he  was  coming  up  country,  when  he  fell  in,  a 
morning,  with  some  Rajpoots  travelling  like  him 
self,  and  later  in  the  day  with  the  two  deceasf" 
men,  both  Sonars  or  men  of  the  goldsmith  caste 
and  with  tv:o  others.  The  Rajpoots  by-aiul-ln 
fell  behind,  but  he  himself,  the  two  goldsmiths  aii<i 
the  other  two,  journeyed  on  together.  Atevenins 
they  alighted  near  a  police  station  for  the  night, 
and  it  being  too  late  then  to  cook  any  food,  they 
satisfied  themselves  with  some  poorrecs  or  puffs 
prepared  from  flour  purchased  from  the  local  corn 
dealer,  and  filled  with  some  spiced  meal  supi)lit'<^ 
by  the  other  two  men  ;  and  this,  dressed  upon 
embers,  formed  their  repast,  made  and  eaten 
separately  as  by  caste  enjoined,  that  is,  the 
Brahmin  by  himself,  the  two  goldsmiths  by  them 
selves,   and   the    other   two   men   together.     Tht 
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Brahmin  not  half  liking  what  he  had  made,  did 
Bot  eat  it  all  up  as  the  Sonars  did.     And  now  all 
be  remembered  was,  his  being  led  by  the  other 
tiro  men    to  the  spot  where  the  two  goldsmiths, 
were  lying,  but  that  he  resisted  and  went  onwards 
till  he  fell  down  senseless.     He  recovered,  but  his 
less  fortunate  fellow  victims  would  seem  to  have 
suffered  very  much  when  discovered,  "the   skin 
on  their  backs,  shoulders  and  elbows,  having  been 
rubbed  off  from  their  rolling  on  the  ground  in 
their  agony."     The   case  was    very  cleverly  un- 
ravelled.    Both     the    culprits     were     separately 
arrested,  one  being  traced  to  his  home,  and  the 
other   as  he   was  escaping  into  Nipal   territory, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children.     They  each 
accused  the  other  with  mixing  poison  in  the  suttoo 
or  sugared  meal,  and  not  only  were  both  recog- 
nized by  one  of  the  five  Rajpoots,  the  only  man  of 
that  party  who  had  at  all  talked  to  them,  but  were 
also  distinctly  identified  by  the  recovered  Brahmin. 
They  were  also  claimed  as  accomplices  in  other 
similar  deeds  of  villainy,  by  a  man  who  had  shortly 
previously  recorded  their  complicity  with  himself 
"^  other  authenticated   cases   under  Mr.  Reily's 
inquiry,  and  both  were  accordingly  sentenced  to 
^pital  punishment,  on  the  ground  that  "  a  severe 
^iitence  was  imperatively  called  for,  in  order  to 
^beck,  if  possible,  the  spread  of  a  crime  so  fatal 
^  society,    and   so   difficult   of   detection."     The 
'^^dges  of  the  High  Court    further  added,    thatMr.Reiiy 

the  Detective    Superintendent,    Mr.   Reily,   de- mended 
■^J^ved  great  credit  for   the  manner  in  which  hef^^ 


for  lotcN 
ence. 
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hiiS  :I-:;.':  ~  :::  :h:?   csfr,  aTid   for   the  cd« 
clui-ir:    c:  tT:.:^:.:*^  whirh  he  has  obtAiBed  i 

^^^^^*"         V'\  J     . — >or:;e  rears  aro  the  clue  tea 
irh..-«ibT  (-.T-je  T'rrs -iLriliT  TTorked   out   bv  rnvself  in 
rff-rifr"  att-er-iei  """itL  niurier  and  wounding,  at 
iTi  Tie  >:-JThLrr:  Mahratia  coimtrv,* 
^*"''?     ihrc'iirh  ?:T::e     * *'.>;";,  an   entire   pod  of 
t.:iVfri     e.\'?:>ei    rror^  :he    deer,  happened  to  be 
14.*^tZ!:.  "»^:''^^5    carried     or     V-v    the    plnndera 
d:r:?u'Tv  of  rroo:  0:1  that  occasion  as 
robV'er?.  -n-L.-m   I  had   traced  and 
their   plui-ier   some   two  hundred    mi 
fro!n  the  >ce::e  of  the  ontraee,  lav  in  the 
circiiTnsianL^e  that  the  plundered  Sahi 
of  some  substance  and  an  important 
the  rural  district  where  he  resided,  wl 
tinir  :'•  /"?  '  of  the  attack  upon  his  hot 
o;;Trai:cs  con:m:i:ed  thereat,  ret  denied 
tLinir  was  taken    awav  from  it,  **e» 
household  articles."  to  mention  which  ha 
wa>   of    no   material    consequence, 
rt-sToration  of  them  was  not  at  all 
demanded  bv  his  customers.     For,  as  is 
among   Sahoocars  and  Mahajuns  genei 
whose  business  that  of  the  jMxhldr  or 
coin  and  jewellery  is   combined, 
also    the    local     pawnbroker,    and 
large    quantity  of  pledged  articles,  and 
was,  a  ruii  upon  him  for  them  or  for 
value,  should  it  become  known  that  hel 
plundered    to   any  extent.     ^  Mmg  titf 
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things  whicli  lie  mentioned  to  have  been  really- 
stolen,  was  included  a  musk  bag^  which,  being  his 
own  property,  purchased  at  a  high  price  (for  a 
pouch  of  that  rare  commodity  is  costly,  brought 
down  as  it  is  from  the  pine-covered  mountains  of 
Thibet,)  he  thought  it  might  be  incidentally  put 
down  among  his  losses,  lest,  perchance,  it  should  be 
Tetovered;  so  also  as  to  some  rupees  of  a  peculiar  cur- 
remy  not  often  met  with.     His  dilemma  was,  however, 
great  when  he  heard  of  the  ivhole  of  the  plunder, 
pledged  and   unpledged,  being  recovered  by  me. 
The  smell  of  musk  as  my  men  and  I  approached  the 
spot,  and  about  the  place  itself  when  we  suddenly 
invaded  the  tdndu  or  robber  encampment  on  the 
outskirts  of  a  distant  forest,  had  been  unmistake- 
able  ;  but,  in  ignorance  of  any  having  been  taken . 
away,  or  indeed  of  what  had  constituted  the  plun- 
der, but  only  of  the  fact  of  the  deed  itself,  I  took 
no  heed  of  the  circumstance  when  after  capturing 
the  surprised  gang,  I  began  to  search  for  their 
plunder.     This  we  found  by  digging  under  their 
cooking  hearths  and  here  and  there,  the  smaller 
articles  of   jewellery  being    discovered    stitched 
within  the  folds  of  their  old  ruzzdis  or  quilts,  or  on 
to  tattered  garments,  and  the  curious  money  which 
I  have  mentioned,  stowed  away  in  the  humiydnees 
Of  waist-purses  worn  by  the  leader  of  the  gang 
a^d  his  head  man — but  not  any  mtisJcy  for  which 
^deed  we  had  made  no  quest.     But  I  was  pre- 
sently advised  by  a  woman  of  the  encampment  at 
^^riance  with  KunJda,  the  naique  or  leader  of  the 
gang,  "  to  search  for  hiistoori^^^  the  native  name 
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for  a  musk-sac  !  She  was  the  daughter  of  an  ( 
crone  who,  her  grandson  being  in  my  custoc 
had  secretly  informed  me  one  early  morning  wh 
taking  my  exercise  in  the  open  country  away  in 
camp,  as  was  my  habit,  of  the  particular  gang 
which  the  robbery  had  been  committed,  and  1 
direction  of  its  flight.  I  now  understood  1 
cause  of  the  peculiar  odour  which  we  had  p 
ceived,  and  far  mvsk  we  searched  according 
and  presently  we  came  upon  it,  and  with  it  up 
some  articles  of  previous  plunder  secreted  by  I 
leader.  Our  finding  it  and  the  old-fashior 
coinage  adverted  to,  made  me  quite  independi 
of  the  testimony  of  the  plundered  Sahoocar,  in  1 
matter  of  the  property  which  he  had  repudiat 
but  which  now  he  was  in  great  straits  ab( 
acknowledging.  For  I  promptly  sequestered 
wnher.s  or  ledgers,  and  in  them  detected  entri 
surely  enougli,  of  all  thr  stn-rral  articlrs-  in^  1 
recov('.rnl !  For,  owing  to  the  man's  stout  jk^-j^i 
ence  that  he  had  not  been  plundered  of  anythi 
particular,  the  research  and  capture  on  our  par 
the  local  police  havingfailed — had  been  discredit 
and  even  laughed  at/ 

*  P.S. — This  luckv  detection  of  tho  rlaooitv  at  Gu<ld"i< 
place  in  the  Dharwar  divStrict,  opened  out  to  me  all  ihf  .v 
exploits  of  the  Khunjur  f^angs  iu  the  Southern  ^^ah^.ltta  C'»uti 
and  was  the  lirst  of  my  successes  a^'ainst  that  trib.*.  In 
(ludduc  affair  several  men  were  killed  and  woundr*!  by  the  p 
derers.  Cholera  was  raj^ing  at  the  i)eriod  in  th«'  t  -wn,  nio> 
the  inhabitants  had  fled  from  it  through  fear  of  the  ft-ll  dis*.- 
and  the  people  of  the  plundered  firm  and  other  inhabitants  \ 
lyinp:  outside  of  their  dwelling's,  when  the  g'»nii  sud«lenly  appea 
holding   tlaming  torches,  armed  with  spears,  their  faces  tied 
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That  having  been  the  scent  on  that  previous 
occasion  carried  to  a  successful  issue,  for  I  obtained 
tie  C5onviction  of  the  entire  gang,  of  whom  two 
were  executed,  I  will  here  notice  an  equally  signal 
M>  that  was  now  lately  taken  up  and  followed  by 
Ifr.  Reily,  with  like  results,  in  a  case  of  poisoning 
examined  to-day,  one  of  those  of  occurrence  in 
iengal^  with  the  investigations  of  which,  I  have 
aid,  he  was  specially  entrusted  under  my  general 
Tiidance  (p.  156,)  my  report  and  classification  of 
rhich  and  of  other  acts  of  poisoning  throughout 
Iritish  territory,  are  under  preparation. 
A  scent  merchant  at  Ghazipore,  had  dispatched  A  Po"on- 

«  ,  .    "5g  Case 

boat-load  of  rosewater  in  charge  of  one  of  his  detected 
BTvants,  to  Calcutta.  A  month  subsequently  the  Perfume? 
gent  at  Calcutta  sent  back  the  boat  with  the 
mpty  carboys  and  a  tin  flask  containing  some 
\tter  (or  "  otto  "  as  it  is  written  and  consequently 
nispronounced  at  home,)  or  extract  of  heora^  the 
^(undamus  adoratissimusy^  a  highly  scented  flower 
mnch  used  in  idol  worship,  and  growing  profusely 
in  the  Lower  Provinces,  particularly  in  Orissa  ;  and 
fliis,  as  a  precious  commodity,  was  entrusted  to  the 
particular  charge  of  the  returning  servant.  He 
tad  designed  to  travel  back  with  it  by  the  railway 
jODpney,  but  becoming  ill  while  at  Calcutta,  ho 
proceeded  up  country  in  the  returning  boat  as  far 
ag  Bhaugulpore.     He   landed   there   and,  accom- 

ttd  thoating  intimidation.   They  speared  everyone  wlio  came  within 
'•■eh.   The  additional  consternation  thus  caused  in  the  locality  and 
wnnd  about,  waa  very  great.     The  entire  gang  was  convicted,  two 
■■»  hanged,  and  the  rest  sentenced  to  transportation  for  life. 
*  Or,  moie  correctly,  the  Andropogon  Nardus,  or  Spikenard. 

VOL.  II.  M 
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panied  by  a  relative,  went  on  with  the  intention  of 
accomplishing  the  rest  of  the  journey  by  the  land 
route,  taking  with  them  the  canister  of  fragrant 
perfume.     They  unhappily  fell  among  professional 
poisoners,  a  small  gang  of  whom  had  been  infest- 
ing  the   neighbourhood.      They  had  taken  away 
with  them  the  river  toll  receipt  and  bill  of  lading, 
and  the  mdnjhee  or  boat-master  and   supercargo, 
was  perplexed  on  arriving  with  his  freight  at  his 
destination    (Ghazipore,)    at    not     finding    them 
alreadv  there.     Two  dead  bodies  were,  a  few  dars 
after  the  men  had  left  the  boat,  discovered  in  the 
adjacent  open  country  near  a  railway  station,  and 
upon  one  of  them  were  found  the  receipts  of  the  ioH 
collectors.     They  were  thereupon  identified  as  the 
corpses  of  the  two  men  who  had  quitted  the  boat; 
but  beyond  the  further  information  that  they  had 
charge  of  a  metal  Jcoopjy'e  or  flask  containing  ^ 
perfume   when  they  left  the  river,  nothing  more 
was    ascertained    of    the   circumstances,  notwith- 
standing the  offer  of  a  reward  for  information.    It 
happened,    however,    that    one    of     the    persons 
arrested  seven  months  subsequently  in  the  poison- 
ing case   of   the  three  travellers  (two  goldsmiths 
and  another,)  lately  narrated  by  me,  one  of  the  two 
men  afterwards  executed  for  it  (ciile  pp.  loO,  K)7,) 
had  included  in  his  confessions  the  names  of  two 
persons   as  the  accomplices    in   other  acts  of  the 
crime,   of  his  companion,  the  other  subsequently 
executed  convict ;  and  as,  on  inquiry,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  those  two  persons  had  been  previously 
charged  with   drugging   travellers,  the  arrest  of 
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able  in  the  system  after  death ;  nor  conld  he,  with 
any  certainty,  have  spoken  to  the  same  end  from 
any  diagnosis  of  the.  case  ascertained  before 
death,  for  it  was  not  in  eyidence  whether  the  two 
deceased  men  were  seen  by  any  other  persons  wbOe 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  drag  administered 
to  them ;  but  that  drcomstanoe  was  immaterial  to 
the  eyidence  grasped  by  the  due  of  tke  foA  af 
perfume^  for  on  the  man*s  confession  being  thus  \ 
corroborated  by  the  local  record  of  the  case,  » 
diligent  search  was  instituted  for  the  principal 
culprit — ^for  him  who  had  administered  tbe 
poisoned  meal — and  he  fortunately  was  not  far  off* 
The  detectiyes  appeared  two  days  subsequently  ftt 
his  house  in  a  yillage  in  that  neighbourhood.  He 
was  not  there,  but  it  was  searched  in  the  presence, 
amongst  other  local  residents,  of  the  absentee's 
father,  who  was  even  the  land-holder  or  zumeendar 
of  the  village,  when,  lo  !  hidden  away  among  a 
lot  of  ooplees  or  fuel  of  dried  cow-dung  stacked  in 
a  small  room,  was  discovered  the  searched-for  flasi, 
and  in  it  was  some  utter  qfkeora  !  The  culprit  him- 
self was  next  traced,  and  arrested  the  foUoiriBg 
day  at  Bhaugulpore ;  another  of  the  denounced 
accomplices  two  days  after  at  Monghyr,  and  the 
fourth  or  remaining  accomplice,  about  a  fortnight 
later  down  in  Bajmehdl.  The  account  books  of 
the  scent  merchant  who  had  dispatched  the  essence 
from  Calcutta,  also  duly  exhibited  entries  respect- 
ing it,  and  by  whose  hands  he  had  sent  it ;  and 
both  he  and  the  boatman,  moreover,  recognized  the 
recovered  flask.     Another  of  the  arrested  parties 
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klso  admitted  as  evidence  in  the  case,  and 
he  and  the  previous  informant,  separately 
lentically,  pointed  out  the  spot  where  they 
•ed  they  had  plundered  and  left  the  two  pros- 
travellers  ;  and  lastly,  the  local  police  proved 
:heir  dead  bodies  were  found  at  that  spot, 
the  evidence  was  most  complete,  the  finding 
tin  flask  of  perfume  in  the  house  of  the  man 
ed  with  administering  the  drug,  being  an 
ential  corroboration  of  the  testimony  of  the 
al  witness  as  respecting  him  particularly. 
;ase  was  tried  in  the  Court  of  the  District 
—the  chief  culprit  was  capitally  convicted  ; 
er  was  sentenced  to  transportation  for  life  ; 
llage  zumeendar,  father  of  the  first  prisoner, 
.djudged  imprisonment  for  three  years ;  the 
two  members  of  that  particular  gang  being 
wo  persons  admitted  as  Queen's  evidence. 
inquiry  was  admirably  conducted  by  Mr. 
,  and  the  judges  of  the  High  Court  at 
bta  confirmed  the  convictions. 
\  July.—Oi  those  who  dined  with  us  last  colonel 
,  was  Colonel  Vaughan,  C.B.,  one  of  the  c.b. 
3  of  the  late  Umbeylah  campaign,  and  a 
bit  of  stuff  for  it,  as  the  occasion  proved, 
id,  to  whom  he  has  taken  a  fancy,  went  up 
r  for  the  Higher  Standard  Examination  in  ^  j^  j^ 
)stani,  in  passing  which  he  had  not  succeeded  ^i^o^ed. 
Dibay  last  November,  and  he  was  now  again 
[y  plucked.  He  did  not  sit  down  to  the  study 
tently  enough,  and  now  the  boy  looks  upon 
kt   Hindostani    has   given  him  some  mortal 
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offence  :  "  I  will  never  go  up  in  it  again. 

done  with  Hindostani."  But  will  that  pay 
Tome^"  ^^  1 1  th  July.— I  write  to-day  to  Ward  at  Ja 
Mooi-       the  escape  of  some  Mooltanee  dacoits  fn 

taaee 

Prinonprs:  local  police,  while  under  escort  to  himsei 
of  jaioah.  Khandeish,  and  to  endeavour  to  discover 
ported  arrest  **  somewhere  in  the  Deccan  " 
notorious  Sirreeram  Shroffs  banker  of  Jain 
dacoit  confederate,  a  fellow  who  used  t 
about  Captain  Davies,  my  former  assist 
those  parts,  and  whom  I  had  met  down  t 
my  mail  cart  journey  through  Nandga 
travelling  about  a  time  back  {vhie  p,  197, 
in  quest  of  information  (successfully  folio 
some  phmderers  from  Rajpootanah  conoe: 
then  recent  act  of  dacoitie  in  Berar/  "Wi 
knew  each  other  then,  but  are  better  a 
now.  and  Sirreeram  would  buy  me  over  ifl| 
worse.  He  was  an  abettor  also  in  the'^i 
rescue,  by  Kislien  Sing  Rhatore,  of  "Ward 
prisoners  last  November. 
Khai-  X  tell  Ward,  too,  to  have  an  eye  on  the 

of  tlie  Khaikaree  people  in  his  direction,  n 
reported  from  Bombay  to  be  up  and  doing 
dacoitie   again   over  his   border,  and  in  J 
territory  and  Mysore,  where,  styled  Karm 


'  P.S. — I  traced  four  of  the  gang  on  that 
Poonah  Jail,  in  which  they  had  meanwhile  been  inoanv 
a  dacoitie  at  Mnlldd  down  Suttarah  ;  on  whose  teiuteil 
to  our  custoily,  the  above  and  other  acts  of  daooilil 
divul^'od.  The  uian  Jowahirra  Durzee^  who  afterwaidi 
of  those  rescued  from  Captain  Ward's  look-up  at  Jalnd)^ 
of  the  number. 
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ismcuTTOOs^  etc.,  they  had  ever  before  been  busy 
(rufe  pp.  347,  350,  vol.  i.,  and  p.  73,  vol.  ii.) 

I  also  write  to  him,  **  I  am  about  to  transfer 
some  KhunjuT  approvers  to  you,  through  whom  to 
look  about  after  the  gangs  lately  formed  by  Jam  ^^^  ^^ 
Sing  and  by  Grassia's  daughter.  The  latter  used  ^^  ^.  , 
occasionally  to  come  to  Jubbulpore  when  I  was  i>aaghter. 
there  to  see  what  we  were  doing  against  their 
tribe."  Jam  Sing  was  the  son  of  Kunkia  Naique, 
approver,  the  leader  of  the  gang  that  committed 
the  musk  dacoitie  lately  adverted  to  (page  158.)  He 
vas  quite  a  lad  when  I  arrested  that  gang ;  and 
on  his  growing  up,  with  a  view  to  reclaim  him  I 
admitted  him  into  my  Nujjeeb  Force,  the  custodians 
of  our  approvers  on  command  duties  of  pursuit  and 
arrest ;  but  he  was  too  restless  and  always  "  must 
to  the  greenwood  go,*'  and,  true  to  his  instincts,  and 
eager  to  emulate  his  father's  exploits,  much  as  the 
latter,  as  I  must  say  for  him,  had  endeavoured  to 
dissuade  him  from  the  purpose,  he  flew  to  the 
J^gles  the  moment  I  discharged  him,  for  I  had  no 
legal  authority  for  holding  him  in  restraint,  and 
soon  rejoined  his  people  in  acts  of  predation  and 
hecame  the  companion  of  thieves,  trying  his  hand 
*t  first  at  horse-stealing  and  in  midnight  adven- 
t^es  in  camps  and  fairs,  till  now  at  length  he  has 
got  a  gang  of  his  own  !  The  father  of  the  other — 
the  girl — was,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  notice, 
one  of  my  best  approvers.  A  fine,  noble  fellow 
^as  Grassia^  although  a  dacoit — some  of  whose 
exploits  I  have  occasionally  alluded  to.  He  was 
the  leader  of  the  gang  in  the  dacoitie  upon  the 
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I)rtMniscs  of  tlie  wttiilthy  tobacconist  situa 

of  llio  Avnlk'd  town  of  Sliolapore  before  i 

(/•/#//'  p.  107,  vol.  ii.,)  liis  latest  and  lastfi 

tlie  following:  year,  at  Gohik  in  the  Bel| 

l<;('torate.     Ho  died,  as  I  have  noticed,  c 

wliilo  out  on  command  duty  {ride   p.  1 

Avife,  of  fine  presence  and  masculine  gait 

nie  with  lier  three  children,  a  girl  and 

directly  slie  was  told  of  the  event,  toi 

n<M!khirM»  and  exclaimed  :  "  There — I  am 

(rjind-inociiidli  ;)   F   may  now  go  where  ! 

Th(Mi,  fidliii;]^  on  her  knees,  she  placed 

hand  on  the  heads  of  her  sons  in  turn — i 

HohMiin  oatli  among  Hindoos,  as  inviolal 

Israelitish  liabit  of  protesting  by  one's  \\ 

invoked — and   swore    they    should    fo^ 

fa  tiler's  ])rofession  ;  and  their  sister, 

(l:Lu;^Iiier  liy  the  hand,  shall  look  after 

care  of  theiii — and,  as  if  of  f oreknowledj 

their  ])robaljle  incai)acity,  "  should  evei 

phi(*o  and  herself  lead  them  as  Tumhdlh 

p.  101 .)     They  all  bodily  left  the  place 

but   Cjra.ssia's  daughter  occasionally  dl 

self.     Her  brothers  turned  out,  surely  i 

weak   intellect,  and  could  take  no  betl 

the  lawless  career  of  the  tribe,  than  in 

horses  from  their  pickets  at  night,  on 

a(*ts  of  night  stealth.     Their  sister 

well-knit  woman,  of  no  particular 

of  imposing  aspect.     She  remains 

deceased   mother's  last  injunctions 

haid,  been,  "Look  8  our  brotho; 

save  enough  to  do  th 
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Ucriptum. — To  run  on  with  the  narrative,  I  ^^®  ^^^^ 

here  introduce,  even  at  the  risk  of  a  little  Oraeria's 

iion,  the  following  story  of  Grassia's  daughter  and  her 

her  implacable   cousin  Ghambelee  and  herc^^ 

id  OomraOy  as  taken  from  the  account  sub-  ^^^®®' 

by  me  of  this  enterprising  robber  tribe  in  a 

b  to  the  Government  of  India  of  a  subsequent 

"  The  habits  of  the  Khunjur  dacoits  as  high- 

m  and  footpads,  have  been  often  before  de- 

i  in  my  reports.     The  present  bands  are  com- 

of  the  descendants  of  those  old  gangs  of  the 

so  many  members  of  which  were  brought  to 

)y  this   Department,  and  executed  or  sent 

1  the  seas,   in  its   operations    against  this 

I  in  various  remote    parts   of   the  country, 

iepredations  formerly  extending  from  Patna 

igal  to  the  Southern  Mahratta  coimtry  and 

adras  Presidency,  Guzerat  and  Kattyawdr. 

of  the  leaders  of  the  present  gangs  are  the 

f  deceased  approvers,  and  one  gang  is  under 

adership  of  the  daughter  of  an  approver  of 

ibe  named  Grassia^  who  was  himself  a  most 

prising  leader,  who  used  to  conduct  his  gang 

Hindostdn    to    Southern   India,    and  there 

take  and   carry  out  many  daring  exploits. 

i  at  length,  with  several  of  his  gang  in  the 

rah  Districts,  he  became  one  of  my  most  useful 

ivers  when  I  was  the  assistant  of  the  Depart- 

for  the  Bombay  territories.     But   when  he 

which  was  of  cholera  when  out  on  command 

his  widow,  on  presenting  herself  to  me  with 

hildren — a  girl  and  two  boys — to  announce 

itention  to  return  to  her  people  in  the  jungles. 
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assured  me  (tearing  off  Her  necklace  as  she  d 
to  signify  at  once  her  widowhood  and  her  d 
mination,)  that  it  was  notpossitleiov  them  to f< 
any  other  vocation  than  that  of  their  father, 
that  he  was  no  longer,  nor  herself,  the  I 
servants  of  GUivemment — ^that  they  had  his  ( 
to  emulate,  and  it  should  be  her  care  to  bring 
up  to  do  so.  I  met  them  some  years  snbsequ 
in  the  jungles,  when  travelling  in  Central  1 
They  were  accompanied  by  Oomrao,  the  now  gr 
up  son  of  another  dacoit  of  the  tribe,  who 
with  another  robber  (the  same  young  man's  u 
been  hanged  at  Dharwar,  on  a  committal  by 
self  for  trial  for  some  atrocious  dacoities  atte 
with  murder  in  the  Southern  Mahratta  country 
p.  435,  vol.  i.)  All  were  then  *  learning  the  tr 
but  at  present  were  'only  stealing  horses 
their  pickets  at  night '  ;  they  had  not  yet  ti 
their  hands  to  dacoitie,  but  would  now  soon  d 
The  girl,  now  become  a  fine  young  woman 
stem  and  commanding  appearance,  in  forme 
of  the  promise  exacted  from  her  by  her 
stricken  mother,  never  to  marry^  and  to  lea( 
gang  as  another  famous  woman  of  the  tribe,  n; 
Turnbolin^  had  done  {vide  pp.  101-112,)  the  tradi 
of  whose  achievements  formed  the  burden  o 
camp  songs  of  this  gipsy  people.  Her  two  bro 
were  to  be  subject  to  her  and  do  as  she  shoul 
them.  I  once  again  met  them.  The  mother 
now  dead,  and  a  small  gang  had  been  fom 
*  but  we  have  not  yet  done  anything  very  pai 
lar,  you  shall  hear  of  us  in  good  time  * — anc 
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^med  me  to  try  neither  to  prevent  nor  reclaim 
^^'f ;  significantly  adding,  *  we  have  only  stolen  a 
few  horses  and  robbed  a  sahib  as  he  slej^t  in  his  tenV 
fi^t  Oomrav,  the  young  son  of  the  executed  dacoit 
above  adverted   to,   had   meantime  married   her 
beautiful   cousin    Chumbeleey  and    she    had   been 
abducted  by  Amdn,  the  powerful  leader  of  a  gang 
of  the  tribe  infesting  Punnah  territory  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Bewahy  who  had  himself  been  often  in  our 
custody,  but  had  as  often  been  released  for  want 
of  sufficient   evidence.     He    warned   Oomrao    to 
abstain,  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  from  endeavouring 
to  trace  or  recover  his  wife,  or  to  visit  his  gang, 
for  thaty  being  related  to  apjrrovers  {Goindahs,  i.e., 
tell-tales  as  these  were  contemptuously  called,)  he 
^<nild  murder  him.     The  incensed   young   dacoit 
resorted  to  me.     He    contrived   to  meet  me  by 
appointment  or  as  he  chose,  in  my  frequent  early 
rides  or  excursions  in  the  open  country,  and  he 
•aid  bare  to  me  what  the  tribe  was  now  about. 
All  had  reverted  to  dacoitie  ;  new  gangs  had  been 
formed ;  they  were  most  busy  in  plundering  opium 
^dother  convoys  of  goods  and  merchandise  passing 
to  and  from  Bombay  and  Indore  ;  he  had  himself 
taken  part  in  some  of  these  robberies ;  with  the 
old  members  of  the  tribe  had  passed  away  the  fear 
which  had  been  inspired  by  the  former  operations 
of  this  Department  against  them,  while  the  tradi- 
tions of  their  past  exploits  still  animated  them  and 
^ore  the  pride,  as  they  were  the  song,  of  the  new 
Jo^eration ;    Grassia^s  daughter  was    indeed    the 
leader  of  a  gang,  and  she  was  in  Berar  with  her 
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two  brothers  ;   if  I  wouhl  ouhj  get  him  back  kis  irife, 
ha  would  assist  me  in  renewing  operations  against 
hia  people,  and  would  himself  also  submit  to  the 
ordeal  impeded  by  the  Deputment  of  being'  tried 
for  hia  life.    For  now  indeed  there  reniuned  no 
membem  of  the  formw  gangs  who  were  the  eooon- 
plioes  of  oar  old  Ehnnjnr  approvem  who  had  not 
either  been  captured  or  had  died,  ontZ  netwagproMn 
were  therefore  necetsary  to  carry  on  wiik.    laewnte^ 
and    erentoallj    snooeeded,  with    the  assistaBM 
through  the  local  Dnrbar,  of  the  Politioal  Offioff 
of   the   territory   (the   late  Major   Willou^f 
OBbome,)  in  reoovering  poBseasion  from  Amdn  d 
the    fonng    man's  wife.     She  was  reinctant  ta 
return  to  him,  beeaute,  at  t&4  w*/a  of  an  odiot» 
'  approveTt    as  she  wonld  now  be,  she  would  sot 
have  the  dresses,  the  ornaments,  nor  the  foreflt 
freedom   and  amusements   she    vonld    otherwise 
enjoy — and  she  endeaTom-ed  to  dissuade  him  froU^ 
his  purpose  of  assisting  me,  first  by  entreaties 
(which  much  exercised  him,)  and  then  by  taunting 
him  as  a  despicable  traitor.     But  he  abided  by  hi^ 
promises,  and,  surrendering  himself  to   me,  r&^ 
counted  a  narrative  of  his  own  criminal  career.    I& 
stood  the  tests  to  which  it  was  put  by  us  in  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  of  the  Department  over 
which  I  preside.    The  dacoities  which  he  enume- 
rated  in  it  were  found  to  have  been  actually  com- 
mitted, exactly  in  the  manner  he  had  narrated 
them  ;  the  attendant  circumstances  were  supported 
by  collateral  proofs ;  the  persons  he  named  as  his 
accomplices,  were  disoovered  really  to  e^ist  and  to 
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be  the  sons  or  relatives  (the  most  of  whom  had 
been  convicted  dacoits,)  of  former  gangs   of  the 
same  tribe ;  some  of  them  were,  too,  in  custody  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  under  suspicion  of 
dacoitie,  and  one  small  gang  had  even  recently  been 
convicted  in  the  Court  at  Indore  of  the  Agent  of 
tte    Governor-General    for    the    Central    India 
States,  of  a  dacoitie  in  which  he,  OomraOj  was  himself 
toncemed,  and  sentenced  to  short  periods  of  im- 
prisonment.    On  my  obtaining  access  to  some  of 
these  persons,  I  found  that  two  of  the  number  were 
the  nm-away  sons  of  an  old  dacoit  approver  of  the 
tribe,  named  Kokdtee,  whom  I  had   myself  seized 
»nd,  after  conviction,  had  admitted  to  approver- 
ship  some  years  back  in  the  Southern  Mahratta 
country,  when  I  was  Assistant  General-Superinten- 
dent at  Belgaum.     They  and  one  or  two  others  at 
once  also  confessed  to  me,  and  confirmed  Oomrao 
^  those  acts  of  the  crime  in  which  they  had  taken 
part  with  him.     In  this  manner  were  the  present 
Rations  renewed  by  us  against  the  71  ew  gangs  of  this 
^terprising  ra^e  of  bom  robbers.     The  proceedings 
against  them  in  the  period  under  report,  are  in 
^litinuation  of  what  had  been  effected  by  us  in 
that  which  preceded  it,  of  which  an  account  was 
a^hmitted  in  my  report  of  March,  1865  {No.  224, 
f^^fl.  7.)     Chumbelee  died  very  soon  after  the  above 
®^cnts ;  but  Amdn  is  still  alive,  at  large,  and  full  of 
^^th;    and   Ghrassid's   daughter  still  retains  her 
?ang.    She  has  felt  herself  restrained  for  a  time 
^J  the  revelations    of    Oomrao.'^ ^     {Vide   Colonel 

PP.S. — ^As  pertinent  to  the  occasion,  I  would  here  recount 
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M'lfio. — TliiH  jiiirtifriilar 
{rf;ri«;nilly,  of  nhom  one  nainuil  J.i.n^ 
rliiiiiialtU!  Hnij  of  ;iii  old  atid  zea~ 
/v«,,/;-,  f. ■;./,.  pp.  l.-.8-:>9,)agai 
tt-|n;n!  rny  :i.ssir<t;int,  Major 
(|ii<.-]it.1y  lififl  ii  "Ttiit  dual  to  ga' 
t.o  liiiiitilt:  t.hf;iri.'     OfOomrao 


iii^:   1.11  III"    h.tbiU    '.r   tiKi   ^TANifrttP  J 

SiMiHyiH  ;   "  Si-l-l»Tii  <I''U«t<->l   is  I 
Illl.l  lir-M.lvr'lllnn^O.llvirl 

in  xili^ii'i-  111  tlii>  r< iiiijionitivf-ly flUAt  JtflSf 

fn-iTi  Unit  kii..Hih;t  that  U>eir  t ^ 

Tiilly  iniiiiiliiiiiiil  l>y  th(!  icft  of  tl 
nniiii-.li  with  iiii|.iiiiitv.     Thatg 

i..ti.,..tii.„..fiiii,iM-o|;i,., 

V'lirH  'if  iin'iircf^ruliiiii  without  U 
I^IiIh  i>r  11  ciiliiiiy  H'ill  xhun  himfl 

hlii.wii  tli:il  hi-  i-iiti  iKlflln  tho  JBft 

|iii1ii'i'[]i:iii,  ji't  him  rrntu-<|iii-stio(i  li 
ii.irrinl  niiLii  'if  Ih'-  trlhc:,  who.  « 
(iiir  ri^fiTtiiiLturv  :it  Jiililiiilporo,! 
kiiml.  Willi  Ihi'  fiilli-Nt  iiitentiftn  O 
hiliiisi'f  hin  niiiiii'ctionn  at  Jabbolpt 
iIi'h|iIki'(1.  wiiM  lu-viTtholcn  nt  once  dej 
iiu'ii  fii'i-i'iiiiKi'iit  an  HhchiuminceStifot 
mill  hiiiMi'lf  tiirtii'il  adrift  wiUi  a 
I'vir  iliiii'  lo  show  hiniHulf  among  1 
r/„(,-,'.«  Ihrrrii,  U'lifra! Suimmtmdmii. 
I'll,-  Nir  KihrarJ  VUre  Bayliv,)  OgUM 
}>i-nt  ••/  India,  Foreign  Departmtmit  < 
\fi<\.  1-ira-ifajA  26. 

"  I'.S.— [  li-ft  the  foUowiaft  maw 
TkIIiiw  whi-ii  T  vncated office :  "JAm  & 
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that,   on   the  expiration  of  the  sentence  of  ten 

years*    idiprisonment,   he   was,  although   serving 

meanwhile  as  an  approver,  set  at  liberty,  the  local 

political  authority  considering  it  was  not  competent 

to  him  to  try  him  on  the  customary  general  charge, 

as  was  desired  by  the  Special  Department  in  view  to 

his  continued  custody  as  an  approver  in  accordance 

with  departmental  precedent.     His  previous  trial 

liad  been  on  a  specific  charge  only,  and  it  formed, 

90  fart  of  the  declined  *^  general  chan/e.^^     Oomrao 

did  not,  however,  wish  to  be  released,  and  requested 

lie  might  be  restored  to  approvership,  being  quite 

willing  to  undergo  the  ordeal  of  trial  and  sentence 

on  the  general  charge,  "  as  he  was  afraid  of  the 

vengeance  of  his  people."     It  was  said,  however, 

*fter  he  was  set  at  liberty,  that  he  was  home  aivay 

i(uikward  and  had  reverted  to  dacoitie. 

12ft  July.  Simlah. — ^We  had  a  decision  at  last  in  R/snit 

iV    o  •  •  of  the 

^ne  ScoUJervis  court-martial  case,  a  teleofram  from  Scot, 
^ome  announcing  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  court. 
^ar  had  resisted  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  ^*'***^- 
^D  for  the  production  of  the  proceedings  in  that 

•^y  and  qnarrelsome,  and  was  constantly  desirous  to  rejoin  his 
P^^^ple.  His  instincts  revived,  and  both  he  and  his  yonnger 
*>othcr  went  oflF  to  the  jungles.  He  was  occasionally  licard  of  i)y 
^Department — first  as  a  progressing  thief  and  robber.  He  and 
"^ brother  were  next  ascertained  to  have  enrolled  fhetnsel as  in  the 
^^^  Police,  Discovered  in  shielding  their  brethren,  who  were 
^'^Pged  in  crime  round  about,  and  in  other  corrupt  practices,  both 
^  Jim  Sing  was  next  imprisoned  at  Jalnah  for  stealing  a  liorse. 
Bj-aiid*bj  both  he  and  his  brotlier  were  taken  up  for  robbing  the 
?*il  in  Indore,  and  imprisoned  ;  and  then  at  length  they  came 
nito  the  custody  of  the  Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  Department  at 
••hah.  Both  were  subsequently  released,  the  evidence  not  being 
'^uded  complete  enough  for  their  conviction  in  a  trial.  More 
*ill  yet  be  heard  of  these  two  persons.'' 
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remarkable  trial,  and  that  the  dismissal  of  Jervis 
from  the  Service  had  been  finally  confirtned,  but 
that  in  consideration  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Court,   he  would  be  paid  the  value  of  his  com- 
mission, 1800Z. 
PensionB       The  Govemmont  of  India  have  acceded  to  my 
granted  to  application  for  a  compassionate  allowance  for  life 
FamiiieB   ^q  ^q  widows  of  OUT  fivo  uufortimate  fellows  who 

of  onr 

mnrdered  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gujjadhur  Sing's  banditti, 
and  were  cruelly  murdered  last  December,  and  cast 
into  the  Chumbul  near  Kero wlie  {vide  p.  66,  vol.  ii.) 
It  is  nothing  to  be  murdered,  for  that  is  soon  over, 
but  it  is  lasting  to  be  starved  by  slow  degrees.    A 
deaf  ear  is  never  turned  to  such  appeals  in  India, 
and  the  Government  of  India  is  ever  foremost  to 
listen  to  them  with  "  a  tear  for  pity,  and  a  hand 
for  melting  charity." 

AConcert-  "VYe  Were  at  a  concert-cum-play  at  night,  a  very 
full  house  of  a  mixed  nature.  The  extravanganza 
was  well  got  up,  but  the  actors  scarcely  knew  their 
parts,  and  thus  many  clever  hits  were  lost  to  the 
audience.  Amateurs  are  often  an  affected  lot. 
They  assume  an  indifference  as  to  each  other,  very 
inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  the  mufwd 
reliance  socirfy  in  which  they  enlist.  If  the  ladies 
fall  out  at  rehearsals  they  take  to  curtsying  low 
to  each  other,  while  male  members  of  the  company 
look  at  one  another  contemptuously — '*  poor  devil 
that  thou  art  !  " 

13th  Juhj. — To  prevent  approvers  from  writins: 
to  others  to  speak  tenderly  of  associates  with  whom 
they  are  about  to  be  confronted,  and  whom  they  are 
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desirous  to  shield,  and  having  a  suspicion  that  way 

in  some  recent  cases,  I  mention  it  to  assistants, 

and  desire  them  to  require  all  letters  through  the 

Post  Office  addressed  to  approvers,  to  be  delivered 

to  themselves,  such  persons  not  being  free  agents, 

but  convicts  under  custody  :  "  Your  attention  is 

also  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  taking  care  that  Precau- 

approvers  shall  not  learn  the  names  of  the  persons  against 

about  whom  they  are  likely  to  be  examined,  or  Evidence. 

"with  whom  they  are  about  to  be  confronted,  before 

ihey  are  put  to  that  test." 

I  pay  my  respects  to  two  ladies  arrived  from  y*^|^o„ 
Bajpootanah  on  suffered  leave.     I  am  so  hospitably  *<>  Bimiah 
wceived  at  the  seldom   occurring   and   distantly 
Bitoated  stations  I  pass  through  when  travelling 
ii  Central    India,     Rajpootanah,     and     remote 
Gmerat,  all  more  or  less  ah  orhe  divisos^  that  it  is 
qnite  a  pleasure   to  meet  kind  faces  from   there 
^e  up  to  see  the  world.     The  half -holiday  of  the 
%  was  further  availed  of,  by  our  going  down  to 
^ndale  to  see  Hugh  at  cricket   and  riding  in 
•ome  hurdle  races,  in  both  of  which  he  acquitted 
tenaelf. 
14tt  July.   Sunday.— ^The    Calcutta   Charitable  p^oio"-* 

T      .  11  in  the 

inshtution  was  the  theme  in  the  discourse  to-day  interior, 
of  our  excellent  minister.     Cholera  flying  about 
among  the   hill  people    inhabiting  the    interior 
mountains. 

loth  July. — Ah  !  ah  !  we  have  one  at  least  of  Recapture 
Sard's    four    rescued    prisoners    once    more    in  Rescned 
custody,   Jowahirra  himself  !     The   capture    was  ^"®^®'- 
effected  in  Khandeish,  so  now  we  shall  very  soon 

VOL.   II.  N 
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".  l-il.  '  _.  "T::--  m  ijrii:  -jixhr  in  the* 

_:  -  ■    •    I  r  ^r.'-.";;.   -T^^T  Lz  :Lar  city,  of 

:■:"  T.r  •n.^.M- :  la  i  '::ir:t-ire'i,  whereup€ 
Tr?'T  n  :  irr.;-  7r-:-:*Ti  :-  itveral  men  of  ti 
^riZL-rl  ?...-'=rL^.ij..  ::  Triiio'a  lie  ^a.3  a  memb 
:e!r.jj:':tr:  j-.?  r^r-cii-Te.  He  had  lately  beei 
-H":  il.iz  rrr^.'S,  i*  faeing  chiefly  comp 
liLs  :ril«:^  T'/:»f<nien,  tte  CfDmmand  of  il 
held  bj  Ff^-t^-'i  Rh'iTi-rt^,  tlie  Rajah's  fa 
'/.  '/•  'h  '  •>•'  •'•'.'■/»  prtKuruuj  that  dacaitie  \ 
123.  L^^^ir  men  declined  to  give  up  their  pi 
a- i  :':iere  ^n  aboat  to  be  an  attempt  to 
L:zi  az  I  a  street  row,  when  the  Durbai 
rr-i.-?5ee  artaolied  to  the  detectives,  advi 
casie'i  '^■'.-vars  to  desist,  the  arresting  party 
he  earned  them,  the  employes  of  the 
Government.  Whereupon  they  dispersed,  f 
pri.^r.ner  ^a.s  retained.  He  happens  to  be 
number  the  local  mt'olrhhirs  had  already  den 
as  acci/mplice-?  in  the  dacoitie  mentioned 
filso  of  the  men  under  local  arrest  for  th 
fiffn  i  r,  have  further  been  recognized  by  our  fel 
their  accomplices  in  three  previous  heavy  da 
a.s  previously   recorded    against  them — twi 
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against  one,  and  one  case  against  the  other.  I 
have  claimed  their  transfer  to  us  in  the  event  of 
their  acquittal  of  the  crime  for  which  they  are  in 
custody. 

\^{h  July. — ^A  doubtful  case  of  "  Thuggee  "  has  Ayonng 
cropped  up  to-day  among  those  under  examination  piigoned. 
for  report;  for,  from  the  information  as  yet  received 
of  it,  I  do  not  know  where  to  classify  the  occur- 
rence. According  to  the  special  report  received  by 
tis,  the  life  taken — of  a  young  female  twenty  years 
(rf  age — was  efEected  "  in  the  old  professional  way 
with  the  roomdl  or  waist-cloth.'*  The  body  was 
found  concealed  in  a  hollow  close  outside  of  a 
Tillage  near  Lahore,  where  the  deceased  had 
resided  with  her  parents.  The  poor  girl  had  left 
the  dwelling  for  a  little  while  the  previous 
ovening  at  nightfall — not  an  unusual  thing  to  do — 
Wearing  her  usual  ornaments,  and  on  her  not  re- 
toning  within  the  usual  time,  the  consternation 
ii  the  household  was  great.  The  ornaments  she 
^ore  were  not  upon  the  dead  body  when  discovered 
It  morning.  Suspicion  attached  to  a  male  relative 
^Kowas  known  to  have  had  liaisons  with  other 
Diembers  of  the  family,  and  was  regarded  to 
wbour  similar  intentions  with  respect  to  her.  The 
TQlage  headmen,  however,  believed  she  had  been 
Biurdered  by  some  of  the  people  returning  by  the 
^age  that  night  from  a  neighbouring  mela  or  fair, 
and  in  this  belief  the  poor  girl's  parents  shared. 
The  local  magisterial  officer,  too,  stated  that  "  he 
did  not  think  there  was  much  ground  for  regarding 
this  to  be  a  case  of  professional  Thuggee."     But 

N  2 


1  So  Some  Records  of  Crime. 

if  "  Thuggee  "  is  to  way-lay,  beguile,  stran| 
poison,  slay  and  rob,  the  present  would,  i 
sense,  be  a  case  of  it.     The  local  police  inq 
however,  have  led  to  no  further  knowledge 
circumstances,   and   I  mark  it   ofi  as  a  ca 
"  for  the  present  '*  to  be  so  included. 
"?"■■  „       VJtli  Jubj. — At  our  dinner  party  last  ni^ 
soup  served  was  Guspachco  (perhaps more 
written    Guipuscoa,   a  place   in    the   pro 
Biscay,)  a  kind  of  liquid  salad  of  Spanish  i 
which   when  we  were   at  Jubbulpore, 
much  relished  bv  our  guests  in  sultrv  w 
slakes    thirst,    and   creates    healthy   a 
would  improve  on  our  ordinary  menus, 
a  simple  and   wholesome  dish  to  lead 
with,  I  here  describe  how  to  put  it  in 
form.     The  Khansaman  is  instructed  to 
close   upon  the   dinner-hour,   a    table- 
small  onions  and  a  few  creen  chillies,  bo 
cIh^IukhI,  some  cucumber  pared  close  to  ti 
and   s]»rinkled   with    salt,    and   some   slice 
tomatoes,    all    separately   ready   to    hand. 
before  the  compaiiv  arrives  I  mix  these  to 
addincr  a  tal^lo-sj>oonful  of  pure  Italian  oli 
and  of  cood  Taracron  ^nnesrar,  and  of  salt 
spoonful  for  each  guest,  and  just  before  ae 
throw  in  two  tumblers  of  iced  water,  ando 
some  pulled   bread-crumbs   carefully  toast 
crisplv  toa>ted  bread-crusts  cut  into  small  ai 
Tliere   is  also    the  ordinary   soup   for  thlM 
adhere  to  that  steaminfir  fluid,  but  I  commi 
/v-'7.N  as  the  proper  rf>nvr/iY for  hot  wes 
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more  consistent  too,  with  the  cooled  drinks  that 
foflow  suit.  There  is  then  no  complaining  at  your 
cook  for  spoiling  his  own  reeking  decoction,  or 
with  yourself  for  taking  any  of  it,  nor  any  weary 
wakefulness  during  the  night,  or  any  fevered  brow 
at  morning,  nor,  as  I  will  vouch  for,  any  interior 
discomfort  or  bemoanings. 

We  hear  of  two  cases  of  river  dacoitie,  both  on  the  Riv©'  . 
same  night,  in  Bagirhaut  of  Bengal.  The  gang  in 
one  of  them,  is  looked  upon  to  be  the  same  that 
committed  a  dacoitie  upon  a  house  in  the  same 
Bub-division  six  months  earlier.  That  particular 
part  of  the  country  abounds  with  creeks  and 
rivulets,  the  villages  are  situated  in  the  jungle  and 
far  between,  and  the  boats  used  by  the  dacoits  are 
light  and  swift,  enabhng  them  to  row  rapidly  from 
place  to  place,  and  as  rapidly  to  escape  from  the 
ill-constructed  pohce  guard  boats.  The  robbers  on 
ftese  occasions,  are  generally  armed  only  with  their 
foddlesj  and  some  few  occasionally  with  hithees 
(todgels  or  bludgeons,)  but  they  seldom  meet  with 
any  resistance  from  the  timid  people  whom  they 
win  the  habit  of  plundering.^ 

Besirous  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the 
"Mohunpoora"  dacoitie  case  now  under  trial  at 
Jeypore  {vide  pp.  122, 178,  vol.  ii.,)  I  have,  in  order 
to  lead  to  an  easy  understanding   of   it,   to-day 

'  P.8. — In  one  of  the  river  cases  there  were  no  arrests ;  in 
fte  other  one,  on  the  property  of  one  Mo^iltoo-mndun  Slid  (lOth 
^^7})  nine  arrested  persons  were  set  at  liberty ;  and  in  a  case 
•■dier  in  the  year  ( lOth  January,)  of  fourteen  persons  taken  up 
Mto  were  released  and  two  returned  as  convicted,  sentences  not 
mnnmnicated. 
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translated  the   whole    of   the    original    informa- 
tion    respecting     it,    as    it    reached     me,    and 
from  the  vernacular  record  have  written   out  a 
detailed  narrative  of  the  action  taken  thereupon, 
for  future  use,  it  being  convenient  to  have  such 
matters  ready  to  hand  in  English,  the  vernacular 
papers,  though    full    of   every  detail,   being  too 
numerous  and   too   irksome  for   others    to   wade 
through,  or,  owing  to  their  complexities,   either 
readily   or  satisfactorily  to  research  or  sift ;  but 
this  kind  of  thing  is  laborious,  single-handed. 
Dacoits         isth  July. — I   noticed   of  a  mail  robbery,  and 
by  the      another  act  of  plunder  of  occurrence  a  few  niffhts 
of  their    subsequently,  both  near  Dhoolia  in  Khandeish  {vide 
^^'^■'      pp.  341  and  347,  vol.  i.,)  that  by  their  shoe-prinfs, 
it  seemed  the  perpetrators  on  both  occasions  were 
up-country  men,   and   probably  belonged  to  one 
and  the  same  gang,  also  that  I  had  directed  the 
recapture  of   two  persons  who,  ex  j^ede  HercuJemf 
arrested   on   suspicion    by    their  shoes,    had  been 
irregularly  released  {vide  p.  347.)     We  are  in  luck ; 
for  not  only  has  one  of  those  two  men,  the  one  I 
more  particularly  suspected  and  wanted,  been  for* 
tunately  found,  but  he  turns  out  to  be,  as  I  thouglit> 
identical  tvith  Oodah  Rhatore,  one  of  the  rescued  f(Mf  * 
f/oo^d^C^^^  not  only  that,  but  through  him  the  recapture 
one  of  the  of  the  uotorious  Jowahivra,  another  of  the  Jdlna^ 

fonr 

resoned  fugitivcs  {vidc  footnotc  p.  166,  vol.  ii.,)  has  d\BO 
been  effected  {vide  p.  177.)  Oodah  has  mad^ 
many  admissions,  short  only  of  his  own  complicity 
and  of  his  being  one  of  those  rescued  ones,  an^ 
that  is  how  we  have  come  round  him — by  affectiPlf 
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to  believe  him,  and  so  utilizing  his  information  in  dis- 
covering the  other  man  !  We  are  greatly  indebted 
to  the  local  Bheel  Police  and  its  energetic  Super-  oih^^ 
intendent.  Captain  Oliver  Probyn,  an  old  ac-  P'^^y^- 
quaintance,  for  this  important  reprisal.  I  have 
nientioned  their  prompt  action  in  the  Sowndha 
dacoitie  case  (p.  199,  vol.  i.,)  and  I  would  here  say 
something  of  this  excellent  body  of  men.  To  the  KhtndeiBh 
gallant  Oiitram,  my  earliest  friend  and  patron,  is  ^heei 
due  the  merit  of  v\rithdrawing  them  and  their  Outram. 
kinsfolk  from  their  lav\rless  habits.  The  Bheels  of 
Khandeish  were  looked  upon  as  hopelessly  untame- 
able  savages.  He  went  in  single-handed  among 
them,  took  part  in  their  sports  and  exercises,  joyed 
wid  sorrowed  with  them,  and  awed  them  by  his 
feats  of  prowess  in  facing  tigers  and  other  wild 
l^easts  infesting  their  intricate  fastnesses,  excelling 
their  own  daring  feariessness  in  such  pursuits : 
^op  did  he  hold  back  from  witnessing  with  the  same 
^dismay,  but  with  kindled  pity,  their  demoniac 
^fgies  on  occasions  of  the  "mysteries"  of  their 
chiefest  festivals — exhibitions  which  were  truly 
^^rful.  Permitted  at  length  by  Government — long 
^fcred  by  their  excesses,  but  never  able  efficiently 
*^  quell  them — to  enrol  and  discipline  a  body  of 
the  mad  lot,  the  "  Khandeish  Bheel  Corps  "  soon 
Quired  a  reputation  under  his  popular  leader- 
^*^ip,  which  placed  it  for  efficiency  and  dash  among 
^^  best  of  our  partisan  levies,^  and,  imder  the 

*  P.S. — ^The  following  extract  is  here  added  on  this  subject, 
y^  a  notice  of  Outram's  career  published  by  the  Calcutta  Eng- 
{^wan,  on  the  morning  of  the  ceremony  of  unveiling  that  hero's 
^^^>^al  statue  at  Calcutta,  by  Lord  Napier  of  Magdala,  in  the 
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same  judicious  treatment  pursued  by  Outram,  and 
reclaimed  at  great  trouble  and  espense  from  tlieir 
wild  and  predatory  state,  they  now  present  a  com- 
pact body  of  armed  retainers,  with  a  high  feeling 
of  attachment  to  the  service,  invaluable  as  a  police 
admirably  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  country 
inhabited  by  the  tribe,  and  co-apt  with  and  accept- 
able to  the  wild  race  ■  '  '  'i  they  represent. 
ATTHtot      ^^^  '^^' — ^^™  right  glad  to  hear  from  Hoona 
•ome       Sing,  the  dnffedar  Bpedally  appointed  to  the  dn^ 
o>iuws.  {vide  p.  382,  vol.  i.,)  that  he  had  arrested  some  (rf 
the  banditti  concerned  in  the  murder  of  our  poor 

pieaenoa  of  tiie  YicAtoj,  Liyd  Koidilsoeii  and  of  tha  tvooja  ti 
the  guriaon  of  Fort  Willim  and  a  mt  eoneoans  of  tha  inluldt- 
■nta  of  th«  tatj,  Enropeaa  and  Natira^  Ha  ■atiMahip  of  wUdi 
I  may  nov  avow : — "  'Om  HBtaaiMble  Bheab  (d  tfae  vindjs  and 
Bitpoon  tuigea,  lETaga  Hu  oiMmti7  ntd  radi  back  to  tbdr  in- 
penetrable  fastneseea,  nnpttniihed;  and  vbo  will  bnathinuelfamMg 
the  Bavages  ?  Season  after  season  befaolde  evei;  military  expeditioii 
failing  to  subjugate  them.  The  indecisiTs  chastuement  inflicted, 
but  tetnpera  them  to  further  resbtance  and  fieaher  laids;  and  the 
Bombay  Government  despair  ever  to  reclaim  or  to  reconcile  Ihem, 
Outram  goesmenily  in  among  them  to  hunt  with  them  in  their  wilde; 
slays  their  moat  dreaded  beasts,  and  ehaffa  them.  Tbey  witnew  bii 
prowess,  are  awe-struck  by  his  mien  and  daring,  and,  charmed  by  bia 
address,  tbey  offer  bim  allegiance.  Tbey  regard  him  as  an  Avalar, 
and  gather  to  celebrate  in  his  presence  iho  oigies  of  OumtmU  Drt 
(their  god  of  pleasure,)  estemporiaing  for  their  symbol  of  tb« 
woiehip,  a  large  stone  which  had  for  ages  mysteriously,  as  it 
seemed  to  them,  lain  at  the  bottom  of  one  of  their  wildest  lavintfi 
and  upon  which  ?te  had  stood  while  waiting,  unattended,  for  th^ 
beat  they  were  driving  down  upon  him.  Or,  is  a  wounded  tigeS 
at  bay  in  his  'den,  and  rockets  fail  to  turn  him  out  1  At  a  moment'' 
thought,  Outram  rushes  in  upon  the  beast,  to  the  dismay  of  th< 
wild  men,  thrusts  bis  rifle  into  the  monster's  distended  months 
and  skys  him.  The  Bbeels  are  tnmed  into  a  corpe  of  riflemen, 
and,  with  Captain  OutramaA  their  head,  they  restore  tranquillity, 
to  the  region  within  the  scope  of  their  raids,  and  to  this  day  ors 
the  smartest  of  our  police  train-banda." — (Caleutta  EngtuhmoM, 
23rd  May,  1874.) 
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fellows  in  the  Dholepoor  jungles  last  December, 
Oottiroo  Sing  being  one  of  them. 

Some  Madras  men  have  just  been  detained  on 
suspicion,  while  working  their  way  across  to  the 
Southern  Concan  on  the  Bombay  side,  who  declare 
themselves  to  be  only  bird-catchers.     It  is  not  often  Bipd- 
that  this  people  have  excited  more  than  a  passing  *  °  ^'^^ 
notice  when  met  with,  but  our  own  records  show 
instances  of  their  progress  across  country  being 
similarly  arrested.     I  wait,  however,  for  proof  of 
the  actual  occurrence  of  any  offence,  the  present 
rainy  period  in  those  parts,  being  the  season  for 
their  legitimate  pursuit  oi  feather  gathering.     I  my- 
selfonone  occasion  when  employeddown  there,  from 
my  convenient  post  between  those  two  territories 
(Madras  and  Bombay,)  intercepted  a  gang  of  them 
on  its  way  from  Madras  to  Rutnagherry  on  the 
Bombay  coast.     Openly  they  are  bird-catchers,  and 
as  such  convey  the  plumage  of  the  birds,  ensnared 
by  them  in  the  low  marshes  of  the  Concan,   to 
Calcutta  or  Madras,  from  where  the  supply  is  sent 
to  China ;    and  from  China,  the  feathers  are  im- 
ported   back    to    India    in   the   shape    of    those 
beautiful  fans  so  much  in  request  among  European 
ladies,  who  little  suppose  how  much  the  story  of 
those  lovely  feathers,  and  of  the  pursuit  of   the 
occupation,    is    sometimes    connected  with  some 
▼ery    dark    deeds    of   crime.       The     conviction, 
however,  of  the  wary  and  certainly  enterprising 
fiW5e,  has  not  been  frequent,  whatever  our  own 
special  knowledge  of  their  secret  habits.^ 

'  P,8. — Ohirree-Mdrs    are    bird-catchers    from    the    coast   of 
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At  evening  Hugh  and  I  were  of  Colonel 
Vaughan's  gaesta  at  dinner  at  the  Club,  where 
dinner-giving  is  frequent  at  this  season,  the  cuisine 
under  the  maoipulation  of  Mmjlt  cooks,  unexcep- 
tional, and  wines  the  choicest.  Commend  me  to 
"  Christopher's  Champagrne  "  of  onr  Clnb  brand, 
whatever  the  other  v'  a  is  here  or  elsewhere — 
particularly  to  an  icea  maijiium  bottle  of  it  I  No 
**  nectared  sweets"  can  compare  with  it  t 

21gt  July,  Sunday,  Bimhk.  —  Whether  from 
'*  SimJein"  or  a  fresh  ocdd,  made  worse  b;  going 
ont  last  night,  or  a  fit  (tf  lairinesg,  stayed  at  htnne 
to-day  I 

Hadiu.  Fnpeilr,  tlwj  an  a  nnufioaticn  of  the  Karimm  idbt, 
and  their  language  ia  Teleegoo.  liuy  get  monajr  adtaneea  for 
their  feather  crop,  and  tlies  aallj  forth  In  bodiM  of  ttom  tea  to 
twantj  penons,  atretching  n^t  aeroos  t^  peoinmla  into  tha 
Konkun,  snarmg  principally  kingfishers  and  birds  of  briiliast 
plumages,  the  skins  of  which  they  conrey  to  the  Madras  coast, 
from  where  they  are  exported  to  China  and  are  there  converted 
into  those  pretty  fans  and  feathered  ornaments  that  are  imported 
from  China  to  India  and  Europe.  But  they  are  gang  robbert  too, 
as  often  as  they  find  the  opportonity.  They  supply  themselves, 
when  periodically  settiug  out  on  such  feather  collecting  expedi- 
tions, with  nuz  vomica  and  other  medicini'S  to  nse  as  antidotes 
against  enake-bites,  to  which  they  are  so  much  exposed  while 
engaged  in  catching  the  birds  the;  want  in  the  swamps  of  the 
K-Oukuu,  where,  chiefly,  such  hiids  are  to  be  found,  and  they  seem 
to  care  little  when  snake-bitten,  their  habit  being  daily  to  take  an 
infinitesimal  dose  of  powdered  "  kooehla  "  (nvx  vomica,}  for  two  ot 
three  months  before  setting  out,  by  their  doiag  which  they  declare 
they  become  imperrioos  to  any  evil  efiects  from  the  bites  of 
snakes  or  other  venomous  things  for  quite  six  months  to  come." 
(  Taken  /rom  a  Lint  of  teventy-one  wandering  and  other  predaionf 
tribei  infeding  the  di*trieU  of  the  Bombay  territory,  with  tkdroccm- 
patiotu,  odewible  and  real,  etc.,  draiea  up  by  CaptaiH  CSuuter 
Jlerveij,  Awittard  General  Superiatendent  of  the  Th%gg»e  D^aH- 
ment.  Ao,  1,  Ntnc  Seria  of  Seleetitmt  from  the  Becords  if  the 
Bombay  Gsoemmaitin  the  PtOce  Bramch,  1608.) 
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22nA  July. — The  returns  of  poisoning  cases  for 
tie  Central  Provinces,  examined  to-day,  present 
indications  which  cause  me  apprehension.     I  men- 
tioned some  time   back  the   case   of    a   railway 
official,  how  his   food  had   been    tampered  with, 
and  he  nearly  poisoned  to  death  by  his  servants,  Poisoning 
two  Thug-bom  fellows  from  our  depot  at  Jubbul-  Q^g^^jf 
pore  {vide  p.  51,  vol.  ii.)     The  present  reports  from 
Julbulporey  include  a  "  murder  by  poison  ;"  a  case 
of  robbery  "  after  administering  poison,"  the  deed, 
it  would  seem  of  a  scoundrel,  upon  three  fellow- 
workmen  employed,  like  himself,  as  masons  on 
the  railway;    and  the  murder  of  a  man  and  his 
wife,  "  found  strangled  "  within  their  own  dwell- 
ing-place.    These,   and  some  other   instances   of 
crime  in  the  same  neighbourhood  (Jubbulpore,)  of 
prior  and  subsequent  date,  make  me  feel  anxious. 
I  fear   some   of    our   own   people,   the   offshoots 
of  our  depot  down  there,  may  like  those  Thug- 
^^ddas  (Thug-born,)   be    at   work.      For  although 
these  cases  are  not  locally  attributed  to  "  profes- 
sional" criminals,  and  the  persons  taken  up  for 
them  have  been  discharged,  still  we   cannot  be 
too  watchful  over   such   occurrences,   or   be   too 
snspicious  when  they  take  place.      In   watching 
professional  criminals  of  hereditary  descent,  this 
^  doubly    necessary.     When    lately  the    special 
I^acoity  Agency,   long  kept   up   in   Bengal,  was 
abolished,  and  the  dacoit  approvers  appertaining  Released 
^  it  were  summarily  allotted,  under  the  orders  of  Approver 
the  heal  Government,  to  four  selected  districts,  Dwoitie? 
^d  there  placed   imder  the   so-called   "  surveil- 
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of  the  local  police^  I  remoQstrated  at  the 
irraito-ement,  no  previous  reference  as  to  its  ad- 
iBi  ity  having  been  made  to  myself  aa  General 
-rintendent,  or  sanction  obtained  from  the 
preme  Government,  without  which  "it  was  not 
competent,"  I  eaid,  to  any  local  Government  to 
release  convicted  thugs  or  dacoits,  which  those 
approvers  were.  "  *  "  >d,  as  I  had  anticipated, 
that  the  freed  approvers  at  each  of  those  points, 
reverted  to  dacoitie.  In  one  instance  they  were 
joined  by  some  local  police  constables,  their  ^m/)- 
poscd  cttntodiam  (apfroYGTa  convicted  and  sentenced 
Jive,  constables  three,  other  accomplices  /ittr,)  Id 
another  they  escaped  detection  ;  in  the  third  case 
the  gang  numbered  thirty-five  men  (approvers 
convicted  nine,  a  "  Thug-zdda,"  or  son  of  an 
approver,  an  eiirdled  m-innher,  too,  of  the  ritij  pnHce, 
one,  the  rest  of  the  gang  having  been  invited  by 
these  men  from  the  neighbouring  district  I)  and 
in  the  fourth  instance,  the  approvers  were  even 
living  in  the  local  police  liries,  and  the  place  selected 
for  the  dacoitie  was  in  a  neighbouring  village. 
They  committed  this  last  affair,  the  report  stated, 
"in  the  old  professional  way,  with  lighted  torches, 
their  faces  blackened,  and  bodies  half  naked " 
(approvers  convicted  four.)  I  recently,  on  like 
grounds,  objected  to  the  liberation  of  certain  Thug 
convicts  from  the  jail  at  Bangalore  down  Mysore, 
whose  release  had  been  proposed  in  consideration 
of  their  long  incarceration.  In  support  of  my 
objection  I  qaoted,  among  numerous  other  in- 
stances, the  example  of  the  release  of  the  Thug 
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ofepring  who,  as  before  noticed  (p.  54,  vol.  ii.,)  Thug^iTd 
afterwards  became  a  very  notorious  Thuff  Jem  a-  beoomea 

•^  1    *  great 

dar,  although  he  had  been  a  detenu^  along  with  Thug 
his  mother,  during  the  whole  period  of  his  boyhood, 
and  was  supposed  to  be  untainted.  On  the  Ban- 
galore occasion  I  was  consulted  by  the  local  ad- 
ministration, at  that  period  presided  over  as  Chief 
Commissioner,  by  Mr.  Lewin  Bowring,  the  inde- 
fatigable and  hard-fagged  Private  Secretary  of 
Lord  Canning  throughout  the  period  of  the 
Mutiny,  and  a  most  able  member  of  the  Bengal 
Civil  Service,  Mr.  Ch.  Saunders,  of  the  same 
service,  being  the  Judicial  Commissioner  of  the 
Province.  My  advice  against  the  proposed  cle- 
mency was  followed,*  and  I  here  quote,  as  bearing 

*  The  following  anecdote  of  an  escaped  Thug  may  be  regarded 
to  be  relevant  to  this  subject.     I   quote   it   from  my  account 

of  it  I— 

"  So  inexorably,  indeed,  did  the  approvers  perfonn  their  duty,  Story  of  a 
that  but  a  few  years  ago,  when  I  was  the  Assistant  General  Thng 
Superintendent  for  the  Bombay  territories,  an  old  Thug,  who  f^o^the 
thirty-five  years  previously  was  transported  to  the  Mauritius,  and  Mauritius. 
there  had  almost  become  a  Frenchman,  escaping  at  length  from 
the  island  in  a  French  ship  and  landing  at  Bombay,  was  at  once 
tracked  by  one  of  my  approvers,  notwithstanding  his  changed 
appearance  and  French  gait;  who,  when  brought  before  me, 
aceasted  me  in  French,  and  implored  to  be  taken  back  to  trans- 
portation, as  that  it  was  perfect  misery  to  remain  in  a  country 
from  which,  as  he  had  learnt  since  his  escape  to  it,  every  one  of 
his  male  relations  and  acquaintances  had  been  swept  away — had 
either  been  hanged,  or  been  sent  beyond  seas,  or  imprisoned 
in  fetters  for  iSe — and  almost  every  female  had  died  from 
destitution — and  the  only  person  who  lived  to  tell  him  the  tale 
was  his  sister,  whom  he  had  left  at  his  village  a  blooming  girl, 
but  who  now  had  become  a  miserable  infirm  old  woman,  coming 
from  whose  lips  this  sad  history  of  all  those  whose  memory  he 
had  elung  to  through  many  years  of  sorrow  and  oppression,  had 
fallen  upon  him  witii  redoubled  horror.  I  suffered  him  to  live  in 
the  lines  of  the  Department,  but  he  died  soon  after  from  sheer 
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on  the  subject,  what  occurred  within  my  own 
executive  experience  in  a  like  case  : — "  Owing  to 
his  years  and,  as  I  thought,  his  infirmity,  I  had 
permitted  an  aged  Khaikaree  dacoit  of  eighty, 
who  had  so  long  ceased  from  taking  any  active 
part  in  dacoitie,  that  no  one  of  the  approvers  with 
me  had  been  his  actual  accomplice  in  any  act  of 
robbery,  to  reside  in  the  lines  of  the  Department 
at  this  station  (Belgaum,)  also  a  young  Khai- 
karee lad  who  had  not  yet  been  present  in  any 
gang  robbery.  Three  other  lads  whom  I  had 
before  released  for  the  same  reason,  also  another, 
^  .  ^  a  seeminff  blear-eyed  old  man  between  sixty  and 
letonton  seveuty  years  of  age,  whom  also  I  had  looked 
tarn  Gang  upon  as  bodily  *  unfit,*  I  suffered  to  live  in  the 
neighbourhood,  having  obtained  employment  for 
them  all  as  daily  labourers  on  the  roads  under  the 
local  Executive  Engineer,  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  old  man,  who  was  too  aged  to  perform 
any  manual  labour.  After  some  months,  I  was 
very  much  concerned  at  learning  of  some  gang 
robberies  taking  place  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Belgaum  (my  post !)  I  felt  that  as  I  was  then 
engaged  in  having  so  many  dacoits  arrested  ami 
punished,  it  was  not  likely  that  any  distant  gang 
would  be  so  bold  as  to  visit  that  neighbourhood  ; 
and  I  began  strongly  to  suspect  that  some  of  the 
people    about   me  were   concerned.      After   some 

woo." — Of  another  Thug  fugitive  I  may  here  relate,  that  after 
niaiiv  y«ars  of  successful,  hut,  as  he  told  us,  alwavs  troublous  con- 
cealnient,  he  was  at  leuj^'th  traced  and  discovered  as  the  gun- 
cleaner  and  shikaree  of  the  sporting  Rajah  of  Bulrumpore. 
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little   time  I  succeeded  in   ascertaining,   beyond 
every  doubt,  that  the  above  persons  formed  indeed 
the  gang,  fostered  in  a  manner  hy  myself!     Four 
of  the  number  admitted  the  fact :   the  first  old 
man  had  obtained  all  preliminary  information  as 
to  the  houses  to  be  robbed — he  planned  the  rob- 
beries ;  the  second  old  man  conducted   them   in 
person ;   the  lads  formed  his  gang ;   it  had  been 
regularly  organi^d,  and  everything  that  was  done, 
liad  been  done  systematically.     The  responsibility 
of  this  fact  seemed  to  me  to  be  enormous." 
"  It  would  be  curious "    (I  went   on   saying.)  p^i^^® 

\  •/      o'/  leniency 

"should    the    above    circumstance    operate  withdepre- 
Govemment  more  strongly  than   anything  else  I "  Guar- 
have  advanced  against  the  leniency  proposed  to  be  iJ'fros-^ 
exercised.     To  be  compelled  to  oppose  clemency,  evaded*"^ 
and  not  meet  in  the  same  spirit  the  magnanimity 
by  which   it  has   been    prompted,    is    the    most 
hamiliating  feature    of    my    duties ;    but    I    am 
assm^ed  it  will  be  felt,  from  what   I  have   sub- 
mitted, that  protection  to  the  lives  and  property 
of  our  peaceable  subjects  is  the  paramount  con- 
sideration.    I  indulge  even  in  the   hope   that  it 
will  be  perceived,  that  while  such  atrocious  crimes 
continue  to  be  practised  by  a  people  who  have  for 
generations  been  a  pest  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  at  large — that  while  such  people  continue 
addicted  to  their  evil  habits  and  tendencies — the 
time   cannot  have  arrived   to   relax   any   of   the 
measures   that   have   been    adopted    to   suppress 
them."     To  this  I  here    add,  that  no  advantage  ^^^^  *« 

Coloniie. 

would  arise  from   colonizing  such   people,   or   of 


I9> 

plaoing  gnardiaitt  onr  .Aon,  for  (h  ma  abo  my 
predeoesM3r*a  ezperioMe)  v»  hsTB  had  Bnmeroos 
uutaiioeB  in  which  both  had  lailed,  and  **not  one 
in  which  dther  had  moeeeded.'*  '  ftnall  poHm 
gnarda  hare  been  {ilaOBd  near  audi  robber  ooloniea 
ae  gaardiane;  bttfc  Aey  have  always  been  found 
to  oonnira  at  their  offttMmi  from  nwtiTQa  iriiefli«r 
of  fear  or  <rf  intorert. 

28TdJMly. — ^In  the  Betnma  of  Big^wajDaeoitie 
for  the  period  still  imder  report,  there  ooeors  a 
remarkable  case,  and  as  it  is  oonnected  with  • 
personal  adventure,  I  transcribe  what  I  have  noted. 
<^  it.  A  good  deal  of  oime  of  a  marderons  sort 
had  been  taking  plaoe  on  the  line  of  railway  then 
under  oonstractdoh  over  the  TkuU  Qkdt  trending 
Bombay-wards,  and  I  reeolTod,  as  will  be  seen,  to 
travel  that  way  in  order  personally  to,  obtain,  if  to 
be  done,  some  inkling  as  to  the  tactics  of  the 
perpetrators.  To  pierce  that  mountain  barrier 
down  as  if  to  the  level  of  the  low-lying  comitrj 
below  it,  was  a  stupendous  undertaking  on  the 
part  of  the  indomitable  Bailway  Engineers  who 
had  accepted  that  labour ;  but  always  inde- 
fatigable and  everywhere  never  to  be  detorred 
by  obstacles  (of  which  the  similar  tunnelling  of  the 
Bk6re  Ghat  *  leading  to  Bombay  from  the  Deccan, 

*  P.S.— To  Captain  O.  W.  ffvghn,  of  th«  Bcnnbay  Aimj,  wm 
due  the  merit  of  laying  ont  and  eoostraeting,  earlier  in  tba 
"' '^"  preeent  century,  the  first  practicable  road  otbt  the  BhAra  Gh&t,  M 
Csn^V  '*'  *^  ^  Captain  Peter  DeUmotit  (sabeeqaeaUy  the  Oenanl 
orartha  Officer  who  in  1845  commanded  the  operationi  of  tbe  campai^ 
BhAn  in  the  Southern  Uahntta  country,)  to  cnt  oat  from  the  mnltitode 
Oi>*t-        of  bewildering  rocks,  the  road,  now  the  pleuant  evenii^  driTO 
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which  had  also  interposed  the  way,  was  a  proud 
example,)  the  gigantic  operation  had  been  success-  Personal 
fully  accomplished,  one  only  link,  and  that  over  a  turir^" 
very  diflBcult  portion  of  the  line,  remaining  to  be 
completed,   and  it  was  of  that   hiatus  that  the 
robbers  dexterously  availed  themselves.    Among 
the   numerous  travellers   on  the  particular  occa- 
sion referred  to,  were  a   couple   of  Juttees   from 
Bikaneer,  members  of  the  same  remarkable  race 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  my  journey  to  that 
desert  city  {vide  page  158,  vol*  i.  :  ®)  "  At  that  time 
the  railway  over  the  Thull  Ghdt  connecting  the 
^fjutfoora  and  Kussdra  stations,  had  not  yet  been 
completed,    and    the     habit    was     for     railway 
passengers  on  arrival  at  either  terminus,  which  for 

iDund  Breach  Candy  and  Malabar  Hill  in  Bombay.  I  was  at 
Addiscombe  with  the  youngest  son  of  the  former  officer.  Ilo 
•MM  out  after  myself,  and  I  well  remember  his  father,  the  simple 
fiU  infantry  officer,  but  a  practical  engineer  of  no  ordinary  merit, 
wfin  long  retired  from  active  service,  following  soon  subse(j[uently, 
•8  Trell  once  more  to  behold  his  young  son  and  an  elder  one,  b(jth 
w  the  Bombay  Army,  as  again  to  visit  the  scene  of  his  labours, 
^  be  there  lost  in  contemplation  of  the  difficulties  he  had  ovor- 
cwiie,  and  in  wonder  of  the  marvellous  accomplishment  of  tluit 
^k !  Of  course  all  that  kind  of  thing  is  more  hafjatelle  now-a- 
^J>  but  in  those  former  times  there  were  not  the  means  and 
appliances,  nor  yet  the  scientific  acquirements  possessed  by 
engineers  of  the  present  period,  and  the  engineering  difficultii's 
Were  consequently  ten-fold. 

P.8. — ^The  6'e/cP,  whose  forefathers  so  obstinately  opposed  the 
invasion  of  their  country  by  Alexander  the  Great :  Pronounce  the  How 
'^•ding  letter  of  the  old  Greek  formation  of  tlie  name  of  tlwit  tribe  properly 
(one  Baid  to  be  of  Scythian  origin,)  as  you  would  the  letter  J,  PjJ^''^""^® 
•nd  tbe  succeeding  letter  as  a  short  vowel  (as  botli  should  be  l)ut  Geta>. 
fof  our  knack  of  mispronouncing  every  word  that  is  not  Einjluh^) 
*^  take  the  next  succeeding  letter  into  the  first  syllable,  you 
tten  get  exactly  the  name  by  which  these  people  call  themselves 
*o  the  present  day,  namely  Juttee,     I  add  this  under  correction. 

VOL.   U.  O 


r 
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the  down  train  was  generally  at  abont  m^nigHt  to  \ 
hurry  over  the  intervening  eleven  miles  of  Ghat 
road,  afoot  or  in  the  diminutive  two-wheeled  carts 
which  plied  there,  called  tdngas,  drawn  by  a 
couple  of  small  ponies,  a  common  mode  of  con. 
veyance  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Bobberies  on 
passengers  who  lingered  behind,  had  then  lately 
often  taken  place,  and  the  tdnga  drivers  were 
suspected  to  bo  implicated.  In  the  present  case 
the  tanga  conveying  the  two  Juttee  travellers  then 
just  arrived  at  Egutpoora  by  the  night  train, 
lagged  behind  the  great  bulk  of  the  other 
passengers.  It  was  accompanied  by  another 
similar  conveyance  occupied  by  three  persona,  who 
feigned  to  be  also  railway  passengers,  and  by-and-by 
the  two  Juttees  were  barbarously  murdered  by  these 
ruffians,  themselves  cartmen  whose  vehicles  bud 
got  no  hire.  They  were  joined  in  the  foul  deed  by 
the  drivers  of  those  two  tdngas.  The  throat  of 
one  man  was  described  to  have  been  cut  '  as  a 
goat's  would  be.*  The  other  Juttee  manfully  re- 
sisted, but  being  at  length  overpowered,  he  also 
was  butchered.  The  local  police  now,  by  my 
experiment  I  have  supposed,  made  aware  of  the 
method  observed  by  these  skulking  miscreants, 
were  quickly  on  the  spot,  displaying  too,  more 
than  their  usual  mettle,  a  quality  they  before  had 
lacked.  Pour  of  the  crimin^a  were  promptly 
captured,  of  whom  three  were  soon   after  hanged, 

•  Taken    one  having  been  admitted  as  Queen's  evidence ; 

w^orT^f  and  only  one  man  remains  unarrested."* — I  was, 
as  I  have  said,  travelling  tmaccompanied,  along 
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the  same  road  in  the  same  way  shortly  previously, 
and,  as  I  may  consider,  I  narrowly  escaped  a  like 
fate;  for  I  had  purposely  loitered  behind  in  my 
t&nga.     The  road  was  very  wild  and  lonely,  and 
the  distant  voices  of  the  numerous  passengers  who 
had  hurried  on  ahead,  were  now  only  faintly  heard. 
Presently  two  men   appeared  from    concealment 
behind  the  rocky  wayside.     They  crossed  and  re- 
crossed  the   head   of  my  cart,   for  it  was  being 
slowly  driven,  but  being  advised  of  me,  by  the 
driver  of  it  in  the  Mahratta  language,  "  Wait — he 
is  still  awake,"  they  desisted,  and  I  expected  to  be 
attacked  further  on.     But  presently  a  tiger  was 
observed  standing  upon  a  projecting  rock  over- 
hanging the  cart  track.     The  waning  moon  from 
behind  plainly  revealed  this  new  visitor's  figure. 
Of  his  presence  somewhere  about,  the  two  little 
ponies  harnessed  to  my  tdnga,  had  before  given 
indications  by  pricking  their  ears,  snorting,  and 
becoming  uneasy.     Others,  I  have  no  doubt,  have 
experienced  like  myself,  when  travelling  by  night 
through  forest  tracks  or  a  jungly  country  on  horse- 
back, this  perception  of  a  wild  beast  being  some- 
where   near    and    about,    and    the     consequent 
recklessness      unmistakably     displayed     by    the 
horses  they  bestrode.      The  sensation  is  a  very 
unpleasant    one ;    for  the    syce    or    horsokeeper 
stepping    by  the    side    of    your    horse    in    the 
darkness  of  the  night  or  in  the  uncertain  light  of 
the  flickering  torch,  is  also  in  the  deepest  awe. 
The  men  with  you  will  shout  out  and  all  that — 
faint  utterings  and  mild  defiance  at  loudest — and  * 

0  2 


1 96  Some  Records  of  Crime. 

the  torch-bearers  will  fling  about  their  flambeaxix 
flurriedly,  but,  none  the  less,  all  huddle  together 
affrighted,  and  it  is  as  much  as  you  can  manage, 
amid  the  general  consternation,  to  keep  your  horse 
from  bolting  incontinently — ^where  to  you  know  not ! 
On  the  present  occasion  the  sudden  apparition  was 
a   climax.     It   maddened   the    two   little   tattoos 
attached  to  the  tdnga,  already  violently  agitated 
as   they  were   by  the  previously   scented  bodily 
presence  of  the  jungle  monarch.     Stay  to  perform 
obeisance — never  1     With  ears   erect,    heads    up- 
lifted, nostrils  distended  and  stertorous,  and  alto- 
gether unmanageable,  they  started — they  rushed 
the  dreaded  spot — and  then  with  down-stretched 
heads  and  stiffened  tails,  they  tore  on  wildly  at 
their  hardest  pace — a  mad  chase  along  the  nar- 
row   and   precipitous   way,    at   best    but   a    cart 
track  with  broken  rocky  ground  on  either  sidt^ — 
frantically   pelted   through    the    soon     overtaken 
passengers,    in  and   among  them    to    tlicir    jrrcat 
peril  and  the  imminent  risk  of  my  collapsed  driver, 
and   not  a   little  alarmed  self — nor    stopj)ed    nor 
stayed,  until  they  had  brought  me  in   safety,  as  I 
was  thankful  to  acknowledge,  to  the  Kussara  Kail- 
way  Station,  the  goal  of  that  midnight  stam])ede  ; 
and  there  I  was  informed  by  the  station-master 
and  employes  at  the  wildly  solitary  post,  that  a 
tiger  had  for  several  nights  been   prowling  about 
the  place,  and  that  one  had  even  been   seen  there 
at  an  earlier  hour  that  very  night.     I  felt  very 
much  indebted  to  that  tiger,    short  and  untender 
as   would   have  been  the   mercy    shown    by    Uis 
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Majesty  too  ;  but  I  thought  I  would  have  preferred 

to  have  been  left  to   him,   than    to    the   human 

monsters  I  had  so  nearly  fallen  among.     I  could 

on  my  part,  for  his  opportune  service  to  me,  have 

wished,  for  the  grace  of  his  abstention,  that  he  had 

been  spared  a  longer  shrift  than  was  the  fate  of 

those   miserable    cut-throats    who    waylaid    me, 

though  he  were  even  a  maji-eater ;  but  the  fine  brute 

was  himself  slain  shortly  after  by  some  railway 

sportsmen,  ever  on  the  look-out  for  such  big  game. 

The  rolCy  sociable  and  not,  personated  in  this  tale 

of  plot  and  retaliation,  was,  it  will  be  perceived, 

five-fold — ^myself,  the  local  police,  the  murderers, 

the  tiger,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  railway— of 

whom  in     this   five-handed    competition,    where 

all  were  perhaps  equally  bloodthirsty,  the  marplo 

tiger  proved  the  saving  clause  I 

Tigris  agit  raLidA  cum  tigride  pacem 
Perpetuam  :  sievis  inter  se  conveuit  ursis. 

24fA  July. — I  was  very  pleased  at  receiving  a 
letter  this  morning  from  an  old  native  friend  who 
had  long  not  written  to  me — one  Goondo  Bapoojee 
Knrrulgeehirj  of  Gokak  near  Belgaum,  in  the 
Southern  Mahratta  coimtry.  He  says  he  desired 
much  to  see  me,  was  "  extremely  unhappy  for 
having  nothing  heard  from  you  since  a  long  time. 
I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  your  having 
shown  innumerable  kindness  towards  me  which  I 
often  remember."  Good  cause  had  he  to  be  so  rpj^^ 
mindful,  for  our  acquaintance  began  strangely,  and  ^^??^^\ 
the  story  of  it  was  full  of  incident.  Three  brothers 
living  at  Gokak  together  formed  a  firm  of  Sahoocars 
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under  the  business  name  of  "  Kurrulgee-kur," 
from  their  ancestral  village  of  Kurrulgee.  They 
had  grown  old  thus  associated,  and  with  them 
resided  the  grown-up  son  of  one  of  the  three.  He 
was  their  heir,  the  other  two  being  childless.  A 
nephew,  namely  my  friend  Goondo,  the  only  son  of 
a  deceased  younger  brother,  also  resided  with 
them,  and  he  unfortimately  was  not  a  favourite 
with  his  three  old  uncles.  Suddenly  one  evening 
at  nightfall,  or  "  lamp-lighting  time,"  the  hour 
invariably  chosen  by  Klnmjurs,  the  class  concerned, 
some  of  whose  excesses  I  have  described  before  (r/<f<' 
p.  101,  vol.  i.),  to  commit  dacoitie,  their  premises 
were  invaded  by  a  band  of  robbers,  one  of  them 
holding  a  flaming  torch,  upon  whose  appearance 
the  several  karJcooiis  or  accountants  of  the  establish- 
ment, seated  in  the  verandah  occupied  in  drawing 
up  tho  transactions  of  the  day,  hastily  got  up  and 
fled,  and  two  of  the  aged  partners  intuitively  con- 
cealed themselves,  the  nephew  being  in  an  inner 
apartment ;  but  the  other  old  man  and  his  son  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  bandits  and  both  were 
instantly  speared.  The  strong  room,  previously 
marked  down  when  exploring  the  premises,  was 
next  broken  into  bv  a  blow  from  a  hatchet  airainst 
its  ponderous  padlock,  and  the  money-bags  and 
other  valual)les  deposited  in  it,  rifled  and  carried 
off.  AVith  spearmeJi  in  front,  speannen  behind, 
and  the  plunder-bearers  in  their  centre,  the  ganir 
bodily  escaped  through  the  town,  boldly  shoutinur 
defiance  and  aiming  blows  at  anyone  they  clian(*ed 
to    meet.      Five    ])ersons    were    murdered    on    this 
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occasion  and    five    others  were  wounded.     The 
event,  one  of  a  series  of  similar  robberies  in  the 
same  direction,  created  great  consternation  ;  for 
not  only  did  the  surviving  partners  of  the  firm, 
suspect  their  obnoidous  nephew  of  procuring  the 
dacoitie — ^for  "  had  he  not  now  become  heir  to  the 
estate?" — ^but  the  local  political  and  magisterial 
authorities,  on  the  other  hand,  believed,  that  the 
deed  was  rather  to  be  attributed  to  a  political  aim. 
For  among  the  murdered  persons  was  a  man  who 
held  a  position  of  influence  in  the  neighbourhood, 
by  whose  death  the  succession  to  his  estate  and 
dignity  was  diverted  into  another  line,  and  it  was 
supposed  the  dacoitie  was  a  covert  act  by  which  to 
compass  that  end.     This  man  was  the  Dessae  or 
manorial  proprietor,  of  an  important  district  in 
those  parts  called  Wuttoory  and  it  chanced  that  he 
had  arrived  at  Gokdk  on  the  very  evening  of  the 
outrage,  and,  with   his  attendant   horsemen  and 
followers,  had  alighted  under  an  open  lean-to  shed 
or  verandah,  of  a  Dhurmsdla  situated  in  the  street 
opposite  to  the  house   that  was  attacked.    The 
dacoits,  however,   had  no  interest  whatever    in 
either  the  descent  of  the  Wuttoor  manorship,  or  the 
entail  of  the  Kurrulgee  banking  estate.    The  leader 
of  the  gang  was  the  same  Grassia  Naik  whom  I 
have  mentioned  before  (pp.  107  and  167,  vol.  ii.,)  and 
he  had  come  down  to  those  distant  southern  parts 
from  the  Ovdli  Terae  and  Central  India  on  an  expedi- 
tion of  dacoitie  to  be  committed  wherever  he  had 
the  opportunity.     It  was  his  last  feat,  for  he  was 
arrested  at  Sattara  not  long    after.     When  the 
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gang  liad  assembled  on  the  appointed  evening  at 
the  |n:eooncerted  spot  outside  of  the  place  where 
{heir  weapons  had  been   previously  concealed,  the 
leader,  in  usual  course,  entered  the  town — not  only 
to  obtain  oil  for  the  torch,  but  to  take  a  last  look 
round  about  the  doomed  premises,  and  he  perceived 
that  some  armed  men  had  alighted  at  the  Dhnrm- 
B&la  indicated,  who  would  rfi/uin:   to   he  lool-ed  to. 
*'  He  and  his  men  (I  quote  from  my  printed  report 
of  the  eveut,)  had  travelled  several  miles  that  day 
with  the  Settled  purpose  of  committing  this  dacoide, 
as  planne(I  fully"  a  month  previously.     A  bad  omen 
which  OCOUrred  that  moruiug  whoa  thej  had  started 
to  commit  it,  had  moreoTer  been  disoharmed  and 
converted  into  a  propitiouB  one.    The  wife  of  one 
of  the  gang  had  died  a  few  days  preyionaly  and 
her  obsequies  had  been  oarefolly  performed ;  but, 
following  that  event   so  very  immediately,   their 
superstitious    fears    were    scared    at   meeting,  on 
the  morning  of  their   setting    out  on  their  pre- 
determined purpose,  the  dead  body  of  a  man  as  i* 
was  being  borne  along  for  cremation.     This  boded, 
evil,  and  thereupon  one  of  their  number,  to  malte 
it  of  none  effect,  promptly  went  up  to  the  bier  ao" 
pointed   his  stick  against  the  face  of  the  coiyse,  ^^ 
which  act  the  supposed  threatened  calamity  w** 
averted,  and  the  gang  felt  themselves  free  to  pr^' 
ceed  with  their  enterprise.     Their  leader  was  dO^ 
now,  therefore,  to  be  deterred  from  his  purpose  UX 
the  mere  accident  of  the  advent  of  the  DSssae  an'^ 
his  armed  retainers  in  close  proximity  to  the  poil**' 
of  attack.     Returning  to  the  spot  where  his  meJ* 
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had  assembled,  and,  ready  armed,  were  awaiting 

him,  he  rapidly  told  ofi  each  man  to  his  appointed 

part,  and  merely  remarked  to  a  tried  member   of 

the  gang,  named  Hurree,  on  whom,  on  occasions  of 

danger  or  diflficulty,  he  had  always  relied,  and  who, 

with  three  others,  was  to  post  himself  in  the  street 

adverted  to,  that  in  the  shed  "  over  the  way  there" 

he  would  find  a  personage  wearing  a  wide  white 

pugree,  who  and  his  attendants  should  he  seen  to  if 

they  stirred  at  all  in  the  matter.     The  consequence 

was  that  the  man  and  two  of  his  companions  were 

speared  outright,  and  five  of  his  followers  were 

woBnded." — The  dacoits  were  not  thus,  in  com- 

monication  with  any  local  parties.     Certainly  they 

tnew  nothing  of    Goondo   or   his   family  affairs. 

Their  leader  learnt  that  the  firm  was  a  rich  oncy 

and  that  being  all  he  wanted  to  know,  he  visited 

their  "Dookan"   or  place  of  business  in  person 

early  one  morning,  and  in  the  usual  way  asked 

them  to  change  some  money  which  he  produced  of 

another   part  of  the  country,  for  local  currency. 

One  of  the  old  men  thereupon  unlocked  the  fasten- 

• 

^ligs  of  a  chamber  opening  on  the  same  corridor 
^here  their  business  was  transacted,  and  brought 
out  from  it  the  required  change.  By  this  the 
^bber  leader  learnt  the  situation  of  the  money 
^m,  and  marked  it  down  accordingly  {vide  p. 
^%,  vol.  ii.)  The  booty  was  not  a  very  considerable 
one;  but  the  gang  numbered  twenty-one  men,  and 
they  all  got  clear  away  with  it  several  hundred 
niiles,  despite  the  presence  at  the  gate  of  the  town, 
of  a  strong  party  of  Mahratta  Horse  who  might 
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have  pursued  them  liad  ihey  been  so  minded. 
Suspected  of  instigating  the  deed,  in  vieir  to 
inheriting  the  property  of  his  surviying  uncles, 
Goondo  (he  nephew  was  arrested,  and  his  life  was  in 
great  jeopardy.  He  was  kept  in  custody  for  six 
months,  and  every  endeavour  made  to  get  him  con- 
victed, and  he  was  greatly  incensed  at  the  prosecu- 
tion he  had  been  subjected  to  by  his  two  uncles. 
Smarting  under  a  sense  of  the  injustice  he  had 
suffered,  he  burned  to  be  revenged  upon  them,  and 
he  leapt  up  eagerly  at  the  intelligence  of  my  suc- 
cesses just  about  ihen,  against  dacoits  who  had 
depredated  in  that  quarter  (in  the  Gudduc  case 
then  particularly,  vide  p.  158,)  for  I  was  stationed 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  he  pressed  me  for 
information  by  which  he  should  at  last  be  relieved 
of  the  horrible  suspicion  he  had  laboured  under. 
For  some  of  the  gang,  including  Grassia,  had 
fallen  into  my  custody,  of  whom  (Hurree  being 
one,)  seven  were  indeed  sentenced  to  transportation 
for  life  for  this  very  act  of  dacoitie  (the  rest  being 
similarly  accounted  for  by  the  special  department 
at  different  subsequent  dates,)  and  it  was  well 
known  that  the  dacoitie  at  Gokak  had  been  revealed 
to  me  by  the  approvers  I  had  admitted  from  that 
particular  tribe  {vide  p.  167.)  I  endeavoured  to 
dissuade  him  from  pressing  his  complaint,  to  spare 
his  aged  uncles  now  that  he  had  been  so  completely 
vindicated  and  they  themselves  overwhelmed  with 
a  sense  of  the  wrong  they  had  inflicted  upon  him. 
But  he  had  not  then  been  long  released  from 
durance,  and  was  obdurate — declared  their  endea- 
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vonr  was  to  get  him  hanged — that  had  they  succeeded 
in  their  charges,  he  certainly  would  have  been 
hanged — was  he  to  let  them  off  ?  So  that,  when 
the  real  culprits  were  proceeded  against  by  me 
and  condemned,  he,  in  his  turn,  preferred  charges 
against  his  two  relatives  and  against  their  wit- 
nesses of  false  imprisonment  and  conspiracy,  and 
both  old  men  were  convicted  accordingly  and 
sentenced  each  to  ten  years'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour,  and  the  others  for  various  shorter 
I  periods.  Prior  to  their  arrest  and  trial,  however, 
the  two  old  men,  now  thoroughly  alarmed,  first 
sent,  and  then  secretly  came  to  me  and  made  me 
high  offers  if  only  I  would  suppress  the  information 
which  should  prove  their  nephew's  innocence.^     I 

'  Pi5. — Several  cases  of  the  innocence  of  convicted  parties  had  Wrongful 
come  to  light  in  the  course  of  the  operations  I  was  engaged  in  at  Convio- 
this  period,  and  in   reporting   upon   another   flagrant   instance  tions. 
thereof  in  the  same  connection  as  the  above  case  at  Gok^k,  I 
felt  it  necessary  to  give  an  explanation  of  the  accident  of  such 
discoveries,  and  the  delicacy  and  untowardness  of  my  position  in 
respect  thereto :  "The  case  of  the  dacoitie  at  Ookdk  (that  above 
described,)  will  be  in  your  recollection ;  how  nearly  similar  conduct 
on  the  side  of  the  plundered  parties  brought  an  innocent  person 
(their  nephew)  to  condign  punishment.     On  proofs,  adduced  from 
this  office,  of  that  outrage  having  been  the  act  of  dacoits  from 
Hindostan  then  in  my  custody,  the  accused  and  sometime  im- 
prisoned man,  prosecuted  those  parties,  and  the  result  was  their 
eoncieiion  and  sentence  to  fines  and  imj/risoninent.     It  had  been 
mj  endeavour  to  dissuade  him  from  proceeding  against  them,  and 
rather  to  remain  satisfied  with  the  establishment  of  his  own  inno- 
cence.   The  emphatic  reply  was,  theij  would  have  had  him  hanged 
had  they  succeeded  in  establishing  their  accusuiion  against  him  / 
And  I  adduce  that  circumstance  as  an  example  of  the  present 
case,  that  under  the  law  on  which  the  arraigned  parties  in  it,  ten 
in  number,  were  committed  for  trial,  they  were  liable  to  the  extreme 
petudty  (death)  prescribed  thei-einfor  an  offence  of  such  a  nature, 
'*  So  serious,  then,  might  have  been  the  result  of  the  trials  that 
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b        '6  they  both  fulfilled  the  period  of  the  punish- 
lent  awarded  them.     The  nephew,  any  how,  soon 

J.  submit  for  conai deration,  whether,  upon  the  issue  of  the  present 
inquiry,  the  t«lee  (oUmau)  auJ  his  foDiily  "  (upou  whose  house  a 
d&coilie  had  been  committed  &nd  who  porjuKil  tht^msclvea  as 
against  the  parsons  wrongfully  conyicted  of  it,)  "  efauuld  not,  &s  a 
public  example,  be  driven  with  ignominy  from  their  present 
village,  the  punished  parties  be  restored  to  it  with  marked  con- 
sideration, and  the  polir ''"  —  '  members  of  police,  mentioned 

in  the  record,  tlL'prived  o.  .  u.id  employment,  and  the  police 

patell  himself  (yillago  b<»  bvavily  fined. 

"  I  am  led  to  this  cou  k,  even  with  the  encouragement 

I  have  been  honoared  '  ^vemment,  to  use  my  utmtet 

endeavour  iu  such  cases  iiu  ei  it  to  make  every  reparation  to 

parties  who  may  hove  been  vr..u..g/u]Iy  punished,  and  with  every 
consciouanesB  of  the  duty  baing  a  l.indable  one,  I  find  myself 
drawn  into  Uiese  inquiries  very  unwillingly  ;  and  I  would,  there- 
fore, have  it  felt  that  it  was  not  in  vain  that  the  misconduct  of 
the  native  police  is  investigated  and  brought  to  light,  when  eo  ad- 
culated,  as  it  was  in  the  present  case,  to  mislead  and  misdirect 
their  European  superiors. 

"  My  part  in  brinjuirig  such  transactions  to  light,  arising  ont  of 


from  the  manner  in  which  such  acts  t>ecome  discovered  to  have 
been  the  deed  of  professional  dacoits,  deposed  to  as  they  are 
by  approvers,  not  with  any  tpedal  reference  to  any  one  particular 
act  of  crime,  hut  elicited  in  the  eourge  of  the  examination  to  trbieh 
the*e  persont  are  tuijecle/l  loith  the  oiew  to  lucertaining  the  number 
and  nature  of  thote  they  may  have  eomtnitted  at  different  pervjdt 
during  their  retpeelive  careen,  I  am  satisfied  it  will  be  perceived 
that  I  have  myself  no  control.  But  the  qneation  arises — to  what 
extent  may  not  such  instances  as  the  present,  of  the  conviction  of 
innocent  persons,  become  multiplied  ;  and  how  check  for  the  future 
all  chance  of  any  recurrence  of  such  conTictions  ?  With  respect 
to  the  latter,  it  may  occnr  to  Government  that  its  sense  towards 
the  parties  throngh  whose  agency  false  witness  baa  been  borne 
and  evidence  suborned,  where  so  palpable  as  in  the  present 
instance,  should  be^ummarily  marked  as  the  most  effectual  means 
of  deterring  others;  and,  in  repaid  to  the  former,  it  is  a  matter 
beyond  conjectore,  and  I  must  trust  to  continued  support  in  the 
performance  of  a  duty  of  so  unpleasant  a  nature."  {Taken  from  a 
letter  from  Captain  Charles  llervey,  Aaaistnnt General  Superinten- 
dent No.  173,  22nd  October,  1852,  paiaa.  10  to  13.) 
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after  succeeded  to  their  estate.  I  had  not  heard 
from  him  since  the  above  events,  and  I  have  replied 
to  his  present  letter  advising  him  to  travel  to  Upper 
India  now  that  railways  had  so  much  facilitated 
!'  such  long  journeys  : — "  You  are  at  the  head  of  a 
prosperous  firm,  your  agents  are  probably  men 
whom  you  could  trust,  it  would  be  an  advantage 
to  you  to  travel  about  and  see  Delhi  and  the 
territories  your  countrymen  formerly  invaded  and 
occupied." 

2bth  July.^^The  final  completion  of  these  statis-  Dacoitie 
tics  give  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;    for   so  much  ^^*^"^*°"- 
continues  to  come  in  from  time  to  time,  that  the 
figured  statements  require  repeated    alterations. 
They  unfold,  however,  much  that  is  interesting  and 
eventful,  such  as  I  may  avail  myself  of  at  some 
future  period  when  retrospect iDfj  in  the  hoped-for 
quietness  6f  retirement.     To-day  I  have  been  re- 
vising the  returns  for  West  Benir,  and  I  take  from  the 
tale  the  following,  as  an  example  of  the  extent  of 
supervision  and  the  variety  of  the  criifiinal  classes 
included  in  the  scope  of  our  ken.     It  shows  also 
the  long-handedness  of  our  work.     In  the  published 
List  of  seventy-one  wandering  and  other  Predatory 
Tribes  supplied  by  me  to  the  Bombay  Government 
before  adverted  to  {vide  footnote  p.  186,)  were  men- 
tionedtwo  designskted  Pdrdhees  and  Phdnsi- Pa rdhees^  Pardhees. 
both  affined   classes  and   being  indeed    identical 
but  for  residence  and  mode  of  livelihood,  the  former 
being  of    settled    habitations   and   living   chiefly 
by  plunder,  the  latter  itinerant  and  subsisting  by 
snaring  game  ;  yet  both  essentially  "  shikarees  "  or 
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hunters  in  their  respective  degrees,  those  hunting 
large  game  and  running  down  wild  hog  with  dogs, 
and  these  or  the  Phdnsi-PdrdheeSy  contenting  them- 
selves with  snaring  peacocks,  partridges,  antelope 
and  suchlike,  cleverly  managed  by  setting  nooses 
or  phdnsi  (whence  their  name,)  strongly  pegged 
into  the  ground  where  game  abounded,  and  made 
of  catgut.      I  have  watched  these  indefatigable 
trappers  driving  antelope  most  patiently,  imper- 
ceived  and  by  slow  degrees,  towards   the   snares 
planted  across  the  track  or  circuit  a  herd  would  be 
wont  to  follow,  and  only  when  closely  approached 
to  the  forelaid  ground,  would  the  stealthy  beaters 
urge  the  timid  lot  to  a  quicker  pace,  and  anon,  by 
shouts    and   openly  showing   themselves,  to    con- 
sternation and  wilder  flight,  the  hallooing  gener- 
ally ending  in  three  or  four  head  of  deer  bein? 
helplessly   caught    by   their    feet    and    eiitaiiirltM.1 
among  the  staked-do\^^l   meshes.     Equally  clever 
are  they  in  circumventing  jachtls,     Wraj^ped  up 
or  encased  in  a  jackal  skin  and  ])rovided  with  a 
stout  short  club,  one    of   them  lying  out,  will  nt 
nightfall  answer  the  challenge    call   of   the  male 
jackal    with    a    similar    characteristic    j)roloTiiroil 
counter   yelp    or    re-echo  most   exactly  imitated. 
This  forthwith  brings  up  the  unsuspecting  champion 
to  avenge  the  vaunt,  and  not  a  moment  is  lost  in 
beginning   the   provoked  encounter,  i)receded    I>y 
angry  snarls  on  either  side,  both  real  and  the  jre- 
tended,    whereupon    the    bold    but    cozened    true 
jackal,    is    forthwith    dexterously   cudirolled    ainl 
slain.     The  latter  or  iV<(//^s/-i^//•(/A(;v^f  are  the  ]»roio- 
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types  of  the  other  section  of  the  tribe.  They  are 
shikarees  pure  and  peaceable  :  not  so  the  other  lot  or 
**  Pardhees,**  who  under*  the  cloak  of  their  being 
also  hunters,  affect  when  taken  up,  to  be  the 
same  inoffensive  people.  Their  sport,  however, 
is  large  game,  for  the  ostensible  purposes  of 
pursuing  which  they  possess  themselves  with 
swords  and  spears  and  matchlocks,  and,  further 
to  mystify  and  confute  research  or  inquiry,  they 
reside  mostly  in  villages  and  engage  themselves  as 
village  watchmen  and  night  guards.  But  all  this 
is  only  their  exoteric  habit  and  their  ruse,  their 
secret  practice  being  to  commit  gang  robbery,  in 
following  which  they  are  both  bold  and  enterprising. 
They  do  not  rob  at  any  very  remote  distances  from 
their  homes,  although  going  sometimes  a  long  way 
for  the  purpose,  and  they  are  not  generally  thought 
to  rob  with  open  violence,  yet  rob  in  a  manner  so 
nearly  bordering  upon  it,  that  a  very  slight  change 
of  circumstances  or  position,  converts  them  into 
veritable  dacoits.  At  their  villages  the  so-called 
Pdrdhees  are  known  also  as  TdkinkcirSy  from  their 
farther  ostensible  occupation  of  mending  and 
pointing  mill-stones,  by  their  going  about  in  toivns 
and  villages  offering  to  do  which,  they  obtain 
information  of  places  for  future  plunder.  These 
people  are  to  be  met  with  chiefly  in  the  Berars, 
in  Khandeish,  and  the  Moghullai  or  Nizam's  terri- 
tory. Higher  up  in  India  they  may  be  recognized 
as  identical  with  the  race  called  Boivreas  in  Marwdr 
and  in  the  Saharunpoor  and  Delhi  districts,  and 
with  the    Bdgrees    of    Malwa ;     both    confirmed 
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dacoits  in  those  regions  and  frequently  coming 
within  our  operations.  The  "  Pdrdhees,"  then, 
are  often  formidable  robbers  of  the  professional 
order.  Their  common  way,  however,  of  efEecting 
an  entrance  into  a  place  marked  for  plunder,  is, 
by  means  of  long  single  bamboos  or  poles  with 
short  sticks  tied  across  them  and  projecting  on 
either  side,  to  scale  the  loftiest  walls  and  places, 
and  thus  be  enabled  to  reach  and  force  closed  or 
blocked-up  doors  and  windows  the  least  thought  of 
or  distrusted  by  the  inmates  by  reason  of  their 
very  loftiness.  I  had  only  lately  established  a 
sub-agency  of  the  Department  in  West  Berar,  with 
head-quarters  at  AJcolahy  with  the  "  Hydrabad 
Assigned  Districts "  comprehended  in  what  is 
territorially  designated  the  BerarSy  for  its  circle  of 
supervision.  The  officer  appointed  to  the  charge 
of  it  (Captain  T.  Davies,)  was  what  was  called 
a  ''Local  Officer"  in  the  service  of  JI.II.  tlie 
Nizam,  and  he  was  also  the  police  officer  of  the 
district,  not  at  all  deficient  in  energy,  as  will  ])e 
seen,  and  from  education  and  local  associations 
thoroughly,  by  birth,  conversant  with  native  ways, 
and  very  well  qualified  for  the  duty  under  watch- 
ful supervision.  I  have  had  the  assistance  ut 
three  or  four  such  gentlemen  from  time  to  time, 
and  have  found  them  very  useful  under  ])ropt.r 
control,  the  tendency  otherwise  being,  froin 
liabit  and  training,  to  drift  into  native  rf'rsnfih't;,  s, 
and  to  adopt  means  of  procedure  not  always  '.. 
rn/lr.  Their  intelligence,  properly  directed,  is 
often    remarkable ;    and    their  tractability  when 
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once  bronglit  to  understand  the  full  meaning  of 
complete  devotion  to  orders  betokened  in  the  ex- 
pression jo  hookkuniy   that  shibboleth   of  implicit 
obedience  to  every  command,  can  be  moulded  to  a 
degree  of  eflficiency,  within  certain  bounds,  that 
often  equals  if  it  does  not  excel  that  of  the  more 
exact,  but  not  so  pliable   though   more   zealous 
European  subordinate.     As  secretariat  clerks,  and 
in  other  Government  and  mercantile  offices,  they 
are  invaluable;  although   not   considered  in  the 
latter  employment  to  be  generally  so  cute  or  intelli- 
gent, and  perhaps  not  so  patiently  diligent,  as  the 
Bengalee  BaboOy  the  Madras  Gentoo  clerk,  or  the 
Bombay  Purboo.     They  are,  on  the  whole,  though 
a  most  useful,  somewhat  a  dilettante  lot. — Captain 
Davies  when  taking  up  the  new  duty  was  supplied 
from  my  office  with  lists  of  the  criminals  regis- 
tered by  us  as  dacoits  belonging  to  the  several 
classes  infesting  Berar  and  contiguous  territory. 
They  included  the  names,  parentage,  etc.,  of  as 
many  as  ninety^tkree  Pardhees  against  whom  there 
was  sufficient  information  to  warrant  their  arrest, 
beside  Tdkinkdrs  of  the  genus  "  Pardhee,"  Kolhd- 
tees  and  other  banded  classes  residing  in  and  about 
Berar,  numbering  in  like  manner /rowi  290  to  300 
me».     He  had   come  to   EUichapoor,   the   proper 
capital  of  Berar,  situated  on  the  high  ground  of  the 
Ajuntee  range,  and  had  alighted  with  some  of  his 
establishment  inside  of  that  town.     At  an  early 
hour  of   that  night,  shouts  were  heard  as  of  a 
dacoitie,    proceeding   from   outside   of    the  town 
walls.      Word  was   hurriedly  brought  in  that   a 
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jDJ»ooiti«   jpj^jjy  endowed  Durgah^  the  shrine  of  one  Bahmdn 
PMheer  QqUi  a  local  saint,  located  without  the  town,  was 

on  tk  ' 

Uomiim,    under  attack  from  a   band  of  robbers.      Davies 
promptly  proceeded  to  the  spot,  but  found  that  the 
dacoits  had  already  left  it  with  their  booty.     This 
consisted  not  only  of  several  gildfs^  those  beauti- 
fully brocaded  green  silken  coverings  which  are 
devoutly  spread  over  the  tombs  of  reputed  holy 
men  and  of  princes,  but  of  a  large  quantity  of 
eiLver  plating  which  the  robbers  had,   as   sacri- 
legiously, peeled  and  torn  off  from  the  massive 
wooden  doors  leading  into  the  shrine.     They  had 
obtained  entrance  into  the  place  by  climbing  an 
extemporized  ladder,  formed  from  the  described 
single  bamboo  pole  with  short  stepping-sticks  or 
rungs  fastened  across  it,  up  to  a  high  and  long- 
blocked-up  window,  through  which  they  quickly 
effected  an  aperture,  and  so  had  passed  down  into 
the   sanctuary.     This    mode   of    access    at    once 
indicated    that    Fdrdhees    had     been     at    work. 
The  robbers  fled    across  the  open  country,  some 
doubling . back   into  the    town.      Davies  at   once 
rode  out  six  miles  to  where  he  knew  some  Par- 
dhees  resided,   and  there  he  found  some  of  the 
plundered  silver  lining   and   silk    coverlets,   and 
arrested  two  men  of  that  tribe,  both   rcfjisfrreil  in 
his  lists.     He  thereupon  carried  out  a  sustained 
pursuit  and  research,  and  succeeded    during  that 
night  and   the   following   day,   in    capturing  the 
entire    gang    with   a  single   exception,     and    in 
recovering  also  the  whole  of  the  plundered  silver 
plating,  found  buried  here  and  there  in  a  field,  in 
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weight  quite  two  mamids,  or  one  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds  of  sheets  of  silver.  All  the  prisoners  ' 
were  convicted  and  sentenced  to  transportation. 
It  was  supposed  that  some  Moajdwirs,  permanent 
servants  of  the  shrine,  were  implicated — ^an  accu- 
sation I  received  with  caution,  distrusting  that  they 
conld  assent  to  the  robbery  of  their  own  place  of 
worship.  It  had  at  this  period  been  contemplated 
by  Sir  John  Lawrence,  to  abolish  the  Berar  sub- 
agency.  I  had  indeed  received  orders  to  dis- 
member it,  on  the  ground  that  the  suppression 
of  professional  criminals  should  be  left,  ^^  as  in 
British  districts,'*  to  the  action  of  the  local  police, 
which  in  Berar  had  then  lately  been  considerably 
augmented.  "  Berar,"  officially  designated  the  Borar, 
Hydrabad  Assigned  Districts,  had  in  the  opinion  of 
some,  been  looked  upon  as,  and  indeed  been  called, 
"  the  peaceful  valley,"  and  not  the  Alsatia  it  was  in 
point  of  fact  found  to  be.  The  necessity  for  an 
increased  police  force  in  it  was,  very  soon  after  its 
surrender  to  British  administration,  declared  to  be 
indispensable,  owing  to  the  continued  excesses  com- 
mitted throughout  it.  Our  own  special  Thuggee 
sub-agency  was  only  a  small  auxiliary  element, 
introduced  as  a  tentative  measure  to  the  same  end  ; 
but  the  occasion  of  the  plunder  of  the  above  holy 
shrine  and  our  action  in  detecting  it,  gave  me  the 
opportunity  to  say  with  reference  to  the  order 
for  its  abolition,  that  I  had  been  sanguine  that  the 
dacoities  of  a  systematized  nature  in  Berar  and 
Ehandeish,  where  so  many  heavy  robberies  the 
deed  of  professional  dacoits  had  taken  place,  would 
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gradually  be  brought  to  ligbt  by  the  special  de* 
partment,  and  the  offenders  eventually  arrested ; 
information  of  the  perpetrators  was  being  obtained, 
and  I  was  engaged  in  following  it  up  when  I 
received  the  order  abolishing  the  sub-agency ;  it 
had  then  only  very  recently  been  established  by 
me  in  concurrence  with  the  wishes  of  the  Resident 
at  Hydrabad,  the  high  officer  who  administered  the 
Assigned  Districts ;  cost  very  litUe  ;  and ''  I  should 
have  been  very  glad  had  it  pleased  G-ovemment  to 
allow  it  to  exist  for  some  little  time  longer,  as  I 
required  co-operation  in  that  quarter  in  the  scheme 
of  our  general  operations,  for  it  linked  the  special 
agencies  for  the  Rajpootanah  and  Central  India 
States  with  that  for  H.H.  the  Nizam's  territories, 
and  afforded  a  direct  supervision  over  the  pro- 
ceedings'of  professional  criminals  in  the  direction 
of  the  Central  Provinces  on  the  one  side  and  of 
the  Bombay  Presidency  on  the  other,  a  gap  which, 
under  existing  arrangements,  will  not,  I  fear,  bo 
easily  filled  up,  it  being  the  practice  of  the  police 
of  British  territory,  to  act  iDdependently  and 
exclusively  upon  their  own  areas  only " — our 
action  on  the  other  hand,  not  being  confined  to 
jurisdictional  limits,  but  being  general.  This 
remonstrance  resulted  in  my  being  authorized  to 
send  off  s,  dear-the'line  telegram  countermanding 
the  measure  of  abolition  !  The  said  sub-agency  was 
subsequently,  however,  merged  into  the  much  larger 
and  more  extended  one  lately  established  by  me  at 
Jalnah  under  Captain  Ward,  andDavies,  who  was 
an  old  Local  Officer,  was  retired  on  a  pension  from 
the  Xizam's  Government. 
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\PosUscriptum,  1889. — ^Referring   to  the   B^^ar^^^^^ 
field  of  operations  after  the  above,  I  here  quote  of  the 
what  I  reported  of  its  criminal  condition  a  year 
subsequently  (1868  :) — 

"  It  was  noteworthy  in  respect  to  the  Hydrabad 
Assigfned  Districts,  that  the  crime  of  dacoitie  there 
has  considerably  decreased.  The  large  amount  of 
treasure  that  was  constantly  conveyed  into  that 
province  by  railway  from  Bombay,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cotton,  excited  the  cupidity  of  those  bands 
of  robbers  from  foreign  territory  {Meenas  ami  Eha- 
tares,)  who,  always  on  the  look-out  for  booty,  were 
particularly  in  the  habit  of  plundering  convoys  of 
treasure  in  various  parts  of  India.  The  escorts 
employed  being  always  slender  and  the  local  police 
below  par,  the  succession  of  heavy  robberies  soon 
took  place,  which  staggered  the  Berar  and  Khan- 
desh  authorities,  by  the  atrocity  with  which  they 
were  sometimes  attended,  and  dismayed  the  con- 
signees, but  which  scarcely,  in  that  period  of  specu- 
lation and  mania,  deterred  purchasers  from  sending 
fresh  supplies  of  money  both  in  bulhon  and  specie, 
with  which  to  buy  up  the  precious  commodity.  It 
was  the  spectacle  of  the  impunity  with  which  those 
professed  robbers  escaped  with  their  rich  booties 
into  their  own  country,  that  soon  caused  local 
criminal  organizations  to  spring  up  and  to  produce 
that  constant  recurrence  of  general  dacoitie  in 
Berar,  which  created  such  serious  notice  and  led 
the  Government  of  India  to^  adopt  a  speedy  and  a 
sore  remedy.  The  local  police  force  being  doubled 
and  the  European  superintendence  over  it  consider- 
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ably  augmented,  the  crime  at  once  collapsed  and  the 
foreign  element  was  expelled  by  which  principally 
it  had  been  sustained.  Dacoits  from  Bajpootanah, 
hitherto  allured  by  so  much  wealth,  the  transfer 
of  which  to  themselves  had  been  so  easy  a  process, 
but  to  whom  only  it  had  become  a  habit  to  ascribe 
almost  every  robbery,  were  now  driven  to  seek 
some  other  field,  scarcely  however ^  so  much  through 
any  example  which  had  been  made  of  them  in  Berar^ 
the  result  of  local  police  action  (for  but  four  men 
of  their  number  would  appear  to  have  been  con- 
victed through  the  agency  of  the  augmented 
Berar  Police,  of  whom  one  only  was  hanged,)  as 
through  the  measures  of  prevention  locally  pre- 
sented by  an  increased  and  more  efficient  police 
organization,  and  by  treasure  being  now  escorted 
by  the  police  itself,  as  well  as  by  the  checks 
placed  upon  the  movements  of  the  robbers  in 
Native  States,  through  the  agency  of  the  auxiliary 
Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  Department.  But,  as  was 
promised  by  me  at  the  time  {vide  supra^)  the  jier- 
petrators  of  those  treasure  dacoities  are  being 
gradually  accounted  for  by  this  Department,  result- 
ing from  the  general  measures  adopted  by  it  for 
their  suppression." 

And  again,  yet  a  year  later  (1809,)  I  further 
reported  :  "  The  influence  the  dacoits  possess 
{the  Meena  RhatoreSj)  prevents  any  very  honest  or 
hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  different 
Durbars  with  the  endeavours  of  this  Department 
for  their  efEectual  suppression,  the  best  that  can  be 
said  of  the  "  co-operation  "  of  Native  Rulers  them- 
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selves,  being,  that  they  give  a  languid  assent  only 
to  what  is  involuntarily  conceded  by  them.     No 
Boryeillance    suflBciently    strict    to     enable    local 
authorities  to  account,  when  required  to  do  so,  for 
the  movements  of  individuals  of  the  tribe,  is  exer- 
cised even  in  the  particular  British  district  (Shajan- 
poor  of  Goorgaon)  in  which  Meenas  mostly  reside 
{vide  pp.  317,  327,  vol.  i.,)  much  less  in  Native  States, 
in  which  any  account  of  them  at  all  is  unwillingly 
given,  and  then  only  in  an  unreliable  or  involved 
form.     The  special  department  being  thus  left  to 
itself,  has  to  rely  mainly  upon  its  own  exertions 
and  upon  what  it  can  work  out.    If,  therefore,  I  was 
sanguine,  as  I  had  promised,*  that  the  robberies  •  7^^  p^ 
which    they  had   committed   in   various  parts  of  ^^^• 
the  country,  and  particularly  in   Berar  and  Khan- 
deish,  would  be  traced  out  by  us  and  the  tribe  be 
vigorously    pursued,     the     statements     herewith 
submitted    will     afford    some    proof    that    those 
expectations  have  been  realized,   and  that  almost 
every  one  of  the  heavy  treasure  dacoities  in  Berar^ 
which  created  so  much  anxiety  at  the  time  and 
led   Government  to   increase  so  considerably  the 
police  force  of  the  Hydrabad  Assigned  Districts, 
besides  many  more  of  occurrence  in  other  parts  of 
India    of  which   no   clue   had   hitherto   been   ac- 
quired, have  indeed  been  duly  traced  by  the  Depart^ 
Wkent  under  my  control  and  been  brought  home  to  these 
feople.     I  would  dwell  upon  this  result  as  the  more 
ntisfactory,  from  the  fact  that  while  the  arrange- 
'  ments  by  which  the  strength  of  the  Berar  local 
police  was  so  considerably  augmented  and  placed 
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under  bo  improred  and  00  inereased  an  European 
auperintendence,  served,  as  miglit  have  been  ex- 
pectedy  to  pnt  down  Iceial  criminal  organizations, 
and  to  prevent  (as  they  were  calcnlated  to  do,) 
the  incursions  into  the  province  of  the  bands  of 
plunderers  from  Bajpootanah  by  whom  these 
districts  used  to  be  so  frequently  visited,  no  actual 
detection  or  punishment  of  any  of  the  latter  on  the 
part  of  the  local  police  took  place,  except  m  two  only 
instances,  as  was  submitted  in  my  previous  Report 
*  Fidfp.  (convictions  four,  one  hanged.)*  If  it  should  be 
^^^  so,  then  the  operations  of  this  Department,  by 
which  they  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  gradu- 
ally brought  to  justice,  have  perhaps,  been 
productive  of  some  beneficial  results.    *  Thou  abt 

OF  MOEB   MIGHT  THAN  ilHB  HILLS  OF  THE  BOBBEBS '  WaS 

an  apt  illustration  of  the  terror  an  organized 
banditti  could  inspire  from  their  retreats  in  the 
unexplored  recesses  of  an  unsupervised  and  ill- 
governed  country  :  *  The  first  enemy,*  which  one 
such  lawless  band  was  described  in  another 
allegorical  account  to  have  encountered,  *  was  that 
of  sleep,'  ®  as  pertinently  showed  that  it  was  only 

•  '*  See  Sfieik  Sadi's  pretty  story  in  the  Gulistan,  of  the  fatal 
leniency  advocated  by  a  Vizier  in  behalf  of  a  gang  of  da- 
coits  who  from  their  refuge  in  some  hills  afflicted  the  people 
in  the  plains.  They  had  retreated  with  a  rich  booty  to  their 
fastness  in  the  hills,  and,  fatigued,  had  fallen  asleep,  when  the 
King's  Nvjjeehif  as  we  might  here  call  them,  feU  U[K)n  and 
captured  them.  Taken  before  the  Ruler  of  the  country,  he 
directed  their  decapitation.  Whereupon  his  old  Vizier  interceded 
in  behalf  of  one  of  their  number  on  account  of  his  youth.  The 
Monarch's  reply  was,  that  the  lad  was  horn  a  robber ;  but  the 
Minister  urged  that  he  was  not  yet  a  hardened  daeoit  The  youth 
was  handed  oyer  to  the  Vizier  for  the  experiment  of  reforming 
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by  their  neglect  of  ordinary  precautions  that  they 
could  be  overcome  or  suppressed.  The  measures 
then  of  the  British  Government,  by  which  they 
are  both  hunted  to  their  fastnesses,  or  are  made 
powerless  for  mischief  in  them,  would  show 
that,  asleep  or  uot,  retreat  into  their  hills  and 
wilds,  does  not  afford  them  that  refuge  which  of 
old  furnished  the  figure  that  by  Omnipotence  only 
could  they  he  brought  /ori?."] 

2&th  Jidy,  Simlah. — In  India  we  talk  of  the 
prospect  of  an  expedition  to  Abyssinia,  now  im- 
minent ;  and  at  home  the  question  is  whether 
France  will  wage  war  with  Juarez  of  Mexico  for 
the  "murder  "  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian. 

Referring  to  the  case  of  my  friend  GoorulOy  the 
Kmrulgee  banker,  in  connection  with  the  dacoitie 
at  Gokak  {vide  p.  197,)  I  to-day  looked  over  the 
record  in  another  equally  murderous  outrage  com- 
mitted by  the  same  class  of  depredators  under 
another  Naik  or  leader  in  the  same  neighbour- 
hood about  fifteen  months  previously.  "  Dacoitie," 
as  understood  in  Upper  India,  and  commonly 
spoken  of,  used  not  then  to  be  admitted  to  exist 
or  take  place  in  Bombay  or  Madras  territory,  and 
the  suppresision  of  that  crime  had  not  then  yet 
been   superadded    to  my   duties    as    the    special 

him,  but  whose  head  he,  by-and-by  cut  off,  and  then  escaped 
to  hifl  people !  It  was  as  criminal  *  to  belong  to  a  gang  of 
dacoits'  as  to  have  'committed  dacoitie/  was  as  mnch  that 
Bovereign's  principle,  as  it  is  that  of  the  Government  of  India ; 
while  that  of  the  ill-fated  Vizier  was  the  same  sympathy  op 
hesitation  which  leads  so  many  of  onr  judicial  officers  to  pass 
lenient  sentences  upon  such  uffcuders."] 
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Thuggee  Officer  for  the  Bombay  Circle.  For 
whenever  urged  by  me  that  it  was  committed, 
even  down  Bombay  or  Madras,  and  that,  too,  by 
organized  cUicoits  as  much  banded  together  for  the 
purpose  as  any  infesting  Upper  India,  I  would  be 
told  to  go  io  Hindogta/n  ''if  you  want  to  find 
'  dacoits '  I  "  Its  suppression  had  not  then,  there- 
fore, been  extended  to  myself,  and  it  was  only  on 
my  persistent  representations,  and  on  the  Governor 
of  Bombay  of  the  period.  Sir  George  Clerk,  a 
Bengal  civilian,  discerning  that  the  cases  of  then 
recent  occurrence  in  the  Southern  Mahratta  coun- 
try, and  particularly  that  at  Oudduc  (the  musk 
case),  which  I  had,  as  I  have  said,  personally 
followed  up  and  detected  (vide  p.  158,)  bore  all 
the  features  of  ''  professional  dacoitie "  as  com- 
mitted in  Upper  India,  where  he  had  served,  that 
the  new  duty  was  entrusted  to  me,  and  I  received 
a  carte  blanche  to  proceed  against  the  perpetrators. 
For  the  present  were  not  the  only  cases,  nor  the 
Daooities  KhuvjuTS  the  Only  offenders  who  committed  dacoitie 
ras^^"  in  Southern  India.  I  had  traced  back  the  expedi- 
Mj^ras  tions  of  the  latter  tribe  even  to  Madras  and  to  the 
Bombay  Nizam's  territories  (notably  a  case  at  Oopica  Ellore 
near  Masulipatam)  ;  at  Boldrum  near  Secunder- 
abad ;  in  the  military  cantonments  at  Jaluah  on  the 
treasure  chest,  resembling  the  similar  affair  at  Sho- 
lapore  lately  described  (p.  101 ;)  at  iKe//ar// (Madras,) 
and  on  Bombay  ground  at  Meernj ;  at  Dhoolia 
on  the  military  chest ;  in  the  camp  bazaars  of  Sir 
Thomas  Munro  when  in  the  field,  both  at  KnUndtjhee 
and  at  Sholapore ;  of  Sir  James  Keir  when  invest- 
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ing  the  fort  of  Bairee  near  Vingoria  on  the  western 
coast ;  and  of  a  reinforcement  of  troops  from  Madras 
when  inarching  under  Colonel  Dowse  through  the 
Arnboolie  Pass  near  Belgaum  ;  as  well  as  at  DJibonsee 
of  Dhdrwdr  on  some  merchants  when  alighted  for 
the  night  with  their  goods  close  to  a  police  station.; 
and  other  places  far  and  near,  all  of  remoter  dates, 
the  perpetrators  of  which  had  hitherto  remained 
unknown ;)  and  I  was  further  able  to  discover  and 
report  upon  the  habits  as  dacoits  of  several  other 
classes  of  robbers  and  criminals  by  profession,  par- 
ticularly of  the  KhaikareeSy  a  tribe  presumably  of  mat 
and  basket  weavers,  who,  under  various  denomina- 
tions, were  found  broadcast  throughout  Bombay  and 
Madras  territory  and  the  Deccan  generally,  prac- 
tising dacoitie,  their  secret  occupation  {vide  pp.  347, 
350,  vol.  i.  and  pp.  73, 166,  vol.  ii.)  At  the  period 
indicated,  the  discovery  of  the  Gokdk  case  (p.  197,) 
was  one  only  of  a  string  of  disclosed  robberies 
following  upon  my  action  in  arresting  the  Gudduc 
gang  (p.  168.)  That  information  led  up,  one  after 
another,  to  all  the  other  cases,  of  which  promi- 
nently a  dacoitie  at  Bhagidkotey  the  case  adverted 
to,  was  another  very  atrocious  example.  I  take 
it  from  my  papers  of  the  period.  It  was  com- 
mitted upon  the  premises  of  a  very  thriving  firm 
of  native  bankers,  and  the  leader  of  the  gang  was 
the  same  Kmikia  Naik  who  afterwards  perpetrated 
the  robbery  at  Gudduc  (p.  158.)  He  took,  as 
usual,  some  rupees  of  another  currency  to  the 
place  marked  down  for  plunder,  and  inquired  of 
the  Shroff,  at  what  rate  he  would  discount  it  for 
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locally  current  coin,  bnt  being  offered  less  on  the 
transaction  than  the  dacoit  pretended  was  enough, 
he  purposely  '^set    up  an  altercation"  with  the 
banker,  who  haggled  for  a  bargain  of  a  few*  cop- 
pers less  on  the  rupee,  than  the  robber  declared 
he  would  consent  to.     On  the  latter  pretending  at 
length  to  be  satisfied,  the  shroff  opened  one  of  the 
rooms  in  the  verandah  where  he  had  been  seated, 
and  brought  out  from  it  a  bag  of  money,  and  from 
it  counted  out  the  exchange  agreed  upon.     Thus 
the  stranger  knew  the  particular  room  that  should 
be  broken  into.     Some  evenings  subsequently,  a 
gang  of  robbers  roshed,  with  a  lighted  torch,  into 
the  premises  at  the  usual  Khnnjur  hour  of  night- 
fall.   The  Sahoocar  was  an  aged  man — his  nume- 
rous clerks  rose  up  and  fled  instinctively,  but  he 
got  up  and  stood  against  the  door  of  that  money- 
room  to  guard  it  from  plunder,  and  he  was  there- 
upon at  once  speared,  and  his  young   grandson 
also,  who,  on  hearing  the  old  man's  heavy  groans, 
had  sprung  to  his  assistance  from  an  inner  aj)art- 
ment ;  another  man  was  speared  dead  outside  of 
the  premises,  and  four  more  received  bad  spear 
wounds.     The  robbers  got  away  with  their  booty 
to  their  distant  rendezvous  scot  free.    The  plunder 
consisted  of  a  lot  of  gold  twist  (Jadldbid,)  hanl 
cash,  and  other  valuables  to   the  extent  of  Ouuu 
rupees.     The  gang,   all  told,  consisted  of  eleven 
men    only,   of   whom    only   five   were   Khunjurs. 
Being  at  the  moment  short  of  hands,  the  leader 
had  supplemented  his  Khunjurs  with  a  small  quota 
of  Lumhdnee  robbers  encamped  in  the  neighbour- 
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hood  of  his  own  tanda.  As  stated  in  the  Gudduc 
case  (p.  158,)  the  entire  gang,  identical  in  both 
cases,  Khunjnrs  and  Lumbanees,  was  arrested 
under  my  personal  conduct  and  tried  and  con- 
yicted.  Two  of  the  number  were  upon  my  com- 
mittals for  this  and  the  subsequent  business  at 
Gudduc,  hanged  at  Dharwar.  They  both  were 
very  desperate  characters,  and  had  always  taken 
life  on  every  occasion  of  dacoitie  in  which  they 
had  engaged,  from  their  earliest  career.  One  of 
them  was  the  man  who  mercilessly  killed  the 
young  lad  who  had,  as  above,  rushed  out  to  help 
his  aged  grandfather.  I  will  append  hereafter 
what  I  reported  of  the  state  of  the  country  at  this 
period,  and  on  the  subject  of  this  dacoitie  at 
Bhagulkote  particularly. 

[Po8t'8criptum. — The   following  is    here    intro-  The  state 
duced  from  the  Report  adverted  to  : — "  An   in-  Country 
habitant  of  the  tract  of  country  that  formed  the  Bri^nd- 
beat  or  dacoit  ^preserve  appropriated  by  the  two*^®' 
leaders,  Bdlia  and  Nad  Toohja^  has  in  the  proceed- 
ings in  that  case,  in  speaking  of  the  dangerous 
character  of  these  dacoits,  declared  :  *  I  swear  by 
hhwur^  that  what  I  have  stated  is  truth ;  but  should 
these  people  be  informed  of  it,  and  at  any  time  be 
released  and  come  back,  they  will  revenge  them- 
selves upon  us  and  ruin  us,  and  I  mention  this  to 
the  Sircar  that  precautions  may  be  taken  against 
them  to  enable  the  ryots  to  live  out  of  fear  '*  (the 
probability  of  their  release  by  the  Appellate  Court 
had  been  rumoured.)     "  Another  in  the  same  case 
declared  that  these  dacoits  ^  were  always  moving 
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about  in  liarvest  time,  plundering  the  fields,  the 
oultivators,  from  dread  of  their  revengeful  charac- 
ter, refraining  from  complaints  against  them/ 
adding  that  since  the  arrest  of  so  many  of  them, 
'  no  one's  house  was  now  robbed,  everyone  living 
at  ease.'  Another  declared  the  robbers  were 
'always  eating,  and  drinking,  and  squabbling— 
never  labouring — ^their  women  extorting  grain 
from  the  cultivators  through  the  fear  the  tribe 
was  held  in/  In  the  same  case  the  approver 
Bheema  has  detailed  how,  because  a  ryot,  to  pre- 
vent one  of  their  women  from  carrying  away  the 
ears  of  com  she  had  been  pilfering  from  his  field, 
had  snatched  away  a  blanket  from  one  of  them, 
the  act  was  'taken  to  heart,'  a  gang  was  as- 
sembled at  night,  the  entire  threshing-floor  plun- 
dered, and  that  man's  life  taken. 

'*  And  although  represented  by  me  (speaking  of 
Khaikarees  more  particularly,)  not  to  be  a  part 
of  the  system  of  the  local  dacoits  of  this  Presidency 
to  design  murder,  their  outrages  have,  as  my 
proceedings  amply  testify,  been  attended  with 
violence  and  bloodshed,  and  often  with  murder. 

"Plundered  parties,  crowding  my  court,  have 
reiterated  the  statements  already  on  the  records 
of  the  local  police  magistrates,  of  the  sudden 
rushing  into  their  houses  in  the  dead  of  night, 
of  fierce  men  with  mu£3ed  faces,  or  daubed  with 
streaks  of  paint,  holding  lighted  torches,  and 
armed  with  swords  or  bludgeons  ;  of  the  remorse- 
less rapine  they  committed ;  of  terrified  wives 
and  daughters  with  lacerated  ears   and  nostrils, 
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injured  wrists  and  ankles ;  of  affrighted  old  men 
and  women,  and  younger  men  with  broken  heads, 
or  sore  from  blows  and  buffets ;  of  doors  and 
windows  broken  down  ;  closets  and  boxes  laid 
open  and  gutted ;  rooms  rifled ;  their  household 
gods  desecrated,  their  sanctities  invaded,  and 
themselves  ruined,  often  past  redemption,  by 
ruthless  scoundrels,  whose  only  excuse  for  such 
acts  has  been,  that  such  was  their  profession !  No 
succour  at  hand,  the  village  guardians  concealing 
themselves,  the  neighbours  mute  and  in  the  deep- 
est awe — they,  in  terror,  had  to  succumb  to  the 
outrage  and  every  indignity,  uncared  for — till  the 
noise  of  shouts  and  musket-shots,  the  sounding  of 
conchs  and  drums,  and  the  bombastic  entree  into 
the  premises  of  the  village  authorities  now  come  to 
assist  them,  made  them  feel  some  assm'ance  of  the 
robbers  being  reaUy  gone,  and  themselves  left 
alive ! 

**  In  the  Bhagiill'ote  gang  robbery  (the  deed  of 
Kunkia's  gang,)  the  owner  of  the  house,  a  rich 
banker,  but  a  feeble  and  aged  man,  being  speared 
by  a  dacoit,  a  young  lad,  his  grandson  and  heir, 
rushed  forward  to  hold  up  the  murdered  man  : — 
*  Fifty  rupees  for  you  over  your  share  if  you  kill 
him  1*  cried  out  the  Naik  of  the  gang  to  one  of 
the  bandits,  and  the  lad  was  slain  on  the  spot !  A 
nephew  succeeded  to  the  estate — two  of  the  dacoits 
were  hanged — the  house  was  one  day  found  m 
flames  and  was  burnt  to  the  ground — the  nephew 
soon  after  died  after  a  short  illness.  The  hus- 
bandless   survivors,   forbidden   by   their  laws  to 
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re-marry,  and  without  any  male  heir,  are  now  the 
sole  representatives  of  the  once  flourishing-  firm  ! 

"  In  the  case  of  the  Kulliilm'.  gang  robbery  (by 
Khaikarees,)  the  plundered  party  declared  that  the 
robbers  '  essayed  in  vain  to  withdraw  from  the 
wrists  of  his  son  (a  young  lad,)  a  pair  of  silver 
bracelets ' — a  dacoit  thereupon  suggested  that  . 
the  boy's  hands  should  be  lopped  off;  another, 
that  his  anus  should  be  broken ;  a  knife  was 
produced,  and  the  ruffians  prepared  to  do  the 
deed,  but  again  endeavoured  to  get  the  bracelets 
off  by  other  means — 'they  dragged  and  pulled  at 
them,  and  then  tried  by  applying  oil ;  nest  they 
rubbed  both  arms  over  with  rice-husks,  and  at 
last  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the  coveted 
ornaments,  but  only  after  they  had  excoriated  and 
lacerated  the  poor  lad's  hands.'  They  similarly 
treated  a  little  boy  in  (he  Buigeera  dacoitie  (by 
Khaikarees,)  and  in  the  same  way  a  young  girl  in 
a  gang  robbery  in  the  Tanna  CoUectorate  ;  and  in 
a  dacoitie  at  Hutnee,  they  were  on  the  point  of 
'  chopping  off '  the  feet  of  another  young  girl  in 
order  to  gain  poeseasion  of  a  pair  of  silver  chain 
anklets,  but  only  desisted  on  being  implored  by 
her  mother  to  refrain. 

"  For  such  acts  of  pillage,  too,  it  has  been 
exemplified  that  others  than  the  guilty  parties  have 
suffered  {vide  footnotej  p.  203.) 

"It  will  have  been  perceived  likewise,  frequently 
in  the  cases  sent  up  by  me  for  trial,  that  the  terror 
has  been  certified,  which  the  people  of  the  districts 
generally  have  been  relieved  from   by  tlie   pro- 
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ceedings  of  this  special  department  against  these 
robbers  : — *  People  are  now  able  to  sleep,*  says 
one  man  in  a  case  now  under  preparation  ;  another, 
that  *  while  the  robbers  were  at  large  they  in- 
spired great  fear,  no  one  knowing  what  they 
might  not  be  about ;  but  that  now  no  robberies 
took  place,  and  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  were 
at  ease.' 

"  Though  such  has  been  the  testimony  borne  to 
the  feeling  of  security  evinced  while  the  operations 
against  the  dacoits  proceeded,  on  the  other  hand 
there  was  much  alarm  spread  everywhere  when  it 
became  known  that  several  of  them  had  been 
acquitted  by  the  judges  of  the  Higher  Court : 
*  Since '  (reports  a  police  Amildar  in  a  case  now 
pending,)  *  the  operations  of  the  Thuggee  Agency 
against  the  Khaikaree  tribe,  his  district  had  en- 
joyed much  prosperity,  the  ryots  being  happy, 
and,  excepting  that  they  were  aware  of  the  people 
of  certain  villages  having  been  in  concert  with 
those  robbers,  there  had  been  no  fears  any^vhere ; 
but  that  now,  owing  to  the  rumour  that  several  of 
the  robbers  had  been  set  at  large,  people  had  again 
begun  to  be  alarmed,'  and  that  if  I  would  ^  but 
take  some  effectual  measures  against  the  tribe,  it 
would  tend  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  ryots,  as 
a  proof  of  the  regard  for  them  on  the  part  of 
Government.*  "  ® 

•  P.S.,  1889. — This  referred  to  an  order  then  recently  received 
from  the  Superior  Court  for  the  release  of  some  twentj-four  to 
thirty  dacoits,  who,  on  committal  from  myself  for  trial,  had  been 
convicted  and  sentenced  in  a  Regulation  Court.  I  had  them  all 
le-arrested,  one  by  one,  as  they  emerged  from  the  jail  gate,  and 

VOL.   II.  Q 
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27th  July. — ^A  time  back,  when  there  was  a  dearth 
of  Sepoys  and  a  requirement  put  forth  for  their 
exclusive  services  for  strictly  military    purposes 
under  the  new  organization  of  the  Native  Army 
consequent  upon    the  Mutiny,  it   was   ordained, 
jM        among  other  sweeping  changes,  that  they  should 
be  no  longer  required  to  mount  guard  over  jails, 
or  supply  escorts  for  purposes  pertaining  more, 
it  was  declared,  to  the  duty  of  the  Civil  Police  or 
Constabulary  then  lately  formed  in  supersession 
of  the  old  Burkunddz  police  system.     Not  that  the 
Native  Police  were  as  yet  at  all  fit  to  act  as  jail 
warders  as  at  home,  but  because — presto  I — they 
ought  to  be,  and  that  to  supply  jail  guards  was  con- 
sidered in  some  degree  to  derogate  from  ^eprestuje 
that  belonged  to    or  should  surround  the   Native 
soldiery.     By  some,  however,  it  was  thought  that 
this  radical  innovation  in  Sepoy  uses  was  a  return 
to  those  old  pampering  ways  that  had  corru])tLMl 
the  old  Sepoy  Army,  and  had  imbued  them  with  that 
prastorian  arrogance  and  sense  of  their  importance 
which  had  led  them  to  mutiny.     I  hear  on  this 
subject    from    a   friend  to-day,    who    is  both    an 
utilitarian  and  a  financier,  that  those  orders  should 
be  modified  :    they  were,  he  wrote,  all  very  wtll 
during  the  Mutiny  and  the  times  that  immediately 
followed    thereupon,    but    our  Sepoys  should    ht* 
fully  employed  in  time  of  peace  in  the  now  jno- 

st-nt  all  up  for  trial,  upon  fresli  chai^gcs,  uiuler  Act  I.  of  1^40,  t  » 
a  Politico- Criminal  Court,  which  was  a  non-retjulation  ofo.,  iml 
tliev  were  not  only  a^'ain  convicted  and  sentenced,  one  an«l  all.  t.» 
tianspnrtAtion  beyond  seas  for  life,  but  both  conviction  an«l  >«  irniut- 
were  contirmed  by  the  h.K:al  Government  (/•.  p.  130  an  I  fnt'in-ti-.) 
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scribed  duties — what  was  the  use  of  them,  and  why 
should  they  not  be  required  to  do  something  for 
their  pay?  It  was,  he  added,  going  too  far  to  say 
the  practice  destroyed  discipline — they  wouldn't 
fight  any  the  worse,  and  if  they  could  not  fight, 
what  was  the  use  of  them  if  their  services  were  not 
to  be  utilized  when  they  had  nothing  to  do  ?  If, 
too,  they  were  brought  again  upon  the  duties  they 
formerly  were  accustomed  to,  the  police  might 
in  many  districts  be  reduced,  he  thought,  and  State 
expenses  be  reduced,  etc.  In  an  unpublished 
memorandum  of  the  great  Sepoy  Revolt,  written 
in  1858,  I  said  this  voftoniiirj  to  Sepoys,  was  one  of 
the  predisposing  causes  that  had  led  up  to  it :  "  As 
if  not  enough  that  such  indulgences "  (some  of 
which  I  narrated,)  "  should  have  crept  into  the 
service,  it  ensued  that  it  was  considered  *  im- 
politic' to  try  the  patience  of  our  Sepoys  by  letting  Pamper- 
them  come  too  frequently  upon  duty,  and  it  was  sepoyry. 
proposed  to  relieve  them  '  as  much  as  possible 
from  treasure  and  other  escort  duties '  (as  of 
escorting  the  baggage  of  their  European  officers 
while  travelling  on  court-martial  and  other  duties, 
through  robber-infested  regions,  or  on  sick  leave,) 
as  well  as  *  from  duties  of  guard  and  sentinel  at 
the  civil  and  military  stations,'  as  being  *  de.)ft  rue  tire 
of  discipline ' — that  they  should  be  brought  on  duty 

*  but  every  third  or  fourth  day,  except  when 
actually  in  the  presence  of  an   enemy,'   in  orJer 

•  not  to  dHve  hut  to  lead  them '  :  and  it  was  de- 
precated too,  tliat  the  discipline  of  European 
troops  should  be  introduced  among  them,  whether 
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on  the  march  or  in  quarters,  and  advocated,  on 
the  contrary,  to  allow  them  even  a  latitude  in 
foraging  (military  parlance  for  looHng,)  on  the 
ground,  as  stated  in  his  '  Political  Sketches ' 
by  Colonel  Sutherland,  from  which  I  took  up  the 
contention,  that  there  was  '  an  Asiatic  sensitive- 
ness about  and  propriety  in  the  conduct  of  Sepoys, 
which  rendered  the  roughness  and  severity  ob- 
served towards  European  soldiers,  offensive  and 
unnecessary  towards  them  '  !  Hence  Sepoys  be- 
come perfect  hidalgoes  when  abroad.  Their  de- 
mands were/i7»\"  etc.  I  must,  if  I  can  find  time, 
look  over  these  old  papers  and  journals  in  view 
to  furbishing  them  up  for  publication  some  day.' 

'  P.8. — In  a  research  as  to  "  the  hading  eavtft  of  an  event 
productive   if  such  drendful    calamitittB  as  those  we  have  er- 

j«erienc»d  hy  this  great  revolt,"  I  find  myself  further  writing  in 
the  laiif;uiii;e  of  till?  aV'V"  fjuohd  "  rolitiral  Skelchea."  on  thia 
Piilj."!,  i]rih-ni,i.(il.lish-l  ■l..-.rn.\A  :.bovi.  adverl«d  to  in  the 
text;  "If  it  were  said  at  the  com  men  cement,  that  the  Sepnys 
leeigned  their  actions  to  the  behests  of  law  and  custom  a^  imi><\°i'd 
upon  them  by  their  creed,  over  the  requirements  of  military 
discipline,  we  should  in  a  few  words  be  declaring  the  root  of  Iho 
evil  we  are  about  to  discuss,  namely,  the  fautly  flixri/dhie  of  tliu 
Anny  that  could  suffer  any  consideration  to  be  paramount  to  tho 
demands  of  duty.* 

■  P.S.— The  incident  of  a  Havildar  of  a  Bonilay  Xalivi. 
Regiment,  being  reduced  to  the  ranks  for  having  his  face  fhavf.l 
in  compliance  with  the  beheat  of  a  prieat  at  a  temple  where  he  had 
worshipped  on  the  line  of  march,  it  bein^;  contrary  to  a  resinient^il 
regulation  to  do  bo,  will  be  in  recollection  (vide  pp,  334,  33"t, 
vol.  i.)  In  this  case  the  commanding  ofticer  was  reproveil  (I 
thought,  justly  rebuked  for  hia  harshness  ;)  but  in  the  pn-scnt 
connection  I  subscribe  to  the  principle,  that  however  neccsimry  it 
may  be,  even  in  matters  of  creed  vergiis  military  dipciplinr,  "  1*1 
hold  chocks  over  men  in  power,  it  is  still  more  necessary  to  Umvc 
iu  the  hands  of  officers  commanding  native  reyimcnt.i,  the  power 
to  reward  and  to  punish." 
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2Qth  July,  Sunday. — Dined  last  night,  impromptu,  ][^F°i^*.* 
with  Major  Qoad  at  "  Tally-ho  Hall,"  where  spolia  House. 
opima  of  the  chase,  and  swords,  guns,  pistols,  and 
spears,  dhdl,  tultvdr  and  toofung  (shields,  scimitars 
and  matchlocks,)  lay  strewed  about  or  hanging 
against  the  walls  ;  and  sporting  pictures,  and  of 
favourite  horses  and  dogs,  abounded,  each  elicit- 
ing an  anecdote  characteristic  of  this  fine  but 
eccentric  old  retired  Bengal  Cavalry  officer,  here 
settled  amongst  his  Penates,  an  extensive  local 
house-owner,  liberal  landlord,  and  hospitable  host — 
much   given  to  hospitality   indeed,  but   after  his 

"This  indiscipline,  so  to  call  it,  tho  fruit  of  system,  was 
linked  with  certain  predisposing  causes  that,  pointing  out  how 
easy  it  was  to  revolt  and  successfully  to  throw  olf  foreign  yoke, 
eoold  scarcely  fail  to  impress  with  haneful  intluence^  minds  alrea  ly 
possessed  by  a  haughty  sense  of  supt^rioriiy. 

** These  causes  were  affirmtd  in  a  very  simple  fact  patent  to 
eveiyone,   namely  (1)   that  'in  this   our  Indian  Kmpire,  how- 
ever inversely  the  process,  yet  equally  calamitous  as  that  which 
has  been  held  up  as  the  great  evil  of  former  Asiatic  monarchies, 
a  greAt  policy  was  maintained  which  contented  us,  our  sea  hoards 
secure,  to  strengthen  out  frontiers  against  invasion,  but  to  leave 
onr  centre — our  richest  provinces,  their  own   Hindndan — to  be 
laigely  held  by  a  Sepoy  Army,  amid  peoples  who,  although  on 
the  whole  passively  contented  with  our  rule,  feared  too  much  and 
held  in  awe  that  Sepoy  force,  not  to  be  infected  by  its  rebellion ; ' 
and  (2)  that  *  throughout  the  dominion,  from  sea- board  to  frontier, 
the    collection  of  revenue   and  adminstration  of  justice  were  at 
all  times  upheld  and  enforced  by  tho.  presence  of  that  force  of 
pampered  mercenaries,  in  provinces  which,  situated  in  the  heart  ^y.     ^ 
of  the  empire,  were  administered  not  by  their  for«  ign  masters  in  Tai^eii  * 
person,  but  through  a  native  a'jencif,  xmder  no  further  superin-  from  my 
tendence  than   what  a  single  European  functionary  was  able  to  Journal 
bestow  over  ten  or  twelve  of  «iich  delegated  instruments,  holding  2;     , 
each  a  jurisdiction  over  a  vast  district.*  Vft^r,  and 

••  It  was  easy  then  for  the  Army  by  which  such  extensive  regions  visit  to 
were  preserved,  while  under  such  imperfect  supervision  t^  perceive,  Babylon, 
and  indeed  it   naturally    followed   that   it  shoxild   perceive   its  f.'J^  'j?™ 
strength  by  the  weakness  of  that  of  the  Civil  Authority.*'*  Sketchc«" 
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^P  fashion — living  in  seclasion,  yet  daily  to  be  seen 

riding,  and  riding  well  and  as  erect  and  self- 
possessed  as  any  young  Dragoon  or  Life  Guards- 
man, some  fine  Arab  horse  or  stout  yaboo, 
along  the  narrow  and  winding  bridle  paths  with 
which  Simlah  is  entwined  ;  a  heau-saitreur  too,  whose 
insatiate  sword  left  its  mark  on  many  an  Afghan 
foeman  in  Pollock's  avenging  campaign  up  there, 
The  who,  moreover,  when  the  "  Nuaseree  Battalion  " 

starB,  an  (which,  Unhappily  for  it,  comprised  many 
otVhe*"  Ghoorkas  and  hill  men,)  quartered  on  the  Jutog 
Mutiny,  mountain  neighbouring  on  Simlah,  was  shaky  and 
wavered,  and  threatened  to  follow  the  mutinous 
example  upheld  by  Native  regiments  in  the  plains, 
and  a  not  very  dignified  flight  from  this  imperial 
sanitarium  was  proposed  (and  by  some  indeed  was 
carried  out  in  an  uiitellahle  mauner.)  drew  forth 
and  buckled  on  his  rusty  old  cavalry  sabre  from 
its  accustomed  place  of  neglect,  and  slood  at  b'uj, 
urged  on  all  to  stand,  hy,  and  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing a  refuge  point  and  a  fronting  face  on  a 
commanding  spot,  and  threw  heart  and  manliness 
into  the  small  remaining  European  community  and 
other  local  adherents  (much  needed  where  so  many 
were  helpless  and  alarmed  women  and  children,) 
and  loftily  exclaimed  "  Let  them  come  on  !  "  They 
never  came,  but  broke  up  and  decamped  down  the 
hill,  much  to  the  relief  of  the  determined  little 
band  he  had  inspired,  and  of  the  terrified  ladies 
clustered  on  that  selected  and  now  historical  hill- 
side. This  grand  though  gruff  old  officer  has  a 
nephew  in  a  Highland  regiment  now  in  India,  and 
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a  son  who  is  a  very  promising  officer  in  the  Indian 
Police.*  Of  the  two  other  guests  at  dinner  one  is 
said  to  be  affianced  to  the  lovely  daughter  who 
presided  at  the  table. 

On  my  return  home,  where  I  had  left  Hugh  and 
his  mother  at  a  tete-a-ffHe  dinner,  I  found  both  in 
great    excitement  and  grief.     Our  beautiful  bull  a  visit 
terrior — pure  white  with  a  single  dark  patch  over  Lukkor- 
one    eye — had   been  pounced  upon    close  to   the 
dining-room  door,  where  a  servant  was  cleaning 
up  the  plates,  and  been  carried  off  up  the  over- 
hanging hill,  by  a  LiiJckur-pid-lcur  or  ounce,  whom 
no  shouting  could  induce  to  drop  his  prey.     It  was 
useless  in  the  dead  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
where  deep  Jchuds  interposed  and  precipitous  hill- 
sides, to  carry  on  any  search  at  that  late  hour,  or 
think  of  any  chance  of  rescuing  the  dog,  who  would 
too,  by  now  have  been  securely  taken   into   the 
cavernous  depths  of  the  forest-covered  abyss  by 
which  Elysium  Hill  is  surrounded*  ;  so  bemoaning  •p.s.— 
only  was  left  at  the  fate  of  our  favourite.     But  «*LonK-^°' 
Hugh  and  I  searched  about  a  great  deal  from  dawn  J^l^" 
npto  a  late  hour  to-day  in  all  directions,  and  down  ^l^^^'j"'" 
in  the  adjacent  I'hudsy  if  perchance  we  should  find  has  since 
some  traces  of  poor  "  Black-Eye  " — if  only  a  foot  vertLd 
or  other  betokening — but,  no,  lie  was  clean  gone,  h^^oi?'* 
He  had  been  playing  and  full  of  fun  the  moment 

'  P.S. — The  nephew  was  killed  in  the  recent  second  Afghan 
campaign,  while  serving  in  the  Transport  Corps  and  bravely 
ilefending  his  baggage  charge.  The  son,  Horace  Goad,  who  had 
made  his  mark  as  a  most  eiticient  police  othccr  (vide  footnote  p.  35, 
■vol.  ii,)  left  the  Police  Force  on  inheriting  his  father's  estate  at 
8imlah|  a  resignation  that  was  much  regretted  on  public  grounds. 
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before.  They  are  a  nuisance,  these  Liikhur-pukhirif, 
and  the  mistake  was  to  leave  the  dog,  even  for  a 
raonient  of  the  dark  night,  or  at  all  after  dusk, 
unfastened  or  at  liberty.  The  hill  people  are  in 
the  habit  of  placing  a  strong  steel  collar  fretted  with 
sharp  spikes,  round  the  necks  of  their  dogs  in  their 
forestvillageSjOrattheirbivouacsinthesemountaiufl, 
as  a  security  against  these  prowling  night  pests. 

At  evening  to-day  the  oaks  on  our  hill  were 
taken  unyielding  possession  of  by  a  numerous 
troop  of  great  brown  monkeys  of  a  large  species, 
whom  not  all  our  other  dogs  with  all  their 
barking  and  chivying,  nor  our  own  shouts  and 
molestations,  served  to  frighten  away ;  on  the 
contrary,  our  dogs  were  taught  to  keep  well 
distant,  by  a  huge  male  bundur  from  amongst  the 
invaders,  leaping  on  to  one  of  them,  and  severely 
biting  him  on  his  back — no  chance  of  retaliation 
given  to  tbe  angered  bull  terrier,  for  the  ugly 
fellow  was  up  a  tree  in  a  trice. 

29th  July. — Much  rain.    The  wild  beast  with  the 

iterating  name,  was   up  here    again    last  night, 

prowling  about  in  tope  of  getting  another  of  our 

dogs. 

PindioK         Our  Tomundar  who  has  been  watching  the  trial, 

hanpoora  reports  to-day  from  Jeypore  that  all  the  Sleeiia 

D»«iitie.  prisoners    in  the  Mohnnpoora  dacoitie  case  (liih- 

pp.  122,  178,  vol.  ii.,)  have  been  convicted  by  the 

Court  of  trial  composed  of  Wakeels  presided  over  by 

Major  Beynon,  the  local  Political  Agent,  and  that 

they  have  sent  a  messenger  to  him  with  offers  of 

aervioe  as  approvers  ;  two  had  been  sentenced  to 
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transportation  for  twentyirne  years,  four  to  trans- 
portation for  fourteen  years,  four  to  seven  years' 
rigorous  imprisonment,  and  one  man  admitted  as 
Queen's  evidence ;  and  further,  that  the  courtier 
Futteh  Sing  Bhdt&i-e^  their  secret  confederate  {vide 
pp.31  to  33  and  footnote,  vol.  i.,  and  122, 178,  vol.ii.) 
had  been  convicted  of  complicity,  and  his  dismissal 
from  the  Ruler's  service   and  expulsion  from  the 
territory  recommended.  This  is  too  sweeping  a  con- 
demnation to  be  at  all  acceptable,  I  fear,  to  the  local 
Dm*bar  or  to  the  Ruler.     The  case  has  yet  to  be 
submitted  for  confirmation  to  the  Higher  Interna- 
tional Court  of  Wakeels,  assembled  under  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Agent  Governor-General,  Cohmel  Eden. 
The  following  is  an  example  of  Meena  cunning 
in  evading  arrest,  as  taken  from  a  report  received 
to-day    from   the  same  intelligent  native  officer  : 


Arreat  of 

rjee 
Meena 


"  I    learnt    that    Agvrjre  Mecna^  general  number  Agu 

7509,  was  concealing  himself  in  a  certain  hamlet,  j^ 

I  went  there  with  some  horse  and  footmen,  taking  ^^oman'g 

~  Disgaise. 

with  me  the  three  informers  and  our  Kaim-Kluinee 
approver,  Jeenmn  Klian^  and  accompanied  by  the 
Durbar  official.  We  surrounded  the  dwellinof  where 
the  fugitive  was  hiding  under  a  feigned  name. 
He  leapt  the  wall  and  escaped  into  the  inner 
apartments  of  the  adjoining  house  of  the  village 
headman.  The  villagers  hereon  declared  they 
would  not  permit  any  further  search.  The  house 
of  their  headman  could  not  be  searched  except 
ander  a  special  order  from  the  Jeypore  Durbar, 
and  I  was  even  asked  by  the  official  of  the  Durbar 
deputed  to  assist  my  comnuind,  *  whether  I  was 
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come  to  plunder  the  village.'  I  felt  sure  the 
man  was  Btill  in  the  place,  as  from  our  securely 
surrounding  it,  be  had  not  yet  had  any  opportunity 
for  getting  away.  So  I  sent  an  approver  lad  who 
was  with  UB,  to  join  the  boys  of  the  place,  and 
thus  contrive  to  gain  access  into  the  premises  of 
the  village  headman.  He  did  so,  and  came  back 
telling  me  that  the  fugitive  was  within,  disijuised  as 
a  witmau  and  wearing  women's  havjlrn  on  hia 
wrists  1  I  thereupon  went  straight  up  to  the 
house  in  person  and  demanded  the  custody  of  the 
refuged  man,  but  was  desired  by  the  headman  to 
hold  backf  '  the  females  of  the  family  were  inside, 
and  he  would  kill  me  if  I  dared  to  approach  any 
nearer.'  I  replied  in  the  name  of  the  Sirkiir  that, 
being  accredited  with  a  warrant  to  arrest  certain 
criminals,  I  must  insist  on  searching  for  the  man. 
This  was  denied  me  by  the  same  Durbar  official, 
except  I  could  produce  a  special  written  order 
from  the  Chief  Minister  of  the  State,  and  I  was 
peremptorily  ordered  'to  step  out  of  the  w;iy  to 
allow  the  females  of  the  house  to  come  out  of  it.' 
This  was  towards  morning.  I  had  again  secretly 
sent  in  the  same  lad,  so  I  retired  a  few  paces  to 
one  side.  The  females  of  the  house  now  came 
out,  the  boy  accompanying  them,  and  when  they 
were  about  to  pass  into  another  house,  the  boy 
cried  out  your  name,  and  signing  to  me  that  the 
fugitive  was  among  them,  pointed  him  out  to  nie, 
I  thereupon  stepped  out  and  seized  my  man.  He 
was  indeed  dressed  up  in  woman's  clothes,  and  1 
arrested  him  so  attired.     Sir,  I  would  beg  you  to 
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consider  how  much  the  officials  of  the  State  are  in 
this  manner  leagued  with  the  dacoits  and  thwart 
Tis.  The  men  appointed  to  accompany  us,  send 
word  beforehand  to  the  fugitives  to  conceal  them- 
selYes,  pretending  all  the  while  to  he  on  our  siile^  and 
the  State  officials  expressly  deputed  to  assist  us 
by  their  presence  with  our  arresting  parties,  simi- 
larly go  along  with  us  as  if  everything  was  all 
right  and  no  obstruction  to  be  apprehended."^        */*^p 

^  &180|  J  0*1" 

ZOth  July. — On  the  subject  of  the  criminal  con-  scripuim 
dition    of  the  Berars  lately  referred  to    {rule   p.  2i3,voi.n.* 
211,)*  in  looking  over  to-day  some  old  papers  con- 
nected with  that  province,  I  find  a  memoradum  by  How 
myself  sent  to  the  Resident  at  Hydrabad  (the  pre-  was 
sent  Sir  George  Yule,)  showing  how  when  thuggee  oIM\u 
raged  in  Southern  India,  it  was  discovered  by  our  ^®™'- 
special  department  that  a  rich  Salioocar  residing 
at  Oomraotee,   a  large  and   populous    tOAvn   and 
the  principal  cotton  market  of  the  province,  often 
formerly  raided  by  plundering  hordes  of  Pindarics, 
was    the   prime  mover  in  many  of  the  cases  of 
occurrence   in    that  direction.     It  happened  that 
some  of  his  men  coming  up  from  Bombay  with  his 
goods,  had  been  murdered  by  thugs  on  the  way 
and  the  merchandise  plundered.f     Being  a  wealthy  triV7«iiin. 
man  he  cast  about  in  all  directions  for  information,  ^^^^^ 
and  at  length  succeeded  in  learning  of  the  perpe-  cjronm- 
trators,  a  gang  of  thugs  some  time  infesting  that  1^2,  vol.  i. 
highway  and  coolly  located  in  the  neighbourhood. 
They  compromised  the  matter  with  him  (as  in  the 

*  P.S. — ^Aguqee  Mcena  was  afterwards  sentenced  to  life  trans- 
portation. 
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^H  case  of  the  dacoitie  at  Ootradapet  {fif/epp.  193, 

^H  190,  193,  vol.  i.,)  by  paying  over  to  hira  a  sum  of 

^H  money  much  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  property 

^H  he    had  been  plundered  of.      He  perceived    how 

^H  easily  the  amount  was  made  good,  and  how  proSt- 

^H  able  was  the  trade  the  thuga  carried  on.     A  thug 

^H  was  not  indeed  worth  his  salt  if  unable  to  t*lk 

^H  over  and  cajole  anyone,    so    the    thug   Jemad*rs 

^H  had  no  difficulty  in  gaining  over  the  covetous  Sah  00- 

^H  car  to  keep  their  counsel  and  join  lliem,  and  he 

^H  thereupon  not  only  became  their  general  receiver, 

^H  his  reputed  respectability  enabling  him  to  be  so, 

^H  but  he  used  to  g^ve  the  thug  leaders  information 

^H  of  the  despatch  from  Bombay  and  other  centres, 

^H  of  goods  or  treasure  by  other  Sahoocars  in  their 

^H  business  transactions,  the  carriers  or  convoys  of 

^v  which    the   thugs    would    thereupon    waylay  and 

murder,  making  over  the  plunder  to  him,  bringing 

in    the    goods    or   bullion    and    specie    they   got, 

straightway  to  his  place  at  Oomraotee  as  if  he 

was   the    consignee    thereof   and    themselves    the 

servants  he  had  employed  to  convey  them  !     80 

thus  the  present  way  of  procedure  is  an  old  game  ! 

The  rogue  was  in  the  end  taken  up  by  the  Nizam's 

Durbar  and  made  to  disgorge  a  large  amount  as 

an  equivalent  for  immunity,  but  what  eventually 

became  of  him  the  record  did  not  show. 

Blsi  July. — Among  other  guests  at  dinner  with 

us  last  night,  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dietrich  Brandis. 

Forert      ^®  '^  ^^  ^^^  head  of  the  Department  for  the  Cou- 

D8p»ri.     servation  of   Forests,  and  although  an  Hungarian 

by  birth,  he  has  several  English  officers  serving 
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under  him  in  subordinate  grades,  a  very  intelligent 
gentleman,  but  speaking  English  imperfectly  and 
with  foreign  accent. 

Not  often,  but  with  unpleasant  recurrence  when 
it  does  occur,  and  always  with  disturbing  atten- 
dants, Ufe  is  taken  among  our  employes,  the  deed 
of  a  companion,  the  true  motive  for  which  is  not 
easy    to   fathom,    the   impulses  of  natives  being 
sadden,    their  modes  of  thought  unsearchable — 
their    revenge   often    terrible.     But   the   present  ^^j^^^, 
criminal  was  no  half-crazy  fellow,  but  one  who  had  a  Nujjeeb 
brooded  over  something  more,  I  cannot  but  believe.  Thuggee 
than  what  only  wrath  could  have  prompted — to  Dnffedar. 
have  been  reported  to  his  oflScer  for  remissness 
while  on  duty,  being  the  supposed  reason  for  the 
deed.     Rage,  suppressed  and  silent,  and  not  mere 
anger,  must  impel  a  man  to  so  cowardly  an  act  as 
to  attack  as  he   slept,  another,  who,  although  in 
rank  above  him,  was  still  his  comrade.*    Nujjeeb 

*  P.S. — How  different,   though  not  always,  the  European  on 
ainiilar  occasions — not  that  I  would  in  cases  of  prepense  blood- 
shedding,  draw  a  line  between    the   perpetrators:    Private  Mo  Acconnt 
Gainness,  of  the  Artillery  conii)any  on  garrison  duty  in  the  Fort  of  t*ie 
of  Belgaum,  had  been  reported  by  his  serjeant-major  for  sloven-  ?l™^!f '^ 
liness  as  sentinel  at  the  Arsenal  Gate — he  had  not  promi)tly  ^f  ^ 
enough   challenged  the  approaching  "rounds."     His  entreaty  to  Sergeant- 
be  "  let  off  this  time  "  the  punishment  (a  slight  one)  the  officer  Major  of 
commanding  the  company  had  awarded  him,  not  being  attended  to,  -^^^^il^^ry. 
he  was  seen  on  his  return  to  barracks,  to  dash  his  violin  to  pieces — 
a  sure  symptom  in  like  cases  of  desperate  pre-determination,  but 
which  unfortunately  was  not  heeded — for  he  was  very  fond  of  the 
instrument  and  a  proficient  player.     At  night  he  stole  into  the 
serjeant-major's   quarters    and    awoke   him.     The    latter  got  up 
from  his  pallet,  quickly  touk  in  the  situation,  laid  hold  of  the 
mau  and  struggled  with  him;  but  the  other  drew  a  bayonet  from 
under  his  cloak  and  stabbed  him  with  it — the  wound  was  mor- 
tal, the  serjoaut-major  died  almost  immediately.     The  murderer 
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Bhtujgut  Sing  had  been  reported  by  his  DufFedar,  a 
Mahomedan,  for  sleeping  at  his  post — a  grave 
yet  not  an  unusual,  though  a  seldom  offence  among 
native  policemen.  He  had  yet  to  appear  before 
the  officer  under  whose  orders  he  was  employed, 
but  pending  which  he  should  have  been  placed 
under  arrest,  and  not  have  been  brought  on  duty 
until  the  alleged  dereliction  had  been  inquired 
into  and  disposed  of.  He  was,  however,  put  upon 
duty,  and  a  few  nights  ago,  was  the  sole  sentinel 
of  the  post  where  the  guard  he  belonged  to  was 
located,  a  st'nii  within  the  cityof  Allahabad,  where 

was  Bpecdily  tried  by  a  court -martial,  and  was  hanged  in  the 
preseoce  of  the  osseuililed  troops.  He  elated  he  could  easily  have 
skin  his  victim  without  detection,  but  that  he  did  not  like  to 
kill  a.  sleeping  man — it  was  repugnant  to  Lini — ao  he  awoke  him 
la  ^ve  him  a  chance  against  himself.  Ou  the  scaffold  be 
Hdmitt«d  the  justice  of  his  doom,  and  bejrged  all  comrades  to  ft>r- 
giv  liijii  if  !,.■  hil  .-^-r  nir.  ri.L...niTLV  i.f  1)„.i,i.  Spv.'ral  of  the 
men  fell  out  from  the  ranks  from  emotion.  I  was  at  I!el;;aiim 
at  the  time.  The  regiment  to  which  I  belonged,  the  prea'nl 
106th,  waa  also  quanered  there  in  the  cantonments  outsiiit- 
of  the  Fort,  but  I  was  uot  then  employed  with  it.  It  hajipt'ijcd 
that  our  own  serjeaot-major  was  the  guest,  on  two  days'  k'ave,  uf 
the  murdered  Artillery  Serjeant  at  his  quarters  inside  of  the 
Fort,  and  occupied  the  other's  cot  in  its  usual  place,  the  latli'r 
sleeping  on  a  borrowed  one,  and  our  eerjeant* major  was  titv 
nearly  mistaken  for  the  intended  victim.  The  prisoner  said  be 
hrst  went  up  to  where  he  lay,  but  perceivins  by  the  night  bmp 
that  be  was  not  his  man,  stepped  across  to  the  other.  Tlie  deceased 
Serjeant. major  was  greatly  esteemed  bj  his  officers,  and  used  uftcti 
to  be  brought  on  duty  as  officer  for  the  day  and  to  take  the  nighi 
roonda.  It  was  discovered  among  his  private  papers,  that  !if 
was  the  son  of  a  gentleman  of  position  named  Se^miour,  and  had 
run  away  from  home  as  a  youth,  and  etdisted  under  an  assunieii 
name— not  an  infrequent  occurrence  in  the  European  corjis  of 
the  old  East  India  Company's  Service.  We  had  two  or  three 
eujh  gentlemen  in  the  ranks  of  our  own  regiment.  It  has  bei'ii 
remarked  that  such  waifs  and  strays  have  generally  turned  out 
good  soldieie,  and  have  often  risen  to  commission  rank. 
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this  party  of  Thuggee  Police  liad  lately  arrived 
with  approvers  from  Agra.     The  hour  was  between 
3  and  4  a.m.     Feeling  himself  struck,  the  Duffedar 
got  up  from  his  charpai  or  bedstead  in  an  inner 
room  of  the  serai,  but  being  dazed  for  the  moment, 
stumbled  and  fell  upon  the  one  next  to  it  upon 
wUch     another     Nujjeeb    was     sleeping.       This 
startled  the  latter,  whose  immediate  impulse  was 
to   throw   his   arms  round   the    man,    supposing 
him  in  the  darkness  to  be  some  midnight  thief ; 
and  he   was   by   this  action  himself  disabled  by 
a    severe   sword   blow   on   an   arm,  intended  for 
the   fallen  man.      The   murderer   then   fled   out- 
side,  but   being   pursued   by    the   Duffedar   and 
grappled  with,  he  slashed  at  the  latter  fiercely, 
delivering  him  several  sword-cuts,  the  last  sure 
blow  slicing  off  a  portion  of  his  head.     The  poor 
man  had  shouted  for  assistance,  and  a  police  patrol 
coming  up,  the  assassin  was  secured.     The  victim 
having  been  conveyed  to  the  city  dispensary,  and 
the    Joint-Magistrate   simimoned  to  him,  he  w^as 
only  just  able  to  declare  to  the  latter,  that  Bhiiggut 
Shig  had  been  his  assailant,  and  then  expired.     I 
don*t  know     I  may  think  it — probably  I  do — but 
I  have  wondered  whether  it  occurred  to  Captain 
Dennehy,  the  Deputy  Inspector-General  of  Police, 
to  whom  as  head  of  the  local  detective  department 
the  Thuggee  Police  Guard  was  attached,  to  say 
cherchez    la  fcmmcy   to    those   about   him  I      The 
murderer  declared  it  was  easy  for  him  to  have 
slain  the  Duffedar  outright  as  he  slept,  but  his 
deep  desire  was  to  hack  him  with  sword-cuts  before 
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he  perished  :  "  had  he  a  himdred  lives  (he  said,)  I 
would  have  taken  them  all :  '* 

"  One  to  destroy  ia  murder  by  the  law  ; 
And  gibbeta  keep  the  lifted  Imnd  in  awe ; 
To  mnrcler  tfaouaanda  takes  a  specious  name. 
War's  glorious  art,  and  givos  immortal  fame." ' 

kls(  August. — The  Punjab  now  so  efficiently  and 
quietly  governed,  and  in  the  matter  of  dacoitie 
become  quite  a  model  province,  I  am  surprised  at 
getting  anything  in  that  way  from  there  ;  but  I  sup- 
pose 9omo  late  disquieting  disturbances  at  Lahore, 
fo^e'^  gave  an  opportunity  to  try  It  on  in  that  neighbour- 
Punjab,  iiood,  a  report  from  there  saying  that  some  marau- 
ders a  few  nights  back,  set  upon  and  plundered  a 
h  party  of  men,  women  and  children,  while  travelling 

in  the  direction  of  UmritMr  in  a  conveyance  drawn 
by  bullocks,  called  a  bi/!rr.     The  g:i.ng  got  clear 
T^toT?'    ^''^^J  '^^^  its  booty.     Perhaps  the  people  variously 
the  called  Edrhoorahs,  Sdvsees  or  Sdmifas,  BoirrenH  and 

Hdmees,  all  more  or  less  belonging  to  the  same  gip^y 
tribe,  lower  down  recognized  as  the  Kliinijur/f  (c/'/c 
footnote,  p.  386,  vol.  i.,)  form  the  principal  criminal 
classes  in  the  interior  of  the  province  ;  Meo/^,  Mrir.i- 
(ee«,i£an(?ur5  and -3feena«  infesting  its  borders  on  the 
plains,  and  raiding  round  about  there  ;  and  some 
Muzbees  (the  old  local  thug  class,)  lurking  about 
criminally  intent  when  unable  to  find  employment 
— which  is  unusual,  the  latter  being  a  very  useful 
people,  and  just  now  in  requisition  as  muleteers 
for  service  in  Abyssinia.     Besides  these  there  are 

*  P.S, — Tho  murderer  waa  executed  not  long  aftir. 
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the  GoozurSf  who  are  a  race  of  active  night  thieves 
largely  located  round  about  Delhi ;  the  Beloochees 
so  called,  who  pilfer  in  the  region  of  Shahabad ; 
some  CaboolieSi  who  try  a  "  'prentice  han*  "  at  crime 
in  our  plains  ;  and  certain  frontier  tribes  like  the 
Swdtees  and  other  inhabitants  of  independent 
territory  who  raid  on  our  upper  frontier  borders  : 
but  all  have  been  unusually  quiet.  I  notice  that 
according  to  the  statistical  returns  I  have  been 
preparing,  "  dacoitie,"  so  technically  designated, 
nnmbered  no  more  than  twenty-one  cases  through- 
out the  Punjab  in  1864 ;  twenty-jive  in  1865  ;  six- 
teen  in  1866 ;  and  that  at  this  date,  no  more  than 
three  or  four  have  taken  place  during  the  present 
year. 

2nd  August. — The  Bank  of  Bombay,  which  went  ^®]J 
disrupt  not  long  ago  {vide  pp.  17,  23,  vol.  ii.,)  much  bay. 
to  the.  blame  of  the  Bombay  Government  as  its 
.  directors,  has  been  resuscitated,  or  is  trying  to  be 
so,  a  new  Bank  of  Bombay  having  published  a 
prospectus  which  offers  favourable  terms  to  those 
who  wiU  take  shares  in  it.  My  own  losses  in  the 
matter  of  shares  in  it  did  not  amount  to  much,  yet 
as  money  was  lost  on  its  failure,  and  also  the 
whole  of  our  shares  when  the  Agra  Bank  failed,  I 
feel  like  a  bitten  man,  and  will  no  more  meddle 
with  such  enterprises — sunt  mala  jilura. 

Still  some  cases  of  cholera  at  Simlah  ;  but  it  has  cho 
been  raining  a  good  deal,  which  may  serve  to  drive 
away  the  evil. 

3rtZ   August. — The  "Times  of   India"    has   re- 
turned to  the  subject  of  mulcting  native  rulers  for 

VOL.    II.  K 
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Compen-  robberies  of   Government  mails  while  in  transit 

■at  ion  for 

Mail        throusfh  their  territories  {tide  p.  96,  vol.  ii.,  and 

Robberies  .  "  \^%i  .-iT 

in  Native  its  references.)  On  the  present  occasion  it  has,  i 
think,  been  inspired  in  view  to  ione  down  its  pre- 
vious denunciation  of  that  measure,  the  present 
leading  article  in  that  jonmal  saying,  that  having 
since  seen  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  subject^ 
"  we  are  able  to  discriminate  between  the  policy 
itself  and  the  application,  or  rather  the  modijicalioH 
of  it  (as  the  editor  terms  it)  with  which  Sir  John 
Lawrence  is  personally  concerned."  The  old  rule 
was,  as  before  noticed  (vide  p.  134,  vol.  i.,)  that 
Native  States  were  held  answerable  for  the  safe 
transit  of  the  public  mails  through  their  territories, 
liable  to  fine  if  the  letter  mails  were  carried  off, 
and  responsible  for  the  value  of  all  plundered  goods, 
each  case  "  to  be  decided  upon  its  own  merits." 
Lord  Dalhousie,  as  Governor-General,  was  dis- 
liosed  to  relax  the  stringency  of  these  rules,  but 
had  not  done  so — and  there  was  a  feeling  later  on, 
that  the  irritation  they  caused  possibly  contributed 
''  to  the  great  surge  of  revolt."  But  when  order 
was  restored,  it  was  resolved  to  deny  compensation 
for  costly  articles  lust  in  transit  by  post,  and  /M'/to 
hold  ^s'ative  J>tates  responsible  for  the  robbery 
thereof — i)alpably  an  indication  of  a  softened  tone 
resulting  from  the  revolt,  and,  a  desire  to  steer  void 
of  giving  further  olTence.  This  was  on  the  advice 
of  Oufivm^  in  his  place  of  Member  of  Council  at 
Calcutta.  But  this  coiuiternianding  of  the  old 
practice,  this  rrcvJiuJr^  did  not  serve  to  discourage 
the  transmission  by  post  of  things  of  value,  or  to 
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stay  the  robbery  of  them.  Bullion  and  jewellery 
and  precious  fabrics,  continued  to  be  entrusted  to 
the  public  post,  senders  preferring  to  take  their 
chance  of  the  safety  thereof,  speed  being  gained 
thereby,  and  the  greater  expense  avoided  of  em- 
ploying special  carriers  after  the  manner  of  their 
own  old  method  of  remittance  and  despatch  ;  while 
to  be  excused  restitution,  led  native  rulers  to  relax 
in  their  measures  of  protection,  or  at  any  rate  to 
care  little  whether  such  things  were  plundered  or 
not,  and  at  the  same  time  encouraged  dacoits  to 
waylay  the  mails.  When  the  present  Viceroy 
entered  his  high  office,  the  safety  of  the  mails 
became  a  burning  question  from  the  frequency  of 
the  plunder  of  them,  some  examples  of  which  I 
have  narrated  *  {vide  margin  ;)  for  the  robbery  *  ride,  tx 
of  their  things  of  value,  contraband  of  the  postal  fo  ss^s^et 
rules,  was  felt  by  the  senders  only — the  loss  of  21i'  *'\^. 

^  J  J  864,  vol.  1. 

letters  and  public  despatches,  and  of  books  and 
manuscripts,  was  a  public  nuisance.  So  it  was 
resolved  to  revert  to  the  old  rule  which  held  native 
governments  responsible  for  the  robbery  of  goods, 
whether  of  the  prohibited  sort  or  not,  and  which 
imposed  fines  upon  them  when  letters  were  plun- 
dered, with  this  exception,  however,  that  exemption 
from  compensation  was  claimable  where  the  local 
police  arrangements  for  the  security  of  the  mails, 
were  considered  to  have  been  reasonably  calculated 
to  protect  them.  Senders  of  articles  in  violation 
of  the  postal  rules,  were  still,  however,  not  them- 
selves to  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of  them,  the 
object  being  to  discourage  such  transmissions ;  but 
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the  so-called  "compensation"  realized  was  to  be 
applied  to  such  improved  local  police  arrangements 
as  should  be  recommended  by  the  local  British 
Political  Officers.  Some  "modification"  in  these 
hard  and  fast  rules,  was,  however,  assented  to  on 
the  representations  of  the  high  Political  Officers 
opposed  to  them,  of  whom  I  have  noticed  the  objec- 
tion raised  by  Sir  George  Yule  {y'uJe  p.  318,  vol.  i.) 
T  have  also  mentioned  what  I  had  myself  recently  re- 
presented of  the  umbrage  they  occasioned  to  native 
princes  (vide  p.  133,  vol.  i.)  It  has  now  eventually 
been  decided  to  forego  the  right  to  levy  the  fine  on 
account  of  lost  letters,  but  the  duty  to  protect  the 
mails  was  insisted  upon ;  every  State  was  held 
responsible  for  their  secure  passage  through  its 
respective  territoriea,  and  its  police  arrangements 
for  that  purpose  were  to  be  made  more  efficient ; 
"  compensation  "  was  to  be  levied  by  rulers  them- 
selves on  the  districts  to  which  the  plunderers 
should  be  traced,  full  value  of  the  things  plundered 
being  reckoned  to  be  included  within  the  assess- 
ment fixed  upon,  even  should  they  have  been  pro- 
hibited articles  transmitted  at  the  risk  of  tlie 
owners  thereof.  It  is  not,  however,  stated  how 
the  proceeds  should  be  applied." 

The  aim  of  these  rules  is,  it  is  added,  the  greater 
security  of  the  public  mails,  although,  as  may  be 

•  P.S. — 1  have  before  noted  that  it  was  subsequently  onleri'd 
'  that  the  "  compensation  "  levied  should  bo  formed  into  a  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  widows  or  families  of  the  postal  omployt's  killMl 
in  Buch  mail  robberies,  or  who  should  be  maimed  or  injnred  (liile 
footnote  p.  45,  vol.  i.,)  a  meet  excellent  alternative  a]'plicatii<n 
ol  the  proceeds. 
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has  been  more  inclined  to  exhibit  that  considerate 
forbearance  which  is  the  fitting  temper  of  irre- 
sistible power  ;  and  we  are  glad  to  find  that  in  this 
little  matter  of  the  rules  respecting  mail  robberies 
in  Native  States  ....  he  leaned  to  the  side  of 
those  political  officers  who,  while  they  have  eserterl 
everj  effort  to  induce  the  chiefs  to  keep  up  efficient 
police,  would  do  away  with  the  idea  of  fine  and 
penalty  altogether,"' 

4/ft  Aii.gust,  iiuwlay. — Still  much  rain,  and  we 
have  bad  a  bad  landslip  on  the  public  mall.  To 
church  at  evening  service,  when  we  bad  a  right 
down  esosseoua  sermon  from  Mr.  Baly — devoid 
of  the  usual  dry  bones  altogether,  but  replete  with 
animation  and  quickening  adornment. 

Mr.  Jones,  the  intelligent  poUce  officer  for  Simlab, 
dined  with  us  last  nig-ht.  He  gave  ns  an  amusint; 
account  of  the  rascalities  of  the  native  servants 
come  up  with  their  employers  from  stations  in  tlio 
plains,  their  many  cunning  tricks  and  devices  in 
cheating  and  pilfering,  and  how  much  they  ill- 
conduct  themselves,  ayahs,  sweepers,  and  jitnpjiii- 
bearers  more  often,  towards  ladies  who  have  come 
up  without  their  husbands,  and  the  trouble  they 
give  him.  I  fear  he  is  in  a  very  delicate  state  of 
health.* 

hth  August. — From  Mr.  "Wyllie,  of  the  Bombav 

'  P.S. — There  presently  appeared  a  notice  in  another  local 
journal,  that  the  "penalties  levied"  were  to  lie  iiaid  inio  a  local 
fundt«  meet  expenses  for  the  better  security  of  the  mails,  but.  it 
was  subsequently  otherwise  ruled,  aa  stated  in  footnote  at  p.  1^41, 
vol.  ii. 

"  P.  S.— This  excellent  young  fellow  died  shortly  after  of  a  rapid 
decline. 
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Civil  Service,  lately  fro  tern.  Foreign  Secretary, 
one  of  the  foremost  of  our  clever  "  Competition- 
wAllahs  "  (a  son  of  my  old  acquaintance  in  Scinde, 
Colonel  Wyllie,  of  the  Bombay  Army,®)  we  have 
an  official  memorandum  on  the  subject  of  our 
alliances  with  foreign  Native  States,  and  of  the 
treaties  with  the  independent  hill  chieftains  both 
in  this  direction  and  on  our  extreme  barrier 
frontiers.  It  was  not  much  to  be  told  that  these 
border  tribes  arrogated  to  themselves  a  high- 
handed and  insolent  independence,  and  raided  our 
marches  on  desperate  forays  intent,  after  the 
manner  of  "  moss-trooping  Scots  "  of  old  time  ;  but 
Mr.  Wyllie  lays  it  down  as  a  present  moral  obliga- 
tion on  our  parts,  to  endeavour  to  civilize  the 
barbarous  races  and  educate  them,  and  to  establish 
schools  for  them,  to  distribute  troops  along  our 
borders  and  erect  barracks,  etc.,  in  view  to  induce 
them,  "  sua  si  bona  norint^^^  to  peaceful  frontierzen-  ^ 
ship.  Not  so  fast,  dear  sir !  Excellent,  if  we » 
could  reckon  on  the  results  !  but  I  fear  that  yet  for 
a  long  time,  nothing  but  Jcdzi'Ool-hoqjjdty  or  the 
arbitration  of  the  sword,  will  suffice  to  reduce  them  i 
to  order  or  amendment.^  * 

6th  August. — More  precise  information  is  tele- 
graphed  from   home   connected   with    the    Jervis 

•  P.S.— The  present  General.Sir  William  Wyllie,  G.C.B.  His 
talented  son  died  early.  P.P.S. — The  veteran  Sir  William  was 
also  gathered  this  year,  1891. 

*  P.S. — I  once  met  with  a  finely-watered  Damascene  blade, 
much  coveted  by  me  and  afterwards  acquired  by  a  foreign  prince 
who  was  travelling  in  India — a  cousin  of  our  Queen — with  the 
above  fitly-conceived  Arabic  epithet,  "  arbiter  of  all  wants,"  a 
veritable  nom  de  guerre^  inscribed  upon  the  back  of  it. 
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court-martial.  We  have  the  heads  of  a  reprimand 
5?«f«-  from  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  to  Sir  William  Mans- 
field, conveyed  it  seems  some  time  back  and  now 
only  divulged  on  its  being  laid  before  Pariiament, 
and  that  the  adjudged  oflScer  was  "allowed"  to 
retire  with  a  bonus  of  1800Z.  as  the  price  of  his 
commission,  payable  from  the  revenues  of  hidia. 
Opinions  are  divided  on  the  subject.  For  one,  I 
have  thought  the  Chief  should  rather  have  been 
supported.  For,  although  I  might  have  inclined 
to  the  position,  that  simple  dismissal  from  his  per- 
sonal staff  of  the  erring  aide-de-camp — "CassiOjI 
love  thee,  but  never  more  be  oflScer  of  mine" — ^would 
have  been  a  more  dignified  course  at  the  outset  of 
the  profitless  contention  ;  still  there  was  no  ques- 
tion of  the  gross  insubordination  displayed,  and 
that  one  fact  should  have  been  disconnected  from 
all  the  side  issues  with  which  the  inquiry  was  so 
unnecessarily  burdened,  and  which  were  so  dis- 
paragingly weighed  against  the  course  pursued  by 
the  high  and  distinguished  oflScer  answerable  for 
upholding  the  discipline  of  the  service.  Indeed,  I 
should  have  supposed  that  he  exhibited  more  moral 
courage,  in  the  sense  he  entertained  of  that  great 
duty  being  paramount  to  every  personal  considera- 
tion whereby  he  preferred  to  submit  himself  to 
censure  rather  than  that  the  conduct  he  complained 
of  should  pass  unnoticed,  than  had  he  ignobly 
sheltered  himself  from  public  inquiry  by  simply 
sending  the  transgressor,  whom  he  had  so  long 
trusted,  to  the  right  about y  as  he  might  easily  have 
done. 
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Other  jobations  follow  suit  in  the  same  telegram 
— the  opinion  of  Government  at  home  reflecting  on 
the  action  taken,  or  rather  the  inadequate  prevision  o 
grasped,  by  Sir  Cecil  Beadon  and  other  officials  f 
concerned,  in  meeting  the  late  distressful  Famine 
in  Orissa,  being  of  the  number  and  creating  much 
dismay  among  the  chastised  ones.  Of  course,  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  all  wrong — "  badly  ad- 
vised " — and  all  that  ! 

7th  Augtist. — Attended  a  lecture  by  Colonel-^ 
Henry  Norman  on  the  Relief  of  Lucknow.  One  i 
of  the  many  anecdotes  recounted  was  characteristic  d 
of  the  British  tar.  Attracted  by  a  succession  of 
deep  thudding  soimds,  Norman,  on  entering  the 
court-yard  of  a  mosque  from  where  they  proceeded, 
observed  in  sole  occupation,  a  powerful  bearded 
sailor  belonging  to  the  gallant  Naval  Brigade, 
again  and  again  uplifting  a  huge  cannon-ball  of 
the  many  lying  about,  shot  and  shell,  and  wrath- 
fully  throwing  it  down  upon  the  beautifully  tessel- 
lated marble  pavement  of  the  enclosure,  on  slab 
after  slab  thereof,  and  vengefully  and  with  deep 
but  satisfied  utterance,  delivering  himself  of 
"  heave  "  each  time  he  did  so  ;  who  explained  as 
his  reason  for  the  desecration  and  vandalism,  that 
he  was  "  not  going  to  suffer  such  lubberly  scoun- 
drels to  pretend  to  be  of  a  religious  lot  !  "  The 
last  glorious  assault  and  on-rush  had  then  just 
taken  place,  and  the  city  finally  recaptured. 
"  Loot  "  was  not  in  the  honest  fellow's  thoughts ! 
I  was  glad  to  find  the  lecturer  giving  full  credit 
to  Outram's  dashing   conduct.      Some  feelings  of 
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Ontram  jealousy,  in  minds  ordinarily  superior  to  such  bias, 
LuckBow.  have  led  to  much  unmerited  reticence  in  regard  to 
hia  conspicuous  gallantry  and  noble  bearing  on 
every  occasion  at  Lucknow,  whether  of  advance, 
siege,  or  besiegement ;  or  in  the  splendid  interlude 
at  Alumbogh  hard  by  it,  where  Outram  with  his 
handfid  of  troops  kept  the  British  flag  flying,  and 
routed  the  hosts  of  the  enemy  on  every  attempt  to 
dislodge  liim  or  vauntingly  to  provoke  hira  to 
combat — a  challenge  never,  to  their  cost,  declined 
— after  the  bulk  of  the  great  army  corps  had  rt- 
tirfd  (even  if  only  to  return  anon  in  renewed 
strength,)  and  had  left  him  there,  albeit  his  own 
chivalrous  choice,  akme  I  For  the  Baronetcy  came 
tardily,  as  though  only  from  an  after  inspiration 
and  of  a  relenting  impulse.  The  Victoria  Cnm 
■tcn.f  dciir  Ofiti-ani'y  mily  corrtril  ijui-riJon,  iivl  v'l.mh'i 
have  been  his  fitting  meed. 

8th  August. — A  time  back  the  quotas   of  three 

distinct  leaders  of  Meena  robbers  banded  together 

for  dacoitie,  were  detected,  through  the  intelligence 

kept  up  by  Captain  Shuttleworth  the  local  police 

officer  (formerly  of  the  "  Black  AVatch,")   secret- 

TheAgm  ing  thomsclves  in  the  city  of  Ajmcre,  with  the  con- 

Caorton  nivancc,  too,  of  some  members  of  the  local  police 

dlwwTd    *^d    '^^   other   official    employiSs.     The    prisoners 

■'^i""'*' were  shortly  after  arrest  examined  by  myself  at 

Ajmere,  and  were  recognized    by  the    approvers 

with  whom  they  were  confronted,   to  be  mostly 

Meenas   belonging    to    the    colony    of   that   tribe 

inhabiting    Shajdnpoor    in   British    territory,  that 

remarkably  isolated  strip  of  country  surrounded  by 
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Xative  States,  and  situated  near  Goorgaon  of  Delhi 
{viiU  pp.  317,  327,  439,  vol.  i.)  That  outlying  dis- 
trict being  notoriously  a  very  nest  and  a  meeting- 
place  of  Meena  dacoits,  and  Ajmere  very  distant 
from  it,  the  arrested  parties  were  unable  to  explain 
away  the  false  names  and  habitations  with  which 
they  had  endeavoured  to  pass  themselves  off,  or, 
when  called  upon,  to  give  a  sufficient  reason  for 
their  being  so  far  away  from  their  home,  where, 
as  was  proved,  they  were  due  to  be  **  present "  for 
roll  call — then  additionally  required  of  all  Meenas 
professing  to  reside  there,  except  they  should 
obtain  permission  to  be  absent  from  the  scrutiny 
on  the  ticket-Df-leave  system  then  lately  intro- 
duced. Implements  for  committing  dacoitie  were 
discovered  concealed  about  the  places  they  had 
occupied,  and  being  charged  with  assembling  and 
making  preparation  to  commit  dacoitie,  they  were, 
after  trial  in  the  Court  of  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner for  the  district,  sentenced,  one  and  all,  to 
rigorous  imprisonment  for  seven  years.  Their 
purpose  was  dacoitie,  as  was  afterwards  more  un- 
questionably established  upon  the  confessions  to 
us  of  some  of  their  number.  They  had  then  very 
recently  already  committed  two  authenticated  acts 
of  dacoitie  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  obtaining 
booties  on  each  occasion,  valued  at  18,000  rupees 
and  8000  rupees  respectively  ;  and  they  had  two 
other  enterprises  on  hand  (as  afterwards  admitted 
to  us,)  one  the  plunder  of  a  rich  convoy  of  treasure 
then  about  to  be  despatched  from  Ajmere,  and  the 
other  to  sack  the  premises    or  Jcothee  of  the  re- 
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mltter  Himself,  uu  influential  native  banker  in  tti6 
same  city,  «'A.y  waii  even  the  T^^casurer  of  fhe  Ooventor- 
GeneraVs  Agent  for  the  Slaleti  of  Rajpoolanah,  Colonel 
Eden  !  A  great  dual  more  was  elicited  in  our  sub- 
sequent invijstigations  into  the  criminal  career  of 
each  individual  member  of  the  arrested  lot,  and  I 
had  been  congratulating  mvself,  that  for  the 
present  at  leaat,  thej  were  shut  off  from  doing 
further  mischief — it  being  something  gained  to 
have,  at  a  single  haul,  got  so  many  dangerous 
fellows  safely  put  by  and  prevented  for  a  time  at 
least,  from  carrying  on  more,  and  I  had  only  just 
included  a  full  account  of  the  circumstances  in  the 
Dacoitie  Statements  of  the  period,  when,  lo  I  a 
rumour  reaches  us,  that  the  High  Court  at  Agra 
had  taken  up  the  case  on  the  petitions  of  three 
men  of  the  number  belonging  to  the  Ajmere  Police 
(who  had  aided  and  abetted  the  dacoits,)  and  that 
the  chances  now  were,  that,  on  technical  grounds, 
the  liberation  of  all  would  be  recommended  !  Of 
course,  my  office  will  first  be  referred  to  by  the 
local  Govemment,  to  show  cause  against  the 
measure,  but  I  shall  have  to  struggle  hard  to  stay 
it. 

OiA  August. — Two  letters  from  OUecr  Probyii  of 
J*^  the  Khandeish  Bheel  Police,  on  the  subject  of  the 

Bnper.  revelations  which  he  reports,  of  the  fellows  lately 
of  Kh»D-  captured  down  there  (ciVi;  pp.  177, 1S2,  vol,  ii.,)  and 
"*  '  of  the  arrest  among  them  of  Uvo  out  ot  the  four 
'  Eei»p.  prisoners  rescued  last  November  from  AVard's 
t"o%f  the  custody  at  Jalnah,  one  of  them  named  Oodn  being 
FriMoera.  '^®  man  who  was  irregularly  released  and  whose 
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recapture  I  had  requested.  He  is  now  known  to 
be  of  the  number  who,  in  a  dacoitie  down  there, 
were  suspected /row  their  shoe-prints  to  be  no  local 
robbers  {vide  p.  347,  vol.  i.)  1  have  telegraphed  to 
give  him  a  small  present  from  myself  for  "  value 
received ;"  for  he  had  told  us  where  to  find  the  other 
captured  fugitive  Jowahirra.  Not  that  I  did  not 
know  that  Ooda  was  altogether  the  rogue  he  was 
trying  to  make  out  he  was  noty  in  view  to  hood- 
wink us,  but  only  to  let  him  suppose  that  he  was 
still  gulling  us  with  his  twisted  stories,  and  thus 
be  led  on,  by  his  sure  entanglements,  to  disclose 
further  clues  to  and  give  us  a  little  more  informa- 
tion of  his  associates,  and  where  to  lay  hands  upon 
them.  This  on  the  diamond-cut-diamond  plan. 
It  will  then  be  time  enough  to  reveal  to  him  our 
knowledge  of  himself.  At  present  he  supposes  we 
know  him  not. — Probyn  confirms,  in  his  other  letter, 
the  duplicity  of  the  man  Jeewun  Sing  before  often 
enough  mentioned  {vide  pp.  164,  190,  191,  vol.  i., 
and  22,  32,  73,  vol.  ii.)  This  man,  locally  notorious  Robber 
as  a  dacoit  confederate,  had  been  taken  into  the  rates*^* 
Nagpore  Police  for  his  "  excellent  acquaintance  "  ^i^l 
with  dacoitie  doings,  soon  after  his  other  equally  Co»- 
artful  and  equally  notorious  confrere,  but  not  his 
friend,  named  Choutmull  (also  before  mentioned — 
vide  pp.  164,  182,  vol.  i.,  and  33,  75,  vol.  ii.,)  had 
also  been  taken  into  the  twin  police  force  of 
Berar.  I  had  hinted  to  the  heads  of  the  local 
police,  our  information  that  they  both  harboured 
dacoits,  but  the  former  man  nevertheless  incon- 
tinently appeared  at  Indore  on  the  declared  de- 
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puted  purpose  of  searching  out  tbo  perpetrators  of 
-  tlie  treasure  dacoitie  near  Burwai,  near  Khundwab, 
of  occurrence  last  February  {ruh^  p.  318,  vol.  i.,)  of 
whom  it  waa  stated  be  had  already  arrested  some 
(whether  real  or  supposed  we  have  yet  to  see.) 
But  Thompson,  my  assistant  for  the  Central  India 
States,  was,  as  T  have  before  said,  at  Indoro  {vide 
p.  22,  vol.  ii.,)  and  as  the  approvers  with  him 
claimed  the  man  as  more  or  less  their  associate,  be 
forthwith  had  him  arrested  ;  but  waiting  to  obtain 
more  certain  information  of  his  complicity,  and 
l)ecau3e  the  Chief  of  the  Police  in  which  he  was 
employed  wished  it,  1  had  ordered  his  releaao 
(p.  34.)  It  now,  however,  comes  out  from  the 
disclosures  made  to  Probyn  hj  Joii-'ihirra,t}i.e  other 
recaptured  fugitive,  that  these  charges  were  not 
without  foundation,  and  I  am  curious  to  learn 
something  ou  the  suty'ect  from  Ward  at  .ThIti.tIi,  to 
whom  I  have  to-day  ordered  all  the  prisoners  to 
be  transferred. 

10(A  August. — There  being  no  troupe  this  year 

of  professional  actors  at   ISimlah,  some  amateurs 

among  the  local  European  shopkeepers  and  clerks, 

last  night  performed  with  great  success,  the  "  Two 

Mdtho     Bonnycastles "  and    a   "Burlesque   of    Shytock" 

MSimUii.  before  a  full  house.     The  Simiab  "  Theatre  "  so 

called,  is,  however,  a  miserable  construction  with  a 

low  flat  pitch-plastered  roof,  and  placed  down  in  a 

khud  below  the  native  bazaar,  ill-ventilated  and 

^  badly  devised,  not  a  decoration    in    it,   and    the 

Erection  scenerv  arrangements  mean  and  insufficient.     To 

of  a  State  ■    ■    7  j  i_  i        i  ^         - 

Theatre    suggest.  With  bated  breath,  the  erection  of  a  Sf/if,- 
^ed.      Tlifciln;  worthy  of  this  Viceregal  place  of  residence. 


Amateur 
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would  be  to  be  condemned  past  redemption  ;  yet 
why  not  have  such  a  structure,  if  the  public  amuse- 
ment is  the  public  health — and  the  "  drama  an 
intelligence "  ?  The  present  building  being 
already  much  tarred^  it  only  remained  to  feather  it 
also — hence  this  gibbeting  and  detraction. 

WtU  August^  Snndaij^  Simlah. — Hugh  and  I  dined 
at  the  Simlah  Club  last  night.  To  church  for 
evening  service. 

12th  August. — Wrote  to  Probyn   thanking  him 
for  his  "  very  valuable  co-operation  at  all  times." 
AVe  are  gradually  coming  from  one  gang  to  another 
of  the  perpetrators  of  the  heavy  treasure  and  other  Eegard- 
dacoities  down  in  Berar  and  the  Central  Provinces,  Treasnre 
the  deed  of  robbers  from  afar  and  not  of  local  pacoifies 

m  Berar 

organizations.     The  latter  collapsed  the  moment  and  the 
the  local  police  was  doubled,  and  the  European  Pro- 
superintendence  considerably  augmented  {vide  p.  ^^^^^^ 
211 ;)  but  to  trace  the  distant-living  bandits,  and 
bring  them  to  account  sooner  or  later,  is  our  work 
icideV.S.Y>.  213,  vol.  ii.) 

13th    August. — I   have   twice   mentioned    trails  f^i^Twil 
followed  by  scent — one  in  a  poisoning  case  through  ^J^'O'i^J^ 
the  subtle  perfume  of  some  stolen  extract  of  the  Opinm. 
Iroi'd  flower  or  spikenard  (p.  161,)  and  the  other 
of  a  dacoitie  through  the  pervading  odour  of  some 
plundered  musk   or  kustooree   (p.  158.)     Here   is 
another   successfully  followed  up  by  the  smell  of 
apunn.     A   quantity  of   that    valuable    drug   was 
plundered  by  some  Mooltanee  dacoits    in  March 
last,  from  a  train  of  bullock  carts  while  imder  con- 
voy from  Rutlam,  as  before  noted  (p.  336,  vol.  i.) 
Assailed  in  the  dark  with  a  shower  of  stones,  the 
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men  in  charge  and  the  cart  drivers  immediately 
rail  away,  and  the  robbers  carried  off  and  buried 
their  plunder.  Intercepted  on  suspicion  as  some 
of  the  gang  were  hastening  by  a  village  at  break 
of  day,  as  already  told  (p.  330,)  it  was  perceived 
that  their  clothes  smell  strongly  of  the  drug.  The 
footsteps  of  the  plunderers  wore  next  carried  from 
the  place  of  the  robbery  up  to  a  spot  in  the  dry 
bed  of  the  river,  on  tho  way  to  which  opium  was 
found  to  have  been  recently  buried,  and  thus  the 
arrested  parties,  seven  in  number,  found  them- 
selves in  a  plight.  They  had  reason  then  to  be 
astonished  on  being  told,  after  aU  this,  that  the 
magistrate  had  acquitletl  them !  But  as  T  had  received 
information  of  their  arrest,  and  our  approvers  of 
the  same  tribe  had  claimed  them,  recognizing  two 
of  the  number  as  previously  registered  dacoits, 
ttud  anotlior  aa  but  rcGc-obiy  ivt  out  oi  jail  uftci' 
undergoing  punishment  for  a  previous  opium 
dacoitie,  I  was  able  to  intervene  and  to  direct  their 
transfer  to  our  custody.  Before  that  could  be 
carried  out,  however,  five  men  of  the  lot  effected 
their  escape  from  the  local  police,  including  the 
above  three  recognized  accomplices  of  approvers, 
so  that  thus  only  two  have  reached  Ward  at  Jalnali, 
and  these  two  fellows  have  confessed  to  him  as 
many  as  thirteen  similar  acts  of  dacoitie  committed 
within  the  last  few  years  in  Khandeish  and 
Malwah,  the  recent  or  Rutldm  ca-t^e  being  one  of  the 
number,  and  to  belong,  to  a  large  gang  of 
Mooltanee  plunderers  located  in  Baroda  territory. 
They  declare,  however,  that  in  the  particular  case 
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Tinder  notice,  their  plunder  consisted  of  five  chests 
of  opium,  not  two  only^  the  whole  of  the  contents  of 
which,  they  add,  they  had  buried  together  in  the 
dry  bed  of  the  Soor  river  (but  where  that  quantity 
was  not  professed  to  have  been  found,)  "  each 
chest  consisting  of  from  seventy  to  eighty  lumps 
or  balls  of  the  drug,  weighing  each  a  seer  or  a 
couple  of  pounds,"  a  much  more  valuable  prize 
than  what,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  declared  to 
have  been  exhumed ;  so  that  someone  must  have 
got  considerably  enriched  by  the  treasure  trove  !* 

But  we  have  received  a  report  of  another  more  ADaooiti 
recent  act  of  dacoitie  in  Khandeish,  which  I  only  karees. 
note  because  of  its  being  the  deed  of  Khaikdrees,  the 
professional  dacoit  race  described  before  (pp.  347, 
348,  vol.  i.)  The  owner  of  the  house  attacked, 
awoke  at  midnight  by  his  hearing  footsteps  outside 
of  it,  and  on  coming  out  by  the  door,  was  forthwith 
seized  and  held  down,  while  the  rest  of  the  robbers 
rushed  into  the  house,  and,  blowing  a  hitherto 
suppressed  torch  held  inside  of  an  earthen  vessel 
into  a  flame,  proceeded  by  its  light  to  plunder  the 
place  of  whatever  came  to  hand.  This  is  often 
the  way  with  Khaikdree  robbers  when  engaged  in 
an  act  of  gang  burglary,  as  often  demonstrated  in 
my  reports  of  their  doings.  They  go  intending  to 
commit  a  noiseless  robbery,  but  prepared  to  con- 
vert it  into  one  with  open  violence  with  lighted 
torches,   if  at  all  resisted  or  not  readily  able   to 

*  P.S. — Tlie  two  confessing  prisoners  above  alluded  to  (Magvl 
and  Imaniy)  were  later  on  sentenced  in  the  Court  of  the  Besident 
at  Hydrabad,  each  to  ten  years'  transportation. 

VOL.    11.  S 
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effect  a  stealthy  entrance  into  the  premises. 
Thej  are  identical  with  the  "  Kul-Kowrees  "  and 
"  Korwurroos,"  with  other  aliasi  denominations, 
infesting  Mysore  and  Madras  territory  and  the 
entire  southern  peninsula  (ot'iZc  p.  347.)  Two  of 
the  culprits  in  the  above  case  have  been  locally 
arrested  and  sentenced.' 

'  P.S. — Tliere  was  a  good  deft]  of  crime  in  Khandeish  in  the 
year  18G7,  whether  daeoi ties  or  "robberies,"  chiefly  the  deed  of 
Uheth,  which  Major  Olicer  Pfobi/n,  the  highly  efficient  Police 
Stiperinteudciit  of  the  diatrict,  attributed  in  a  grent  measure 
to  tlie  reatrictione  imijoaed  upon  irood-culltng  in  the  Satpoora 
HilU  and  junglea  occupied  by  the  race  on  the  borders  of 
Ehandciah.  He  eaid  the  Bheels  had  cojoyod  the  privilege  of 
cutting  timber  in  them  from  time  immemorial.  It  was  their  cbiuf 
means  of  subsistouce,  and  that  thuir  complaiuts  against  the 
innovation  were  constant.  Hs  also  ascribed  the  great  oppression 
practised  by  the  local  traders  (Sowcara)  and  village  headmen  in 
tlioir  dealings  with  the  BhecU,  as  an  odditionnl  opt^ratin^;  caaae  : 
"  No  one  who  has  had  but  little  iiii4'rcour«e  with  bhoels  can  fonn 
any  idfu  nf  thi-  '-^u-vA  to  ivbidi  lli.y  -m..'  A-..- ^u.:\,  I  m^Klit  s^y 
ro66«i  by  the  local  Sowcara,"  and  "entaugled  in  the  nieslies  of 
false  accounts  and  extorted  bonds,"  they  are  compelled  by  tlicse 
■  creditors  "  to  live  on  mere  pittances,  barely  sufficient  to  supjiort 
existence,"  The  small  adTanccs  originally  made  to  them  become 
et«nding  debts,  and  being  rarely  paid  off,  "  the  Sowcais  will  yeiiily 
carry  away  almost  all  the  grain  the  liheels  may  have  ^tiiivii.  imd 
occasionally  seize  also  the  bullocks  which  have  enabled  tliem  to 
cultivate  the  ground  which  had  produced  the  seed  just  takon 
possession  of.  Was  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  these  Bhi'iOs 
betook  to  robbery  t  "  Major  Probyn  added  that  in  several  of  tin; 
robberies  committed  during  the  year  by  Bhcels,  the  chief  pluiidur 
had  been  found  to  be  the  bmdt  which  the  Soiccarg  hal  ext-nli-l 
frrnn  tliemi  The  district  magistrate,  Mr.  Q.  F.  Shej>i>ar<l,  a  voiy 
able  Civil  Officer,  observed  to  this,  that  the  causes  above  assigmd 
for  the  frequency  of  the  robboriea,  were  doubtless  in  some  di-;,;i-i'o 
applicable — that  the  measures  of  Forest  Conservation  of  late  years 
adopted,  no  doubt  resulted  in  certain  hardships,  but  thiit  iJie 
evil  had  been  great  which  arose  from  in  di  scrim  incite  ctitlin;,,' 
doivn  of  forest,  which  must  soon  have  exhausti'd  the  sujiply  tinw 
that  the  demand  for  timber  had  of  late  so  much  increased  ;  ;ind  lie 
anticipated  of  these  measures  that  in  tlic  end  the  result  would  be 
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We  dined  last  night  with  the  Durands  at  their  sir  Henry 
house,  "  The  Observatory."  I  took  Lady  Durand 
to  table.  Sir  Henry,  in  conversation  with  me, 
defended  the  policy  of  not  taking  up  any  positions 
above  the  passes,  of  late  so  much  advocated  in  some 
quarters.  He  said  we  could  at  any  time  easily 
move  up  into  Afghanistan,  and  that  in  his  opinion 
the  day  of  conflict  with  the  Russians  in  that 
direction,  was  very  distant.  I  would  distinguish 
his  role  as  one  of  disciplined  inaction. 

14th  Augmt. — Last  night  we  dined  at  "  Wood- 
ville  "  *  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Lady 
Mansfield.  Sir  William  seemed  very  thoughtful. 
He  had  indeed  but  just  seen  a  telegram  from  home 
announcing  that  General  Peel,  the  Minister  for 
War,  had  declared  in  Parliament,  that  if  he  had 
known  that  the  Duke  of  Cambridge's  reprimand  to 
Sir  William  in  the  Jemis  case  would  be  published, 
he  would  have  advised  his  Excellency's  recall.  I 
don't  think  Sir  William  need  much  care — "  rail 
on!" 

The  telegram  was  made  known  to  the  community 
in  the  course  of  to-day.  It  stated  that  a  debate 
in  the  House  had  resulted  in  the  rejection  (by  not 

beneficial,  and  that  he  thought  that  by  the  system  of  Tuggdi,*  ♦  Tuggdi 
which  had  been  extended  to  them  by  Government,  the  Bheels  (^^  n»ore 
generally   were  improving.     I   believe,  however,  that   with   the  *^r^^*^f  * 
exception  of  those  enrolled  in  the  Bheel  Corps,  the  condition  of  aswiting 
the  poor  Bheel,  whether  in  Khandeish  or  those  of  the  Bheel  Pals  tenantn, 
of    Pertabghur    and  Sirohi,   and  about  Neemuch,    or  in    other  adranoing 
fastnesses  possessed  by  the  tribe,  to  be  still  very  much  the  same  JJ^^^T. 
as  described  by  Bishop  Heber — impoverished  and  scantily  clad,  vators." 
and  "  thieves  and  savages  "  to  the  present  date.     This  would  seem 
to   be   the  common  fate  of  all  aboriginal  races.     (Vide  Heber'' $ 
Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  495.) 

s  2 
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Tge   majority,)  of   a  motion  to   petition 

sty  to  restore  Captain  Jervis.     The  Chief 

said,  quite  himself  again,  and  in  good 

hile  at  the  Council  Board  at  "  Peterhoff  " 

Perhaps  he  thinlis,  and  thinks  correctly, 

eral    Peel's  observations   were    intended 

upon  Parliament  the  production  of  his 

,jdr  CO  tne  i     ^  ^^rimand — a  very  ably 

drawn  up  document  I  understand. 

5(A  Augmt. — Tt  being  a  Hindu  festival  and  the 
3  establishment    on    leave  in    consequence,  I 
ade  several  calls  to-day,  and  at  evening  we  had 
a  party  to  dinner  at  home. 

\6fh  Aiir/iint. — An  expedition  to  Abyssinia  to 
rescue  the  British  subjects  there  defiantly  held  in 
captivity  by  the  Kct/vs,  is  now  a  certainty,  and  is 
now  openly  talked  of,  C.  Blair  writes,  the  rumour 
of  it  down  in  Rajpootanah,  is,  that  it  was  to  be  a 
"reconnoitring  party"  only,  and  that  several 
officers  from  Rajpootanah  were  under  orders  to 
join  it.  Here  we  know  a  little  more  of  the 
preparations,  reticent  as  those  who  know  all  would 
be.  The  expedition  is  to  consist  of  a  large  force 
from  the  Bombay  Army,  under  the  personal  com- 
mand of  Sir  Robert  Napier,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  at  Bombay, 
jame*  Jamcs  Blair,  who  has  returned  from  his  short 

the  furlough  home,  has  relieved  C.   Blair,    who  was 

^  '"■  acting  for  him  as  my  assistant  at  Aboo,  and  I  am 
glad  to  find  him  writing  that  he  was  "  most  ansious 
to  get  the  wedge  in  amongst  tlie  lloghyas  near 
Neemnch  (vide  pp.  377  and  386,  vol.  i.)     I  score 
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him  as  a  giant  come  back  refreshed.  As  noticed 
before,  these  Moghya  robbers  do  not  confine  them- 
selves to  the  particular  tract  above  indicated,  but 
spread  into  Harowtie  also,  and  into  the  Central 
India  States,  of  which  the  opium  dacoitie  in  the  Sim- 
role  Pass  near  Indore  was  a  recent  example  {vide 
pp.  365,  385,  vol.  i.)  Their  depredations  in  that 
direction  became  so  frequent,  that  in  the  absence  of 
any  effectual  local  police  arrangements,  the  safety  of 
the  high  road  through  Indore  to  Gwalior  has  now 
for  some  time  been  entrusted  to  a  system  of  coTairy 
cavalry  patrols,  assisted  by  a  foot  police  of  local  ^**'®^" 
Xujjeebs.  A  stretch  of  180  miles  of  road,  extend- 
ing from  Deicds  to  Bhddurwdsj  is  daily  patrolled 
by  that  efficient  body  of  irregular  cavalry,  the  Cen- 
tral India  Horse.  It  was  by  Moghyas  that  a 
Lieutenant  Haig  was  a  time  back  attacked  and  bm/ 
w^ounded.  The  spot  -chosen  for  the  ambush  was  ^^ 
a  wild  part  of  the  great  trunk  road  about  thirty  ^^8^y**- 
miles  from  Indore  and  ten  miles  from  the  staging 
bungalow  at  Dewas.  He  was  travelling  in  one  of 
the  conveyances  of  the  "  Government  Bullock 
Train,"  journeying  down  country.  At  a  dark 
hour  of  the  night  the  train  was  waylaid  and  set 
upon.  The  officer  defended  himself,  and,  for  the 
severe  sword-cut  he  himself  received,  he  dealt  as 
good  a  one  in  exchange  to  one  of  his  opponents, 
whereupon  they  all  hastily  left  the  spot,  taking  but 
an  insignificant  booty  with  them.  This  occurred 
a  short  time  ago.  A  party  of  our  special  police 
was  quickly  despatched  from  Indore.  Two  of  the 
plunderers  were  eventually  arrested,  of  whom  one 
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.an  who  tad  been  wounded,  and  he  con- 

The    gang    was    composed    of    certain 

twelve  in  number,  wlioae  names  lie  gave. 

ive  no  approvers  of  that  tribe  to  support 

lent,  80  that  these  fellows  have  their  own 

t,  but  we  shall  be  even  with  them  by-and- 

idmissions  made  by  the  two  arrested  men 

.0   satisfy  me.   and  I 

3refore  rejected  the  oHer  of  their  aervicefl.     It 

repugnant  enough  to  be  obliged  to  have  re- 

rse  to  approvers  at  all,  but  to  enlist  had.  (met, 

cs  against  the  grain  entirely,  however  desirable 

feel   it  to   be  to  get  information  somehow  or 

somewhere,  upon  which  to  make  an  effectual  oast, 

nst  this  enterprising  robber  tribe  ;  but  better 

il      a  good  beginning,  than  be  in  a   hurry  and 

.^mnience  badly.     A  good  approver  is  a  valuable 

fellow,  but  a  bad  one  involves  a  deal   of  trouble, 

and    is  sure  to    fail  you.     1   desire  to    hii    these 

lloghyas  hard  and  surely.* 

17//t  August. — A  letter  from  the  Police,  telling 
me  of  the  arrest  at  Nagpore  of  "  a  large  gang 
of  Sunnu-reahx"   from  the  Tehree  district  in  Beu- 

*  P.S. — I  was  aubsequeiitly  at  length  able  to  submit  a  full 
report  to  the  Govemraent  of  India,  of  ibe  long-  time  depri'ilatioTis 
of  these  people,  nnd  of  thuii  habits  as  dacoii^,  and  to  commeiiue 
systematic  operations  for  their  suppression.  The  l«dy  of  itifoi- 
iiiation  acquired  enahlt^  my  successor  in  office,  Jlajor  now  Colonid 
Sir  Edward  Bradforf,  K.C.S.I.,  K.C.B.,  with  tlio  aid  of  tlie 
approvers  I  had  myself  admitted  from  the  tribe,  to  follow  up  these 
first  proceedings  sQccessfuUy,  Government  having,  npon  my  reconi- 
mendatioB,  conceded  to  him,  the  employment  of  ii  distinct  assistant 
for  the  special  duty  of  conducting  the  operations  n^^aiust  tliem, 
with  headquarters  at  the  centml  position  of  Nccmuch,  right  in  tlie 
heart  of  their  settlements  in  that  direction. 


Some  Records  of  Crime,  263 

dlekund,  and  inquiring  where  any  account  might 

be  found  of  the  wandering  tribes  of  India.     

seems  to  regard  this  capture  as  a  first  revelation  as 
to  this  race  of  born  thieves,  and  of  their  thievish 
habits  !  Alas  for  my  printed  "  List  of  the  Wander- 
ing Tribes,"  circulated  so  long  back  as  1852,  and 
our  published  reports  concerning  these  very  Sunno- 
reahs  !  There  is  a  want  of  articulation  I  fear  in 
these  matters,  where  it  should  not  be.  He  tells  me 
too,  of  the  similar  arrest  by  the  police,  of  some 
Nitths^  and  inquires  about  them  also,  and  whether 
they  are  not  identical  with  the  Khaikarees,  and 
says  "  we  sadly  want  a  Police  Gazetteer  for  India  "! 
Pigeon-holing — ^relegation  to  the  dust-bin  of  official 

records — prevails,   it    is    plain. adds    that 

the  information  respecting  this  new  discovery  is 
being  printed  for  circulation,  and  that  I  shall  be 
supplied  with  a  copy  of  it  : — Kind  !  But  full  ac- 
count of  these  people  were  published  many  years 
ago  !  They  are  a  remarkable  race  and  practise  a 
widespread  system  of  plunder.  Variously  called  SnnnA- 
Suniwreahs  in  Bendlekund  their  principal  locale^  oednre 
Dhunnojee  Brahmins  in  Guzerat,  and  Thug  Bhdts  *"^" 
in  Sirohi  and  other  parts  of  Rajpootanah,  gangs 
of  them  periodically  sally  forth  every  year  and 
return  with  the  proceeds  of  the  booties  acquired 
converted  into  money.  They  rob  far  and  near, 
and  will  penetrate  even  to  Calcutta  and  Bombay 
on  their  pilfering  expeditions,  coming  back  to 
their  homes  with  some  goodly  present  of  jewellery 
or  costly  thing  retained  from  their  loot^  with  which 
to  conciliate  the  chieftain  or  chief  local  authority 
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ley  are    sheltered.     Strictly   day   thievea, 
hs  rob  only  between  annrise  and  snnset, 
ey  rigidly  observe  ;  and  no  temptation,  no 
y,  no  assurance  of  nwiuj  however  easy  to  be 
will  induce  them  to  break  through  thia 
.    'ter  aunset  they  become  religiously  honest 
at  sunrise  they  remain  no  longer  spell- 
jid  ;  and    there  in        "'  '  ig,  however  valueless 
or   trifling,    which   they   will    then    abstain    from 
pilfering.     While  so  engaged  they  observe  a  code 
of  signals,  and  converse  by  signs  more  expertly 
than  perhaps  any  other  known  race  of  pickpockets 
and  cutpurses,  necessitated  to  it,  my  predecessor 
was  of  opinion,  by  the  rule  which  prohibited  them 
from    robbing    at    any    other    than    in    daytime. 
The  actual  theft  is  the  feat  of  a  boy  trained  to 
the  practice,  and  each  young  knave  is  attended  at 
some  little  distance  off,  by  an  Ooxkid  or  instruc- 
tor,* who,  acting  as  a  sort  of  fugleman,  by  signs 
or  by  song   from  some  vantage  standpoint  amid 
the  bazaar  crowd,  directs  the  apt  and  all-attentive 
lad,  when  and  how  to  approach  the  indicated  article, 
the  particular  moment  to  Vift  and  abscond  with  it, 
or  to  hand  it  to  a  confederate  on  the  look-out  hard 
by,  and  thus  to  pass  it  on  from  hand  to  hand,  to 
beyond  the  outskirts  of  the  listless  folk  thronging 
the  visited  gunge  or  market,  or  crowded  about  the 
open  booth  or  stall  marked  for  spoil.     This  being 
accomplished  with  much  dexterity,  the  youth   is 
Boon  lost  in  the  multitude,  or  disappears  by  some 
side  way  :  "  They  move  away  with  great  rapidity," 

*  P.S. — Of  the  sixty  Sunn&realiB  seized  on  the  above 
by  the  Nagpore  Police,  twenty  were  boys. 
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reported  the  elder  Sleeman,  **  and  have  relays  in 
proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  article  stolen  and 
the  distance  which  the  chances  of  pursuit  may 
make  it  necessary  to  have  it  conveyed  at  the  first 
burst  of  discovery.'*  The  distance  thus  passed, 
will  sometimes  cover  quite  a  hundred  miles  when 
the  appropriated  article  has  been  costly  and  the 
local  police  considered  to  be  vigilant.  They  paid 
a  tax,  it  was  added  in  our  old  Report,  "  to  the 
landholders  on  whose  estates  they  resided,  and  to 
the  influential  officers  of  the  chieftains,  if  not  to 
the  chiefs  themselves.'*  In  Guzerat  they  would 
pay  this  tax  for  protection  and  asylimi  to  the 
Guicowdr,  who,  remarked  Sleeman,  "  seemed 
always  to  regard  them  as  a  very  legitimate 
source  of  income."  A  good  deal  more  of  the 
same  sort  was  reported  by  us  of  this  dexterous 
class  of  professional  thieves,  which  I  must  em- 
body in  a  further  report  to  the  Government  of 
India,  in  bringing  to  its  notice  this  supposed  neio 
discovery. 

We  dined  at  the  Club.     A  long  talk  with .  At  the 

The  Chief  had  asked  him  whether  he  thought  that  ^*''*'- 
he  had  now  heard  the  last  of  the  Jervis  affair,  and 
he  had  replied  that  he  had  not.     I  am  to  see  the 
rejoinder. 

18//^  August y  Sunday. — Hugh  and  I  walked  in  the  The 
foi<^noon  to  the  top  of  the  lofty  peak  overhanging  Raoge. 
the  tcrthest  rifle  range,  from  where  a  beautiful  Evening 
view  of  ^.he  Snowy  mountains.     They  seemed  in  ^®™®°* 
the  clear  iHimosphere  to   be  quite  close  by. — At 
evening  to  church  and  a  sermon  upon  not  being 
religious     overmuch.      Alluring     counsel    where 
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J   there    was    a    bent    that    way,     more 

Pace,    dear    Pastor  1      Admitted    yon 

iplied  that  your  listeners,  not  should  he^ 

ivt  righteous  overmuch,  though  affecting 

: — Nor  do  we  on  the   other  hand  mean, 

,t  your  exhortation  the  other  way,  that 

lid  supinely  yield   to  what    they  would 

' '■^ -    perau "  ^  ~    """  mselvea    was    seldom 

resisted,  as  though  in  justification  for  following 

the  example.     But  then,   you  know,   your  very 

words  might  be  quoted  as  of  g^eat  authority  ! 

X9th  August. — The  great  topio  of  conversation 
is  the  Commander-in-Chiefs  reply  to  the  Duke's 
reprimand,  and  there  is  an  eager  desire  that  it 
should  be  made  known.  The  impending  war  with 
Abyssinia  pales  before  it  in  local  interest,  full  as 
the  newspapers  are  of  the  preparations  for  that 
expedition. 

A  so-called  "  Italian  Concert"  this  evening,  was 
a  disappointing  affair,  the  principal  singer  having 
a  cracked  voice,  dolefully  unmusical,  and  the  over- 
ture in  all,  pcint  harmotiieux. 

2(itk  August. — A  day  of  heavy  office  work  finished 
off  with  a  large  dinner  party  at  home,  a  brother 
of  my  old  Hampstead  school-fellow  Hew  Dch-i/mple, 
the  present  Baronet  of  Berwick,  hero  unexpectedly 
met  with,  being  of  the  guests. 

2l6t  August, — Replying  to  the  reference  about 
the  SunnOreahs  lately  captured  by  the  N'agporo 
Police  {vide  p.  2G2,)  I  say  that  reports  regarding 
those  people  as  criminals,  had  long  since  been  sub- 
mitted from  the  General  Superintendent's  Office,  . 
and   been    printed    and    circulated ;  that    if    the 
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persons   now   arrested    really   came   from    Tehree 
and  Ghirlidri  of  Bendlekund,  the   police   had  no 
doubt  got  hold  of  the  right  sort,  as  that  this  class 
chiefly  resided  in  those  districts,  Bendlekund  being 
their  general  nursery  ground  ;  that  they  were  the 
most  practised  pickpockets  and  juggling  thieves 
of  all  India,  going  periodically  far  distances  on 
their  thieving  expeditions,  and  coming  back  with 
valuable  booties,  much  of  which  they  used  as  hush- 
money,  and  as  consideration  for  the  refuge  allowed 
them  by  the  local  rajahs  and  zumeendars  where 
they  dwelt ;  that  as  to  the  Niiths  also  in  custody  (a 
class  corresponding  in  many  practices  with  the  gip- 
sies of  Europe,)  they  more  likelj  were  Beriahs  than 
KhaiMrees,  as  was  supposed,  the  Niiths  resembling  ^^.^      , 
the   Beriahs,   or  rather    that   Beriahs   resembled  Beriahs. 
Kuths  so  closely  in  pursuits  and  practices,  par- 
ticularly in  prostituting  th^ir  women,  and  in  the 
habit  of  kidnapping  girls  whom  to  bring  up  for 
that  purpose,  that  they  not  only  passed  for  them, 
but  might  be  declared  to  be  even  identical  people 
(although  not  so,)  and  that  thus  when  "  Beriahs  " 
were  taken  up,  they  were  easily  able  to  declare 
and  make  it  be  believed  that  they  were  harmless 
''  Niiths  "  or  shmvmen  and  tumblers  only — but  that 
they  were  not  Khaikarees  I     Also  that  I  had  lately 
seen  some  printed  papers  proceeding  from  Nagpore 
and  from  another  Chief  Police  Office,  professing  to 
circulate  information,  as  though  now  also  for  the 
first  time  given,  of  the  criminal  habits  of  certain  Rinds 
''  Rinds  "  (sometimes  locally  called  "  Beloochees,")  jaSiiJoohai 
and  of  the  people  known  as  Kullubsdzees  or  false 
money  coiners  (v.  pp.  129  to  134,  vol.  ii.)  but  of  both  o,Sl^^ 
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classes  full  reports  had  also  long  previously 

en  by  us,  and  been  printed  and  circulated. 

say    our    information   is    infallible,    but 

)ent    on    letting    it    be    known    that    the 

department   had  not  been    forestalled    in 

ng  what  is  now  professed  to  have  been  rfts- 

and  that  the  new  police  have  yet  to  harh 

a  Dit  before  lu  "ile  to  run  npon  any  new 

scent.*     Subjdiita  or  "  knowing  everything"  bai 

been  too  long,  and  not  perhaps  inaptly,  though  in 

banter,  applied  as  our  xobri'ptet,  and  I  am  unwilling 

to  forego  the  earned  dwtinctlon  even   if  it  be  to 

plume  to  do  so.     We  must  kirk  the  beam,  if  we  would 

be  useful  and  stand  by  our  patent  for  speciality  I 

In  ray  evening  walk  round  Jako  mountain    got 

'  caught  in  a  very  heavy  downpour,  and  was  wetted 

to  the  skin.     Met  several  ladies  helplessly  seated 

in  open  janpdns  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  long 

way,  undergoing   the  same  pitiless    shower-bath, 

the  rain  having  fallen    most    suddenly  as    if    let 

out  from  some  flood-gate. 

22nd  August. — An  expedition  to  Abyssinia  being 
decided  upon,  Hugh,  who  is  all  ambitious  to  take 
part  in  it,  applied  to-day  to  Sir  Robert  A'apier, 
the  reputed  Commander,  to  be  attached  to  one  of 
the  Irregular  Horse  Corps  selected  for  the  ser- 
vice.    I  write    to   Merewether,  about    to  hold  an 

•  p.g. — A  qaestion  of  somn  imporlaaoe,  had  been  referred  from  mj 
office,  to  the  local  UoTerumeot  a.<iicerDed,  and,  on  mv  receiring  do 
deciiion,  I  kflkeda  Uember  of  the  Con  noil  to  inqnire  alwal  ic  Learning 
from  tlie  Becretariftl  that  the  papers  on  the  subject  liui  been  sent  dirtci. 
to  the  Governor,  he  inquired  of  the  latter  whether  it  was  bd,  nbo  replied 
he  did  not  remember  them.  Soacoh  wag  made  fur  tlie  midBing  doou. 
inoniBat  Qoierument  Houee,  and  thej  wore  at  length  (oiiud  |.nt  away 
under  H\i  Uicelleniiy'B  lufii  pillow,  Ue  admittedJ/  had  siepl  apuu 
them. 
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important  command  in  it,  offering  to  be  attached  to 
the  Intelligence  Department. 

23r^  August. — A  Hindoo  festival  to-day — offi^^^Beu    1 
closed — out  all  day  returning  neglected  visits —  coinmD 
the  expedition  to  Abyssinia  the  topic  everywhere,  Abysamia. 
and  a  great  desire  shown,  that  at. least  a  column 
of    the  Bengal  Army  should    be  told  off   to  join 
it,  and  not  to  leave  everything  to  Bombay  I     A  good 
deal  of  pressure  is  being  exercised  up  here  on  the 
subject,  and  it  will  prevail. 

A  telegram    was   received    to-day  from   home, 
saying  that  Jervis  was  reinstated.     Met  the  Chief  monred 
shortly   afterwards.      He    certainly    looked    very  J^^^^'^j^^i. 
thoughtful.     It  is  supposed   he   must    resign,  or®^*'®'^"- 
will    be  told    he  must   do  so.     Ho  is  too  strong-  Subject 
minded  I  think  for  that.     There  was  insubordina-  sidered. 
tion,  and  he  was  bound  to  meet  it  rather  than  to 
shield  himself  from  inquiry  at  the  expense  of  dis- 
cipline.    All  aides  are  in  some  measure  mixed  up 
in  the  household  matters  of  their  Chiefs,  but  that  is 
no  reason  on  which  to  tolerate  or  uphold  contumacy 
or  defiance,  born  of  that  kindly  intimacy  and  the 
sufferance  it  is  productive  of.     Simple   dismissal 
might  have  been  a  corrective,  but  it  would  have 
been   an  evasion — ^for  look  at  the  whole  case  : — 
Apart  from  "  Pickles  "  the  only  amari  aliquid  and 
regrettable  part  of  the  question,  the  several  acts 
of  defiance,  the  tone  and  attitude  assumed  when 
Donald   Stewart,   the   Deputy  Adjutant-General, 
was  sent  to  the  offender  for  his  sword,  the  vitu- 
peration, the  scandal,  all  public  and  open-mouthed 
— was  all  that  to  be  borne  in  silence  by  the  Head 


SomeTiecords  of  Crifne. 

3  Army — was  he  to  be  afraid  of  an  inquirr 
lad  no  ground  to  fear,  except  in  that  one 
?  Tv-hich  disclosed  how-  too  confiding  he 
een  as  a  boat,  how  indulgent  as  a  patron 
Is  hia  personal  protege? — ^Sir  William  will 
the  watch  yet  ! 

AuQust. — Weather  very  foggy,  with  plenty 
«i  i-am  ;  ao  much  .o.u  ^ — t,  returning  at  midnight 
from  the  Club,  where  I  had  a  small  party  at  dinner, 
we  were  drenched  by  it. 
""«**  25iA  August,  Sunday. — To  church  ia  the  fore- 
'  noon.  Hugh  too  unwell  to  accompany  me  to 
dinner  at  the  Chief's  usual  Sunday  party. 

2Bth  August. — The  expedition  to  Abyssinia   ib 
••  very  popular  from  the  chivalrous  cause  for  it. 
Mr.  Massey,  the    Finance   Member    of  Council, 
said  last   night,    that  he   had  telegraphed  home 
tnand  of    to  grant   a  million    of    money    towards    it.*       Sir 
dnlou'Mr"  Robert   Napier    is    to    command   it    as    General- 
f^f^'      issirao    and  Plenipotentiary,    as    Outram   was    in 
d"taLi*'f    ^^^   Persian    war,    and    Bengal   ia,    after    all,    to 
it-  furnish  details  equal  to  the  command  of  a  Briga- 

dier-General {p.  269.)  Sir  Robert  as  a  Bengal 
officer,  must,  it  is  supposed,  have  been  easily 
persuaded  to  this,  although  in  command  of  the 
Bombay  Army  to  whose  sea-board  the  war  ap- 
pertains. 

A  long  conversation  last  night  on  the  subject, 

led  to  my  being  favoured  to-day  with  the  perusal 

H«  Jerris.  of  the  Chiefs  replies  to  the  Duke's  reprimand  in 

the  Jervia  case.     He  will  not  resign  his  command 

'  P.S. — The  war,  from  firat  to  last,  cost  uiiie  millioiia! 
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for  all  the  recent  telegrams  that  Captain  Jervis 
had  been  reinstated,  and,  to  my  mind,  he  is  quite 
right. 

AVe  have  a  Government  Notification  out,  re-  Begnrd- 
gulating  the  transmission  of  Memorials  to  themoruolL 
Secretary  of  State,  or  to  Her  Majesty,  by  private 
individuals  or  Government  employes.  Every 
such  document  is  to  be  submitted  through  the 
Government  under  which  the  petitioner  resides 
or  is  employed,  and  to  be  forwarded  home  by  it 
with  every  necessary  information,  except  when 
relating  to  pensions  and  such  pecuniary  matters, 
or  leave  of  absence,  in  which  case  the  memorial 
should  be  sent  through  the  Financial  Department. 
In  every  case  the  local  Government  or  Adminis- 
tration is  to  be  the  medium  of  appeal,  and  each 
sheet  of  a  memorial  is  to  bear  the  signature  of  the 
petitioner.  All  vernacular  appeals  are  to  be  ac- 
companied, when  forwarded  to  England,  with 
translations  in  English,  correctly  rendered,  copies 
to  be  made  and  retained  by  the  forwarding  Govern- 
ment, and  the  originals  not  to  be  detained  longer 
than  a  month.  Certain  memorials  may  be  de- 
clined and  returned,  prominently  when  couched 
in  disrespectful  language;  or  when  a  decision 
on  the  subject  of  it  has  already  been  vouchsafed ; 
or  when  palpably  devoid  of  claim  ;  or  an  applica- 
tion for  employment ;  or  an  appeal  from  a  judicial 
decision  ;  or  when  it  is  illegible  or  unintelligible  ; 
or  when  the  petitioner,  already  in  Government 
employ,  seeks  for  some  prospective  advantage  in 
respect   to   pension.     My  guardian    (one  of  the 
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of  Directors,)  advised  me,  when  T  waa  c 

s  a  cadet,  "  Nev'er  memorialize." 

/).    AmjiLst.  —  K   fevr   days    ag'o    two    HindoM 

joined  on  the  road  by  a  Mussulman  in  Bea 

nd.     It  was  raininw,  and  they  took    sheltd 

WJndoo  place  of  -^Tship  by  the  way.      Th< 

■;  airanger  gave  some  spiced  sugar  to  the  two  tr* 

I  vellers,   saying,    "  it    waa    of    a    sort    to     remov* 

fatigue."     They  became   insensible,  and    in    thai 

condition  they  were    robbed.      The   report   sayi 

they  have  recovered.     Nothing  ascertained  of  thi 

culprits. 

a^Jaofc-      Then    in    the    Goruckpore    district,    a    band  d 

;o.        twenty  armed  dacoits  entered  the  village    of  Bo. 

hdmi-,  with  lighted  torches,  one  midnight  latelc, 

burst  into  the  house  of  two  bukhnh  or  shopkeepers, 

ill-treated  all  the  inmates  of  the  dwelling,  and  fled 

with  plunder  estimated  at  2575  rupees,  of  whom 

no  traces  have  been  acquired. 

At  evening  met  Colonel  Norman,  the  Adjutant- 
General.     He  was  very  close  about  the  arrange- 
ments    for    the     Bengal     column     intended    for 
Commsnd  Abyssinia,  but    I    know    that    Donnhl    Stewart    is 
BongBi     to    command    it,    with  Roberts    as    his    Assistant 
forAbje-  Quarter-master-General  —  both    up    here     on  the 
Grwit       Head- quarters'    Staff. — Great    excitement    among 
Eioite-     the  officers  gathered  at  evening  on  the  ilall,  to  join 
the  expedition  being  the  aspiration  of  everyone. 
The  Chief  has  had  200  applications  volunteering 
for  the  service  within  the  last  two  da  vs. 
taAMn.       Among  our  guests  at  dinner  this  evenino-  were 
Wiring,     Genera!   and    Mrs.    Mainwaring,   who    both    were 
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among  the  hostages  taken  by  Akhbar   Khan  in 
the  disaster  in  Affghanistan  in  1842. 

28fA   August.  —  Have   at   length   received  f rom  Jj^*^^*f " 
Ward  the  file  in  the  case  of  the  recaptured  Jowa-  How  the 

Prisondn 

nirra  Durzee  {vide  pp.  177,  182,  252,  vol.  ii.)  His  were 
revelations  are  delightful.  He  has  narrated  not  at  Jainah. 
only  how  his  rescue  was  effected,  but  the  details  of 
thirteen  acts  of  dacoitie  committed  by  him  in  Berar 
prior  to  a  previous  arrest  (when  he  was  sentenced  to 
decapitation — vide  p.  190,  vol.  i.,)  eight  others  be- 
tween his  escape  on  that  occasion,  and  his  capture  in 
a  dacoitie  near  Poonah  {vide  footnote,  p.  166,  vol.  ii.,) 
and  yet  two  more  between  his  second  escape  from 
Jalnah  and  his  present  final  recapture  in  Khan- 
deish,  the  two  latter  acts  being,  one,  an  adroit 
robbery  of  a  quantity  of  bank  notes  from  the 
house  of  a  wealthy  shroff  situated  in  the  town  of 
Bombay,  and  the  other,  the  recent  dacoitie  near 
KJiundwah^  in  which  a  rich  booty  in  cash  and 
silver  bullion  was  obtained  {vide  p.  125,  vol.  ii.) 

But  before  proceeding  further  I  would  here  give  Oareer  of 
some  account   of   the  career  of  this  remarkable  hirp* 
dacoit,  although  at  the  risk  of  becoming  involved    '^®®' 
in  some  repetition  of  the  tale  given  in  an  earlier 
part  of  the  present  Journal  (vol.  i.,  p.  186  etseq.y)  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  circumstances  there 
narrated,  being  the  history  of  this  man.     He  is  a 
fine-looking  fellow,  resembling  in  that  regard  his 
somewhile  associate  SadooUah  Ndee  {vide  pp.  185, 
198,  vol.  i.,)  now  become  one  of  our  most  zealous 
approvers.     Nor  should  we  regard  contemptuously 
individuals  with  such  very  tame  affixes  to  their 

VOL.    II,  1 
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as  Durzee  and  Ndee  (tailor  and  barber,)  for 
re  but  tbeir  caste-nymtes,  and  do  not,  how- 
riginallj'   applied,    betoken    tbeir   exclusive 
tions,  or  tbat  they  are  identical  with  the 
oilers  so  called.     For  in  Rajpootanah,  and 
larts  of  India,  persona  with  such  surnames, 
irst-clasa  fighting  men,  in  the  same  relation 
,liph — a  complimentary 
distinction     accorded     among      Mahomedaus     to 
tailors,  on  account  of  their  conspicuous  prowess — 
known  to  be  a  first-rate  swordsman,  or  tbat  the 
lurageous    Bliistee   or    humble    water-carrier,    is 
ssented  a  place  in  Paradise — Bikisht — not  only 
on  account  of  his  twice-blessed  vocation,   but  in 
^cognition  of  his  unfailing  devotion  as  the  close 
■mpanion    in   the    thickest    fight    of   the    athirst 
••  faithful,"   as  he  is  to  this  day  of  our  battling 
soldiery,  European  and  Native.^     Anyhow,  these 
two  men,  Sadoollah  and  Jowahirra,  both  fine  hand- 
some fellows,   are   very  capable  dacoits   of    the 

'  P.S.— I  quote  from  a  Eeport  on  this  subject  of  a  subsequent 
date  :  —"It  la  a  peculiarity  in  India  that  the  tuime  which  denoted 
the  original  occupation  of  a  people  to  which  it  appertains,  and  by 
which  they  continue  to  be  distinguished,  becomes,  in  course  of 
time,  their  generic  appellation  only,  and  is  by  no  meaos  a  test  of 
their  individual  vocationa.  The  desiirnation  may  belong-  to  the 
ostensible, Kcognized  occupation  of  them  all  bodily,  but  it  scarcely 
denotes  their  real  livelihood.  Dick  Turpin  and  Jack  Shtppard, 
were,  I  believe,  the  sons  of  carpenters,  but  they  were  not  the  less 
liighwaymen  and  housebreakers.  Among  the  Rliatore  dacoits 
this  Department  is  now  dealing  with,  are  several  "  Durzees," 
"NSees,"  and  "Burrahees."  Arc  tliey  simply  tailoTf,  barbtrt, 
and  carpentert,  who  have  never  touched  needle,  razor,  or  chisel  j 
Or  are  GO  many  "  Brahmins  "  among  dacoits,  not  dacoits  because 
they  belong  to  the  sacerdotal  class  1  And  if  "  Gola-wandloos  " 
and  "  Yeddieis  "  (milkmen  and  cowherds,)  do  twi  belong  to  the 
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boldest  type.  The  story  is  a  long  one,  but  I 
recount  it  as  a  denouement  of  what  I  had  pre- 
viously said  of  these  roving  bands  of  plunderers 
from  Rajpootanah,  and  of  their  feats  (pp.  190  to 
193,  vol.  i.) 

Jowahirra  and  three  of  his  accomplices  in  da- 
coitie,  one  being  the  accomplished  leader  Mulla 
Jdt — one  of  those  to  have  been  beheaded — had, 
as  mentioned  before,  been  taken  into  custody  in 
Hydrabad  territory  by  the  agents  of  the  plun- 
dered parties  for  the  treasure  dacoitie  at  Ootradapet 

criminal  classes  in  Madras  (the  contention  down  Madras^)  why 
are  so  many  of  them  arrested  in  Madras  districts  for  dacoitie^ 
house-breaking  at  night,  and  other  crimes  V* 

To  this  was  added  the  following  explai^atory  footnote,  follow- 
ing  what  Ainsworth  had  written  of  the  subject : — ''  As  a  rule  in 
the  records  of  crime  the  professional  cognomina  attached  to  promi- 
nent characters  bear  no  reference  to  the  pursuits  of  the  individuals 
themselves.  They  rather  refer  to  some  calling  which  the  bearer 
of  the  sobriquet  either  once  belonged  to,  or  was  intended  or 
brought  up  for  ;  sometimes  even  to  some  personal  peculiarity  in 
no  way  connected  with  any  calling  whatever.  Some  of  the  most 
distinguished  London  ruffians  ei^'oy  such  titles  as  *Bill  the 
Coster^'  '  Butcher  Mike,'  long  after  Bill  has  ceased  to  be  a 
costermonger,  or  Mike  has  preferred  garrotting  fellow-creatures  to 
slaughtering  bullocks.  An  analogy  may  be  noted  in  the  case  of 
tlie  Guerilla  warfare  carried  on  by  Spanish  villagers  during  the 
Peninsula  war.  The  captain  of  one  band  was  still  '  The  Doctor/ 
of  another  ^  The  Chaplain,'  although  as  bandit  leaders  both  had 
adopted  measures  more  summary  than  was  formerly,  we  may 
suppose,  their  wont  for  releasing  bodies  and  souls  from  the 
impediments  of  life  !  A  still  stronger  analogy  may  be  observed 
in  the  case  of  some  of  our  oldest  English  family  names,  originally 
only  sumcirnes  of  an  hereditary  calling.  Every  soldier,  sailor, 
clergyman,  doctor,  and  barrister,  has  known  members  of  his  own 
profession  bearing  such  names  as  Smith,  Fuller,  Taylor,  Fletcher, 
Miller,  Baker,  Sadler,  Archer,  Boicman,  etc.**  {Report  from 
Colonel  Charles  Hervey  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  De- 
partment,  No.  552,  dated  30th  April,  1872,  para.  19  and  fooU 
note  (6.). 
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)p.  186  to  188,  vol.  i.,)  and  at  their  instance 
set  at  liberty  by  the  frontier  officer  in  tha 
e  of  the  Nizam,  on  a  compromise  to  restore 
under — valued  at  Rs.  33,340  in  gold  and  silver 
Q  and  cash.  They  thereupon  promptly  pro- 
a  sum  of  13,000  rupees  accordingly,  pro- 
7  to  ffive  more  on  their  acquiring  a  fresh 
uuy.     Un  \S  art  istrance  with  the  Hydra- 

bad  Durbar  at  this  reprehensible  proceeding,  they 
were  re-delivered  into  custody  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  principal  despoiled  party,  he 
having,  in  point  of  fact,  stood  security  for  their 
reappearance  should  it  be  demanded,  and  had  kept 
them  at  hand.  They  were  thereupon  tried  for  the 
dacoitie,  and  as  it  was  attended  with  murder  and 
wounding,  they  were,  by  an  award  of  the  Nizam's 
Court  of  Judicature  at  Jalnah,  sentenced  to  be 
beheaded,*  but  before  that  sentence  could  be 
carried  out,  they  (the  Rohilla  excepted,)  were 
enabled,  by  the  connivance  of  the  native  jail 
guard,  to  effect  their  escape  through  some  undue 
influence  connected,  it  was  supposed,  with  the  still 
to  be  fulfilled  promise  of  restitution  of  the  rest  of 
the  plunder  {vide  pp.  190, 195,  vol.  i.)  Urged  now 
to  fulfil  their  compact,  the  gang  next  committed 
another  heavy  dacoitie,  as  before  shown,  on  another 
consignment  of  treasure  while  under  conveyance 
upon  a  couple  of  country  carts  from  the  railway 
196,  Toi.  i.  station  of  Mulhx-pore  in  Berar,*  where  it  had  just 
'  The  four  thus  eeutenced  men  were — (1)  Alalia,  aUas  Mulliar, 
alia*  Khooljee  and  Khoomjee,  caslc  Jat ;  (2)  Iltma,  <i}ia:s  Siputjee, 
oIkm  Sookjpe,  caste  Matoa  ;  (3)  JowaLirra  Durzoe,  aliat  Alanjee  ; 
and  (4)  Abbas  Khan,  a  Rohilla. 
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these  dacoits,  to  trace  them  oat,  on  tho 
t  to  report  him  to  the  local  authorities  if  h© 
3t  for  them  also  effect  a  compromise  with  tho 
for  restitution  of  their  losses  in  the  recent 
plunder.  He,  in  his  turn,  threatened  them — - 
eir  several  derails  or  trjsts  were  well  known  to 
-and  they  thereupon  gave  over  to  him  a  Bum, 
pee  I  was  left  of  their  prize," 

the  total  proceeds  of  which  they  had  indeed  by 
these  pajinents  exceeded.  Thirteen  men,  including- 
the  two  leaders  of  the  gang,  Mulla  Jot  and  Kishen 
Siiiff,  were  arrested  on  suspicion  for  this  dacoitie, 
but  they  were  released  by  the  local  magistrate  on 
the  ground  of  insufficient  evidence,  etc.,  as  before 
stated  of  this  affair  (p.  196,  vol.  i.)  It  was  not  long 
after  this  that  when  travelling  about  alone  in  Berar 
for  information,  I  learnt  that  Jowahirra,  Mulla  Jat, 
and  the  two  others  sentenced  with  them  to  be  be- 
headed, so  far  from  having  been  so  executed,  as 
we  had  been  led  to  suppose  from  the  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Nizam's  Durbar,  were,  on 
the  contrary,  at  large,  committing  dacoitie  ! 

Being  still  under  covenant  to  restore  the  rest  of 
the  plunder  in  the  Ootradapet  affair,  and  '*  in 
honour  bound"  to  do  so  (stricter  in  that  sense, 
being  robbers,  than  some  others  ordinarily  are,) 
Jowahirra  moved  up  from  Bombay  with  informa- 
tion of  the  despatch  from  there  of  another  rich 
remittance  to  Berar  for  the  purchase  of  cotton. 
At  the  Julgam  station  in  Berar  he  learnt  from 
secret  agents  there  located,  that  it  had  actually 
arrived  there  and  was  about  to  be  sent  on  upon 


Some  Records  of  Crime.  279 

camels  to  Hoosingabad.  He  quickly  assembled 
the  gang,  and  followed  up  the  convoy  from  stage 
to  stage.  The  consignment  was  a  very  large  one, 
nearly  a  lakh  and  a  half  of  rupees,  and  being 
attended  by  Sepoys  of  the  Line,  the  robbers  had  to 
be  very  cautious,  "  owing  to  the  alertness  of  the 
guard."  2^ot  till  arrival  in  Khandeish  was  the 
opportunity  at  last  acquired  to  fall  upon  and 
plunder  it.  This  was  at  Sowndah  (p.  ]  97,  vol.  i.,)  as 
far  only  as  which  point  of  the  route  the  guard  had 
orders  to  escort  it.  The  robbers  were  not  to  be 
deterred  by  the  fact  that  the  convoy  had  alighted 
for  that  night  close  to  the  local  police  station — 
the  guard  of  Sepoys  had  gone  away,  and  that  was 
all  they  wanted.  For  one  or  two  of  their  scouts 
had  daily  moved  along  with  the  train  and  learnt 
every  particular.  The  booty  acquired  was  great, 
upwards  of  one  lakh  and  thirty  thousand  rupees  in 
money  and  bullion.  But  the  afEair  terminated 
with  disaster  to  the  dacoits,  as  before  narrated 
(p.  199,  vol.  i.,)  for  not  only  were  several  of  them 
captured  by  the  Khandeish  Bheel  Police,  Mulla 
J(tt,  the  leader  of  the  gang,  his  brother,  Lutchman 
Jcit,  and  SadooUah  Ndee^  being  of  the  number,  but  a 
good  deal  of  their  plunder  was  recovered,  etc., 
etc.,  as  already  told. 

Jowahirra  Durzee  himself  and  his  friend  Oodah  ?|f*^ 
tfdt,  one  of  the  gang,  on  this  occasion  got  clear 
away.  They  fled  to  Bombay,  from  where  after  a 
while,  they  came  up  to  Poonah,  where  they  lodged 
in  the  city  with  some  other  associates  there 
assembled — numbering  now  no  more  than  about  a 
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i  men  in  all.  They  stayed  there  for  abonfc  I 
e  of  months  on  the  look-out  for  booty,  flitting 
B  interval  thua  engaged,  by  railway  between 
)ay  on  the  one  side,  and  fiholapore  on  th< 
'.  Running  short  of  means,  eight  of  theii 
jer  proceeded  on  like  research  in  the  direction 
ttaraJi.  There  they  learnt  of  the  deapatcli  oJ 
X  quantity  of  goiQ  i->^..  (•■<  and  other  money  ladex 
Upon  a  tattoo  or  pony.  Waiting  for  thia  on  th< 
roadside,  they  fell  upon  it  soon  after  nightfall  at  E 
spot  near  Pvlloos,  and  returned  forthwith  with  thi 
booty  to  their  rendezvous  at  Poonah  and  then 
divided  it.  The  gang  next  followed  a  cart  cdd' 
veying  treasure  from  Poonah  along  the  high  roat 
to  Bargee  in  the  direction  of  Sholapore,  and  fel 
upon  it  also  one  night  near  PdhuU,  but  were  baulkec 
of  their  booty  through  some  false  alarm.  The] 
then  revisited  Sattarah,  leaving  a  couple  of  theii 
number  at  Poonah  on  the  look-out.  They  then 
presently  learnt  of  the  despatch  from  I'hnltitn,  o 
some  more  treasure  and  some  piece  goods  ladei 
upon  a  cart  for  conveyance  to  Sholapore.  The" 
followed  this  cart  and  plundered  it  after  dark  a 
MulUid  near  Parfimuttee,  the  three  men  in  chargi 
running  away  ;  value  of  booty  about  oUOO  rupees 
Burjing  this  in  the  jungle,  they  made  off  fo] 
Poonah,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  when  some  q- 
tiieir  number  were  intercepted  by  some  Jhi inoo!<ee. 
or  village  watchmen,  and  conducted  to  Poonah 
where  those  who  had  stayed  there  and  the  othen 
who  had  preceded  them,  had  also  been  meanwhih 
arrested,  Jowahirra  and  Oodah  bi-iiif/  of  /In-  ininiber 
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But   although   recognized   to  have   been   staying 
together   in  one    place   at  Poonah,  nothing  was 
found   upon   any  of   them  to  strengthen   further 
suspicion.     Those  seized  on  the  road  were  there- 
upon released  who  at  once  went  and  dug  out  the 
buried  booty  ;  but  the  others  were  held  in  custody 
under  requisitions  for  security.     I  heard  of  this 
detention  while   again   travelling  early  last  year 
(1866)  in  Hydrabad  territory,  and  on  the  ground 
that  one  at  least  among  them,  namely  the  man 
Jowahirra^  was  of  the  number  capitally  convicted  in 
the  Ootradapet  affair,  I  requested  their  transfer  to 
AVard's   custody  at    Jalnah  for  further  inquiries 
{vide  footnote  p.  166,  vol.  ii.)     Jowahirra,  Oodah, 
and  Ramnath,  another  of  the  subsequently  rescued 
four,  were  thereupon  sent  to  Jalnah.     These  three 
persons,  and  HuiTee  Sing^  re-arrested  at  Hydra- 
bad,  now  thought  it  prudent   partially  to  reveal 
some  of  their  misdeeds  to  Captain  Ward,  but  they 
had  scarcely  done  so,   and  while  yet  the  several 
affairs  they  had  narrated  were  under  reference  to 
the    different    local    authorities,    when    the    man 
Hurree  Sing's  brother  Kishen  Sing,  one  of  the  two  •  The 
leaders  in  the  Mulkapore  affair  {vide  p.  196,  vol.  i.,)  ^h^w' 
whose  part  in  which  he,  Kishen  Sing,  knew  they  ^■^"•*^ 
had  revealed,  appeared  one  night  with  Motee  Sing  were 
Meena,  at  the  gate  of  Ward's  Lock-up,  forced  the  hirraDor- 
sentinel  there,  climbed  over  the  wall,  and  boldly  S^'i^hjAt, 
rescued  Jowahirra,  Oodah,  Hurree  Sing  and  ^^w.- g^j^^^^ro! 
vath,  and  carried  them  safely  back  on  camel-back  ^^^'o'*'*® 

,  ,  renowned 

in  the  manner  already  described  {vide  pp.  29  and  Kishen 
iro      ^1   ;  •x  Ring), (4) 

16t3,  vol.  I.*)  Bwnnath. 


rahirra   now   went  with    Oodah  to    his    old 

in  Bombay,  and  by  robbery,  acquired  while' 

a  lot  of  bank  notes.     Oodah  after  this  went 

to  Khandeiah,  and  when  the  hue  and    cry 

odah's  recapture   {cid/-  p.  347,  vol.  i.,)  had 

down  a  little,  Jowahirra  himself  once  niorS' 

■red  in  the  open  country,  and  planned  and 

.uueastully  carnea  o  i  recent  further  treasure 

dacoitie  at  Desgam  near  Khundipah,  mentioned  at 

the  time   of   its  occurrence  {vide  p.    125,  vol.   ii.) 

Hefled  toNassick — from  there  by-and-by  he  agaia 

went   to   Bombay — then    dodged    back   ag'ain    to 

Naasick,  and    upon  information  treacherously   »up- 

plied  hy  his  friend  and  companion  Oodah,  Jowahirra 

was  at  length  finally  captured  in  Khandeish,   aa 

already  set  forth  (vide  pp.  177,  182,  252,  vol.  ii.,) 

and  sent  back,  a3  above,  with    Ondali   and   some 

other  prisoners  to  Ward's  custody  at  Jalnah.' 

29tk  August. — Here  then  is  Jowahirra  Durzee'a 

•  P.S.— All  this  will  be  founJ,  it  followed,  to  fit  ia  with  the 

entire  tale  respecting  llie  moveraents  of  these  two  men,  and  with 

the  events  coimecteJ  Dierewith  in  the  onlet  of  Jate.     The  rescue 

of   Jowahirra   Uurzee,  of  Oodah,    and  the  other  two   who    had 

escaped  with  them,  was  effected  on  the  night  of  the  5th  November, 

1860 — the  first  treasure  robbery  near  Bvinvai,  on  the  night  of  the 

2(jth  February,  1867.      Oodah  having  fled  to  Xassick,  changed 

from  there  to  Dhoolia  in  Khandeish,  and  there  joined  some  of  his 

tribesmen  come  down  from  Kaj  poo  tan  ah  on  dacoitie.     On  the  night 

*Hemo;    of  the  4th  March,  1867,*  he,  in  a  ganj,'  numbering  sir  men,  plun- 

6th  March  ^^^^  jijg  maj]  bags  two  miles  out  of  DhivJia,  seriously  wounding 

onif'y^"      the  Dak  runner  in  charge  of  them,     Tlie  tnicks  of  auc  persons 

■tatedat    wearing    Hindoetani  fhoes.  were    by  siidi  foolpriiits  carried    to 

p.  341,       Bome  rricky  cround,  and  there  the  plundered  letti-rs  were  fimnd 

*"'■'■        scatteredaboutand  the  empty  mail  wallet  (p.  311,  vol.  i.)     Khatore 

strangers  were  known  to  have  been  staying  in  Dhoolia  for  some 

time  and  they  were  suspected.     The  gang  theri'Upon  shifted   to 

jtfiijjffwr,  a  railway  station  handy  for  funlier  flight.     Six  nights 
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account,  as  just  translated  by  me,  of  the  manner  in  ^/^^ij^^J!'^ 
which  he  and  his  fellows  were  rescued  from  Ward's  Rescue  by 

Kisheii 

little  jail  {vide  p.  281,  vol.  ii.  :)  "  Hurree  Sing  had  sing 
some  time  before  managed  to  send  a  message  to  his 
brother  Kishen  Sing  of  our  being  in  confinement 
here  ( Jalnah ;)  the  latter  returned  a  reply  from 
Boorhanpore  (one  of  their  news  centres.)  This 
was  communicated  to  Hurree  Sing  by  Kyum  Sing, 
one  of  our  fellow  prisoners,  to  whom  it  was 
signified  by  his  servant  when  we  were  taken 
outside  for  ablution  of  a  morning.  Oodjee  and  I 
were  studiously  kept  unaware  of  what  was  going 
on,  Hurree  Sing  and  Ramnath  only  knowing  all 
about  it.     At  length  two  steel  clasp  knives  with 

subsequently  (lOth  March,  1867,)  they  plundered  a  cart  laden  with 
goods  (some  English  boots,  etc.,)  on  the  road  leading  from  that 
place  to  Malligam,  and  obtained  a  booty  valued  at  2000  rupees. 
The  same  description  of  footprints  of  six  persons  were  again  taken 
up  from  the  spot  of  this  repeated  robbery  and  followed  up  success- 
fully to  Munmar,  and  there  OodaJi  and  another  were,  by  their  shoed 
of  up-country  manitfacture,  taken  into  custody  (p.  347,  vol.  i.) 
But  nothing  besides  the  mere  conjecture  being  established  against 
them,  they  were  set  at  liberty  before  I  could  intervene.  I  wrote 
back  claiming  Oodah  as  one  of  the  rescued  Jalnah  fugitives, 
and  requested  his  recapture.  This  could  not  be  immediately 
carried  out,  for  he  went  off  to  Bombay,  there  rejoined  Jowahirra, 
and  with  him  went  to  Kullidn.  From  there  they  went  up  to 
Khundwah  and  committed  the  second  treasure  robbery  in  that 
neighbourhood  (at  Desgam  on  the  17th  June,  1867^  narrated  at 
])p.  1*25  and  290,  vol.  ii.)  Jowahirra  and  Oodah  fled  to  Nassick. 
From  there  they  presently  parted  company.  Oodah  was  hereupon 
luckily  discovered  by  the  Khandeish  Bheel  Police,  when,  to  obtain 
consideration  without  revealing  himself ^  he  treacherously  betrayed 
his  friend  and  companion  Jowahirra  Durzee,  who  having  just  then 
ccmc  up  from  Bombay,  was  thereupon  arrested  by  the  Khandeish 
Police  at  Newree  on  the  11th  July,  1867.  He  and  Jowahirra 
were  then^  at  my  request,  transferred  along  with  some  other 
''  wanted  ''  men  to  Ward  at  Jalnah,  as  stated  in  the  text  {vide 
pp.  318,  341,  347,  voL  i.,  and  125,  182,  vol  ii.) 
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!,  prociur« 


lades  and  a  separate  small  steel  file,  ] 

jmbay,  were  conveyed  to  Hurree  Sing  by  hi 

int  outside  ;   and  Oodjee  and  I  were  then  toM 

r  an  oath  of  secrecy,  of  what  was  intended 

Kishen  Sinf/  7cas  comivg  down  to  resaie  v«  f     Thi 

aments,  folded  in  a  cloth,  were  deposited  when 

ervant  usually  cleaned  bis  master's  platters  0 

jail.     This  about  a  wee] 

.  prior  to  our  escape,  and  the  nest  morning"  we  wen 

provided  in  the  same  manner  with  some  buUeta 

small  ahot,  and  gun  caps  ;  and  Hnri-ce  Sinf/  obtaine< 

likewise  a  sum  of  25  rupees  sent  down  to  him  hi 

his  brother.'     We  commenced  cutting  through  ow 

fetters  with  the  instruments  thus  provided,  on  thi 

following  day,  and  we  daily  contrived  to  do  so,  s 

little  by  little,  in  the  shed  where  we  used  to    cool 

our  food.     We  also  did  so  at  night  by  sitting  up  oil 

'  Extracts  from  a  letter  from  Captain  W.  G.  Ward,  written  oe 
the  morning  of  the  escape,  Jalnah,  Gth  Hoiember,  186C  ;  "  I  w« 
out  at  the  sj;ot  b}'  two  o'clock,  and  searched  round  \>j  the  livei 
and  in  the  nullahs  till  ilajlight,  but  without  success.  The 
officer  commanding  the  station  sent  out  cavalry  pickets  at  anearlT 
hour  to  scour  the  touiitiy.  They  came  lack  at  evening  without 
any  tidings  of  the  fugitives.  Near  the  jaii  were  found  their  irons. 
Tliese  had  bepn_filed  through,  ...  It  is  diflieult  to  understand 
how  they  had  the  opiwrtunity  to  cut  their  fetters  itnlpsa  they  did 
so  when  taken  of  a  niorninf;  to  ihe  river.  An  accomplice  could 
easily  secrete  a  iile  in  the  sand  and  with  the  chain  under  water, 
it  could  be  used  noiselessly  when  the  man  ffus  supposed  to  be 
washing  himself.  ...  I  think  theymuit  have  closed  the  eyes  of 
the  sentries  with  rupees.  There  was  a  hole  nearthec/i(-o/««  which 
the  prisoners  cooked  food  ujwn,  frt^m  where  we  pupitose  they  had 
dug  out  hidden  money  with  which  they  i>robably  bribed  them. 
I  had  all  their  eoiiking  places  dug  up,  anil  tliscovettd  a  little  beg 
concealed  in  the  ground  containing  j"rf'j-'-i;i/it  ;/"n  eaj-g  of  eizet, 
fimripfn  hiillf/g,  ami  about  a  dram  of  yunjiuicdeT.  Kyum  Sing 
did  not  escape,     1  hold  him  still." 
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onr  bedding.  In  six  days  three  of  us  had  managed 
to  cut  through  their  leg  irons  sufficiently,  but  I 
myself  had  by  the  seventh  day  cut  through  the 
ring  only  which  connected  my  two  fetters  together.* 
Kislien  Sing  appeared  in  due  course  at  one  o'clock 
at  night  of  a  Saturday.  I  remember  that  the 
following  day  was  a  Sunday.  He  had  beforehand 
had  it  intimated  to  us  through  the  same  outside 
man,  to  be  in  readiness  to  escape  that  night,  and 
at  about  that  hour ;  so  that  just  before  one 
o'clock  Bdmnath  and  I  arose  from  our  sleeping- 
places,  upon  which  both  Hurree  Sing  and  Oodjee  also 
did  so.  The  Nujjeeb  on  sentry  over  us  inside,  was 
seated  on  the  window-sill,  leaning  against  the  wall 
of  it.  We  saw  he  was  asleep,  and  we  thereupon 
passed  out  into  the  yard.  There,  within  the  opened 
doorway  of  the  outer  and  larger  gate  of  the  en- 
closure, Kishen  Sing  was  awaiting  us,  accompanied 
by  Motee  Sing  Meena  and  by  a  Kaimkhdnee  or 
camel-man  named  Sulla.  Ramnath  silently  led  the 
way  out  through  the  outer  gate,  followed  by  my- 
self and  by  the  other  two  fugitives,  our  rescuers 
bringing  up  the  rear.      When  we  had  come  out, 

^  P.S. — Not  that  files  are  indispensably  necessary  for  such 
purposes,  for  threads  overlaid  with  pounded  glass  or  emery 
powder,  have  occasioDally  served  these  ingenious  robbers  to  a  like 
end.  Thirty  of  our  worst  characters  confined  on  one  occasion  in 
the  central  jail  at  Agra  in  view  to  their  better  security ^  contrived 
by  patient  daily  operation,  to  cut  off  their  irons  simultaneously,  by 
means  of  cotton  threads  manufactured  from  their  prison  clothes 
and  secretly  covered  by  them  with  gum  mixed  up  with  pounded 
glass  procured  when  taken  outside  for  gang  labour  or  ablutions, 
and  rose  suddenly  upon  their  guard;  but  four  only  of  their 
number  managed  to  effect  escape,  eleven  of  the  lot  being  out 
down  by  the  jail  warders  and  the  rest  prevented. 
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ihen  Sing  went  up  to    the  Infantry   Sepoy 

,y  at  that  post,  and  suddenly  presented  hia  j 

tis  breast-     The  man  was  at  the   time  leani 

B^gainat  the  wall  with  his  musket  at  the  suppi 

remained  mute  and  raised  no  alarm  'n'hateTl 

(ve  stealthily  paased.out  and  proceeded  straig 

p-  along  by  the  front  of  the  gate  leading-  tl 

..rttuLMj  me  I'  in   to  a  nullah  where   wi 

fastened  (Aree   camels  in   readiness  for  us.      I   i 

Oodjee  mounted  one  of  these,  Kishen   and   JIo 

sat  upon  another  armed  with  guns,  and    Ramna 

Hmree  and  the  camel-man  together  rode  upon  j 

third  animal.     The  entrance  into  the  jail  encloa 

waB  effected  by  climbing  over  a  low  part  of  the  wi 

Motee  and  the  carael-raan  had  come   there,  tl 

told  u3,  as  early  as  nine  o'clock  that  night,  o 

cealing  themselves  in  the  interval  in  a  deserted  lil 

temple  close  by  there.     Kishen  said  the  sentry 

whom  he  lifted  his  gun   declaring  he  would    ah 

him  if  he  stirred,  got  very  frightened  and  stood 

against  the  jail  wall  stock  still,  but  before  that,  v 

leaning    against  it,  lazily  supporting  his  musi 

When  we  had  got  clear  away  upon  our  camela 

passed    on   to    the    trunk    road   which     leads 

Oomraotee  and  Nagpore,  and,  avoiding  all  villag 

by  dawn  had  got  as  far  as  Peepulgam  (one  of  th 

derahs.)     By  ten  o'clock  that  morning  we   reach 

Muikur,  passing  on  from   where  we    entered  t 

jungle,   and  there  in  a    nullah  where   were  so! 

mangoe  trees,  we  drew  up  and  cooked  some  fo< 

We  then  pushed  on,  travelling  in   this  manner  1 

seven  o'clock  that  evening.       Kishen    Sing-    he 

left  U8,  accompanied  by  Motee  Sing  and  the  Kau 
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khanee,  while  we  four  who  had  been  rescued, 
proceeded  close  by  Aholah  by  concert  to  Mulkapore. 
Kishen  Sing  subsequently  also  came  there  accom.' 
panied  by  the  Berar  Police  Inspector  Ghoutmully  to 
whom  we  then  paid  over  for  his  silence,  a  sum  of  2000 
rupees,  which  we  had  buried  in  that  neighbourhood 
from  what  Oodjee,  Hurree  Sing  and  I  had  put  by 
there  from  our  shares  in  the  dacoitie  we  had  com- 
mitted in  that  vicinity  {vide  p.  277,  vol.  ii.)  Ram- 
nath,  who  was  not  in  that  affair,  had  nothing  at 
hand  from  which  to  pay  towards  the  exaction. 
Kishen  Sing  and  his  brother  Hurree  Sing  now  went 
on  to  Rajpootanah.  They  were  accompanied  by 
Ghoutmully  who  was  also  going  up  there  to  be 
married."  Thus  was  confirmed  the  story  of  their 
interception  at  Ajmere  on  betrayal  by  ChoutmuU  ! 
{vide  pp.  163,  164,  182,  183,  vol.  i.) 

30th  August. — The  further  confessions  of  Jowa-  About  the 

Barwai 

hirra  Durzee  received  from  Ward,  reveal  that  he  Daooitie 
was  cognizant  of,  although  not  actually  present  in.  Treasure, 
the  treasure  dacoitie  on  the  high  road  near  Burtvaiy 
of  occurrence  on  the  26th  February  last  {vide  p.  318, 
vol.  i.)  He  says  that  this  robbery  was  carried 
out  by  a  small  mixed  gang  of  Meenas  and  Rhatores, 
eight  persons  only  in  all,  under  a  Rhatore  leader 
named  Mehtdb  Singy  and  gives  a  particular  account 
of  the  details  of  it,  agreeing  in  all  essential  points 
Avith  the  actual  occurrence,  adding  that  the  gang 
was  deputed  by  the  now  notorious  Jeewun  Sing,  to 
look  out  for  booty  on  the  highway  between  Indore 
and  the  railway  terminus  at  Khundwah  "  where 
much  treasure  was  daily  on  the  road,"  and  that 
when  the  police  report  of  its  occurrence  reached 
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the  head  police  office,*  he  (Jeewun  Sing)  prociuri 
ht8  own  deputation  to  Khundwah  for  the  declare 

"  P.S. — Till!  following  was  the  six^cUl  local  police  report  of  tt 
mbberyr  "On  the  23iid  February,  1867,  one  Rnmdial,  the  agn 
of  Sei/aath  JlamnJlh,  despateheil,  by  railway  from  Bombay,  een 
boxes  of  treaaare  valued  at  32,000  rnpeea,  for  Stojeeram  Saluyrm 
at  Indoni,  It  reached  Shuudwah  at  9  p.m.  of  tbe  23rd  Febrosp 
•nd  wax  at  once  ooaveyiid  to  the  hou«e  of  tbe  local  agent,  npn 
aenting  both  the  transmittinK  Sahoouar  and  the  conaignse.  I 
remained  there  till  the  25th,  awaitiDg  arrival  from  lodore  of  tn 
agents  Bppoiut«d  to  take  charge  of  it.  These  arrived  late  on  tli 
evening  of  the  25th,  whereupon  a  couple  of  cart!^  hired  from  tli 
Transit  Agency,  were  laden  with  the  treasure  and  sent  off  Aia 
Khundwah  at  near  13  o'clock  the  same  night,  the  partr  b«iq 
joined  by  another  agent  of  the  said  Seojeeram  lately  t-ome  do*] 
intj}  Indore  with  a  convoy  of  opium.  On  the  following  ni^t,H 
about  10  or  11  o'clock,  on  the  road  three  miles  beyond  Surmu 
the  carts  were  waylaid  bjr  a  gang  of  about  fifteen  persons  pronJc^ 
with  IdUitfn  (long  staves).  They  drove  one  cart,  upon  which  wm 
four  boxes  of  treasure  valaed  at  18,000  rupees,  off  the  toad  inb 
the  jungle — the  other  cart  was  rapidly  driven  on,  and  it  saMi 
reached  the  small  mail  sta^e  of  Oomreah,  three  miles  farther  oa^ 
jiist  as  the  mail  cart  also  arrived  there.  The  driver  of  the  mail 
cart  was  requeslod  to  report  the  circu Distance  at  Burwai,  but  by 
the  time  he  had  reached  the  spot  where  the  carta  had  l^een  w»j> 
laid  (and  which  was  on  his  way),  he  found  the  police  and  aoveral 
people  already  there.  The  snrruunding  jungles  were  that  nigbt 
and  the  following  day  scoured  by  the  [wlice,  aided  by  the  people  of 
Burwai  and  the  neighbouring  three  hamlets,  and  information  of  the 
robljery  despatched  the  same  night  in  various  directions,  and  all 
the  roada  and  eapeciallj  the  ferries  watched  ;  but  neither  the 
treasure  nor  the  robbers  have  been  traced,  for  these  had  nearlj 
an  hour's  start  of  the  police.  The  great  weight  of  the  treasnn 
forbids  enpposition  that  it  has  been  carritd  away  to  any  distance 
— Buch  a  load  could  hardly  have  been  carried  through  dense 
junjjie  at  night  by  men  committing  a  crime,  the  success  of  which 
depended  on  silence  and  lapidity  of  movement.  It  is  Burpriajng 
that  there  should  be  so  little  crime  on  this  road  considering  tba 
enormous  tratKc  upon  it  in  value  and  in  bulk,  the  wild  coontir 
through  which  it  runs,  some  portion  being  in  foreign  territory, 
too,  and  the  great  facilities  for  concealment  and  e^^cape  presented 
by  the  dense  jungles  bordering  it,  while  there  is  every  oncoiuage- 
ment  to  commit  robbery  by  the  extraordinary  iiidilference  and 
recklessness  (as  shown  ia  the  present  instance,)  of  the  merchant* 
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purpose  "  of  tracing  the  perpetrators,*'  that  he 
thereupon,  as  a  pretence  had  several  persons  ar- 
rested up  there  for  the  robbery,  among  them  being 
the  man  Mehtdb  Sing  and  three  others  only  of  the 
real  perpetrators  ;  that  these  prisoners,  twelve  in 
number,  were  even  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for 
seven  years,  but  that  through  his,  Jeewun  Sing's, 
machinations,  Mehtdb  Sing  and  the  other  real  offenders^ 
were  eventually  set  at  liberty  on  appeal,  while  the 
rest  of  the  condemned  men  remained  on  in  prison. 
(Memo  :  Jeewun  Sing  arrived  at  Khundwah  to  in- 
quire into  this  robbery  on  the  9th  March  ;  the 
arrest  of  twelve  persons,  including  Mehtdb  Sing, 
was  effected  very  soon  after  his  appearance  on  the 
scene).* 

As  to  the  subsequent  similar  robbery  near  Des- 
gam,  on  the  17th  June  last  (vide  p.  125,  vol.  ii.,)  the 

and  traders  for  the  safety  of  life  and  property.  I  believe  there  is 
more  traffic  on  this  road  in  a  week  than  on  any  road  in  the  Central 
Provinces  in  a  month." 

*  P.S. — We  have  an  anecdote  of  Mehtdb  Sing.  He  had  the  year 
before  located  himself  and  his  men  at  BoorlianpooVy  a  head 
centre  of  the  confederacy,  on  the  look-out  for  booty.  Some  traders 
arrived  with  goods  at  that  station  by  railway  from  Bombay. 
Placing  their  properties  upon  a  couple  of  carts,  they  proceeded 
therewith  at  once.  They  were  followed  by  the  dacoits,  who 
plundered  them  the  same  night  when  arrived  near  Asseerghur. 
This  case  was  not  included  in  the  local  retnms.  It  had  not 
been  noticed  because  it  was  regarded  to  have  been  complained  of 
hfj  a  lunatic — the  stratagem  of  an  interested  party  ;  but  its  occur- 
rence was  confirmed,  nevertheless,  on  a  reference  from  the  Thuggee 
and  Dacoitie  Office  !  Mehtab  Sing  subsequently  undertook  the 
robbery  perpetrated  near  Burwa%  higher  up  the  country  (vide 
pp.  318,  voL  i.,  and  287,  vol.  ii.).  He  and  three  others  of  the  lot 
arrested  for  the  robbery  at  Burwai  were,  as  stated  above,  after- 
wards released,  but  he  subsequently  fell  into  our  hands  and  was,  on 
the  committal  of  Captain  Ward,  eventually  sentenced  to  transpor* 
tation  for  twelve  years, 

VOL.    II.  V 
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following  ia  raj  translation  of  Jowahirra's  narraq 
of  it :  "  I,  Ofidjee  and  (fkdsee,  had  from  Bomlj 
gone  to  Kulliau  near  it,  and  while  there  Jeev 
Sing,  the  Chief  Constable  of  the  Police  of  1 
Central  Prorinces,  sent  U8  a  measage  from  Khu( 
wah  through  one  Chooneelal,  a  Brahmin,  desirf 
U3  to  come  up  by  rail  with  the  nest  treasure  1 
mittance  which  we  might  learn  of,  and  not  to 
afraid,  as  he  would  keep  ua  safe  from  capti 
everywhere  throughout  hig  police  rang-e  in  \ 
Central  Provinces.  We  three  thereupon  went 
Bombay,  where  we  learnt  from  one  Birdee  Kkan^ 
KaimkhAni  or  camel-owner,  that  he  was  about 
start  with  some  treasure  from  Bombay  consign 
to  Indore.  We  talked  him  over,  and  he  asseni 
to  us ;  but  as  Gkd^ee  had  fever  and  we  we 
obliged  to  leave  him  at  Bombay,  Oodjee*  and 
tictti.  accompanied  the  treasure  by  tho  same  train  as  i 
as  the  Khuudwah  station,  where  tlie  consig-nme 
Abonttbawas  takcD  out.  Jeewun  Sing  had  Jaroo  Khan  a: 
DacotdB*  9orae  lleena  and  other  dacoits  lurking  about 
ai^Desgam  j.j^.^^  ueighbourhood  in  small  separate  partii 
Kbnnd.  They  were  secretly  assembled.  The  treasure  w 
taken  on  upon  a  cart  under  cliarge  of  a  single  fc 
policeman.  It  was  drawn  uj)  for  the  nig'ht  a) 
spot  about  seven  or  eight  koss  from  Khundw! 
(Desgam,)  where  there  was  a  staging  bung-alo 
When  taken  on  at  dawn  nest  morning  we  fell  up 
and  plundered  it  when  arrived  about  a  mile  fn 
that  village.  There  was  a  goodly  lot  of  treasB 
on  the  cart,  but  we  were  able  to  carry  away 
more    than    one    complete    box    of  itj   contaiui 
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10,000  rupees,  besides  a  large  parcel  of  silver 
bullion  obtained  by  breaking  open  another  box. 
But  as  wo  should  not  get  clear  away  with  any 
more,  owing  to  the  outcry  that  was  raised,  the 
village  being  so  near  and  some  policemen  there, 
we  were  obliged  to  content  ourselves  with  what 
we  had  acquired  and  to  escape.  Birdee  Khan^ 
who  had  revealed  the  remittance  to  us,  iled 
straightway.  The  booty  was  carried  by  our 
people  by  preconcert  to  the  vicinity  of  another 
Anllage  in  that  direction,  and  there  we  all  met.  I 
and  Oodjee  awaited  them  there,  for  I  was  footsore. 
From  here  we  took  on  the  booty  and  buried  it  in 
the  jungle,  about  two  or  three  miles  distant  from 
Khundwah.  I  myself  did  this,  assisted  by  a  Bidd- 
wut  named  Poorjee.  At  evening  we  saw  Jeewun 
Sing.  I  persuaded  him  we  had  not  effected  much. 
Two  or  three  days  after  this  we  took  out  the 
hidden  booty  and  handed  it  over  to  Jeewun  Sing 
at  a  little  distance  off  from  Khundwah,  and  he  sent 
it  off  laden  upon  a  tattoo  in  charge  of  a  couple  of 
his  men,  named  Jaroo  Khan  and  Gurmesha^  with  a 
safe-conduct  passport.  On  the  following  day  he 
counted  out  to  me  a  sum  of  800  rupees  as  our 
share  in  the  prize.®     I  and  Oodjee  thereupon  went 

5  p.S. — I  received  Jowahirra's  accusations  of  Jeewun  Sing's 
complicity  in  these  two  treasure  dacoities  at  Burwai  and  Desgam 
near  Khundwah,  with  some  hesitation,  on  the  ground  tliat 
ho  liimoslf  was  not  actually  present  in  the  very  act  in  either 
ciiso,  and  because  of  the  vraisemblance  affected  by  him  in  his 
narration  of  the  circumstance&  Ward  also  viewed  them  with 
siKS[)icion,  and  the  local  police,  while  admitting  Jeewun 
Sing's  previous  confederacy  with  his  accusers,  rejected  the 
charge  in  toto.      Yet  Major    Probyn,  by    whose   Bheel  police 
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Ttp  to  ITaBsick,  vhere  Qh&see  had  come  on,  and  i 
told  him  of  the  adTentur^.  From  here  Oodj< 
went  away  sonthward,  but  Ohdsee  and  I  stayed  < 
for  a  while  at  Naasick  "  (here  followed  the  name 
parentage,  etc.,  of  the  accomplices  in  the  robber 
eight  in  nmnber)  :  "  Jeewnn  Sing,  on  his  part,  all 
sent  five  or  so  of  his  own  men  to  this  dacoitie.  I  c 
not  know  their  names,  nor  did  they  tell  ns,  for  n 
mntnally  kept  our  names  from  each  other.  Z^ 
dog's  foot  was  upon  the  cat,  and  the  cat's  upon  ike  do[ 
and  that  was  the  way  they  played  as  off,  and  n 
had  to  play  the  same  game  with  them,  for  we  ha 
no  business  with  his  men,  but  only  with  Jeown 
Sing  himself.  He  and  his  men  went  off  to  Nagpon 
I  went  down  to-  Bombay,  and  I  was  soon  afteo 
wards  arrested." ' 

Jowahirra  was  captured,  wrote  to  me  at  the  time  of  his  anwl 
"  .lowahirr.i  tells  me  tliat  both  cisea  were,  B8  I  thought,  comiDitti 
by  Jtewun  Sing's  men  from  Na;;pore.  This  man  is  now  the  Clii 
Couatahle  at  Xa(:pore.  He  seat  his  men  to  Ehondwah  to  look  01 
for  loot,  and  when  the  first  case  near  Burwai  waa  reported  to  lii 
as  a  poike  ofiSner,  he  went  to  Khundwah  and  arrested  a  lot  1 
men,  allowing  his  own  fellows  to  get  clear  away."  The  atatoiiui 
wns,  moreover,  aubsequently  confirmed  by  the  camel-man  Bird 
Khan  on  his  eventual  arrest — the  same  individual  who,  in  the  seci^ 
case,  betrayed  the  trea.iura  to  the  robbers  (v.  ante,  p.  '2W.)  Aab 
eations  against  the  police  are  a  very  common  criminal  exi>ed)al 
but  the  antecedents  and  proclivities  of  Jeewun  Sing  as  a 
federate  of  robbers,  were,  no  less  than  those  of  his  rival  Chottt 
the  Ilerar  constable,  notorions  throughout  the  province,  and  thd 
two  persons  were  consequently  very  useful  police  officer 
others,  from  their  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  crimiii 
sn  many.  Both  eventually  came  to  grief  and  their  sc 
dispen^'ed  with.  Jouahirra,  on  the  other  hand,  wa^  o 
tnittal  for  trial,  sputcnced  to  transportation  for  fonrteea  j* 
Birdee  Khan  for  a  lesser  period. 

*  P,S. — He  was  arrested  at  Newree  in  Khandeah  on 
July,  1C67,  at  the  instance,  as  has  been  shown,  of  hit  fti 
or   Oodjee  himi-elf,  and  he  was  fubsequentlj' » 
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31s(   Aufjmt.—V^e    last    night    attended   LadyJ;;^^^^^ 
Lawrence's  "At   Home"    at  Peterhoff — a   very"*'  „ 
crowded  reception — ladies  beautifully  dressed — the 
ivife  attired  in  a  "  confection  "  just  received  from 
home. — To-day  being  the   last    Saturday  of    the  Sntota*/ 
month,    the    custom    of    closing    opce    prevailing  HoUdaj. 
tlirouj^hout  the  Punjab,  was  heartily  followed  by 
all   having  office  establishments  at  Simlah — ovf  of 
rt'f'pecf,  of  course,  to  the  good  example  licenced  by 
the  Government  of  the  territory  where  we  "  so- 
journ " — and  a  very  considerate  custom  it  is  (cide 
p.  113,  vol.  ii.)     I  took  advantage  of  the  holiday 
by  being  out  of  doors  throughout  it.     Hugh  and  I  Simr^h 
dined  at   the    Club,    where  generally  diners    are 
more  numerous  of  a  Saturday  night.    A  separate 
table  system  is  the  excellent  custom. 

1st  September,  Sunday. — A  beautiful  day  till  the 
afternoon,  when  it  rained  heavily.  To  church  at 
evening. 

2nd  September. — ^We  hearfrom  Hoonah  Sing  that 
his  prisoner  Oomrao  Sintf  (vula  p.  1S4,  vol.  ii.)  has,  Confee- 
in  a  written  statement  to  thfrhead  native  authority  tC  "' "* 
of  Bhind,  given  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  J*„^"  "* 
Kooa  Kh^ra  affair,  in   which    oar  Nujjoeba  and  ^ 
approvers  were    barbwouflly    murrl'.  r'_ii.    ;ifid 
declared  the  complicity  iu  it  0/  "'  ;.     ''        '    .'7  i*nd 
other  Bedowriahs  :  but  as  Oi>mri..    y,::    .-.■  :|.t-  mJo 

tceii  yean'  transpoitai 

conmiillal    pf    Cupt.iii 
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^Tidenofr  <n  liie  siAject,  w»  ■»«■  tmf ortnnatelj,  «| 
ItneMnt,  miUe  1  tBttr  to  t&ke  direri'  s^on 
to  twt'witniy.' 

Own;  robhmMVODld  smsi  te  bn>*  omewirt^ 
fivqoral   oornrrraoe  ia   tibe 
Bonbar,  oeeaiaotied,  it  ss 
sfvegui  aboos^  Aact  ovhii*  to 
rwjnired  for  lli*  «rpedit?,  a  to  A1 
&iatboritic«  wwe  imaible  -  lo  1l« 
in  tlMdistnets"!    An  s^-v^em.! 
bwa  looally  aflcribcd   to  Kh\ 
Kot4rf<rj^  an  ahnri  j^nal   race 
inf^istinp  tfa«  kills  and  wilds 
can.  and  more  popolari j  k&i 
or  UhocU  of  tlio  lima  social 
vfaat  I  satd  of  tbese  qsaint 
tif  Si>venty-one  Predateiy 
iho  districts  of  Bomhav  [ri^l^ 

"  Khtlhtirfi , — matvr*-  cf 
the    dcstroctin?  diRtilUtion 
or     Minufi     mj-r,'},v,       TlieT 
burners,  cotlect   (roros  from 
(jccasinnally   farm    helps ;  bat 
snrh.   leaving    emploirment    w 

pang  in  latvimtUca  of  lb*  hartMUOiia 
upua  «tu  HiDgjM  roiifv  in  tbe  Krr 
I'tvAioUe  uid   in  th«  Joaroa]  (;•[<. 
ht-n  ivcM^  Uui  in  k&  eamstiwr  liiis  rntr 
tbi*  kn^c  wutainoil  «li&<«  and  tit\a  fattiijr 
trait,  C«£|tir^iir^inki,  Uiv  d«-t>pFr*tF  li    " 

XatrA  uiil  bulged,  Xta  6>}tm  of  tlw  bwnlil' 
lor  li/6  C41  otu  ootnmitlals.  There  i»  ^ 
•tteadinr  ererj  raidfCla. 
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sometimes  eTen  withooc  wi^n.    They  am 
during  the  fine  weather,  but  aettle  down 
rminy  seiuKin   ia   Bmall    hats   in    tbc  tm 
Tillagca,  onltivatiQjT  guards  and  §ome  lltl 
bat  as  aoOD  u  the  crop;*  are  housed  they  raw 
the  juiiglen  to  nuke  charcoal.     On  accoont  of 
very  inftirior  cojtic,  thoy  are  not  admitted 
rights    of    Hindoos.     Their    women    wi 
Rtrings  of  white  and  coloured  beads,  aiiu 
not  so  industrious  as  the  malen  of  the  trit 
nevortbelcM  be  soen  working  in  the  fields  f« 
koonbee  or  village  coltiTalor.     They  commit 
thefts  of   grain,    poultry,   etc.,    and    occoni 
(it')iriv.'   >i»iiif    hi'itif/litfil    wnyfiirtT  (if   liis   clothes. 
They  are  not  numerous,  and  may  be  said  to  be 
allied  in   position  to  the  low-caste  Dher.     When 
recognized  as  KutOreen,  from  whom  they  differ  but 
little,    they    are    incorrigible    robbers    and    petty 
highwaymen,  although  ostensibly  the  sellers  only 
of  firewood,  charcoal,  forage,  wild  honey  and  other 
jungle  productions,  and  sometimes  taking  hibour. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  live  within  any  village, 
and  they  are  so  wild  in  their  habits,  that  there  is 
always  great  mortality  among  them  when  unfor- 
tunately imprisoned." — What  can  the  local  police 
be  worth,  if  to  take    alarm  at   such   poor   folk  ! 
Whata  falling  off  from  the  days,  not  so  long  back, 
of  the  "  Tannah  Rangers,"  when  cornmaiidod  by 
my  old  friend  Fred  Curtis  {i-uU-  p.  1^5,  vol.  ii.)" 

•  P.8.   1891.— CapUin    W.    F.    Cnrtis,    ..f   tlir    I>t    ISornUy 
C*«Blrj.     Fiom  Aide-Je-cnmp  toSir  JainrK  Ciiriiin',  ihv  'lnvi-ni 
ol  BamlMj,  ha  wu  apjMiutcJ  CuuiiuaDilaiil  nl  iIju  iSciii'lu  Irn-g 


296  Sofne  Records  of  Crime. 

Concert  ^^  ^^  amateur  concert  at  evening,  in  whicli  an 
Italian  professor  performed  on  the  piano,  and  the 
well-known  Colonel  Duggie  Campbell,  of  the  Royal 
Engineers,  on  his  violoncello.  Though  well 
attended,  the  entertainment  "  hung  fire,"  and  was 
not  a  success. 
Hodifl«d  3rd!  September, — The  following  two  recent  in- 
in  Mjtora  stauccs  of  modified  dacoitie,  as  prevalent  in  South- 
k»reM).*©rn  India,  serve  as  samples  of  what  the  Korwee- 
Khaxkarees  or  Kurwurroosy  variously  otherwise 
called  down  there,  are  nightly  occupied  in  during 
Amawds  or  dark  half  period  of  a  month.  The 
reports  come  from  Mysore.  Close  upon  midnight 
a  gang  bearing  lighted  torches,  appeared  at  a 
house  in  one  of  the  neighbouring  villages.  First 
thoy  pelted  stones  round  about,  crying  out  they 
would    kill   all   who  dared   to  come   out  of  their 


TH    T         Horso,   ami  iiiysolf  at   a  suhsoquont    date  his  Second  in  Com- 

Colonel      i»iiJi^^'     1'^'  1^'^^  *^^^*  ('or]»s  in  ill  health  for  Egypt,  li*aving  me  in 

W.  F.        tempnniry    coniniaml,    with    Lieutenant    George    Malcolm    (the 

Curtiii,      presmt  Sir  George,  Ci.C.B.)   as  my  Adjutant :  on  his  returnia^ 

l.l8t  Uus-  from  \vh«'r«'  h«»  was  enntloved  to  form  the  **Tannah  Rinjrors,"* 

j)olice  lio<ly.     Ho   next  held   the  post   of  Superinti-ndent  of  the 

l>ombay  Island  Toliee.     In  the  Persian  War  he  Wivs  Dirwrtorof 

the    \A\\\y\    Trans}H)rt  Corps,  after  which  he  became    an  A8si>* 

tant  JiuIl'c  Advocate-!  General,  and  tinallv  was,  on  tlie  *' Amaljrama- 

tion,"  ^'azelted   Litutenant-Colonel  of  the  21st  Hussars,  of  which 

iuie  regiment  he  hi'ld  command  for  some  years.     He  was  a  veiT 

strict  disciplinarian.     General   Curtis   died    a  few  years  a^  in 

retirement  at  liis  home  in  Upper  Norwood.     The  Tannah  Rangois 

wiTe  merL;ed  into  tlie  new  Bombay  Constabulary.     He  was  sue* 

ceciled   in  the  command  of  tlie   Scindo   Horse   by  Mfyor  John 

tlaci>b,    of    till'    Bombay    Artillery,    afterwards    the    well-known 

Ui  fteral  JiVt^h  of  Scinde  celebrity.     Curtis's  sui>ersession  in  the 

command   of  the  Scinde  Horse  on  his  return  from  a  sick  furiough 

(most   unexiH^cted  by  him,)  was  not   very  fair  to  him,  how«T«f 

exci  Ileut  the  ^election  for  it  of  Jacob. 
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ellings  ;  next,  by  some  of  them  ascending  on  to 
t  roof  of  the  residence,  and  bursting  open  its 
ter  door  from  the  inside,  the  gang  rushed  in, 
.»ir  faces  smeared  with  charcoal,  talking  Cana- 
pe, and  holding  long  bamboo  staves,  ill-treatf:d 
o  of  the  inmates,  rapidly  plundered  the  pla^:*; 
d  fled,  the  police  yatell  and  his  posse  of  jj^of^y^ 
ly  appearing  at  the  scene  a  full  hour  aft'rr  \:.^z 
bbers  had  left !     The  other  case,  of  ryrc--.rrcr:./> 
few  nights  ago,  was  at   the   dwell::.:'  ^f   •  r -, 
milies  (»ccupying  different  part?  of  t:.-;  <'.::.r  •^•-^ 
ists.     A  couple  of  robbers,  by  c". ::.-..:  7 
ill,  o])ened  the  yard  door  from  t:.^    •  -  '>  ' 
[irii--in»M  uf  tlieir  ci'n:T.:i:.'  -:  - .     T-        ■     ' 
.-iu"l    in,    lioldiiiLT    l':.-'    -•    -  -  ^ 
;Tn:ii.^  toi\*h.     Tli^•■.■  •■  ::.'.    .    : 
'W'wvS  U]»  a  (TV.  i  V  •'.:.■      /     ■  • 


•  .•   •  * .  ■  • 


■  ^ 
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^t:.::.   -    ..• 


■T»ri»  !••:: 
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[nd'*^'**  The  same  kind  of  pillage  is  carried  on  by  the 
?omhefn  same  people  throuorhout  the  3[adras  Districts 
right  down  to  the  southernmost  point  of  the  penin- 
sula, including  adjacent  native  territory,  besides 
heavier  dacoitie  often  enousrh.  But  Madras  is  not 
communicative  in  such  matters  to  outsiders  (rW^p. 
79,  86,  SS,  vol.  ii.)  We  are  not  favoured  with  infor- 
mation of  such  events  from  that  quarter  except  what 
mavbe';/'''?/«f''/  from  theMadrasAnnualCrime  State- 
ments,  these  on  the  whole  consisting  of  lumped 
figures  only,  without  description  in  specific  cases 
and  without  any  distinctive  features  that  apper- 
tained thereto,  {vide  p.  86)J.nor  of  any  casualties. 
Down  ^Madras  too,  Khaikaree  robbers  (there  called 
Kurum-roOy  A'(JivA?*iTt>o,  etc.,)  are  not  admitted  to 
be  of  any  importance,  because  declared  to  be 
*'  home  made "  onlv,*  and  not  stranorers  from  a 
distant  country,  as  are  ^leenas  and  other 
predatory  tribes  from  Hindostan,  who  moreover, 
were  nnkno'i'u  fht're.  Yet  we  know  of  both  Meenas 
and  Khunjurs  penetrating  so  far,  and  the  man 
luiinniit}i,  one  of  the  four  prisoners  rescued  from 
Captain  AVard's  custody,  gave  us  an  account  before 
he  escaped,  of  a  successful  dacoitie  then  recently 
committed  by  him  in  that  direction  (authenticated,) 
with  a  gang  of  ^leena  Rhatores  from  Jodhpoor 
and  Jevpore  territory. 

AVhen   as  Assistant  General  Superintendent  for 
the  Bombay  circle,  I  conducted  operations  against 

•  P.S. — On  this  subject  and  the  frequency  of  the  depredation* 
of  this  trib<*  ihiouu'hout  Madras  territory  and  Southern  Iiidi*i^ 

Avould  re  fin  tlie  reader  to  Appendix  15. 
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like  manner  to  the  service  of  the  BhdtciiJpore 
iState,  should  be  admitted  to  pensions  on  retire- 
ment under  the  Uncovenanted  Service  rules,  the  re- 
quest was  yielded  to,  the  Bhdwulpore  State  being', 
hoivever,  "  debited  with  a  proportion  of  the  charg-e  J 
for  pension  ;  "  and  that  the  previous  case  being 
thereupon  again  urged  upon  notice,  to  the  end  that 
the  recent  ruling  might  be  similarly  applied  to  the 
gentleman  whose  ajiplication  had  before  been  re* 
jeetod,  us  WL'll  as  to  other  analogous  cases,  tfad 
Giiveriinient  of  India  has  now  decided  not  only 
that  that  officer's  service  in  the  Mundee  State  should 
now  lie  reckoned  towards  pension  .ffilder  the  ser- 
vice rules,  but  further,  that  in  all  cag^^^ij^vora- 
ment  officer  being  allowed  to  ta 
Native  State  officially,  and  on 
the  ]iurposes  of  State  interest 
that  .\;irivt.Si;,tc  shall  be  t;ikr 
jit-nsinn,  "  whether  the  proportu 
l;ifed  acciirdiiig  to  the  piTii 
.\;itivi.  State,  be  eliurgeabli 
'J'iiis  was  tn  rrlifve  a  vej-y 
vaiil  friiTiifhpiiis;ip]i(piii(nir: 
at  the  T<'l'usal  by  (he  Siiprii 
applifiititiii  on  the  previous 
cnnrii<ri'  otljcr^  to  assi.st  Xativ 
Our  .st-rv;nit>;  have  I'l'cii  ipiarn 

leave,  our  oV  piijiie  with  e;ifh  r 
bur.^ls  are  tlie  e^p^■ri^'^l<■(■  of 
Hugh  went  to  ti.e  Club  Hall. 

:,fl,  S' {•'■  h.l:  r.  —  'nn-  wratiier  cliii 


ITT  to  Ae  ordersi  fmm  .umoh.    **"  ^r^£<-^  "l^ 
a  of  ihe  Thuggee  %iid  Da^tnt: 
abad  territory  in  fncb.  ^sma 
lested  ium  on  fntnn!^  vrsuiAntt  >  -jtr   afii^x.^^ 
3enon.4  onlr  .n  rust  Tans^rr.'   r  " 
m,"  it  not  bemz  Jifisirt**!.  ^hl 
ed    to,    '*to    inmr 
dacoiu,  militarj  wirJ^-lr*i.^^-r- 
s  in  fact  w«^,  "*  -rifft.  a  »  *iar>-  f    '  ^n  cs,j. 
r  like  that  ot  4r«nut  Vk:r>  \r    t 
ns,  were  one  daj  ja,  -n#t  <zj'^< 
vemment,  %z»\  vw:  i^rrr  *i  ii^a 

ft  F 

•ial  proceedis;ri 

'rred  to,  bad  lerreC  ^^ma/Ve^*.*^  •  v.  •& 

>redationi»  and  tiiat  <73b^  v;  '/ii; 

bad  tenitorT  had  d^rr*,  fcwil  :a  v^'jj/.^^^v; 
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witb  the  decrease  of  outrages  committed  by 
liohillas ;  also  tlnit  tlie  recent  spectacle  of  the  de- 
portation from  llydraijad  to  the  Bombay  jail  at 
Thanah,  prc'iiaratory  to  transportation,  of  bo  many 
as  iij'ti/-ni.r  persons  of  that  class,  who,  out  of  a  total 
number  of  iiini-tii-ale  committed  by  our  assistant 
at  Hrdrabad  for  trial,  had  been  conTicted  and 
sentenced  to  transportation  for  life  at  the  And 
mans,  liad  jrreatly  dismayed  the  turbulent  audi 
less  race,  who  now  leanit  with  considerable  une 
ness  that  tliL-y  were  in  future  to  be  ari-aig 
before  a  British  officer,  and  not  be  tried,  as  alu 
before,  by  local  n;itivo  authorities  only,  whei 
convicted  by  whom  and  confined  in  His  ilighne) 
forts,  their  invariable  practice  had 
ujion  their  guards  and  effect  their  ■ 
had  at  that  time  departmental 
Jicriiiiist  'iiif  liiniUreil  and  niiiety-tj 
llu'si;  i>Li-sniis,  of  their  eonipHcity  i 
«,n  a  lar^r..'  sn,],., ''f  the  t.-wn  of  i 
in  the  disiriei.<  then  lately  re.itoi 
Xi/.ani  ;  and  the  feelin^r  ii"v 
iiiii|i]i'  alinvi-  dcscrilieil,  lliat  t 
tlieni  all,  an  ;iiarni  uiidtT  \v!ii 
iiianv  wiiiiM  be  indued  to 
tlie  Niitivc  Cnvu'iinicnt,  <j 
]',-^hawui-.  tlK'ir  (-ri-inal  h-.m 
or  jr..  i'a^-k  t...  KnhiU-und 
thai  alllniiirh  l!ie  Jioliill 
d.Trd    III.'    .-.Mnwy    in    ^■^ 

pImV.'S   ..;    tlir   jrrvat    b  .mI    T .: 


inecnuars. 
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)  to  be  sacked  while  the  Rohilla  leaders 
rahirra  aa  the  Jemadar  of  the  Rhatore 
lisurely  sat  down  (like  Nadir  Shah  at  the 
Delhi,)  upon  a  carpet  spread  out  for  them 
iGwree  or  local  police  station,  and  employed 
es  in  collecting  the  several  lots  of  plunder 
to  them  there  by  their  followers  in   quick 

_  _i.:-T — 1. —  a.1 rtole  had  been  packed, 

tue  entire  band  made  ott  with  :  "  That  very  night, 
as  we  were  fleeing  withour  booty,  we  were  surprised 
bya  body  of  about  thirty  horsemen  headedbya  Sahib 
(British  officer,)  who  had  sallied  from  Otrsa  in  pur- 
suit of  us,  who,  on  being  presently  joined  by  the 
Niiib  of  Owrad  with  a  jjo.***?  of  retainers,  attacked 
us  at  morning  and  put  us  to  flight.  Two  ponies 
laden  with  about  12,000  rupees  in  hard  cash 
{inifjil,)  were  recovered  from  us.  Two  of  the 
Eohillas  were  killed  in  the  fight  and  a  couple  of 
horses;  and  a  Sowar  on  the  side  of  the  Naib  was 
wounded.  The  Sahib  encamped  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, while  we  made  good  our  escape  to  Bhalka, 
round  about  where  we  hid  ourselves.  When  pur- 
suit had  ceased  and  we  found  the  opportunity,  we 
looked  over  what  we  had  managed  to  get  away 
with  of  our  booty.  It  consisted  of  ornaments  of 
gold  and  silver,  fine  apparel,  rich  cloths,  strings  of 
pearls,  coral  beads,  and  much  else,  the  whole  of 
which  we  computed  to  value  ahoat  fourfcfn  lakhs  of 
rupees.  In  the  division  of  this  spoil  our  share  of 
it,  (i.e.  the  share  of  _the  quota  of  Jleeiia-Rhatores,) 
we  valued  at  about  84,000  rupees,  and  this  we 
apportioned  among  ourselves,  according  to  the  scale 
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usual  among  us,  about  a  month  subsequently. 
This  left  each  man  of  us  a  share  of  2000  rupees 
after  deductions  for  the  claims  of  outsiders  entitled 
to  share  in  prize  booty  according  to  our  rules. 
But  this  was  not  all.  It  was  found  that  we  all 
had  more  or  less  appropriated  something  of  the 
plunder  in  the  act  of  committing  it,  on  being  re- 
quired to  disgorge  which  there  arose  an  additional 
sum  of  12,000  rupees  for  distribution ;  and  from 
this  each  man  got  250  rupees  more,  the  rest  of 
that  overplus  treasure  trove  being  claimed  by  my- 
self and  appropriated  by  me  as  leader  of  our  quota. 
After  all  this  we  abode  some  time  at  the  dera  of 
our  people  at  Pimplegam  in  Berar." 

(P.S. — Memo  :•  The  entire  gang  was  computed  ^^^"^ 
by  this  deponent,  at  385  men,  some  of  the  Bohillas  Rohuia 
of  whom  were  subsequently  arrested  by  the  Nizam's  Jowa^ 
officials  and  more  or  less  punished — a  single  Ro-  sentence, 
hilla  leader  only  being  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
for  life.     The  man  Jowahirra  was,  on  committal 
by    Captain    Ward   for   "professional    dacoitie," 
awarded    fourteen     years*    transportation.       He 
offered  to  serve  us  as  an  approver,  but  was  refused 
{vi(Jr  notes,  pp.  391-2,  vol.  ii.) 

6th  September. — A  telegram  from  home  tells  of  5**)^  ^ 
the  death  of  Professor  Faraday.  I  was  personally  Faraday. 
acquainted  with  him  before  I  came  out  to  India. 
His  daughter,  a  young  lady  of  small  figure  like 
himself,  we  used,  from  her  name  being ^66ey  (some 
pet  name  perhaps,)  parva  componere,  to  call 
"  Cathedral.'' 

We  learn  also,  through  the  same  means,  of  the 

VOL.    II.  X 
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DBsthofa  jgath  of  a  greatly  esteemed  relation,  long  time 

distinguisherl  member  of  the  Bombay  Civil  Servi< 

a   proficient   in   revenue   matters,   both   land  m 

customs,  latterly   holding  a  high  position,  high 

respected  by  Government  and  beloved  by  the  coi 

munity — Native    as  well    as    European — a  aon 

the  famed  "  Maynooth  "  Spooner,  and  husband 

ray  cousin.     He  had  retired  but  three  years  befol 

BBported       rpijQ  ,<  Times  of  India  "  announces  that  the  ca 

ofthB       tives  have  been  released  by  the  Negus,  and    th 

UAbys.   the  expedition  to  Abyssinia  has  been  abaiidona 

m  but  Sir  Henry  Durand,  who  should  know,  told  i 

■  to-day,  it  was  strange  that  Government  here  hi 

F  received  no  announcement  thereof. 

EcM»rah       Engaged  a  good  deal  to-day  in  collecting  not 

Sheka-      in  preparation  for  a  Report  on  the  lawless  com 

^        Bb^I^   tion  of  Shekawdtie  {vide  pp.   308,  311  to  313,  31 

r  vol.  i.,  and  129,  vol.  ii.)     I  first  notice    that,    a 

P  cording  to  Hamilton's   Hindostan  (p.  535,  vol.  i 

oriftin  of  that  region  was  supposed  to  have  derived  its  nan 

kiwoM.     from    a  predatory  tribe    of   Arabs,   who    wrestt 

it   from    the    Kaim-Khdnees,    a   race    of  half -co 

L  verted  Hindoos    still  inhabiting  it  {vide  pp.    11 

I  291,  293,  304,  305,  315,  vol.  i.,)  of  which  oust< 

B  class  we  have  an  excellent  dacoit  approver  nann 

K  Jeeicun  Khan,  who  ostensibly  was  a  camel  driv 

^L  only:  next,  that  though  nominally  the  feudatori 

^M  of  the  Ruler  of  Jeypore,  the    Shekiiwuts  seldo 

^^^  paid  any  regard  to  his  mandates,  and  from  the 

^^  position  on  the  highway  leading  from  the  Upp 

^f  Provinces  of  Delhi  and  the  Punjab,  they  were  fro 

^^  old  time  in  the  habit  of  extorting  blackmail    1 
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reJcivdleey  from   merchants   travelling   with   goods 
through  their  limits,  or  in  default  of  these  acceding  pfaider- 
to   the  levy,  of   plundering    them  altogether,   in  jj^^^^"***'' 
consequence  of  which  and  because  they  extended 
their  ravages  into   British   territory,   the  British 
Government  were,  a  time  back,  led  to  direct  that  pabUoiy 
these  freebooters  should,  for  the  future,  be  pursued  oj^med 
across  the  frontier  into  the  country  which  yielded 
them  asylum,  and  "  be  destraj/ed  wherever  they  could 
be  found '^ — this  about  the  year  1812: — that  this 
quieted  them  for  a  while  :  but  that   a  few  years 
subsequently  they  again  broke  out,  and  although 
put  down  by  the  operations  of  a  punitive  expedition 
sent  into  the   wild   region,  when  many   of  their 
fenced  towns   were    captured   and    sundry  forts 
levelled,  they,  together  with  their  chiefs,  still  con- 
tinued refractory,  as   they  do  to   this   date,  and  jj-g^^^j^^ 
reiected  all  subordination  to  their  lieffe  lord,  the  ^^ 

•*  .  o  »  Sazerain 

sovereign  of  Jeypore  :  that  several  spasmodic  Power, 
efforts  were  at  a  later  period  made  to  bring  them 
to  reason  and  order,  but  without  any  lasting  effect : 
that,  at  length,  their  depredations  having  been 
carried  to  even  greater  extent,  it  was  considered 
expedient  to  inquire  more  directly  into  the  matter 
in  view  to  interference  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government,  should  the  Native  State  to  whom  they 
were  tributary,  be  "unable  or  unwilling  to  put 
them  down  : "  that  thereupon  the  British  Super- 
intendent for  the  Rajpootanah  States,  at  that 
period  stationed  at  Ajmere  (Colonel  Abraham 
Lockett,)  was  deputed  upon  this  duty,  who  reported 
fully  upon   the  evil   condition  of   the   provinoe  : 

X  2 
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is  visit  gave  rise  to  a  fear  among'  the 
ers,  that  they  and  the  native  government 
Q  they  were  supposed  to  be  subordinate, 
■out  to  be  coerced  more  effectually  than  ever 
and  that  this  alarm  that  their  strong-holds 
■y  the  country,  would  now  be  reduced  and 
thrown  down,  led  the  chiefs  concerned,  to 
l^rocate  severe  r  under  assurances  that 

there  would  not  be  any  recurrence  of  occasion  for 
Buch  coercion  :  that  thereupon  the  Government  of 
the  period  (1832,)  gave  up  the  intention  to  employ 
a  Britiai  force  so  long  as  the  local  chiefs  had  the 
ability  or  evinced  a  will  "  to  restrain  the  depreda- 
tions of  these  tribes  of  robbers :  "  that  the  inquiry 
led,  however,  to  the  expediency  of  posting,  later 
on,  a  apecial  local  force  at  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince (Jhoonjoonoo,)  and  which  eventually  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  the  local  Shel-awdlte  force ,  and 
in  the  appointmeiit  of  Major  Forster  to  the  com- 
mand thereof  {ckJe  pp.  252,  293,  305-6,  vol.  i.  :) 
that  the  measures  adopted  by  that  energetic  officer 
had  the  desired  effect,  but  that  on  the  disbandment 
of  his  force  and  removal  of  the  efficient  prevention 
wrought  by  it,  matters  retrogressed  to  their  former 
condition,  and  ShekawAtie  once  more  drifted  into 
all  the  consequences  of  continued  misrule  and  un- 
checked savagism  :  further,  that  this  defiant  atti- 
tude was,  if  it  is  not  demonstrably  so  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  the  example  of  the  feudal  system  through- 
out Rajpootanah  (more  or  leas,)  each  Thakoor  or 
feudatory,  from  the  holder  of  vast  possessions  down 
even  sometimes  to  the  petty  lordling  of  a  village, 
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yielding  but  a  nominal  obedience  to  his  reputed 
sovereign  :  and  that  in  Shekawdtie  particularly, 
these  petty  chiefs  abounded  from  the  circumstance 
of    their  holdings   beinff   so   often  subdivided  on  s^wivi- 

o  o  Bion  of 

every  recurring  demise  of  the  landowner,  as  before  Heritage, 
noticed  (y.  p.  232,  vol.  i.  :)  also  that  the  Shekawdtie 
confederation,  or  **  confederated /r^reagre  of  Sheka- 
watie  "  as  Tod  termed  these  associated  plunderers, 
had  no  visible  head,  and  continually  engaged  in 
unlicensed  rapine  :  that  at  a  later  date  the  late  Sir 
Henry  Lawrence,  a  brother  of  the  present  Viceroy 
of  India,  proposed,  as  Agent  to  the  Governor- 
General  for  Rajpootanah,  to  again  post  a  special 
British  officer  for  eight  or  ten  years  in  Shekawatie 
to  put  it  into  order,  Forster's  brigade  having  been 
withdrawn,  but  to  which  the   Government  of  the  ^^v^^\ 

reiiueato 

period  (1856-57,)  ivotdd  not  accede :  that  the  area  of  poet  a 
the  province  was  estimated  at  10,000  square  miles,  officer  in 
and  that  a  blue  pennon  surmounting  a  yellow  banner  ^^tie!' 
was  their  national  flag. — All  this  so  far,  supports 
what  I  have  previously  recorded  of  the  deplorable 
condition  of  the  district  at  the  present  date  ;  and, 
with  my  own  observations  thereof,  affords  a  pretty 
tale  upon  which  to  build  a  report  on  the  subject  : 
but    there    is  more,  and  I  must    excerpt  it   to- 
morrow. 

7fh  September. — A  telegram  from  Constantinople,  Seeming 
dated  the  4th  instant,  announces  that  the  captives  ti*^on  of 
in   Abyssinia,   have,   at  the    intercession    of   the  Jewfof 
Armenian  Bishop,  been  indeed  released  by  King  *!*®  ^*p- 
Theodorus  {v.  ante,  p.  306,)  and  it  seems  here  to  Abys. 
be  thought  that  the   expedition  must  certainly  be 
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up.  A  mnch  disappointed  one  writes  to 
;  the  prisoners  might  at  least  have  been  de- 
1  little  longer  ;  it  waa  surely  "  premature  " 
set  them  at  liberty,  and  "  old  Negue  need 
e  finished  up  the  matter  in  such  a  wine  and 
lanner"  1 

0  on  as  to  Shekawdtie  : — I  find  the  Political 
II  '~   *'     \        r         "^"ng-  to  Colonel  Suther- 
Om   land,    the    Agent    to    the    Governor-General    for 
Hajpootanali     some    twenty-five    years    back,    the 
ppearance  in  Meywar  of  a  foray  of  marandersyrom 
jhekawdtis,  under  the  leadership  of  a  son  of  a  noted 
outlaw    and  freebooter  named  Chimmun  Sing  an 
ex-Thakoor  of  that  fief  (stated  to  be  himself  living 
in  sui'na  or  sanctaary  at  Jodhpore,)  on  their  way  to 
plunder  in  Malwah:   that  the   laxity  of  role   in 
Native  States,  admitted  of  organized  bands  of  free- 
booters roaming  about  in  this  manner  unmolested  in 
quest  of  booty:  that  they  were  even  sheltered  :  that 
propoitti    he    urged  speedy  and  energetic  measures  for  the 
STHt^h'"'  suppression    "  of  this    daily  increasing   predatory 
Troopi      syatem,"  and  advocated  the  employment  of  British 
troops  for  the  purpose,  "  it  being  useless  to  trust  anv 
longer  to  the  action  of  the  Native  States,  who  either 
cannot  or  will  not  protect  their  territories  from  such 
b*ti!""*  ravages  :  "  to  which  the  Agent  Governor-General 
Agent       replied  (somewhat  lukewarmly,  I  think,)  that  it  must 
Gsnerfti.    be  left  to  Native  Rulers  to  protect  themselves,  the 
employment  of  British  troops  not  being  desirable 
("  quite  out  of  the  question,")  and  that  in  cases  of 
a  Native  State  failing  to  expel  or  punish  dacoits, 
or  of  their  voluntarily  harbouring  them,  we  should 
act  only,  if  need  be,  on  the  capital  of  it : — later  on 
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he    directed    the    Political    Officer   for    Tonk,   to  Delivery 

to  the 

transfer   to  Sleeman,    at    that    time   holding   my  Thuggee 
present     office,    twenty-two    dacoits    taken    intOme^tVf 
custody  by  the  local  officers  of  that  State,  as  be-  J^^oitg 
longing  to  notorious  bands  from  Shekawdtie.  1"^™ 

The  suppression  of  dacoitie  in  Native  States  had  witie. 
at  this  period  been  superadded  to  the  department  g^       ^ 
of  the  General  Superintendent,  "  to  be  carried  on  ^on  of 

,  ,  Dacoitie 

in  the  same  manner  as  hitherto  adopted  against  added  to 
thugs,"  and  the  co-operation  of  Native  chiefs  of  the" 
being  required  to  that  end,  they  had  been  g  ®p^^^. 
separately  addressed  accordingly.  It  was  pointed  *«^dent. 
out  to  them  severally,  by  khurreetas  or  written 
communications  in  the  vernacular,  that  the  British 
Government  had  learnt  that  numerous  bands  of 
dacoits  were  harboured  in  certain  Native  States, 
pointing  to  Shekuivdtie  in  particular ;  that  Thakoors 
and  village  headmen  were  often  not  only  in  league 
with  the  plundererSy  but  even  shared  in  their  spoils  ; 
that  such  bands  had  recently  successfully  plundered 
in  various  districts,  British  as  well  as  Native,  at 
long  distances  from  their  homes,  and  that  those  of 
them  who  had  occasionally  been  captured,  were 
found  to  have  come  from  Shekawdtie  and  its  pro- 
pinquate  districts ;  that  the  British  Government 
was  resolved  to  put  down  this  system  of  plunder  in 
the  same  way  as  thuggee,  through  the  officers  of 
the  Thuggee  Department,  presided  over  by  the 
General  Superintendent,  and  confidently  calcu- 
lated on  the  active  co-operation  of  the  several 
Native  Rulers  against  dacoits  inhabiting  their 
territories,  and  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  General  Superintendent  and  his  officers  ;  that 
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;ish  Government  had  a  warm  interest  in 

jpression    of  this    predatory  system,    and 

i  hearty  assistance  from  everyone,  as  all 

aents  and  all  people  suffered  equally  from 

;ording  to  Colonel  Sutherland,  all  plander- 

\  large  scale  in  the  Rajwdra  and  Malwah 

(his   information   did   not   in  those  days 

provinces  higher  up  in 

^ia,)  arose  solely  from  the    system  pursued   by 

itive    Rulers    of    proscription    and    alienation, 

riaing  from  party  jealousies,    more  particularly 

le    declared    in    Marwar,    that    is,    in    Jodhpore 

tenitorj-.     He   argued  that,  as  we  had  deprived 

native  chiefs  of   the  power  of  combination  and 

resistance,  we  should  protect  them  from  internal 

persecution,  and  he  advocated  the  remedy  to  be  to 

proclaim  a  general  amnesty  and  restoration    of 

those  alienations,  in  view  to  immediate  tranquillity. 

MjView  But  to  this  I  would  observe  that  if  the   "  dacoitie 

(jaeiUoQ.  system  had  been  understood  then   as  it  is  now,  it 

would  have  been  seen  to  proceed  from  old  time 

profession  remaining  unrepressod   from  continued 

misrule,  the  easy  venality  of  those  who  fostered 

it    and   sheltered  its  perpetrators,  and    from   the 

general  awe  dacoits  inspired. 

Jly  memoranda  further  show  that  presently 
Government  took  up  a  complaint  on  the  sub- 
ject from  the  Resident  at  Jndore  (the  capital 
of  the  neighbouring  "  Central  India  States,") 
directed  the  attention  of  Colonel  Sutherland 
"  to  the  lamentable  fact  of  a  body  of  organized 
plunderers  being  able  to  march  with  impunity /rom 
Shekawdlie  into  Mdlwah,  horse  and  foot,    through 
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the    Rajpootanah     States    of     Meywar,    Pertab- 
ghur,   and   Bdnswara,    to  plunder    in  Malwah/'*  *^'ii^/^" 
and     as    to     the     objection     raised    by    Colonel  °^^?^®J 
Sutherland    to    employ    Government    troops   on  oompoBes 
such  occasions,  Government,  cm  the  contrary , "  would  **  Central 
be  sorry    to    restrict  any  oflBcer   responsible   for  states." 
the    maintenance   of   order   in    such    a    country 
as  Meywdr  for  instance "   (from  where   the  pro-  ment 
position  to   employ   them  came,)  "  from   making  the"°^* 
use  of  every  available  means  to  put  down  effec-  o£^|?°ion°f 
tually  bands  assembled  for   rapine  and  violence  :  Suther- 
that  the  Court  of  Directors,  a  propos  to  this  sub- 
ject, had  declared  that  "the  existence  of  bands 'J]^® Court 
of  plunderers  moving  from  country  to  country,  or  Directors 
sallying  from  one  country  to  commit  depredations  rabjeot. 
in  others,  will  not  be  tolerated  by  the  BHtish  Govern,- 
menty^  and  that  the  Government  of  India  thereupon 
now  enjoined  on  Colonel  Sutherland,  to  omit  no 
pains  tending  to  put  down  lawless  bands  in  the 
districts  indicated,  and  to  afEord  ample  means  for  Ooionei 
the  purpose  :  that  Colonel  Sutherland  in  a  measure  land's ' 
demurred   to   this   dictum,    still    clinging   to   the  ^®"***^^** 
assumption  that  the  dacoit  irruption  complained 
of,  was  to  be  attributed  to  confiscation  of  landed 
property,  the  local  native  administrations  pursuing 
with  prescriptive  laws  and  ineflfectual  means  the 
"  rebels  they  had  themselves  made,**  and  that  he 
considered  the  account  exaggerated  :  but  that  he 
was  overruled  by  the  Government  of  the  day  direct-  mied  and 
ing,  that "  under  all  circumstances,  every  indispens-  pioy^nt 
able  and  disposable  means  be  employed  to  repel  the  ^^^^ 
incursions  of  plunderers  from  a  foreign  State,  more  '^^®^_^ 
especially  in  countries  where  the  bounda/ries  ofdiferent  allowed. 
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States  were  inttrmuedy  and,  the  Rulers  thereof, 
with  minor  Governments,  were  unable,  even  with 
the  best  disposition,  to  act  vigorously  for  them- 
selves ;  "  also  that  wherever  the  necessity  of  the  case 
calleJ  for  the  employment  of  British  troops^  they  were 
"  to  be  considered  available  for  the  purpose." 
abie'Anb  ^  demur,  however,  to  the  origin  of  the 
the IhekL  ShekAwuts  from  Arabs-     I  am  inclined  to  believe 


that  that  assigned  origin  belonged  rather  to  the 

Kaim-Kluineesy  the  half-converted  race  before  often 

alluded    to,    whom    they    had  superseded  in  the 

•  Vide      possession    of   the    territory,*   and    that  it  was 

2?i"y3    consequently    conveyed,    in    common    belief,   to 

304. 30o]  themselves.     For  wherever  "  Arabs  "  have  settled 

and  306,  "or    colouized,   their    descendants    have    followed 

their  religion — although  with  some  alloy,  the  r^ 

suit  of  local  association.    But  the  "  ShekAwuts," 

now  so  designated,  were,  as  before   noticed  {vide 

note,  p.  289,   vol.    i.,)    sprung    from  one   Mohl. 

He    was   the   son   of  Balojee,  a  younger  son  of 

the    Rajah  of  Jeypore    before    that  capital  Mf^ 

removed  from  Amber,  and  held  the   lordship  w 

the   province  in    fief  from  the  latter   ruler,  thuB 

accounting  for  Jeypore's  quasi  sovereignty  overit 

The  anecdote  of  the  birth  to  him  of  a  son  and  heir 

at  the  supposed  intercession  of  the  local  saint  jSA^ 

Boorhan  {vide  p.  289,  vol.  i.,)  traditioned  to  hate   J 

come  down  there  at  the  period  of  the  invasion  ^   I 

Timoiir  Lung  (Tamerlane,)  compares  with  that  d  | 

the  blessing  similarly  conferred  at  a  subseqiW**  ■■ 

era    upon  the   childless   Emperor  AkhMr,  on  tf 

reputed  prayers  of  his  spiritual  guide  8kak 


S^h't'  /\i\'c;\is  cr  Cr:r.:,:, 


>'i  (,//.  note  i>.  447.  vol.  i.)  TLe  iiA.-.zr,  Lr^*-:: 
nl»taiiii*d,  ill  jMipular  be!i«r:.  tl.r'irii  :. 
r's  j»rayt*r.s,  ami  at  his  request  iiii:r.ei  >  .  z. 
V  trii»e  at  his  in juiicti«'n  a^s'.in:ei  tLr  iii-niT 
.;i\\  ur,  ami  in  like  obt-dience  i,!;:-!  's-zTZv. 
'•iMe'ian  reliL''i«"»n:5  ob5frvLi!,:es  "^L.:*!.  ::. "^ir 
Iv  fi'llMWefl  at  the  prefiei-t  I-iv.  ~l.:'.r  :1t 
eveil  ;i  seinMance  ^A  C'.'rive!>: ::. 


X  r-  - 


.^  rtitv  it,  })i-v<.»n«i  evincincr  ti  e:r.::L~ri  nirk 
»  ^|.»»'t  to  the  inein»'»rv  of  tLe  L:1t  rj  ii.  ti- 
lij-ui^hinir  feature   of  whi'.-L  js.   ::-';r  i::-?   t«t 

b'li  nf  his  usual  attire,  a  b-u-^  .  .  •     -?•       r  ^i^-^ 

:i' ?it  anil  a  blue  cap,  are  us'iiillvx-.rr.    -  :!:-rii 

irlv  infanrv,  ami   that   their   r..it::i;i  --'    ~ 

-  -  ;!'!ri"Uiitt«l  uitii  a  bile    \ -:.:.   \.      Ji     -_-' 

•    ::••.'•  'i!.r,   t«-o.  T^'T  tiieir   ^r:!:;>:-:<^     .t  h  .  - 

• -.  .'.ri'i    ifr  ^'1   i:.:jrjy  '.:*Lv-r  !.::"..•::•.  i.---.  ^ 
!*.•:.••  •i:-tini!"iisli:!iir  a::iA   '.:  "  ^.ir.*"  r^ :  ~  -  .•  :l 
•  :•  :;.•  ir  liai|.'M,r  litscei.:  r 

:♦•  i^  .1  ^r, ,.  ,1  ib-:il  >ai«I  in   rh»-  ■:'«"":^'--*  •;    ' 
•;: '    'ij.  ab«»ur   iL*'  i  raoti^v  ni  .,    -  ,•  ,-.*  .^_ 
■•».:!..     Coli.i.el  S^itherland  T\-nte5  iO^rrJ 
".»   ::♦•  ilni  ni/t    tliink    the    o-^to^^      h'^--*'-' 

■  ■'.!■  :.r  in^taiic.-,  "(.ui'.j friistrarr  ^'ir-eal^ 
•:.-  -■■;  ir.s.i..n  ..f  tl.ucrs  an.J  'iaccits  in^that 

•••  'I  i.'-  r.rnt..ry.  h,-  ri.,..,:rht,  ^-a?  too  remoJ 
••••i:a..ir.  :.!,.!  i.uj>iiir.s  of  Its  irihabitaiit.  *  ' 

-•:■>. ,..  l,.;..!  sudi  criminala  to  seek  or  to'-: 

•^  :L.:i  f.    He  thought  it  were  better  to  q,' 


■*  *  _ *. 


'•^Jh.' 
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Simtm  wen   iitttrmwdy  and,  the  Rolra?  theran 

iritli  minor  (Toremineots,  were  inikbte,  even   wij 

tbe  best  disposition,  to  act  Ttgorooslj  for  then 

selves ; "  also  tliat  trkfrmr  tie  «*ft=»»i/y  of  the  oft 

eaUed/or  Ote  emptoywt^nt  «f  Britisk  tn-opt,  tbej  wel 

**  to  be  oonadered  arailable  for  tbe  purpose." 

StoAJSfc      t    demur,    boverer.    to    tbe     origin     of    tl 

^||^^|^  Shekj&wnts  from  Arabs.     I  am  inclined  to  beliei 

***■        tbat  that  assi^rned  origin  belonged  rather  to  tl 

SMim-Khamfv*,  the  half-ccinTien«il  race  before  oftc 

■ibM^aH    to,    whom    thev    had   superceded    in    tl 

•  191,      posMsaon    of  the    territorr,*    and     that    it    wi 

ft^^    eonseqoently    conveved,    in    common    b^ef.    1 

5^*^  themselves.     For  whererer  "  Arabs  "  bave  settle 

ifc   or  colonized,   their    descendants    have    followi 

their  wli^on — although  with  some  alloT,  the  r 

suit  of  local  association.    Bnt  tbe  "  SbekAwata 

now  30  deaignateii,  were,  as  before   noticed    (rw 

note.  p.  -^,    Tol.    i..)    s}>ning    from  one    JlfoH 

He    was    the    son   of  Bal6jee,  a  yotmger    son  i 

the    Rajah  of  Jerpore    before    tbat  capital    wi 

removed  from  Amlw,  and  held  the   lordship   i 

the   province  in    fief  from  the  latt*'r  ruler,    thi 

accounting  for  Jevpore's  ^:*ii,*i"  sovereignty  over  i 

The  anecdote  of  the  birth  to  him  of  s  son  and  he 

at  the  sQpposed  intercession  of  the  local  saint  Sh.^ 

Boorkam  {ri,if  p.  2^.  vol,  i..l  traditioned  to  hai 

come  down  there  at  the  penod  of  the  invasion  I 

7V»mir  Lvkf  (Tamerlane. "I  ci^mpsres  wiih  that  i 

^u  blessing  similarlr  conferred  si  a  subseqoei 

era    upon  the   childless   Emprror  Ji'*i>if,  on    tl 

Rfoted  praven  of  his  spintual  guide  >AdA  S^ii 
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Cheesti  {vide  note  p.  447,  vol.  i.)    The  infant  having 
been    obtained,    in  popular    belief,   through    the 
Saint's  prayers,  and  at  his  request  named  Shek,  the 
entire  tribe  at  his  injunction  assumed  the  name  of 
SheMwut,  and  in  like  obedience  adopted  certain 
Mahomedan  religious  observances  which,  though 
faintly  followed   at   the  present  day,  while  they 
conveyed  a  semblance  of  conversion  to  Islam,  did 
not  certify  it,  beyond  evincing  a  continued  mark 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the   holy  man,  the 
distinguishing  feature  of  which  js,  that  after  the 
fashion  of  his  usual  attire,  a  blue  pyrahun  or  loose 
garment  and  a  blue  cap,  are  usually  worn  by  them 
in  early  infancy,  and  that  their  national  yellow 
flag  is  surmounted  with  a  blue  pennon.     In  other 
respects   the  Shekawuts    are   Rajpoots  toto    coelo.  The 
How  account,  too,  for  their  unmistakable  Rajpoot  SieSheW- 
names,  and  for  so  many  of  these  having,  more-  '^^^ 
over,  the  distinguishing  aflix  of  "  Sing,"  showing  tioned. 
rather  their  Rajpoot  descent  ? 

8th    September,  Sunday. — I   continue    gleaning.  9®^' 
There  is  a  good  deal  said  in  the  documents  I  am  search 

1  •  -I        ^    ^  1  A  •  I*  •    *         into  the 

researching,  about  the  practice  of  suma  or  giving  sheka- 
sanctuary.     Colonel  Sutherland  writes  (October,  Jecwd^ 
1840,)    he  did  not   think   the    custom,    although  g^^ja 
religiously    and  obstinately   observed  throughout  ^^^^^^ 
IMdrwar  for  instance,  would  frustrate  our  measures  *n*>T- 
for  the  suppression  of  thugs  and  dacoits  in  that 
State.    The  territory,  he  thought,  was  too  remote, 
and  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  its  inhabitants  too 
primitive,  to  lead  such  criminals  to  seek  or  to  find 
refuge  there.     He  thought  it  were  better  to  meet 
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estion  as  it  arose,  than  to  enter  with  tbe 
on  the  general  questioo  of  S«r«*i,  and  that 
1  Resident  would,  he  thoaght,  be  able  to 
MarwAr  becoming  "  refnge  "  for  offenders 
t  be  attempted.     On  this  subject,  however, 
srience  of  oar  own  special  department  re- 
otherwise,    insomuch   that     the    criminals 
"_„j,oi  '     '    '      aafcUi  to  be  found  by 
jhem  in  UArw&rj  it  being  a  common  adage  among 
■     them  that  Mdrwdr  taan  Thug  bUtchta — **  the    Thug 
goes  BCot  free  in  ]tfarw4r  I  " 

To  go  on: — The  Durbar  submitted  a  minnte  on 
the  snbject,  to  the  effect  that  the  party  granting 
siirnn  or  asylum  to  a  fugitive,  would  be  held  answer- 
able for  the  future  conduct  of  the  refugee  (no  re- 
ference here,  liowever,  to  the  Gfimea  for  which  we 
should  pursue  him,)  but  that  should  he  be  a  stranger, 
the  fugitive  would  be  regarded  to  be  in  the  surna  of 
the  load  Iluj,  and  would  be  punishable  by  it  '*  com- 
M«nt"f'  mensurately  with  his  offence."     This  was  at  once  a 
ETkiiDD.  loophole  for  every  sort  of  evasion,  and  obstructions 
to  our  arresting  parties  and  collisions,  became  of 
ThritooM  frequent  occurrence  !     Talookdarsandzumeendars 
to^r/np  (landholders,)  profited  by  depredations,  hence  their 
ooeDdera.  gyersion  to  Surrender  offenders  at  all,  and    the 
assistance  they  rendered  them  in  escaping  ;    and 
it  was  further    a  conviction,  that  the  ill-feeling 
and  arrogance  displayed  by  Thakoors  generally, 
were  to  be  attributed,  moreover,  to  tbe  well-known 
fact  that  Iheij  tfere  themseh-es  the  oi-iiiinafoy^  of  the 
plundering  expeditioiis,   they    who     harboured   the 
gangs,    and   the   source   indeed   of  the   evil.      This 
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applies  particularly  to  the  conditiom  of  Sheka- 
watie  as  it  prevails  at  this  day. 

9th  September. — It  is  decided  that  a  demonstra-  Be"oin- 
tion  of  our  power  on  the  seaboard  of  Abyssinia  |^°"^^ 
must   be  made,  whether  the  captives  have  been -A^byMini* 
released  or  not.     Their  liberation,  too,  is  doubted. 

Owing  to  a  Hindoo  holiday  my  office  is  partially  Hindoo 
closed  to-day,  Hindoo  religionists  only  being  per-  ^®^*^^' 
mitted  to  absent  themselves. 

Still  occupied  in  researching.  I  note  in  corrobora-  The  Be- 
tion  of  yesterday's  inquiry,  that  it  was  experienced  ^^^ 
in  our  own  previous   operations  in  Rajpootanah,  *i"^®^- 
that  dacoitie  in  its  worst  form  was  cherished  and  cherished 
continued   to   be  sustained  by  the    several  petty  J^^^ah, 
Thakoors    and   Jaghiredars,   though    there    was^®'*®'®** 
seldom  sufficient  clear  proof  to  warrant  proceed-  Thakoors. 
ings  against  them  individually.     They  themselves 
seldom  went  abroad  with  the  expeditionary  gangs, 
but  perfected  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
their  success,  at  home,  always  got  a  share  of  the 
plunder,  and  screened  the  offenders  to  their  utmost ;  ^2be"* 
these  iviiuential  individuals  were  at  the  root  of  the^^^P^., 

'   ^  '    ^  the  Evil. 

evil ;  severe  punishment  might  teach  them  better. 
And  as  a  proof  of  the  distance  to  which  plunderers 
from  Shekawdtie  proceeded,  a  band  of  nine  horse- 
men from  that  district,  and  commonly  known  to  ^   ^. 

•'  ^  ^     The  Dig- 

belong    to    the   brotherhood   called   Bdrah  BhdeetAuce 

(twelve  brothers,)  was  intercepted  and  taken  into  by  sheUi. 
custody  so  far   down   country   as  Ahmedabad  inJJJf'de^ 
Guzerat.     They  were  convicted  of  several  acts  of  ^fj^Jj^ 
dacoitie  in   various   directions.     The    exploits   of 
Doongurjee  and  his  free-lances  in  the  extensive 
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robbery  near  Palee  and  their  breaking  jatt 

onviction  have  already  been  adverted  to  (ri'tti 
0,  -111,  vol.  i.)  Later  on,  several  very  daring 
ies  took  place  in  the  district  of  the  Ganges 
in  British  territory  in  the  N.-W.  Provinces. 
cal  Government  protested  loudly,  designating 
ia  a  revival  of  a  habit  of  outrage  by  robbera 
•^  Co  u  ates,  and  demanded  the 

'  adoption  of  the  most  stringent  measures  for  ensur- 
ing oo-operation  from  Native  Rulers  in  their  detec- 
tion and  in  repressing  such  predatory  acts  for  the 
itore.     The    dacoits  were  from   Shekawatie,  the 
condition  of  which  conntry  had,  since  two  yean 
past,  relapsed  "  into  a  highly  unsatisfactory  state  " 
— which  was  to  speak  of  that  condition  in  the  mildest 
:-     way,  for  in  point  of  fact  it  had  never,  except  while 
Forster's  contingent  was  posted  in  the  region,  heen 
in  any  better.     A  native  chief  of  rank  and  supposed 
respectability,  was,  after  Forster's  withdrawal,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Suzerain  (Jeypore)  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  troubled  district.      Soon, 
The         however,  the  Government  van   was  looted   on    the 
ment  Van  border.     High  rewards  were  offered  for  the  detec- 
dered.      t'O"  o^  ^^^  culprits,  declared  to  have  been   traced 
to  the  suspected  district.     The  Agent   Govemor- 
Uw.""'^  General  of  the  period,  Sir  Henry  Lawrence,  wrote 
n^'g      strongly  to  the  Suzerain  Government,  declaring  to 
Proteit.    tiie  Durbar  that  its  administration  was  discredit- 
able ;  that  there  was  no   reason  whatever  why  a 
single  criminal  should  find  shelter  from   such    out- 
rages, let  the  sheltering  land-holder  be  even  the 
most  powerful  zumeendar  of  the  territory ;    such 
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"  notorious   criminals  **   must  be   sought  out  and 
given  up  ;  lukewarm  aid  in  such  cases  was  as  bad 
as  none,  etc.     But  all  to  no  end  !     Frontier  British 
officers  still  remained  without  that "  promptest  and 
most  cordial  aid  .for  the  seizure  of  the  dacoits," 
which   Sir   Henry  had  invoked  from  the  Native 
Rulers  concerned  and  had  endeavoured  to  enjoin. 
So  presently,  he  deputed  an  officer  to  the  infested  region 
with  the  means  for  pressing  insistence  in  a  surer  way.    . 
Lieutenant  Hardcastle   on  this  mission  energeti-  tenant 
cally  captured  a  fort  and  village  "  where  dacoits  castie 
were    harboured,'*    and     carried    off    ^^verify-one  to  sheka- 
prisoners,   declared   to  be    "  all    noted    dacoits."  ^*'*®'     . 
They  were  made  over  to  the  NAzim  of  ShekawAtie, 
the  high  native  official  then  lately  appointed  by 
the  Jeypore  Ruler  to   manage   it.     The  province 
was   described   by   Sir   Henry   Lawrence,   in   his 
Report  to  Government  of  the  occasion,  as  a  nest  of 
armed  robbers  finding  support  from  the  chiefs  of 
Jeypore,  Jodhpore  and  Bikaneer,  upon  the  confines 
of  each  of  whose  domains  the  district  impinged, 
and  chiefly  from  those   of  the  Shekawatie   race  : 
*'  they  associate  for  plunder  and  follow  rapine  as  a 
profession  and  means  of  subsistence,  and  daily  com- 
mit atrocities  in  all  the  adjoining  districts  : "  it 
was  now  endeavoured  to  put  down  these  bands  and 
restore  the  oppressed,  etc.     "  The  present  and  past 
misrule  in  Shekawdtie,  was  to  be  attributed,"  Sir 
Henry  added,  "  to  the  splitting  up  of  the  estates  com-  ting  np  of 
posing  ity  and  to  the  region  bordering  on  so  many  ^^^^^^ 
territories,"  quite  as  much  as  to  the  consequent 
*'  oppression  "  (vide  pp.  132,  vol.  i.,  and  309,  vol.  ii.) 
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nry  then  alludes  to  tte  story  of  the  attack 
lie  Bikaneer  town  of  Chooroo  by  a  party  of 
icendaiits  of  some  old  land-bolders  who  had 
jected  from  their  possessions  for  their  re- 
several  years  previously- (1818  :)     "They 
ined  in  this  attack  by  several  Bikaneer  and 
rut    Thakoors  for  mere  excitement  sake," 
sd  in  forty-eight  hours 
"  by  a  spirited  surprise  conducted  by  the  Bikaneer 
Amil  (Governor,)  with  a  band  of  400  men  riding 
camels,  who  killed  the  rebel  leaders,  losing  their 
own  commander,"  etc.,  as  already  recounted  (p.  232, 
vol.  i.)     Lieutenant  Hardcastle,  with  the  Jeypore 
and  Bikaneer  contingents,  next  captured,  in  Delhi 
territory,  to  which  they  had  fled,  the  two  principal 
surviving  outlaw  leaders  of  that  occasion,  etc. 
.leRa-        This  completes  the  retrospect  to  be  gleaned  from 
loto'tbe    ^^^  available  information  researched,  up  to  the  year 
KecordB    ^f  jjjg  Jiutiny,  1857.     During  that  disturbed  period 
inn  and  until  the  excitement  it  had  occasioned  was 

wirie,       over  and  things  had  settled  down,  very  little  was 
otadBd.     effected  in  the  way  of  "  suppression  "  in  the  8tates 
referred    to  ;     professional     criminals    (Rbatores, 
Meenas,  ShekAwuts,  and  such  like,)  reverted  to  their 
habits  with  renewed  zest,  and  it   was  plain  that 
there  was  "  plenty  now  to  do,"  as  George  Coleridge 
had  written  to  me,   "  in  putting   down  dacoitie." 
I  gather  that  the  whole  of  the  lower  or  east  and 
Locaieot  south-east  portions  of  Bikaneer  and  the  parts   of 
Dacoita.    Shokawatie  that  adjoin  them,  swarm  with  bands  of 
men  mounted  on  horses  and  camels,  who   plunder 
traders  indiscriminatel}',  singling  out,  with  robber 
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gluttony,  parties  who  travelled  together  with  an 
idea  of  greater  security,  and  kuttdrs  or  caravans 
of  merchandise  ;  or,  in  default  of  meeting  with 
such,  looting  a  village  or  two  to  keep  their  hands 
in,  dum  vivimus ;  and  further,  that  the  people  of 
the  borders  of  Shekawdtie,  Bikaneer  and  Jodhpore, 
that  triple  frontier,  are  so  mixed  up  in  these  acts 
of  plunder  that  it  is  difficult  to  fix  the  blame  on 
any  one  State  more  than  upon  the  other,  except 
that,  to  my  mind,  Jeijpore^  as  the  Suzerain  of  Sheha- 
icdtiey  the  focus,  so  to  call  it,  of  the  jumbled  brigand- 
age, the  *'  nest "  of  the  federated  robbers,  is  chiefly 
responsible  for  it  all.  The  above  is  enough  with 
which  to  back  up  my  own  personal  observations  of 
the  state  of  the  country. 

lOth  September. — The  reflection,  all  in  all,  is, 
(together  with  my  own  experiences  since  applying  ^®™^" 
my  mind  to  put  down  the  Meena  tribe  more  ^^  ^i*"® 
particularly,  as  of  leading  importance,)  that  the  old 
dacoit  gangs,  which  before  plimdered  so  extensively 
far  and  near,  with  their  principal  haunts  in  and 
about  Shekawdtie,  still  continue  to  carry  on  dacoitie 
and  to  harry  the  country  far  and  wide,  of  which  I 
have  noted  so  many  instances  ;  that  Shekawdtie 
particularly,  always  bore  a  bad  character;  that  it 
Avas  still  infested  with  dacoits  of  a  bad  sort,  who, 
as  ever  before,  except  during  Forster's  high-handed 
interregnum,  planned  and  carried  out  their  expedi- 
tions on  the  old-established  plan,  Thakoors  and 
Zumeendars  of  Shekawdtie  protecting  and  shield- 
ing the  perpetrators  and  sharing  largely  in  their 
])1  under.     Of  this  the  instance  might  be  adduced 

VOL.    II.  Y 


Some  Records  of  Crime. 

police  of  Hissdr  on  the  British  frontier, 
racing  a  dacoitie  there  committed  into 
rdtie,  where  a  son  of  the  local  Thakoor 
■ested  and  sentenced  to  two  years'  impriaon- 
The  disorderly  condition  of  the  district  was 
occasion  prominently  brought  to  the  notice 
erament.  Then  again,  there  also  cropped 
1,^0   viuiiipar  'e  recent  case  of  "  two 

Naiks  "  tortured  in  Meywar,  not  without  provoca- 
tion it  should  seem,  but  under  circumstances  which 
led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  existing  Meywar 
Regency  Council  and  to  a  proclamation  by  the 
Government  of  India,  publicly  impugning  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  Odeypore  (Meywir,)  the  parties 
concerned  vnquestionahly  belonging  to  the  same  Sheka- 
wdtie  broflterhood,  although  temporarily  settled  in  a 
village  within  Meywiir,  the  headmen  of  which 
paid  them  for  immunity  from  their  ravages,  while 
they  (those  two  Naiks,)  were  secretly  themselves  the 
leaders  of  the  daeoits  who  plundered  in  all  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  etc.  Had  Sir  Henry  Lawrence's 
proposal,  before  noticed  (p.  309,  vol.  ii,,)  to  appoint 
a  British  officer  for  a  period  of  eight  or  ten  years 
in  Shekawjitie  to  restore  it  to  order,  as  Forster  so 
vigorously  had  done,  been  conceded  at  the  time  by 
the  Government  of  India,  or  that  excellent  officer 
not  been  transferred  so  inopportunely  to  Oudh,  the 
territory  would  not  probably  have  so  miserably 
fallen  away  as  it  has.* 

'  P.S. — I  had  heard  it  rnmoiired,  wliile  at  home  on  a  very  short 
Sir  Jamsi  furlough  just  Ijefore  this  tranfftr  was  cjinicJ  otit  (1856,)  that  it 
OuiTftm.    was  probable  that  Sir  James  Outram,  also  then  in  England,  would 
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We  had  a  party  at  dinner  at  evening.     One  of  Personal, 
our  guests,  a  lady,  fainted  at  table. 

not  return  to  his  post  of  Chief  Commissioner  for  Oudh,  the  reason 
given  for  it  being  that  he  was  not  considered  an  able  enough  admin- 
istrator, and  1  here  refer  to  the  incident  as  it  was  related  by  me  in 
the  Memoir  already  cited  {vide  footnote,  ante,  p.  183)  of  Outram's 
career,  and  published  in  a  local  paper  on  the  morning  of  the 
inauguration  of  the  fine  equestrian  statue  erected  to  his  honour  on 
the  Calcutta  Maiddn,  It  ran  as  follows  : — "  .  .  .  Next,  tilling  in 
succession  the  posts  of  Resident  at  Sattarah  and  at  Baroda,  he  was, 
alter  return  from  a  sick  furlough,  called  up  by  the  Marquis  of  Dal- 
housie,  to  the  high  office  of  Resident  at  Lucknow,  where,  soon  after, 
under  that  distinguished  nobleman's  direct  instructions,  he  carried 
out  the  annexation  of  Oudh ;  his  remarkable  arrangements  for 
accomplishing  which,  without  conflict,  are  a  matter  of  history. 
And  now  sickness  a  second  time  compelled  him  to  go  home. 
Bowed  down  by  bodily  pain,  the  Qerman  baths  and  waters  but 
scarcely  benefiting  him,  we  well  remember  his  summons  to  attend 
at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Control,  and  how  the 
glad  tidings  affected  him,  that  *  it  had  pleased  Her  Majesty  to 
accede  to  the  recommendation  of  the  selection  of  himself  to  be 
Plenipotentiary  and  to  the  chief  command  of  the  expedition  to 
Persia.'  We  remember  Lord  Lyveden,  then  plain  Mr.  Vernon 
Smith  (then  at  the  head  of  the  Board,)  describing  how  *  the  old 
soldier's  eyes  lit  up  on  receiving  the  announcement.'  To  Persia 
he  went,  and  *  BHrdzjun,*  *  Koosh&b,'  *  Mohamra,'  *  Ahwdz '  were 
added  to  his  distinctions.  But  the  time  was  now  at  hand  when 
his  greatest  energies  were  to  be  called  forth.  Stunned  by  the 
intelligence  received  by  us  at  Bagdad,  of  the  awful  events  at 
Meerut  and  Delhi,  he  at  once  pointed  out  the  gravity  of  the  occa- 
sion to  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  his  express  as  to  which,  via 
Trebizontl  and  Constantinople,  happened  to  be  the  earliest  infor- 
mation they  had  received  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Mutiny,  and 
recommended  that  every  oflBcer  of  the  Indian  Government  at  home, 
whether  civilian  or  military,  be  forthwith  ordered  out  to  his  post 
— a  counsel  which  was  at  once  followed — and  then,  bending  his 
powerful  mind  to  grasp  the  magnitude  of  the  occasion  and  how 
best  to  grapple  with  it,  he  hurried  to  Bombay.  His  place  at 
Lurknow  had  meanwhile  been  filled  up  by  the  appointment  to  it  of 
i>\r  Henry  Ijiicrence,  to  whose  post  of  Agent  Govemor-Greneral  in 
Bajpoofanahj  Outram  tras  gazetted  in  exchange.  The  measure 
sorely  chagrined  him,  but  his  reply  to  the  Governor-General,  Lord 
Canning,  who  had  ordered  it,  written  from  Persia,  was  an  instance 
of  that  obedient  but  manly  meekness  which  should  be  the  example 

I  2 
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September. — Am  unpleaaantly  informed  to- 
the  doctor,  after  a  thorough  hauling'  over, 
am  in  "  enfeebled"  health,  and  should  go 
I  do  not  mjself  feel  it,  but  I  have  been 
me  years  in  India,  with  only  one  intervening 

rue-hearted  soldier:  'My  lord,'  wrote  he,  'I  go  with 
'berovei  mv  seivicea  Ghould  be  consiilcred  hy  your  lont- 
9  of  Her  Mnjesty,  and  to  order 
toe  w  whivii  enouia  oe  to  uie  uuuvenience  of  the  public  service.' 
Arrived  at  Bombay,  las  turansels  were  eiigerly  songbt,  but  wLiltt 
on  his  way  to  join  Woodljiirn'K  column,  then  marcbiug  in  th-! 
directioD  of  InJore,  from  whence  more  readily  to  join  hia  new  post 
in  RajpootaDah,  a  telegram  from  borne  next  announced  that  he  bail 
been  appointed  tu  be  ttie  Militarj-  Meml'or  of  Council  at  CnJcntta, 
and  Lord  L'aoning  rejoiced  to  summon  him  up  at  once  to  his  side. 
But  his  spirit,  mourning  as  it  did  with  the  most  touching  sorrow 
at  the  sad  fulling  nwaj  of  our  hitherto  highly  tmsleil  (by  do  otie 
mote  than  by  himself,)  and  now  misguided  and  iufatnateil  nstiTe 
soldiery,  chafed,  on  the  other  hand,  at  the  idea  that  he  might  now 
only  '  stick  at  Calcutta,'  and  perhaps  not  be  called  upon  to  take 
any  part  inaueb  glorious  deeds  as  were  then  being  achieved  by 
Havelouk,  but  now  one  of  his  ou-n  Generals  in  Persia  ;  and  so  it 
was  wiih  a  heavy  heart  that  he  embarked  for  CiUfutfa,  Deten- 
tion for  a  forlnijjht  at  Galle  made  Iiim  champ  and  brood  over  what 
he  supposed  he  was  cut  oui/rom.  Uut  on  arrival  at  Calcutta  that 
July  morning,  he  leanit  that  tlie  wound  received  by  Sir  Henry 
Lawrence,  of  which  even  he  had  now  only  heard,  had  proved  faiiil 
to  that  lamented  olHcer,  and  that  the  gatrisun  of  Lvicknuw  was 
beleagured  now  almost  without  hojie  of  relief.  Out  stL-in)ed  the 
soldier  :  he  had  been  the  hiimhlv  meaux  of  annexing  Ouilh  to  tht 
British  Empire,  and  he  wi-r  rlaiiuci  to  he  alhiireil  the  hnno'ir  of  f- 
annexinij  it  '  It  was  enough  ;  Lord  C'iniiing  at  once  ni^sented.  and 
appointed  him  not  only  CInef  Commissiouet  but  lo  the  snpn>m- 
command  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  Army  serving  in  lli;it  direc- 
tion, AVe  know  how  we  all  admired  that  grand  epiwHi-  of  his 
career,  when  he  waived  the  light  to  exorcise  that  command,  and 
chose  rather  to  serve  under  Havelock  until  that  persistent  com- 
mander should  himself  eom|ilete  the  relii-t  of  Luekuow  which  he 
had  already  striven  bo  much  to  acwmpHr^h — an  abnegation,  the 
modesty  of  which  was  jusily  described  by  Lord  Clyde,  in  his  Orders 
of  the  day,  to  be  unsurpasst'd  in  anv  of  tin'  ricorjs  of  war," — 
{Taken  fmm  the  arln-l".  "  (hitram,"  h.,  C^dowl  llerre.,.  in  Ihf 
Calcutta  "  Engluhman,"  dateil  Salwlay,  2:iril  Ma-i,  If'ri.) 
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short  period  of  six  months  at  home  on  sick-leave 
eleven  years  ago  (1856,)  and  no  more  than  two 
months'  local  leave — twenty-seven  years  in  India 
too,  before  ever  going  up  to  the  hills — and  I  feel 
thankful  for  my  heartiness  hitherto.' 

Having  already  referred  now  and  again  to  the  Soma, 
custom  of  surna  or  sanctuary  in  Rajpootanah,  that 
''  dearest  privilege  of  the  races  of  these  regions  '* 
as  Tod  stated  of  it  {vide  pp.  121,  132,  140,  168, 
vol.  ii.,)  and  it  being  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
documents  just  researched  (i/'tWepp.  315-16,  vol.  ii.,) 
and,  from  the  pretensions  built  upon  the  right  of  it, 
the  custom  forming  one  of  the  chief  obstructions 
to  the  scope  of  pursuit  in  our  operations  in  Native 
territory,  I  record  here,  for  a  proper  understanding 
of  the  subject,  an  entire  passage  descriptive  of  the 
institution  taken  from  Tod^s  Eajusthan  {vol.  i.,  1829, 
)K  527,)  first  stating  my  belief,  contrary  to  common 
acceptation,  that  our  word  shrine  is  derived  from 
the  Sanscrit  term  sirn  or  sirna,  and  that  it  is 
not  identical,  although  interchangeable,  with  its 
alleged  Latin  derivative  scriniumy  however 
much  the  sanctuary  privileged  by  "  sirna,"  may 
and  has  served  to  screen  the  fugitive  seeking 
it. 

After  describing  Ndthdwdray  that  "most  cele- 
brated of  the  fanes  of  the  Hindoo  Apollo  "  (that 
is  to  say,  of  the  god  Kaniya  or  Crishna,)  as  one  of 
the  most  frequented  places  of  Hindoo  pilgrimage, 
situated  about  twenty  miles  distant  from  Odey- 

^  P.S. — I  did  not  go  home ;  aiid  then  only  finally  did  so  in  1875, 
eight  years  later. 
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le  capital  of  Meywar,  where  its  "  manr 
id  inhabitants  of  all  denominations,  reposing 
he  special  protection  of  the  god,  arc  exem\A 
lery  mortal  tribunal ; "  aud  saying  of  its 
I — shut  in  as  it  is  by  a  cluster  of  hills,  the 
undsa  nearly  bathing  their  extremest  points 
within  these  bounds  ia  situated  tbe  sima 
.i_  „,!  inal  is  free,  from  jmr»»it, 

nor  dart-  the  rod  of  justice  appear  on.  Ow.  mount,  or  the 
foot  of  thi:  pursuer  jrass  the  stream;  neither  within  it 
can  blood  be  spilt,  for  the  pastoral  Kdniya  delights 
not  in  offerings  of  this  kind,"  Tod  went  on  :  "  The 
extension  of  sanctuary  beyond  the  ^ncinage  of  the 
shrine  Tjecame  a  subject  of  much  animadversion, 
and  in  delegating  judicial  authority  over  tfae 
whole  of  tbe  villages  of  the  grant,  to  the  priests, 
the  RAnd  "  (the  title  of  the  Ruler  of  Meywar)  "  com- 
mitted the  temporal  welfare  of  his  subjects  to  a 
class  of  men  not  apt  to  be  lenient  in  the  collection 
of  their  dues,  which  not  infrequently  led  to  blood- 
shed. In  alienating  in  this  way  the  other  royiilties, 
he  was  censured  even  by  the  zealots.  Yet  how- 
ever important  such  concessions,  they  were  of 
subordinate  value  to  the  Hi/htu  of  saiictiianj,  which 
tcere  exteiuled  to  the  ichole  of  the  toinis  in  the  grant, 
therehij  muttiplying  (he  plaees  of  refuge  for  crime, 
already  too  numerous.  In  alt  ages  and  countries 
the  rights  of  sanctuary  have  been  admitted,  and 
however  they  may  be  abused,  their  institution 
sprang    from    humane    motives,*     To    check    the 

'  I'.S. — A[ight  we  not  take  the  time-honourod  custom  of  fuma 
or  sanctuary,  to  be  ]Hjintctl  to  in  ihu   pasi^ge  of  Isaiuii,  ch.  iv., 
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impulse  of  revenge  and  to  shelter  the  weak  from 
oppression,  are  noble  objects,  and  the  surest  test 
of  a  nation's  independence,  is  the  extent  to  which 
they  are  carried.  From  the  remotest  times  sirna 
has  been  the  most  valued  privilege  of  the  Raj- 
poots, the  lowest  of  whom  deems  his  house  a 
refuge  against  the  most  powerful.  But  we  merely 
propose  to  discuss  the  sanctuary  of  holy  places, 
and  more  immediately  that  of  the  shrine  of 
Kdniya.  When  Moses,  after  the  Exodus,  made  a 
division  of  the  lands  of  Canaan  amongst  the 
Israelites,  and  appointed  *  six  cities  to  be  the  refuge 
of  him  who  had  slain  unwittingly,  from  the 
avenger  of  blood'  {Numbers^  ch.  xxv.^  v.  11,  ] 2,)  Leritioai 
the  intention  was,  not  to  afford  facilities  for  the 
eluding  justice,  but  to  check  the  hasty  impulse  of  ^^*^J®*'*- 
revenge  ;  for  the  slayer  was  not  to  be  protected, 
until  he  stood  before  the  congregation  for  judg- 
ment, or,  *  until  the  death  of  the  high-priest,'  which 
event  appears  to  have  been  considered  as  the 
termination  of  revenge  (Numbers  ch.  xxxv.y  v.  26 y  infrao- 
and  Joshua^  ch.  xx.^  v.  6.)*     The  infraction  of  poli-  sanc 


tuaij. 


verse  6 :  "  And  there  shall  be  a  tabernacle  for  a  shadow  in  the 
daytime  from  the  heat,  and  a  place  of  refuge,  and  for  a  covert  from 
siorm  and  from  rain  "  ? 

*  P.S.—'*  There  was,"  added  Tod,  "  an  ancient  law  of  Athens 
analogous  to  the  Mosaic,  by  which  he  who  had  committed 
chance-medley,  should  fly  the  country  for  a  year,  during  which  his 
relatives  made  satisfaction  to  those  of  the  deceased.  The  Greeks 
liad  asf/la  for  every  description  of  criminals,  which  could  not  be 
violated  without  infamy.  Gibbon  gives  a  memorable  instance  of 
disregard  to  the  sanctuary  of  St.  Julian,  in  Auvergne,  by  the 
soldiers  of  the  Frank  King  Theodoric,  who  divided  the  spoils  of 
the  altar,  and  made  its  priests  captives:  an  impiety  not  only 
un;5auctioned  by  the  son  of  Ciovis,  but  puniohed  by  the  death  of 
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□al  aanctuary  {sima  toorna,)  often  gives   rise. 

te  most  inveterate  feudn ;  and  its  abase  by1 

*iests   is   highly   prejudicial    to  society.     Mo 

jpointed  but  six  cities    of  refuge  to   the    wh 

evite  tribe  ;  but  tha  Rana  has  assigned  mort 

single  shrine,  than  the  entire  possessions  of  ti 

'anch  of  the  Israelites,   who  had  bat  forty4 

8,  wi  forty-six.     The  motivei 

Bhnctuary  in  Rajasthdn  may  have  been   ori^ni 

-he  **       t^if  same  as  that  of  the  divine  legislator  ;   but 

j'^no^  ^T/''i7'\7e  Anc    been  ahvged,  and   the  vwst    notitri 

tnagj.       ey'auinalM   deem  Ike.    temple   their  best  safeijuard., 

some  princes  have  been  found   hardy  enough 

violate,  though  indirectly,  the  sacred  sinin.      Z» 

Sing  of  Kutah,  a  zealot  in  all  observances  of  t 

gion,  had  the  boldness    to  draw    the    line   wl 

Bt'ltish    priestcraft    iidvrfered  with    his   police,  i 

though  he  would  not  demand  the  culprit,  or  sacr 

giously  drag  him  from  the  altar,  he   has   for 

him  tlience   by  proliibiting  the  admission  of  fc 

and   by  threatening  to  build  up  the  door  of 

temple.     It  was  thus  the  Greeks  evaded  the  la 

and  compi-'lled  the  criminal's  surrender  by  kindl 

fires  around  the  sanctuary." 

Th»pre-        Xiie  above,  with  variations    according  to   h 

Cm^omof  circumstances,  is  applicable  to  and  forms  more 

k'ss  the  practice  of  all  places  of  mirwi,  where 

established  in  Rajj)ootiiU!ili.     It   was  regardod 

lie  more  or  less  dishonourable  in  Rajpootanah 

till!  ofTeiidprs,  Ihn  restoratior.  of  thp  ipliiiiilcr,  an^l  tin;  extenait 
the  ri'jlit  i-f  >-audiionj  t<i  live  milfs  aroiiud  tin-  s.-jmk-hre  of 
holy  martyr"  {Tvd't  n<0"-lhin,  p.  yii,  >vi.  i.  1629.) 
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surrender    those    claiming    the    protection.      But 
Xative  Rulers  now  began  to  have  less  hesitation 
to  give  them  up,  perceiving  as  they  did,  that  the 
British  Government    assumed   the    right,   as   the  para- 
Paramount  Power,  to  demand  from  Native  States  p^^er 
for  trial  in  its  own  Courts,  or  in  the  established  ™*yj^^*" 
International  Courts  in  which  a  Vakeel  or  repre-  ^1*.'"!    , 

^  CriminalB 

sentative  of  the  State  concerned,  should  be  one  of  seeking 
the  assessors,  all  criminals  guilty  of  offences  within 
the  scope  of  the  jurisdiction  of  either,  sheltered  by 
Native  States.  As  the  Supreme  Power  we  were 
able  to  require  the  surrender  for  trial  of  foreign 
subjects  committing  heinous  offences  in  our  terri- 
tory, on  the  just  ground  that  they  might  rely  on 
our  justice,  but  we  felt  unable  to  act  reciprocally 
in  that  sense,  and  deliver  up  our  subjects  for.crime 
in  Native  limits,  on  the  ground  of  the  uncertainty 
how  they  would  be  tried  and  punished  there.  By 
the  arrangements  adopted,  and  the  understanding 
arrived  at,  the  sanctum  of  surna  was  thus  in  a 
measure  iw/iietratedj  although  remaining  still  in 
some  degree  an  obstacle  to  our  proceedings,  and  a 
bone  of  contention. 

[  submitted  on  this  subject  to  the  Government  Argn- 
of  India  on  a  previous  occasion  :  **  The  subordinate  ^ounds^ 
officials  and  retainers  generally  of  Native  Rulers,  cilims^ 
were  doubtlessly  in  the  habit  of  opposing  the  suc- 
cessful arrest  of  offenders,  as  were  also  the  many 
petty  chieftains,  to  whom   had   the  arrests  been 
left,  none  would  have  been  made  :  but  the  great 
Chiefs  themselves,  declared  their  readiness  to  co- 
operate cordially  with  the  British  Government  in 
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g  society  from  the  depredations  they  per- 
the  Supreme  Government    was  bent    upon 
down.     It  has  been  seen,  that  while   some 
were  interested  in  protecting  these  lawless 
thers    clung   to    the    eclat  of   having    their 
looked  upon  as  sacred  asijlums  for  all  classes 
nders.     Some  would   indeed,  bat    for  the 
I  zealous  and  watchful 
British  representatives,  have  perhaps  rejoiced  in 
any  opportunity  for  showing  to  the  flatterers  who 
surrounded  them,  that  they  were  able  to  evade  the 
duty  of  assisting  the  Paramount  Power  iu  its  great 
objects,  which  other  Chiefs,  they  might  boast,  were 
compelled  to  perform.     Hut  the  British  Govern- 
ment, in  the  exercise  of  its  high  prerogative,  could 
not  recognize  the  right  of  sanctuary  in  any  countrv, 
to  the  habitual  robber  and  assassin  whose  crimes 
should  not  be  conlined  to  the  country  in  which  they 
resided,  or  in  which  they  sought  the  asjium  ;   and 
thus,  however  much  local   officials  and   landlords 
of  every  degree,  had  converted  this  privilege  of 
asylum,  when    conceded    to    their   chiefs,    into    a 
revenue  for  themselves,  and  exerted  themselves  to 
protect  the  offenders,   with  a  view  to  present   and 
prospective  profit  and  advantage  from  so  doing, 
and  would  never  arrest,  or  assist  in  arresting  them, 
if  they  could    possibly   avoid  it,"  which  unfortu- 
nately, is  still  their  ruling  conduct,  "the  principal 
Chiefs  themselves  were  fully  alive  to  the  necessity 
for  an  acquiescence,  or  the  semblance  of  it,  with 
the  aims  of    the   Suzerain  Power  for   reclaimin<' 
from  every  State  (/te  didiirhen  of  the  common  ueal,'* 
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{paras.  36  and  37  of  Colonel  Hervey^s  Bepoi't^  No. 
247 y  dated  2Ut  April  1864.) 

A  good  deal  of  opposition  had  been  experienced  Opposi- 
in  these  regards,  more  especially  from  the  Jodhpore  oar  Pro- 
liuler.     Our  special  officer  in  that  territory  {Mar-  on^the^' 
wdr^)  was  strenuously  opposed  by  the  chief  of  the  ^^^e  w- 
period,    by   his    Thakoors,    and   by   all  the   local  ▼ji^gea 
officers  :  "  The  Maharajah  persistently  declined  *'  tnary. 
(almost  to  the  verge  of  war  being  declared  against 
him)  "to  apprehend  or  assist  in  the  apprehension 
of  thugs  in  his  territory,  on  the  plea  that  Marwar 
was  always  exempted  {vide  ante^  pp.  315-16,)  from 
giving  up  any  criminals  who  should  take  refuge  in 
it,  or  should  avail  themselves  of  the  sum  or  sanc- 
tuary, this  and  other  States  had  immemorially  and 
inviolably  afforded  to  fugitives,  whatever  the  nature 
of  their  crime.     But  by  the  pressure  put  on,  and  the 
firm  attitude  of  the  Government  of  India,  matters 
were  brought  eventually  to  a  satisfactory  issue,  the 
Maharajah's  *  direct   co-operation '  was  attained, 
and  a  treaty  securing  a  barrier  against  the  preda- 
tory system  and  acknowledgment  of  British  supre- 
macy y  entered  into  ;  while  in  regard  to  Oodeypore,  the 
next  most  powerful  State,  in  which  the  measures 
of  suppression  had  also  met  with  opposition,  every 
endeavour  to  that  end  had  proved  ineffectual,  and 
every  effort  been  made  by  the  Ruler  to  preserve  for 
the  territory  all  the  privileges  of  sanctuary,  the  same 
judicious  attitude  was  attended  with  the  like  bene- 
ficial results,  lukewarm  although  the  affected  *  co- 
operation '  was :  *  several  kmclndmahs '  (promissory 
engagements)  *were  negotiated  at  different  periods 
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\  this   cbieftain  and   the  many    Feudatory 
Choonddtrut'i  avd  Stil-fdu-uts,)  of  whom  hia 
as  composed,  in  all  of  which  it  was  more 
attpuliited  and    agreed    to    by    thcui    that 
B8  shtmlil  not  be  permitted  wittin  their  re- 
!   estates ;    thieves    and   dacoits,    home    or 
,  of  whom  a  list  was  enumerated,  should  not 
'be  given  up,  with  the 
plunder   found    upon    them,    to    the    Government 
which  reclaimed  them  ;  surna  or  saiu-tunnj  irag  not 
to  he  e^tnuh'd  to  murderers,  daeoitu,  and  trailori< ;  tra- 
vellers and  traders  were  to  be  protected  ;  plunderers 
seized  and  given  up ;    receivers  of   stolen  goods, 
aiders  and  abettors  of  robbers,  held  as  guilty  as 
the    robbers    themselves ;    each    fief    was    to    be 
answerable,  under  certain  conditions,  for  property 
plundered  within  it,  and  each  chief  answerable  for 
the  protection  of  British  duLt  and  hau^jhies  (mails 
and  parcel   posts,)   and  to    nnike  good  all    losses 
occasioned    by    plunderers "  ^   (ride   Jodltpore    and 
Oodeijpore  in  Cuhnid  Hercei/s  Jicport  on  the  CoiijJi-f 
of  Laws,  -Vu.  19it,  dated  2\sf  Apr'd,  IStiti.) 

The  above  was  the  burden  of  tlie  several  treaties 

with  otlicr  Native  States  also,  aud  it   seemed  to 

secure  plain  sailing,  but  it  required  careful  niani- 

'  (tuhition,  so  to  call  a  guarded  course,  to  steer  clear 

through  the  many  crooked  ways    of   the    several 

'  I'.S.— It  will  I*  in  rocoUoction  tliat  on  tlie  wliole  my  own 
conU'Ulioii  wad  o^ipusfil  to  ihis  ruling  in  tlic  inatiT  of  com[>fU!!,(- 
tikin  for  roljlK.'rii;:j  of  the  [lubiic  mails,  on  ilii'  i;iiiii[ul  of  il-^  siivour- 
iTig  too  much  of  an  Uka^  (ri-le  lip.  13J  in  1^7,  10-',  248,  318. 
3.t-',  vol.  i.,  and  43,  -14,  45,  footiioie  V;  9(i  to  0'.>,  i4J  to  liili, 
anU  fooluute  p.  244,  vol.  ii.) 
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Durbars,  and  to  tone  down  asperities.  But  in 
regard  to  sanctuary  particularly,  a  special  Surna, 
treaty  cleared  the  way :  *'  Sitrna  or  sanctuary, 
except  for  murder,  dacoltiey  or  treason,  will  continue 
with  those  who  have  hitherto  held  it"  {Article  xvi. 
of  Treaty  with  Oodeypore.)  I  have  enough  now  to 
go  upon  by  which  to  work  out  my  projected  Report 
on  Shekawdtie. 

At  a  dinner  this  evening  at  the  Club,  given  by  Personal. 
Mr.  John  Dalrymple,  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service, 
a  younger  brother  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  with 
whom  I  was  at  Johnstone's  School  at  Hampstead 
(p.  266.)  I  was  fortunate  in  being  seated  next  to 
Colonel  Donald    Stewart,   the  Deputy  Adiutant-  Colonel 

/-I  1  1  T  1  ^  11      -I  Donald 

(jreneral  at  head-quarters  up  here.  We  talked  on  Stewart, 
various  subjects — of  my  old  Commanding  OflBcer 
and  friend,  Fred  Curtis,  and  his  removal  from  the  p^.^^ 
command  of  the  21st  Hussars  on  the  recom-  Oortia. 
mendation  of  Lord  Paget,  which  he  of  course 
defended,  and  I  regretted  as  a  very  arbitrary  act  to- 
wards a  most  zealous  old  oflBcer,in  admission  in  some 
sort  of  which,  that  is  of  its  afterwards  being  looked 
upon  to  have  been  so.  His  Royal  Highness  offered 
him,  I  told  Stewart,  an  appointment  in  India  in 
the  Adjutant-General's  Department,  but  Avhich,  I 
added,  Curtis  declined  {vide  ante,  pp.  135,  295  ;)  we 
talked  also  of  the  composition  of  the  Bombay 
Native  Infantry  as  compared  with  Sikh  and 
Punjab  regiments  ;  of  the  cholera-attacked  103rd 
Fusiliers,  to  which  Hugh  belongs,  and  its  late 
march  five  miles  out  of  its  cantonments  at  Morar 
under  operation  of  the  new  "  cholera  camp  rules," 


1  whicli   march   several   fatal    cases  had   ta| 

lace — who  was  to  blame  ?     And  chiefly    of   i 

ipedition    to  Abyssinia,  now    under   the    din 

reparation   at  Bombay,    a    subject    Stewart    t 

ood    reason    to   be    interested    in,  he  being    l 

oramander  elect  of  the  Bengal  column  told  o0 

)in  it,  an  arrangement  which,  with  all  his  own  I 

ma..  ^  i-eiii^ci  well  knew  to  be  purpoi 

{vide    ante,   pp.    269,  270,    272;)  also  of    Geoi 

Malcolm,  Petrie,  Merewether,  and  others  of  Ba 

bay,  about  to  take  important  places  in  the  ca 

paign.    Shrewd,  well-informed,  and  accomplish 

and  a  gallant  soldier,  Stewart  will,  with   his  c 

tingent  of  Bengal  troops,  be  a  valuable  acqaisife 

to  the  told-ofF  forces — not  that  Bomhay-wdUahs  ^ 

much  like  to  be  thus  supplemented  "by  outsiden 

12'/i     Si-plt'mhi:r. — While     occupied    in    my    r 

garden  to-day,  I  observed  a  stranger  labouring 

the   steep    ascent   leading    to    our   grounds,    w 

much  heated  by  the  exertion,  for  the  sun  was  1 

and  he  of  full  body,  presently  crossed  over  to  i 

and  with  much  agitation  said,  to  my  great  surpri 

he  had  come  to  me  by  the  ad\'ice  of  "  Buks! 

Hamilton"  (Colonel  Hamilton,  the  military  Pi 

master   of    the    Presidency,    being    so    familia 

alluded  to,  a  good  fellow  and  a  favourite,  up  hi 

on  leave,  but  with   whom   I   was    not  persona 

acquainted,)  "  as  the  only  man  "  who  could  hi 

him  out  of  his  calamity :  "  I  pray  you,  sir,    h 

me  for  my  poor  wife's  .sake  and  child's."     I  bon 

kindly,  led  him  up  to  my  study,  and  there  the  p( 

man  recounted  to  me  how  his  further  services  fa 
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been  summarily  dispensed  with,  and  himself  "  re- 
tired "  upon  a  pittance — "  oh  !  so  unjustly — so 
harshly — what  was  he  to  do — how  live?"  His 
only  fault  was,  he  declared,  that  he  was  a  deaf 
man,  and  had  given  an  opinion  while  sitting  on  a 
court-martial,  and  after  it  had  declared,  "  he  had 
not  heard  a  word  of  the  proceedings  " !  He  spoke 
with  great  warmth,  but  very  grievingly.  Much 
myself  distressed  by  the  manner  he  told  his  tale,  I 
bid  him  go  home,  send  me  every  paper  in  the  case, 
and  a  full  and  confidential  narrative  of  the  entire 
transaction,  "holding  back  nothing,"  and  that  if 
I  could  from  them  see  my  way  to  it,  I  would  try  to 
draw  up  an  appeal  for  him  to  write  out  and  send  in. 

In  a  case  of  dacoitie  of  occurrence  a  few  nights  Bobbery 
ago  at  CoMi'y   in   Mysore   territory,   but   without  Mjaoro. 
booty,  a  man  of  the  house  attacked  was  killed,  and 
another   wounded.      Several    arrests   have   taken 
place.^ 

Another  native  holiday  to-day,  so  after  disposing 
of  the  day's  post,  and  there  being  a  great  cricket 
match  down  in  Anandale,  in  which  Hugh  played, 
I  went  to  see  it,  walking  down  to  the  ground  by 
the  steep  and  winding,  now  footpaths,  now  a  bit 
of  made  road,  and  now  mere  crooked  stony  tracks 
and  precipitous,  leading  under  the  penddlls  or  lines 
of  the  Ghoorhas  on  detachment  duty  here,  situated 
hard  by  the  local  jail  perched  on  an  eminence 
overlooking  the  vale. 

'  P.S. — Some  of  these  prisoners  were  subsequently  convicted, 
the  result  of  local  police  action ;  but  whether  belonging  to  the 
professional  classes  or  not,  was  not  communicated. 


336 


Sartie  Raords  of  Critne, 


•  Under 


k 


\Zih  September. — The  Government  buUook  l( 
train  had  on  two  recent  occasions  been  pland 
(January  and  April,)  on  the  high  road  to  Bou 
passing  through  Western  Malwah  {vide  attfe,  p 
and  note,  p.  15.)  From  the  local  inquiries  ma 
connection  with  a  previous  similar  occurrenc 
the  same  ncighbonrhood  about  two  years  prevu 
(iiidc  p.  I  5,)  curtain  local  parties  were  arresl 
of  whom  one,  namml  Williii/vt  flooifscii,  prof< 
to  know  about  them,  and  "confessed"  to  his 
participation  in  that  previous  affair,  and  tl 
upon  certain  of  the  declared  perpetrators  ■ 
locally  tried  and  even  convicted  of  it.  On 
papers  being  sent  to  my  office,  I  perceived 
the  "  confessions  "  contained  only  the  patent 
locally  well-known  outside  facts  of  the  partic 
act  of  plunder  referred  to,  and  nothing  of  the  ii 
details,  and  as  wo  kuew,  from  our  possessing  t 
secret  details,  as  had  been  communicated  to  v 
accomjilices  arrested  for  intermediate  dacoiti 
distant  Jubbulpore  district  while  hurrpn^  8 
from  it  with  plunder  through  the  neighbou 
district  of  Saugor,  that  the  real  perpetrators  ' 
far-off-residing  Mri'Tia-i,  and  not  any  local  pa 
such  as  had  been  taken  into  custody  as  abo'' 
wrote  to-day  to  Thompson,  my  Assistant  jit  In 
(who  had  announced  that  the  unconvicted  poi 
of  those  locally  arrested  persons  wtTO  about  t 
transferred  to  his  office,  together  with  the  al 
"  cunfessiug  "  individual,  for  further  inquiry,)  i 
muuicating  not  only  my  distrust,  but  tluit  T  vie 
with    suspicion    the  zeal    of    amateur    lietecti' 
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"  The  transfer  to  you  of  these  men,  will  give  you 
a  good  opportunity  for  unravelling  the  whole 
matter ;  for  if  it  is  true  that  Meenas  were  the 
perpetrators,  how  could  WUldyut  Hoossen  and  his 
lot  have  had  any  part  in  it?'*  ® 

®  P.S. — On  the  transfer  of  this  man  to  us  with  the  prisoners 
locally  arrested  at  his  instance,  against  whom  he  was  to  he  a 
witness  of  their  complicity,  he  recanted,  that  is,  withdrew  his 
confessions  and  all  part  in  any  of  the  dacoities.  The  prisoners 
were  consequently  set  at  liberty,  as  were  those  also,  I  believe,  who  . 

had  been  convicted  upon  his  evidence.  I  would  here  add  something  emoloy^ 
on  the  danger  of  acting  upon  the  information  of  amateur  detec-  jng 
tives,  and  indeed  of  employing  them  at  all ;  and  I  select  for  the  Amateur 
purpose  what  I  reported  on  the  subject  to  Government  at  a  sub-  Deteo- 
sequent  date.  The  case  happened  in  Cruzerat,  where  an  officer,  "^®"* 
who  was  also  the  local  police  magistrate,  acted  as  an  Assistant  to 
the  General  Superintendent  in  my  predecessor.  Sir  William 
Sleeman's  time :  *'  Under  an  impression,  on  his  part,  that  his  men 
might  be  advantageously  employed  in  working  out  a  special  case 
of  crime  of  then  only  recent  occurrence  (but  of  which  they 
personally  knew  nothing,)  and  they  heing  put  upon  the  duty, 
they  thought  to  mix  themselves  up  with  the  city  police  of  Ahmed- 
abad,  and  upon  their  evidence  some  men  were  arrested  and 
committed  for  trial.  The  intelligent  judicial  officer  who  tried 
the  case  unravelled  the  conspiracy  to  ruin  innocent  persons,  and 
he  set  them  at  liberty : — *  The  accused  owed  their  deliverance 
entirely  to  the  care  bestowed  on  the  case  hy  the  trying  authority ; 
but,  supposing  it  to  have  been  otherwise,  what  stand  could 
unsupported  innocence  have  made  against  a  body  of  compact  and 
disciplined  perjurers  so  perfect  in  the  strategy  of  lies?'  This 
was  what  was  said  on  the  occasion.  It  was  further  experienced 
that  when  so  occasionally  set  to  detect  crime  in  which  they  had 
not  themselves  really  taken  any  part,  arresting  parties  abused 
their  authority,  and  neglected  the  pursuit  of  the  real  offenders  in 
order  to  search  for  property.  An  instance  of  this  kind  happened 
to  myself.  Desirous  to  push  research  into  some  recent  robberies, 
and  captivated  by  the  seeming  correctness  of  my  information,  I 
even  hazarded  a  request  to  the  local  magistrate  to  have  the  houses 
searched  of  certam  Meenas  dwelling  at  Shajdnpoor.  Nothing 
was,  of  course,  founds  and  I  merely  adduce  the  circumstance  to 
show  how  ready  the  temptation  is,  even  to  the  cautious,  to  cateh 
at  such  information  in  inquiries  into  crime  which  has  suddenly 
been  committed,  and  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  very  close  and 
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lay  being  tho  birthday  of  our  twins,  we  hml 
y  of  frionda  to  dinner   at  evening.      BolU 
are  getting  on  now,  and  must  soon  go  to 
irst. — Hugh  was  afterwards  tempted  to  the 
)ttery  at    the  Assembly  Booms,    but    came 
mpty-handed. 
September. — Yet  another  native  holiday — 
unt  of  the  eclipse  of  the 
moon.     For  on  such  occurrences,  whether  the  diij 
to  be  observed  be  an  eed  or  a  teohdr,  that  is,  to 
be    kept    by    Alabomedan    or    Hindoo,    or  for  the 
matter  of  that  by  Christians  also,  Eurasian  office 
employes  being  mostly  of  that  faith,  all  look  upon 
the  occasion  as  reciprocal  and  mutually  to  be  en- 
joyed,  and  leave  for  the  day  is  expected  accord- 
ingly.    For  in  point  of  fact  the  work  of  an  office 
Bnch  aa  mine,  is  of  so  intermixed  a  nature,  requir- 
ing all  the  members  composing  it  to  be  in  articula- 
tion with  each  other,  that  it  is  liable  to  halt,  and 
does  not  run  smoothly  on,  if  all  engaged  in  it  are 
not  together  present  to  carry  it  on  and  be  at  hand 
to  reply  to  the  constantly  recurring  references  to 

organized  ejstem  pursued  by  these  robbers,  who  take  so  much 
csri',  as  I  have  before  observi^,  to  prevent  their  pluinlet  beiiij 
Col™nol  'sadily  discovered.  It  is  an  examjile,  innreover,  of  the  advaniagi;, 
]Ier»ey'«  in  researches  into  class  crime,  of  the  "iiifpr  course  of  looking  after 
B*poit  crime  of  which  information  has  been  recoriled  by  accomplice?, 
in  the  pygf  that  of  employing  'informers'  in  vam  searches  in  c;ises  in 
Dowtrt"  which  they  were  not,  or  declared  they  were  not,  implicated  (r.  pp. 
meat.  '  ^■'i,  134,  vol.ii.).  For  I  would  show  by  it,th;it  it  is  preferable  in 
{Bobieot,  operations,  against  professional  criminal  ehuiscs  at  any  rate,  U 
"  Inform-  proceed  against  them  systematically  for  preri'iun  offences  of  which 
gal' _^  there  is  florae  knowledge,  than  for  new  cases  of  which  there  i= 
Jol'y,  none  that  is  rehable,  leaving  it  to  the  proce.ss  of  that  steadier  and 

1871.  Burer  course  for  the  development  of  the  new  cases  themselves."* 
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each.     This  indulgence  of  allowing  an  occurring  ^^®  g^^. 
holiday   to  be  a  general  one,  thus  in  a  manner  Roc^- 

\  1  1  renoe  of 

necessitated,  becomes,  however,  too  much  a  prac-  Native 

.       .       •  Holy 

tice,  and  so  grows  into  a  prejudice  of  so  marked  a  Days  and 
tendency  in  the  minds  of  the  mixed  employes,  venienoe." 
that  the  Burra  Sahib  or  head  of  an  ofl&ce,  is  re- 
garded askance  or  with  backward  eyes  if  he 
should  disagreeably  interfere  with  the  usual  course 
of  the  occasion.  This  should  be  remedied  by  some 
arrangement  common  to  every  public  office.  It 
would,*moreover,  greatly  relieve  merchant  and  other 
private  European  offices  to  do  so,  for  these  follow 
suit  with  governmental  example  {vide  p.  10,  vol.  ii.) 

Properly,  there  should  be  no  holiday  or  attend- 
ance from  office  excused  to-day,  for  the  present 
Griihun  or  eclipse,  does  not  take  place  till  to-night^ 
and  the  Hindoo  religious  requirement  is,  to  bathe 
(in  some  holy  stream  if  sufficiently  propinquate,) 
after  the  occultation  is  over;  but  this  objection  to 
granting  the  leave  all  the  same,  is  not  generally 
pressed,  obvious  though  the  fiction  of  its  neces- 
sity is. 

The    myth  of  the  eclipse,  among  Hindoos,  is,  Sndoo 
th  at  Vishnu  their  preserving  deity,  inconsistently  it  ^^  *• 
should  seem,  cut  off  Rahoo's  head,  the  said  £ahoo  Eoiipaea, 
(the  ascending  node,)  being  one  of  the  Daityuns  or  the  Lunar 
Titans  of  their  mythology,  thus  separating  it  from  partiou- 
Khetoo  or  the  dragon's  tail,  which  is  the  descending  ^^^' 
node.     Thus  separated,  Bdhoo  the  evil  spirit  or 
dragon's  head,  and  Khetoo  the  dragon's  tail,  were 
translated  to  the  Stella  or  planets,  as  the  eighth  and 
the  ninth  rdsee  or  signs  of  the  zodiac  {rds-chUkrj) 

z  2 
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sians  and  the  Magi  limiting  their  aygtem  to 
ind  thus  became  the  authors  of  eclipses ! 
lunar  pclipse,  Ediwo  or  some  other  fancied 
r,  13  supposed  to  have  carried  off  and  to  be 
Khetoo,  the  dragon's  tail,  in  its  mouth, 
p  in  the  ndc-shUtra  or  mansion  of  the  tnooQ, 
beins  necessary  for  mundane  welfare,  that 
..»  snoiua  De  made  ;o  its  pernicious  hold  of 

it,  it  is  ardeutly  and  loudly  shouted  to  and  hooted 
at  by  a  vast  concourse  of  (ihers  or  low-caste  men, 
said  to  be  assembled  at  and  shadowing-  the  gate 
thereof,  to  forego  it  ;  and  for  this  reason  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  Hindoos  to  call  out  Ckor-deo — Chor-deo 
("  Let  go  " — "  Let  go  I  *')  as  long  as  the  eclipse  lasts, 
the  shadow  of  the  supposed  assembled  moltitade 
creating,  in  their  belief,  the  visibleocoultation  of  the 
orb — its  passing  away,  the  manifest  meUin/j  airay  of 
the  croicil  on  the  supposed  successful  result  of  its 
vociferations  and  prayer  !  It  is  after  this  fancievl 
effect  has  been  "  accomplished,"  that  the  religion- 
ists bathe,  put  on  clean  apparel,  anoint  themselves 
afresh  with  their  several  distinctive  marks  on  fore- 
head, breasts  and  arms — and  feed.  The  connec- 
tion of  this  fantastic  notion  with  astronomical 
evidence,  will  be  perceived.^ 

'  P.S, — Maurice  nays  of  this  supposition  as  a  secorniarv  cause. 
that  it  "  proves  neither  bad  theolopy  nor  iiespicaUe  philosophj-  !o 
exist  in  Hindostan."  H«  added  of  the  ZJe^wje,  for  example,  th^l 
Brahmin  astronomers  indicated  in  mapping  out  the  fimiameDt. 
that  "some  dreadful  position  of  the  planetary  orbs,  often  repri'- 
eent«d  in  Sansurit  writings  as  personified  detrlali*  or  divinities, 
occasioned  the  grand  convulsion ;  or  that  some  fatal  rc/ijifc,  which 
ever  happens  near  that  region  of  the  heaven  wheic  their  fancies 
have  fixed  their  imaginBTy  dragon  "(that  "  visionary  dragon  formed 
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Hugh  preparing  to  hurry  down  to  rejoin  his^®"®°*^- 
regiment  at  Morar,  his  leave  being  up  on  the  20th. 
He  will  not  take  jblu  extension  on  sick  certificate 
which  the  doctor  is  ready  to  grant  him,  because  of 
the  restriction  on  his  liberty  up  here  such  leave 
would  impose  I  He  had  mounts  in  some  of  the 
races  at  Anandale  to-day,  and  came  up  at  evening 
very  exhausted. — I  took  a  moonlight  walk  through 
the  woody  glen  below  our  house  after  dinner; 
and  although  Lukhur-pukkurs  are  not  supposed 
to  attack  human  beings,  I  should  not  have 
cared  to  meet  one  in  the  awfully  solitary  path- 
ways. 

\bth  September^  Sunday. — Bishop  Milman  ("  Cal-  Bigbop 
cutta,'*)  preached  the  sermon  to-day.     There  is  a  ^^^ 
fascination  about  this  worthily  esteemed  Prelate  late  Dr. 
one   has   to   beat   about   to  describe.     Quaint  in 
aspect,    "little  of  stature,"  and  a  comicality  in 

by  the  course  of  the  moon  near  the  ecliptic,")  **  portended  and 
accompanied  it."  He  showed  further,  that  as,  according  to  the 
above  Hindoo  relation,  "a  devouring  fire  as  well  as  a  tempestuous 
ocean  contributed  to  that  general  devastation,"  the  hypothesis 
conformed  in  some  degree,  and  was  reconcileable  with  the  modern 
notions  of  Whiston,  Whitehurst  and  Watson,  the  one  "that  a 
comet  passed  at  that  remote  era  near  the  orbit  of  the  earth  and 
caused  the  inundation,"  and  the  others,  *'  that  fire  bursting  from 
the  internal  regions  of  the  earth,  greatly  contributed  to  bring  on 
the  dreadful  catastrophe." — Thus  there  is  something  to  be  gathered 
from  the  Hindoo  myth  of  the  eclipses  !  We  are  taught  that  the 
tides  are  influenced  by  the  moon,  that  certain  very  high  tides  are 
attended  with  inundations,  of  which  the  well-known  Bores  or  ex- 
ceptional tidal  waves  at  Calcutta  and  other  places  are  examples, 
and  that  such  floods  generally  occur  at  the  periods  of  those  occuU 
tations.  There  is  some  reason  then,  it  seems,  for  the  Hindoo 
world  to  desire  under  such  persuasions,  that  the  supposed  evil 
influence  should  pass  away!  {Indian  Antiquities^  vol.  r.  pp. 
274-275.) 
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ance  joined  to  a  look  of  Beriotis  eamestaoss 

Hould  pronounce  droll  or  serio-comic,  he  is 

most  engaging  to  his  hearers  and  to  those 

ive   the    privilege    of   his  society — a  very 

charact-er    indeed,    and    without    guile. 

occasion   gives  me  an  opportunity  for  here 

the    stanzas   written    by    an    old    Rugby 

^upu    ur    Bishop    Milman's    but     now     excellent 

predecesBor  in  the  same  See,  the  late  lamented 

Dr.  Cotton.     They  hare  only  just  been  perceived 

by  me : 


'  A  sound  of  a  etirgmg  flood ! 

He  thoagfat  to  step  on  the  strand  : 
That  wave  was  the  Angel  of  Death, 
That  shore  Uie  etern&l  land. 

Tea,  b  J  the  doom  of  God, 
On  the  Indian  sande  no  more  : 

But  by  the  grace  of  God. 
On  Heaven's  blissful  shore  ! 

'  Death  '  ivc  call  it  anil  weeji: 
Not  so  those  Hosts  on  hi^li, 

'  Translation '  to  dwel!  ivith  God, 
With  Cod  everlastingly  ! 

Wo  know  it  and  yet  we  weep. 
We  who  are  pilf;rinis  still : 

Wi'tp,  forgive  us,  Loni ! 
For  the  void  wc  cannot  fill." 


The  writer  of  these  lines  was,  however,  I  think,  iii 
error  in  saying  that  the  Bishop  whose  awfullv  tra- 
gical end  he  so  touchingly  describes,  was  steppiiiir 
on  io  the  shore  when  he  fell  into  the  tumultuouslv 
rushing  river  where  the  steamer  he  had  come  in 
was  moored.    For  he  had  that  afternoon  (anded  irom 
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it  at  that  point,  for  the  special  purpose  of  conse- 
crating a  small  cemetery  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
was  in  the  act  of  returning  to  the  vessel  after  per- 
forming that  ceremony,  when  in  the  uncertain 
light  of  nightfall,  he  suddenly  disaj^pearedy  truly 
///  (junjite  vasto,  no  one  seeing  him  fall,  as  he  was 
stepping  across  the  plank  laid  to  the  boat  from 
the  shore,  and  was  carried  away  in  the  fearful 
rush  and  whirl  of  the  mighty  river,  and  seen  no 
more — not  even  a  trace  of  him  found  I 

Dr.  Duka,  the  Station  Surgeon,  was  sent  for  to 
see  Hugh.  He  says  he  may  not  go  down  the  hill 
as  the  lad  had  intended  to  do  to-day. 

1()///  Sepfemher. — The  doctor  this  morning  said  ^®"°^*^' 
Hugh  *'  must  act  in  regard  to  his  health  as  a  man 
with  a  small  capital — not  trench  too  much  upon  it, 
or  he  would  become  bankrupt.'*  The  sick  boy 
was  fed  to-day  on  Salap  Misree^  that  j:>anarea  in  ^^wee. 
many  instances  within  our  own  knowledge,  in  all 
cases  of  emaciation  and  debility,  and  I  must  here 
notice  ho^o  to  prepare  it.  The  root  as  dried  for 
sale,  should  have  a  transparent  appearance  withal 
its  usual  cloudiness,  and  be  very  hard  to  convert 
into  powder.  The  best  and  most  nutritious  sort 
is  imported  from  Persia,  but  a  very  excellent  kind 
is  brought  down  from  above  the  Passes,  strung 
freiierally  as  it  is  round  the  necks  of  camels  where- 
by to  avoid  transit  dues.  The  former  sort  has  a 
wrinkled  appearance  and  is  of  a  small  oval  shape ; 
the  latter  is  denominated  the  punji,  from  re- 
sembling a  splay  five-toed  sort  of  thing;  an  in- 
ferior and  larger  bulb  being  brought  down  from 
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gherry  Hills.  The  dry  root  must  be  very 
iiy  triturated,  and  even  then  be  sifted 
1  muslin,  BO  as  to  produce  the  finest  im- 
e  powder.  Thus  reduced,  the  flour  obtained 
be  kept  in  a  small  glass  8toppered  bottle — 
very  little  at  a  time,  for  it  8oon  becomes  rank, 
-  otlerwiae  it  should  have  a  pleasant  soft  odour. 
A  teaspoonfal  of  this  meal  is  next  slowly  sprinkle«I 
intio  a  ittreakfasti  cup  of  cold  wab«r  and  unrmuit- 
tently  stirred  the  while,  for  from  the  gelatinous 
nature  of  the  root,  it  is  naturally  apt  to  and  djoe* 
very  qoickly  lump  : — the  mixture  is  then  toBsed 
into  an  equal  quantity  of  fresh  milk,  and  the  whole 
next  slowly  heated  and  boiled,  bat  should  be  stirred 
unceasingly.  Let  to  boil  up  three  times  at  short 
intervals,  it  is  finally  sweetened  according  to  taste, 
and  when  cool  enough  may  be  partaken  of.  Pro- 
perly prepared,  the  cowjce  or  decoction  thus  pre- 
pared, should  be  of  the  consistency  of  a  custard, 
with  tiny  translucid  particles  of  tiie  root  glisteninir 
throughout  it,  and  emit  a  p!ea.sant  aroma.  ArabiaD 
physicians  were  the  first  to  discover  its  nutritiou? 
qualities,  but  it  is  not  much  known  anion  o*  our 
own  countrymen.  The  root  is  an  expensive  com- 
modity. When  at  home  in  18-j(>,  I  conicl  obtain  i: 
only  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  there  onlv  of  tlk' 
very  smallest  and  a  most  shrivelled  descripiion. 
Tt  is  a  sovereign  remedy  for  weakly  children,  pul- 
monary affections,  consumptive  .people,  and  the 
aged.  To  those  recovering  from  a  prostralini: 
sickness,  it  is  invaluable  taken  the  first  thin"'  of  ;i 
morning  in  the  place  of  tea,  coffee,  or  other  sloh-. 
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and   may  advantageously  replace  every  previous 
nostrum  and  prescription. 

VI th  September. — Was  occupied  all  the  afternoon  Gieig'a 
yesterday  and  up  to  midnight,  in  drawing  up  from  ^"®' 
his  papers  and  own  account,  a  defence  in  some 
sort  for  Major  Gleig.  He  would  seem  to  me  to 
have  been  somewhat  too  hastily  placed  on  the  Re- 
tired List.  The  reason  ascribed  was  an  admission 
on  his  part  of  deafness  when  nominated  to  a 
General  Court-martial.  In  sending  ofF  the  docu- 
ment to  him  the  first  thing  this  morning,  I  wrote 
to  him  that  if  everything  advanced  in  it  (all  from 
his  own  statements,)  was  true  and  the  unvarnished 
truth,  then  to  have  the  paper  printed  and  submit  it 
to  Army  Head-quarters. 

A  busy  day  to-day  in  preparing  the  Statistical  Thnggee 
Returns  of  Dacoitie  and  Poisoning  in  India,  for  final  Dacoitie 
transference  to  the  printing  office.    So  many  emen-  statistics, 
dations  crop  up,  that  it  is  a  troublesome  procedure 
to  get  all  completed  in  a  correct  form  ;  for  these 
papers  will  undergo  scrutiny  from  every  magistrate 
and  police  officer  throughout  the  country,  andper- 
liaps  be  viewed  by  the  several  local  governments 
Avith  curious  if  not  with  no  friendly  eye. 

Receive  at  evening  a  letter  from  Major  Gleig  :  Letter 
"I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  trouble  5[°™j. 
you  have  taken  in  drawing  up  such  an  excellent  Gio'g- 
appeal.     I  feel  more  obliged  for  it  than  I  can  find 
words  to  express,"  etc.     He  is  having  it  printed, 
and  will  send  the  proof  sheets  to  me  for  correction. 
So  far,  well.^ 

*  P.S. — The  late  Major  Gleig  was  a  son  of  the  well-known 
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September. — The  science  of  Statistics  is  a 
study ;  I  wish  I  xmderstood  it  better,  for  I 

t  Chaplain  to  H.M.'s   forces   (author  of  the  "Subaltern.") 

iiatl   benn   placed  on  "  general  duty,"  a  situatioo  ariKing  »£  in 

my  similar  coses,  from  the  opi^ratioa  of  the  then  new  SttS 

irpe  rules,  by  which,  owing  to  tha  uttenuated  cadres  designed 

■■  the   iiewlv  formed  regiments,   the  vast  uumlwr   of  ovcijilui 

.■,,[=:.   f.-r  «'l„„n   LbiTo   «a-^  „,,  rmi.loyn.oiil ,  ^vr,..  !,.],!  oil  [,.  I, 
.w,M    i,   o.ll.. I  -;;..ii.rd  >hlIy^>:;l.ll,. ,■'..[  ^on  .>f.lr..h    -,i;::i     ■■! 

(by  the  te^t  tbereol,^  to  be  out  ol  the  pale  ot  mucli  considerdlioo. 
In  that  "  capacity,"  Bo  to  call  the  efiacement,  he  was,  for  his  well- 
known  and  unconcealed  infirmity  of  deafness,  usually  excused 
faim  eourtrmartial  duty  (such  being  the  "  duty  "  those  offieen 
were  more  usually  put  to  and  made  use  of  for ;)  but  having  from 
Gome  inadveitence  heeu  nominated  president  of  an  European  disttid 
Gonrt-martial,  he  was  "  challenged  "  by  a  prisoner  under  trial,  <Mi 
the  ground  that  he  was  "  hard  of  hearing."  It  was  alleged  he  had 
in  some  manner  persuaded  the  man  to  object  to  him,  and  that  in  tha 
particnlai  trial  alluded  to,  he  had  declared  he  "had  not  heard  i 
word  of  it."  This  was  regarded  to  incapacitate  him,  and  bis 
name  was  in  consequence  scratched  under  the  orders  of  th« 
Secretary  of  State,  and  he  placed  on  half  pay.  This  to  t 
man  of  twenty-tivo  years'  service,  with  a  family,  was  a  seriM^j 
matter  ;  and  as  it  did  not  appear  to  me  (even  with  ihe  impuivd  de- 
ftilcation,)  that  the  "oath"  administered  undiT  the  .-Viti.h'?  d 
Wur  to  nieiiibors  of  a  court-mnrtial,  de-darred  a  man  frum  \:i\vx 
his  vote  on  his  having  reail  the  prou endings  uf  the  tti:d,  ove:i 
though  he  should  nut  have  hi-ard  "a  word  of  them,"  1  fL-lt  mv. 
self  able,  I  tliought,  to  make  out  a  pretty  good  case  for  liim  ui^oo 
tlie  papers  he  had  supplied  me  with,  the  hanlship  of  his  c.w 
being,  that  he  was  "chasse'd"  Kithmit  trial.  The  petiti<in  for  i 
reconsideration  of  the  circum stances,  was  iu  the  end  ,-;o  far  sine,  >■ 
ful,  that  a  modified  view  was  arrived  at,  and  the  full  p^-n^ion . 
his  period  of  scrviec  allowed  bim.  He  was  neverilieless,  on  ib 
whole,  one  of  the  "  hard  bargains  "  of  the  service.  His  puriicub 
ahilily,  strange  enough,  was  in  repairing  and  constnictiiif;  pi.iii-.- 
and  in  that  capacity  he  was  considi'reti  an  acquisition  to  siati'i 
society.  At  Jleerut,  the  station  where  he  cami>  to  grief,  lie  ha. 
(juite  a  workshop  for  such  purposes,  which  used  even  tohevi-i;* 
of  a  morning  after  parades,  in  a  friendly  way  by  many,  and  pi- 
ticularly  by  the  high  officer  upon  whom  devolved  the  disagrertbl^ 
duty  of  reporting  his  imputed  lache  lo  lioadquarters.  Hi- 
estimable  wife  was  a  daughter  ot  Mr.  Cramer,  t!)e  ctdebrai*' 
piano  manufacturer  of  Kegent  Street  and  a  great  violinist  of  \^'- 


noation 
erc- 
mony. 
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have  been  immersed  in  the (unparliamentary) 

work  all  day  in  the  matter  of  my  criminal  Re- 
turns— interrupted  by  further  attention  to  Gleig's 
case. 

19/7^  Sepf ember. — Attended  a  confirmation  ser-  f  ^'*°' 
viceheld  by  the  Bishop  of  Calcutta.     He  addressed  ^^^"^ 

J  ^  mom 

the  postulants  in  a  very  tender  manner,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  ceremony.  With  his  kindly 
beaming  eyes,  earnest  and  honest  face,  language 
beautiful,  exhortations  persuasive,  the  excellent 
divine  seemed  just  such  a  man  as  we  might  suppose 
Zacchjeus  to  have  been  if  clothed  in  the  graceful 
and  becoming  lawn  sleeves  and  the  sacredotal 
vesture  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  female  por- 
tion of  the  confirmed  was  modestly  attired  in  white 
robes  and  long  veils  (a  custom  now  for  the  first 
time  witnessed  by  me.)  The  candidates  were 
mostly  Eurasians  and  well  on,  and  one  pair  was  a 
married  couple  !  The  occasion  recalled  to  memory 
my  own  confirmation  in  the  uniform  of  an  Addis- 
combe  cadet,  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at 
Cbeam,  to  where  I  had  been  summoned  by  my 
guardians  from  the  neighbouring  Military  College. 

Went  to  the  races  in  the  evening,  and  after-  Pertonai 
wards  was  at  the  Fancy  Ball  of  the  season,  but  not 
in  fancy  costume. 

20//i   September. — Hugh   is   certainly  far    from  Hugh, 
well  or  strong.     Lank  and  lean,  he  stalks  about  as 

period.  Young  Cramer,  a  son,  was  at  Johnstone's  School  with 
us  at  Haiupstead  (vide  p.  437,  toL  L,  and  p.  138  and  footnote, 
and  '266f  333,  vol.  ii.) — a  pale-faced  boy  with  blushing  hair,  who 
when  he  first  came  to  the  school  drolly  informed  us,  "  My  mother 
is  a  fine  woman,  my  father  is  a  great  fiddler." 
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s;h  in  pain,  and  complains  of  aches  in  one  sidt 
d  this  tlie  doctor  regards  aa  an  afEection  front 
a. 

lir  had  reported  the  death,  in  his  custodvAt 

,  of  the  arch-dacoit  Kinhcn  Sing  (ante,  p.  93,) 

3   oold  robber  who,  joined  by  his  Jides  Acliattt 

tee    Sing    Meena,    had    rescued    Ward's  four 

prisoners     '    "^  '     '    '      the  consummate    manner 

•  FW«pp.  already  fully   detailed,*  and  who    was    captured 

S!**nal68>       ,  .,  ,  i       »  ■  . 

*o].L,Md  while  escaping  through  Ajmere,  as  also  before 
T^f/u**'  noticed  {vide  pp.  182,  188,  196,  vol.  i.)  Major 
Davidson,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  there,  not 
inquires  :  "  Did  anyone  on  your  part,  who  kner 
him  well,  see  and  testify  to  the  dead  body?  I  aak 
this  as  a  doubt  of  intrigue  is  suggested,  and  I  knot 
that  as  our  police  were  escorting  him  up  to  Aboft 
an  attempt  at  rescue  was  threatened  I  "  Havinf 
had  doubts  whether  the  rerliahk  Kiehen  Sing  W 
been  arrested  at  Ajmere  and  taken  to  Aboo,  and 
the  present  bint  at  foul  play  of  some  sort  bei"!! 
ominous,  1  write  off  to  Blair  at  Mount  Aboo  on  tl(| 
important  subject,  and  ask  whether  any  atteni['t 
was  made  on  the  man's  way  up  the  hill  to  iliai 
place  to  rescue  him,  adding  :  "  a  gi-eat  deal  ml 
come  out  of  all  this  business  as  to  the  game  ibsi 
has  been  played."  I  also  instructed  Ward  »! 
Jalnah,  to  examine  Jowahirra  Durzee  careful!.' 
about  it ;  and  addressed  Davidson  at  Ajmere,  asJ 
Major  Impey,  the  Political  OfBcer  at  Jodhpore.W 
compass  the  arrest  of  the  fugitive  Ilurree  Sintf,  •ilif 
Thoolsa  Jit,  the  brother  of  the  said  Xisheu  Sh'tl 
and  one  of  the  four  rescued  by  the  latter  fnfl 
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Ward's  custody,  as  that  he  was  reported  to  be 
at    Toicscena   in    Marwar    territory — which  Blair 

Capture 

also  is  enjoined  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  of  Motee 
through  the  offices  of  Colonel  Eden,  the  Agent  MeeLa. 
Governor-General.  The  capture  of  the  above 
Motee  Sing,  the  other  chief  actor  in  the  effected 
rescue,  has,  on  the  other  hand,  just  been  accom- 
plished by  one  of  our  search  parties  in  Rajpootanah. 
This  is  luck  ! 

2\st    September. — The  anniversary  of  a    happy  p®"^"^- 
event   in  which    we  were   mutually  concerned  a 
period  back  :  "  All  who  joy  would  win — must  share 
it." 

At  evening  went  to  the  races — the  last  day  of 
the  meeting ;  won  two  small  bets,  and  lost  a  big 
one. 

22nd  September^  Sunday. — The  Bishop  preached  Mission 
an  excellent  sermon  in  the  cause  of  Missions,  which  Sermons. 
at  evening  was  again  powerfully  advocated  by  our 
Chaplain,  Mr.  Baly. 

23rd  September. — Had  Gleig's  proof    sheets    in 
hand  a  part  of  the  day.*     The  words  of  the  Secre-  ^ajor 
tary  of  State   for  India,  in  concurring  with  the  Appeal 
expressed  opinion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  eide'red. 
the  Governor  of  India  "  as  to  the  utter  incapacity  *  vide 
of   Major   Gleig   even    for  the   ordinary  routine  345/  ^ 
duties  of  his  profession,"  were,  "  It  appears  that 
this  officer  took  the  usual  oath  administered    to 
members  of  courts-martial,  and  voted  both  on  the 
finding  and  sentence  of  a   general  court-martial 
at  Delhi,  but  subsequently  confessed  that,  being 
deaf,  he  did  not  hear  one  word  of  the  proceedings.'* 


So7>i£  Records  of  Crime. 

iBiade  him  to  say  in  kis  appeal  :  "  "Witt  so  i 
BO  powerful,  and  such  auguat  rulers  airsTed 
b  me,  I  might  despair  of  obtaining  a  reversal 
seutimenta  thus  expressed,  and  of  the  shame 
3grace  they  imply.  But  I  may  not  despair 
7683 ;  and  I  therefore  venture,  in  the  ham- 
tut  the  strongest  language  I  am  master  of,  | 
;  '      t  id  to  repudiate  the  im-  i 

plication.     I  will  not  admit  that  because  I  had 
said  I  did  not  '  hear  a  word '  of  the  court-martial, 
much  as  I  may  complain  of  that  unfortunate  ex- 
pression being  unduly  taken  in  its  widest  sense,  1  ' 
thereby  confessed  that  I  had  violated  my  oath;  for  ' 
it  is  in  that  serious  light,  which  I  am  to  suppcse  ' 
by  the  context,  that  my  conduct  was  reviewed. 

"What  was  the  oath  that  was  administered  to 
me  ?     It  was  that  I  should  duly  administer  justiw-,  ' 
without  partiality,  favour,  or  affection,  according 
to  my  conscience,  the  he.'*l  of  my  understanilhuj^  and 
the  custom  of  war.* 

"  Cati  it  be  seriously  declared  that,  after  I  had 
repeatedly  represented  "  (memo,  as  was  shown  in 
the  memorial,)  "  that  I  heard  imperfectly,  with  the 
very  view  to  prevent  my  being  often  ordered  on 
court-martial  duty,  and  had  nevertheless  been  sent 
thereon,  when  I  said  I  did  not  hear  a  word  in  the 
case  under  consideration,  I  violated  a  sing-Ie  pan 
of  this  oath  ?    I  fail  to  see  it,  and  I  humbly  beg 

'  Vide  Ati.  159  of  the  Artii:l»?-s  of  "STar  of  1865,  page  313  of  tb* 
vohinie  comprising  the  Mutiny  Act,  the  Army  Service  anJ  other 
Acts,  and  tin-  Rules  and  Articles  of  War.  The  condensed  wuri* 
of  the  oath,  run  in  the  BtcnLu  above  recapitulated. 


J 
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His  Excellency  to  draw  attention  to  so  palpable  a 
misapprehension  of  the  case. 

•  ■  •  ■  • 

"  Or  if,  to  reduce  the  matter  to  a  proper  level 
and  to  the  appreciation  which  only  was  its  due, 
my  declared  deafness  was  indeed  a  fact  upon 
which  it  was  asserted  that  I  ought  to  be  removed 
from  the  service,  I  would  once  more  respectfully 
inquire,  whether  *  deafness '  was  a  thing  unheard 
of,  or  unknown  in  the  army  ?  And  if  it  was  to 
constitute  the  grounds  for  my  removal,  and  de- 
privation of  the  means  for  supporting  and  sustain- 
ing myself  and  my  family,  why  was  it,  if  not 
allowed  in  the  army  and  not  recognized,  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  objections  which  shall  he  considered  as 
valid  when  raised  by  a  prisoner  against  a  president 
{and  a  president  only,)  of  a  court-martial  before 
which  he  is  about  to  be  tried  ? 

•  •  ■  •  • 

"  Perhaps  the  importance  attached  to  the  asser- 
tion, was  assumed  by  General  ,  because  he 

believed  that  it  vitiated  the  sentence  and  the 
award  which  had  been  passed  upon  the  prisoner 
who  was  tried  before  the  court-martial  upon  which 
I  sat.  But  it  was  found,  if  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed, upon  a  reference  to  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General  of  the  Army,  and  to  the  Legal  Remem- 
brancer of  the  Government  of  India,  that  no  such 
result  followed,  and  that  the  proceedings  were  legal. 
The  sentence  was  confirmed,  moreover,  and  carried 
otit ! 

"...  Notoriously  labouring  for  nearly  twenty 


onder  the  same  infinnity,  greatly  in' 

3r  contracted  in  this  country  in  the 

E  my  duties,  I  have  yet  continued   to  aerre^l 

,  zealously,  and  efficiently,  to  (he  Itejft  of  my\ 

Conscious  of  the  infirmity,  I   prayed  for ' 

Tom  a  duty  in  which  my  defective    heariof. 

according   to   my  conscience,  sometimcsj 

\     '         '  L     '  properly  what  ongfat  Ut\ 

be  heard  ;  and  it  will  be  lu  the  recollection  of  tbe , 

members  of  the  very  court-martial  so  often  alluded  ; 

to,  that  for  the  very  purpose  of  hearing  more  pe^ 

fectly  the  evidence  on   the   prosecution    and  the ' 

defence  of  the  prisoner,  I  solicited  and   obtained ' 

permission  to  sit  at  the  end  of  the  table  next  l« 

the  man  who  read  the  prisoner's  defence.     I  did 

not  neglect,  moreover,  to  read  over  the  proceedings  ■ 

any  the  less  on  this  than  on  any  other  occasion  o( ' 

a  court -martial  upon  which  t  have  sat,  aa  bound  to 

do  uudi  r  the  oath  administered  to  me,  and  to  digest 

and  caiifiid'Tthe  recorded  proceedings  of  each  trial 

before  1  delivered  my  vote.     And  aa  to  my  inabihlT 

to  hear,  taken   as  my  admission  in    that   regsrj 

most  Unhappily  has  been  in  its  widest  and  leaa 

fair  sonso  without  connecting  it  with  what  haJ 

passed  before.  Their  Excellencies  the  Viceroy  ami 

Commander-in-Chief,    General ■  himself,  and 

everyone  I  have  conversed  with,  are  able  to  sai". 
as  all  have  said  to  me,  that,  defective  as  my  sen* 
of  hearing  was  reported  to  be,  I  could  and  did 
hear  all  that  they  said." 

There  is  a  good  deal  to  the  same  effect  in  th 
unfortunate  officer's  appeal.     The  strange  circani- 
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stance  is,  that  with  his  really  defective  hearing, 
he  should  possess  so  keen  an  instinct  of  the  sense, 
as  to  be  able  to  manipulate  and  intone  all  the 
delicate  organism  of  piano-making,  and  to  per- 
fectly tune  the  instrument  1  It  was  in  a  pet 
out  of  a  personal  misunderstanding,  all  very  fully 
brought  to  light  in  the  memorial,  that  he  gave 
utterance  to  the  hasty  expression  which  formed 
the  gravamen  of  his  ofEence.  I  do  not  doubt  the 
success  of  the  appeal  in  the  matter  of  pension,  but 
I  question  the  unhappy  gentleman's  restoration  to 
the  service.  The  usual  course  would  have  been 
to  have  submitted  him  to  a  medical  examination, 
or  to  have  brought  him  before  a  court-martial. 
It  is  not  to  be  divulged  that  his  appeal  was  drawn 
up  by  myself. 

We  were  at  an  operetta  at  night  at  Strawberry  PeraonaL 
Hill,  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  Taylor, 
both  among  the  foremost  of  entertainers  at  Simlah. 
The  piece  performed  was  "  the  Soldier's  Legacy," 
in  which  a  debutante  sang  charmingly. 

24th  September. — A  heavy  case  of  dacoitie  took  paooitie 
place  a  few  nights  back  in  Hazareebaug  of  Ben-  reebaug. 
gal,  in  which  the  booty  carried  off  was  valued  at 
nearly   15,000  rupees.     Some   persons  have  been 
arrested  for  it  by  the  local  police,  but  the  classes  to 
which  they  belonged  have  not  as  yet  been  stated.' 

The  troops  for  the  expedition  to  Abyssinia,  pro- 
posed to  be  sent  from  the  Bengal  side,  were 
stated  to  be  two  regiments  of  Irregular  Cavalry, 

*  P.S.^ — Ten  men  were  subsequently  convicted  in  this  case,  the 
result  of  local  police  action.     They  were  Rajtodn  from  Beh&r« 

VOL.   II.  A   a 


E  Punjab  Infantry,  and  a  Mountain  Train; 
y  ;  bat  some  objections  would  seem  to  hare 
:arted  at  Bombay  (as  I  though  t  would  be  likelji 
jp.  209,  270,  vol,  ii, )  to  the  employment  of  a 
1  division,  and  the  matter  is  likely  to  be  com- 
ied  by  tho  employment  from  Bengal  of  certAUl 
\  only.  The  Qui  Hies  would  appear  to  be  pat 
~      "  "  "''  singly  undertaking  tha 

expedition.  The  dissatisfaction  felt  is,  that  mi 
assurance  should  in  the  first  instance  have  beeO' 
given,  by,  it  is  said,  the  highest  authority,  of  tlit 
employment  of  an  entire  Bengal  division,  excitiBt 
thereby  their  miUtary  ardour,  which  now  should  not 
be  fulfilled.  Sir  Robert,  himself  a  Beng-al  officer, 
but  of  Bombay  now  the  Commander-in-Chief,  is  thM; 
placed  between  two  stools  in  this  indecision.  But- 
the  sea-board  of  the  objective  point  (Abyssiiita,)' 
"belonging  to  Bombay,  it  is  thought  the  troops  of 
that  Presidency  have  some  right  to  claim  ti< 
entire  operations, 

Hugh  slightly  better,  if  at  all  so.  He  is  to 
remain  here  (Simlah,)  in  extension  of  his  former 
leave. 

2olh  Septemher. — Dressed  to  accompany  us  to 
dinner  party  this  evening,  the  doctor  prevented 
his  going ;  from  whom  we  are  greatly  concern<J 
to  learn  too,  that  the  hid  would  not,  he  feared,  b( 
ever  fit  for  much,  "  as  he  had  no  constitution,  aoJ 
more  energy  than  strength." 

20fli  Sfptembrr. — A  further  bad  account  of  Hop!" 
He  was  closely  examined  by  the  doctor  to-dai 
who  discovered  a  broken  back  rib  on  his  risht  aidi 
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and  this  thel  ad  says  must  have  happened  in  a 
fall  from  his  horse  when  hunting  in  the  plains  with 
some  brother  officers  near  Mhow.  The  cause  of  so 
much  pain  whenever  he  went  through  any  exertion, 
as  lately  in  riding  races  and  in  the  cricket  field,  is 
thus  now  known.  We  dined  at  Government 
House  to-day.  Many  kind  inquiries  about  Hugh. 
His  leave  having  expired  on  the  20th,  and  the 
extension  of  it  not  yet  officially  known  down  there, 
we  hear  from  his  regiment  that  he  has  been 
reported  as  "  absent  without  leave." 

27^/i  Sepember. — Two  useful  pieces  of  informa-  Amount 
tion  :  (1)  Tribute,  "  Nuzzurdnas  "  on  successions,  gf^^^l^i^,^ 
contributions,  subsidies,  "Peshkush,"  or  under  any^®*^® 
other  name,  paid  by  Native  chiefs  (excluding  the  GoTem. 
Guicoicdr^  who  pays  the  British  Government,  how-  compared 
ever,  for  five  regiments  of  Infantry,  a  Battery  of  Amount 
Artillery,    and   three    thousand    Horse,)    amount  ^*^®^* 
annually  to  about  685,000Z.,  about  a  million  and  a  ^^©^p- 

•^  ment  for 

half   representing   the  sum  spent  by  the  British  Na*i^« 
Government    every    year     out     of     the     general 
revenues  on  Native  chiefs — the  revenue  paid  by  all 
the  people   on   their   estates,  amounting,  on   the 
other  hand,  to  about  twelve  millions  sterling  per 
annum  :    (2)    with    reference    to    the    crime    of 
poisoning  by  strychnine  and  datura  in  a  case  iftPoisononB 
Bombay,  the  juice  of  the  mix  vomica  (koochla)  tree,  of  Sirycb- 
was  used   with  fatal  result.     On  analysis  of  theSTi^^ 
stomach  of  the  poisoned  person  and  of  some  leaves 
of  the  tree,  the  presence  of  strychnia  was  proved 
by  the   peculiar   colour  tests  educed.     In   datura 
cases  again,  of  occurrence  in  Bombay,  chemical 

A  a  2 
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ice  Tas  seldom  thought  to  be  neoessarj,  fro^ 
eU-known  symptoms  of  that  poison  obeerred 
'life;  but  (///er  death  the  active  principled 
rug  was  only  to  be  in/trn-d  from  chemioal 
^is  of  the  sweetmeat  or  other  medium  madri 
in  administering  it,  and  froiu  the  dilated 
of  the  eye,  which  I  take  to  mean  not  froi^ 
wv,^        ™^  lartaken  of   and   alreadf 

absorbed,  but  from  what  remained  of  it  imeatait 
or,  undigested  portion  of  it. 
.  The  Station  Church.having lately  been  re-roofe4 
not  too  soon,  bent  by  a  mood  for  adding  upper 
roome  to  our  house  (Longwood,)  I  buy  up  to-djy 
^■"'^^all  the  removed  timber  of  it  for  the  purpose — anJ; 
■  Vricnd.  then  onto  "  the  Park  "  to  consult  tt  kind  friend* 
on  an  official  matter,  and  pass  the  afternoon  tberb 
An  accomplished  scholar,  ho  gives  me  the  Greet 
lino  for  "  As  the  leaves  are,  bo  is  man's  life  ";  '  aod 
T  pass  to  him  the  Persian  for  "  Absence  makes  tbe 
heart  grow  fonder" — dnkih  mtijkoob  ust,  mt-hboci 
vaf. 

2S0i  September. — Scarcely  seemy  way  thorough!' 

Pp^j,^^,.  through  the  statistical  crime  returns,  other  work 

M»jor       cropping   up  continuously.      Hugh  feeling  better. 

Oor  Mfigh  Gleig's  memorial  went  in  yesterday.     Have  dot 

chased    the  most  of    his  few  belongings  ;    amoni 

them  the  new  cookery  book,  "  Cre-Fydd'a   Famil.' 

Fare,"    quite    a  catch  for    our  Miigh     chef;    b 

*  P,S.~"  Like  loavps  on  tnes  tliH  rape  of  man  is  fotiml, 

Now  RTL-en  in  jouth.  iiuw  willitrinjj  im  the  ground: 
AiiotluT  racL-  llm  followin^^  spring  siiiiplice  ; 
Tliey  fall  Bucctssive,  nud  aiicceMivB  risp," 
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to  whom  how  interpret  its  marvels  ?  He  will  be 
aghast  at  its  perplexities,  and  require  additional 
tots  by  which  to  comprehend  them — a  predilection 
with  him,  for  he  is  drunk  downright  whenever  we 
have  a  party  at  dinner  1 

29<fe   September^   Sunduy. — Bishop   Millman  has  Bishop 
left.      We  miss   him  at  church,   and  fain  would  Rev"j°" 
still  have  been  listening  to  him  to-day.     But  we  all  ^*^y- 
hope  our  own  incomparable  and  genial  Minister 
may  himself  also  yet  be  a  Bishop  !  ^ 

An  "  Hotel  "  (save  the  mark  I)  has  lately  been  ^^  ?o*ei 
established  by  one  "  Guffoor  Mahomed,"  bearing 
his  name,  at  Burra  Siinlahy  the  higher  part  of  the 
Station  Hill  being  so  called  in  contradistinction  to 
Chdta  Simlah  situate  on  the  lower  incline  of  the 
range ;  to  which  some  friends,  arrived  from 
Jubbulpore,  have  gone;  whom  I  went  to  see  and 
to  welcome  to-day.  They  described  the  heat  to  be 
very  great  in  the  plains. 

30th  Se])lember. — In  re-examining  the  cases  of  ^    . 
poisoning   in   Bengal  towards   the  latter  end  of  of 
last  year,    I   note   one    about  which   I   am   dis-     *"  *  ^' 
posed   to  be  suspicious  whether  the  man  Bdbun, 
represented   to  have  been  poisoned,  may  not  be 
identical  with  the  fellow  Baboo  Khan,  who,  in  com- 
plicity with  the  poisoner  Uzgur  Alii,  pretended  to 
have  been  drugged  in  a  case  in  the  same  direction 
at  about  the  same  period.*    In  the  case  adverted  to, 
of  occurrence  at  Seetamarhee  in  Tirhoot,  the  village 

^  P.S. — Excellent  Mr.   Baly   was  not  long   subsequently  in- 
ductt  d  an  Archdeacon  ;  why  not  still  yet  to  a  See  1 
'  Note. — To  be  found  mentioned  at  page  39,  vol.  i. 
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an  brought  a  man  to  the  police  Btation,  in 
possession  some  goor  {coarse  sug'ar)  with 
latura  seed  in  it  was  found,  and  charged 
th  poisoning  one  Babun  and  attempting  to 
3  with  his  money ;  and  the  accnaed  was 
■ed  too,  and  sentenced  to  rigorouB  imprison- 
Dr  three  years. 

8  u^       aux  «„  ijvening,  and  a  play  called 

the  *•  School  for  Coquettes "  acted  by  amateurs 
before  a  numerous  audience  at  the  residence,  by 
invitation,  of  the  promoters,  Major  and  Mrs.  Innes, 
of  profuse  hospitality  and  both  clever  performers. 
Poor   Major    Gleig    writes   to    me    on    leaving 
olah  :   **  I  want  very  much  to  leave  you  some 
slight  proof  of  my  gratitude  for  the  trouble  you 
.   have  taken  in  working  up  my  appeal ;  any  success 
that  may  arise  from  it  will  be  due  to  you  and  the 
excellent  way  you  put  it  together,  and  I  hope  you 
will    not  refuse  such  a  trifling  token  of  remem- 
brance."    It  is  a  very  useful  little  present,  a  small 
letter-weighing  machine  ;  and  I  am  sure  I  accept  it 
with  pleasure. 

\st  October. — I  have  before  noticed  that  some 
robbers  are  In  the  habit  in  harvest  time,  of  ])lun- 
dering  grain  in  the  corn-fields,  whether  ripe  for  the 
Threahing  sickle,  or  heaped  on  threshing-floors  in  field  eiiclo- 
Eobbery  sures,  prior  to  being  winnowed  and  gathered.  A 
bad  case  of  that  sort  has  been  reported  from  the 
Central  Provinces.  Two  men  were  in  a  field,  to 
watch  the  crops.  At  midnight  they  were  suddenly 
assailed,  and  one  of  them  who  resisted  was  killed. 
The    other   man    ran   away  into    the    village  and 
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raised  the  alarm.  He  has  declared  he  recognized 
one  of  the  perpetrators.  We  seldom  act  upon  such 
recognitions  in  robberies  at  night  time.  In  this 
instance  too,  it  must  have  been  pitch  dark  at  mid- 
night, the  moon  being  only  two  days  from  its  last 
quarter.' 

Hugh  feeling  much  better,  we  took  him  this  Personal, 
evening  to  see  "  The  Soldier's  Legacy,"  performed 
this  time  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  the  entertain- 
ment having  been  got  up  for  the  benefit  of  Signor 
ZelmaUy  an  Italian  pianist,  in  great  request  here 
among  the  ladies.  He  had  played  on  the  recent 
occasion  at  Strawberry  Hill.  A  storm,  with  crash- 
ing thunder  and  much  lightning  and  cold  rain, 
caused  an  empty  house. 

2nd  October. — To-day  was  a  great  occasion,  and 
was,  from  the  imusual  event  it  would  chronicle, 
regarded,  reasonably  enough,  by  our  native  esta-  l^^l^ 
blishments,  as  one  upon  which  to  be  excused  from  Punjab 
attendance  at  office ;  for  it  was  of  the  installation  to  the 
by  the  Viceroy,  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Order,  of  the  sta°r 
the  Sikh  Rajah,  Jodbheer  Sing  ofNddone^  a  potentate  ®^  ^^^*** 
of   the  Punjab,  as  a  Knight   Commander  of  the 
Star  of  India.     All  belonging  to  the  Order  included 
in  the  Chapter  held  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing 
the  distinction,  attended  in  f  uU  robes,  looking  very 
druidical,  except  where  uniform  and  decorations 
glittered  through  the  vestment ;  nor  were  any  of 

'  P.S. — Eleven  persons  were  arrested  by  the  local  police  in  this 
case,  acting  upon  the  information  of  the  field-keeper,  of  whom 
four,  who  were  Odnds,  were  sentenced  to  ten  years'  transportation, 
the  rest  being  released.  The  slain  man  was  the  owner  of  the 
corn-field. 
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n  80  parded  as  the  Knight  of  the  oocasion  hia 

waa.     Sir  John  addressed  him  very  pleasanti] 

the  Rajah  was  much  touched  by  the  ceremon] 

William  Mansfield  came  up  to  me  saying  thaf 

ording-  to  the  newspaper  version   of  the  tel 

m  from  home  announcing  the  recent  admissiot 

.he  Order,  he  thought  I  was  included  amon 

ulate  me. — Henry  Riddel 

one  of  the  elected  "  Companions,"  having,  in  tl 

message  received,  been  converted  into  two  name 

Setvey    and  MvUeU! — A  long  conversation    wil 

Sir  George  Yule  about  the  increase  of  dacoitie  i 

Madras  territory,  adjoining  the  Nizam's  domain 

where  he  was  but  now  British  Resident. 

3rd  Oetofter. — The  rejoiced  though  hardly  Batiaflf 
Qui  Hieg,  are  aMowed  say  I,  they  hare  demandi 
boast  they,  to  send  the  complete  number  of  office 
allotted  for  the  Staff  of  a  Brigade,  in  consider 
tion  of  the  "  details "  supplied  from  the  Beng 
Army  for  the  expedition  to  Abyssinia. — At  nig! 
attended  the  last  ball  of  the  season  at  Peterhoff. 
4fh  OctohiT. — We  learn  more  of  dacoitiea  throuj 
our  own  people,  and  which,  on  local  references,  ^ 
succeed  too,  in  getting  authenticated,  than  we  ev 
receive  reports  of  from  the  Native  States — and 
these  some  occasionally  are  even  of  occurrence 
British  districts.  In  tlie  latter  instances  tl 
information,  when  vouchsafed,  is  nobh'.<:<e  vbli'jf. 

Buy  up  at  an  auction  a  quantity  of  small  ne 
meerschaum  pipes  in  neat  cases,  always  accep 
able  presents  to  friends  in  my  travels  in  tl 
plains. 
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hth  Odo&er.— Tirhoot*  again  !  At  midnight  of  ^^^^^^^'^^ 
27tli  September,  the  inmates  of  a  house  at  Knnhdra,  Tirhoot. 
were  roused  by  the  shouts  of  a  gang  of  variously- 
armed  dacoits — eighty  in  number  declare  they,  but 
never  so  many! — who  knocked  about  the  rooms,  dug 
up  the  floor,  beat  the  dwellers  and  carried  away  a 
lot  of  things  (vide  p.  127.) 

Dine  at  the  Club.     Stewart  has  (as  I  expected,)  the 
been   gazetted  to   the   brigade   command  of  the  cohSL 
Bengal  troops  told  off  for  Abyssinia,  with  a  staff  ^^^ 
and    an    aide-de-camp,  Victoria  Gross  Roberts,  byBinia. 
his  many  friends  called  Bofe,*  being  his  Assistant     . 
Quartermaster-General   (vide   pp.  269,   270,   273,  Donald 
334.)     The  appointed  Commander,  for  a  dashing 
feat  during  the  Mutiny,  received  a  step  in  rank, 
and  has  had  quick  promotion  ever  since  in   con- 
sequence of  it.     It  is  thought,  from  the  composi- 
tion of  the  details    told  off  from  Bengal,  it  was 
somewhat  strained  to  consider  them  to  constitute 
a  "  Brigade,"  as  ordinarily  composed ;  but  numeri' 
calhj  they  do  so — hence  the  acclamation,  despite  the 
unfriendly  idea  on  the  part  of  some,  that  the  ar- 
rangement will  not  meet  with  sanction  from  home. 

*  P.S. — Readers  of  Sir  William  Jones's  impressions,  narrated 
in  the  Asiatic  Researches^  will  call  to  mind  that  on  the  authority 
of  an  aged  Brahmin,  Tirhoot  was  the  residence  of  a  colony  of 
Egyptian  priests,  driven  away  hy  Camhyses  from  the  Nile,  and 
from  old  time  the  seat  of  Hindoo  learning,  of  greater  antiquity 
than  appertained  to  Benares  similarly  so  renowned  ;  that  it  was 
celebrated  for  its  water  and  climate,  and  abounded  with  extensive 
orange  groves  which  stretched  some  fifty  miles  away,  qualities 
which  contributed  to  class  it  as  the  Athens  of  Hindostan.  It  is 
chiefly  occupied  now  by  the  establishments  of  indigo  planters. 

*  l'891.— The  present  General  Sir  Frederick  Eoberts,  V.C. 
G.C.B.,  K.C.I.E.,  Commander-in-Chief  in  India. 
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Ociohcr,  Suyiday. — To  church.  My  native 
Uoo/i  Niinhjun-,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Ulwur, 
3ie,  with  a  note  in  Knglish,  "  2  needle  work 
archiefs  as  a  sample  for  your  honor's 
1 "  {sic.) 

October. — The  great  Doorgak  Poojah  holidays 
w  on  and  will  last  till  next  Friday,  till  when 
CO  will  be  Close  ivhich  the  establishments 

are  native.  Sly  own  excellent  head  clerk  and  hia 
son,  being  Brahmins  of  the  strictest  sect,  they  and 
the  other  Hindoo  members  of  my  office  are  rdi' 
giously  absent  of  course.  Mahomedans  follow  suit 
from  expectancy  of  the  same  indulgence  ;  and  so  do 
Eurasian  clerks,  who,  from  living  so  much  in  the 
presence  of  such  national  observances,  are  too 
much  imbued  by  them  not  to  be  infected  by  a  like 
desire.  So  all  round,  there  you  are !  {vide  p.  338.) 
Referring  to  the  doubt  as  to  the  death  of  the 
man  Kluhi'ii  S'lmj,  the  rescuer  of  AVard's  prisoners 
at  Jalnah  (p.  3-16,)  Blair  replies  from  Aboo  :  "  I 
feel  sure  the  prisoner  who  died  here  last  June  was 
identical  with  Kishen  Sing.  I  am  informed  he 
attempted  to  commit  suicide  with  a  piece  of  glass. 
He  also  feigned  madness.  I  think  you  may  rest 
satisfied  I  am  right  in  this  matter";  and  again, 
"The  file  in  the  case  will,  I  am  sure,  satisfy  you 
that  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  prisoner  who 
died  at  Aboo,  is  identical  with  Kislu'n  Sing." 
"While  ATard  from  Jalnah,  in  reply  to  ray  rerjuest 
(p.  348,)  supplies  me  with  the  statement  of  .h'lr.i- 
hirra  Dtirzce,  one  of  the  rescued  four.  It  not  only 
asserts  that  it  was  planned  by  Kislteii  Siiu/s  brother 
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Eurree  Sing  (one  of  the  four  rescued  ones,)  in 
conjunction  with  the  powerful  Thakoor  of  Tow- 
seena,  under  whose  protection  the  two  bold 
brothers,  themselves  "  men  of  substance,"  resided, 
to  effect  Kiflhen  Sing's  liberation,  "  even  if  it  should 
cost  them  20,000  rupees  to  do  so,"  failing  which  to  be 
determined  forcibly  to  rescue  him  come  what  might, 
and  that  they  had  appointed  twenty  confederates 
for  that  purpose  with  orders  to  lie  in  wait  near  about 
Ajmere,  and  fall  upon  the  escort  in  charge  of  him  as 
it  passed  by  that  way  to  Aboo,  Hurree  Sing  himself 
lurking  the  while  at  Bussai  close  by,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  celebrating  his  sister's  marriage  there, 
"  not  caring  who  or  how  many  should  be  killed  in 
the  attempt ";  but  the  statement  went  on  to  say  (I 
here  translate  it  :)  "  I  had  not  heard  that  Kishen 
Sing  was  dead.  I  have  only  done  so  since  I  have 
been  brought  down  here  a  prisoner,  but  I  do  not 
believe  it.  I  was  some  time  at  large  after  our 
rescue,  and  it  was  never  rumoured  among  us  that 
he  had  died.  I  doubt  it,  for  I  have  now  been  in 
custody  for  two  and  a  half  months  only,  and  while 
I  remained  in  the  Deccan  unarrested,  I  used  daily 
to  receive  accounts  from  our  country,  and  am 
quite  sure  if  he  had  died  I  should  have  heard  of  it. 
For  instance,  I  know  Mulla  Jdt  is  dead  and  Hema 
Mdlee  also  (both  accomplices,  previously  men- 
tioned,®) and  I   should    have    equally    heard   of 

•  PS.— FtcZe  pp.  187  to  190,  195  to  203,  vol.  i.,  and  275  to 
279,  and  footnote  276,  vol.  ii.  These  two  men,  Mvlla  Jdt  and 
Hema  Mdlee,  were,  it  will  be  seen,  of  the  four,  Jowdhirra  Durzee 
being  one  of  the  number,  sentenced  to  decapitation,  or  kuttui  huh 
zurb'Ueumshir  as  that  award  was  termed  in  the  language  of  the 
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'a  death.  Even  after  we  were  joined  by 
"  (a  fellow  dacoit)  "  aud  told  by  him  of 
Sing's  intention  to  rescue  Kishen,  several 
trivals  from  onr  country  came  to  our  dim 
,,  and  they  would  certainly  have  mentioned 
event  if  it  had  really  occurred.  Once,  on 
ir  occasion  it  was  spread  about  that  Kishen 
„.u^  UI1.U  uiua,  bui,  .  lot  true.  He  had  been 
arreated  somewhere  in  Nirmnll,  in  the  Nizam's 
country,  on  a  charge  of  murder  "  (memo.,  of  the 
hnsband  of  the  Messalina  Muna,  vide  p.  430,  vcd.  i.) 
"  Bis  brother  Hnrree  Sing  had  not  then  been  cap- 
tured, and  he  persuaded  the  Naib  of  the  District,  by 
a  bribe  of  2500  rupees,  to  be  party  to  the  foUowing 
device  : — Kishen  Sing  was  to  pretend  to  be  ill,  and 
the  corpse  of  a  deceased  Dh^r  was  to  be  ceremoni- 
ously cremated,  as  though  Kishen  Sing  had  died 
and  that  it  was  his  body  that  was  burnt ;  and  as 
if  further  to  confirm  the  event,  Kishen  Sing's  mare, 
gun,  and  sword,  were  even  sent  to  the  Nizam's 
authorities  at  Ilydrabad.  Bnt  two  or  three  years 
later  on,  behold  !  Kishen  Sing  was  again  taken  into 
custody  "  (memo.,  by  Captain  Davies,  our  assistant 
in  Berar,  viile  p.  94,)  "whereby  he  divulged  the 
deceit,  for  he  Iiad  indeed,  once  before  practised  the 
same  ruse.  The  Naib  was  arrested  upon  this,  but 
was  restored  after  a  few  days.  It  is  difficult  to 
Court  of  Trial ;  of  whom  tlie  t!iroe  named  (but  not  the  fourth 
man,  Abbiis  Khan,  who  was  a  Rohiila,)  were  suflVreil  to  cscajie. 
The  Kohilhi  got  away  suliseimeiitly.  Tlie  lieatha  of  MuUa  Jat  and 
Hi'mii  Miilte  were  ascertained  to  have  roally  tiiken  place  at  Ihi' 
perioil  ileiKised  to  by  Jowiihirra  Diirziv  in  the  text.  More  aVmt 
the  /ei'/ned  death  of  Kishen  Winy  will  bo  found  further  on  in  the 
Journal  (vitle  footnote  p.  366. 
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escape  from  a  British  jail,  but  it  would  be  nothing 
wonderful  for  Kishen  Sing  or  his  brother  to  do  8o> 
for  both  are  very  clever  men.  They  have,  too,  all 
the  capacity,  the  deception,  as  well  as  the  moneys 
necessary  for  such  a  feat." 

Question  :  "  It  is  reported  he  died  of  asthma. 
This  is  not  an  illness  that  can  be  taken  suddenly. 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  his  being  afflicted  with  it  ?  " 

Answer  :  "  He  never  had  asthma  ;  for  he  and 
I  have  been  together  in  the  Deooan  for  twelve 
years.  He  never  lost,  breath  in  walking,  and  he 
never  had  that  disease.  When  I  lately  saw  him 
too,  at  Boorhanpore,  he  was  quite  well  and  in 
health." 

This  Kishen  Sing  is  a  great  desperado,  and  it  is  KiBhen 
important  to  follow  out  correctly  whether  thisDegpera- 
story  of  his  feigning  death,  this  case  of  interred  yet 
not  buried,  is  true  or  not.  I  think  I  mentioned  in 
the  account  of  the  Oomurgah  mail  cart  robbery,  in 
connection  with  which  he  was  declared  to  have 
murdered  the  husband  of  the  woman  Muna  (p.  429, 
vol.  i.,)  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  assuming  the 
disguise  of  a  native  officer  of  the  Nizam's  Cavalry 
or  Moghullai  Horse,  and  in  that  robbery  wore  the 
uniform  of  that  service  :  also  his  murderous  attack, 
joined  by  another,  upon  two  Infantry  Sepoys  pro- 
ceeding on  furlough,  how  manfully  they  fought  him, 
one  being  slain  and  himself  wounded  (p.  166,  vol.  i.,) 
and  other  outrages.  His  acts  of  plunder  were 
generally  attended  with  bloodshed,  and  were  of  a 
desperate  nature,  another  instance  of  the  many 
on  record  against  him,  being  an  attack  upon  a 
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i  convoy  near  a   place  called   Kundee  iq 

territory,  on  the  high  road  from  Shotapore 

rabad.       It  followed   close    upon    that   at 

ah  just  mentioned.     The  remittance  under 

Tice  (upon  a  wagon  of  a  transit  agency,) 

3  of  30,000  rupees  in  cash,  besides  some 

■  bullion.     The  robbers  fell  upon  the  escort 

jut,  ,     „  .       ,      '    "         obtaining  a  booty  of 

27,000  rupees  and  two  of  the  bullion  boxea  besides. 

The  men  in  charge  of  the  treasure  were  two  Arab 

mercenaries,   associated  with  five   other    persons. 

They  fought  hard  with  the  plunderers,  one    Arab 

being  killed,  the  other  severely  wounded,  three  of 

the  others  being  also  wounded  and  a  servant  of  the 

Transit  Acreucy.     Kordid  the  dacoits  cst-ape  wholly 

untouched,  for  three  of  their  number  carried  away 

lasting  recollections  of  the  keenness  of  the  blades 

of  the  brave  Arab  defenders.     Upon  a  camel  which 

the  plunderers  had  brought  with  them,  they  laded 

their  prize  and  made  oif,  throwing  away  the  emptied 

money  boxes  in  the  open  near  a  village  named  Gheii- 

niU,  where  they  were  found.     I  learnt  of  this  affair 

when  travelling  about  in  Berar  (cidi.'  p.  197,  vol.  i., 

and  166,  vol.  ii.,)  from  the  man  Choiilmull,  so  often 

before  mentioned  in  connection  with  Jeeirun  Siuo 

of  the  Nagpore  Police  (cide  pp.  190-91,  vol.  i.,  and 

22,  32,  73,  75,  vol.  ii.,)  and  it  was  confirmed  bv 

tlie  details  of  it  supplied  to  me  from  Hydrabad.     I 

confess   myself,  however,  to  be  perplexed — what 

to  think  of  the  present  matter  :  wlietlier  to  believe 

i  that  AT/s/fot  Shtd, so  consummately  artful  as  we  know 

he  was  {vide  pp.  429  to  434,  vol.  i.,)  is  really  dead ; 
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got  someone  to  die  andibe  buried  for  him,  corpse  or 
alive ;  or  whether  there  was  neither  death  nor 
burial,  nor  even  cremation  (his  proper  obsequies,) 
but  only  a  well-concerted  escape,  cleverly  hidden 
from  all  knowledge  where  knowledge  should  have 
been  !  The  man  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  a 
hacking  cough  for  long,  and  to  be  very,  very  ill — 
he  has,  too,  been  positively  declared  to  have  died 
{vide  pp.  93  and  362,) — and  Jowahirra  may  have 
invented  the  story  of  a  shammed  death.  Yet  there 
is  the  information  received  from  two  opposite  and 
far  apart  directions — from  Major  Davidson  from 
Beeawur  of  Ajmere  {vide  p.  348,)  and  from  Ward 
the  other  way  from  Jalnah  {vide  p.  362,)  that 
death  was  pretended — the  fellow  alive  and  at  large  1 

7  P.S. — From  further  subsequent  inquiries  I  learnt  that  on  his  Eishen 
death  being  locally  reported  {vide  p.  93,  vol.  ii.,)  leave  had  been  S*°e». 
sought  to  bury  him,  not  to  bum  him,  as  would  have  been  the  ^^^^^^^' 
course,  the  "  deceased "  having  been  a  Hindoo ;  and  that  buried 
he  teas,  some  corpse  carriers  being  engaged  for  the  purpose  ;  and 
as  I  could  get  no  information  of  the  ipot  of  the  declared 
interment,  I  was  exercised  in  conjecturing  the  cause  of  this 
departure  from  the  usual  course,  and  in  connecting  it  with 
what  had  been  said  of  a  deception  having  been  passed  o£f 
upon  us  (vide  p.  348,  363  ;)  and  I  was  still  labouring  in  the 
perplexity,  and  had  even  officially  reported  the  supposed  "  dead  " 
man's  exploits  as  a  dacoit  by  way  of  an  obituary,  when  I  received 
the  following  communication  from  Major  Ward,  addressed  to  him 
by  Captain  Gunthorf>e,  the  Superintendent  of  Police  for  the 
District  of  Akola  in  Berar  :  **  I  was  looking  over  Colonel 
Herve/s  Report  to  the  end  of  1868,  and  happened  to  read  in  it 
about  the  great  dacoit,  Kislien  Singh,  how  he  escaped  once  by 
pretending  to  be  dead,  how  he  was  re-arrested,  and  how  he  died 
at  Mount  Aboo,  and  the  doubts  thrown  on  his  last  death.  I 
happened  to  be  talking  to  a  Marw&ree  of  Shekaw&tie,  and  asked 
him  casually  where  Kishen  Singh,  the  famous  dacoit,  was  at 
j)resent  1  To  my  surprise  he  said,  "  He  is  alive  still  and  is  living 
in  Marw&r,  in  the  village  of  Bhonw&d."     He  continued  :  ''  He 


Some  Records  of  Crime. 

Icioher. — Major  Gleig  writes  from  Calcatta, 
he  is  about  to  embark  with  his  wife  and 

iftke  the  SirkAr  believe  he  had  died  a  second  tinw  ml 

.boo.     He  was  buried,  but  was  dug  up.     It  was  Uin* 

ingh  was  proaoUDced  dead  by  tbejail  peopU,  to  sotne  nt 

gave  something.     In  his  secret  was  an  old  and  faithful 

who  had  taken  the  garb  of  a  O^B&en,  and  he  put  up  in  a 

opposite  to  the  joQ.     Ktahen  Singh's  body  was  bonne 

-_  n.  ««..,  \n,„..^^t^  ™n,,   .„i,Q  were  told  not  to  born  bat 

tfj  uarj  H.      xiibsh  iiihi.  t.w«  ..  secret.     The  body  was  put   iu 

a  grave,  face  downwards,  and  over  it  a  large  quantity  of  Babul 

thorns  and  bushes,  and  just  at  the  top  earth  w:is  thrown,  and 

dodged  up,  looking  all  right  at  the  top  outside.     In  the  d&rk  the 

faithful '  Gosaen,'  who  had  been  watching  all,  came  and  dug  q|> 

'the  dead'  Kishen  Singh  !     Both  then  disappeared." 

Here  then  was  confirmation  at  last,  of  this  conmunmate 
adventurer — this  case  of  mfunern  funera  !  The  pretended  Goeieo 
who  ut  ni^bt  released  bis  roaster  from  his  living  tomb.  wa«  hii 
faithful  confeilerate  and  Sfrvant,  like  him  who  assisted  hii 
imprisoned  brother,  Hurree  Siny,  with  instruments  with  which  h* 
cut  through  his  fetters  on  the  occasion  of  his  rescue  (vuie  p.  383.) 
He  had  for  seme  little  time  established  himself  in  a  small  "  mutli,* 
as  the  abidinj*-[)lai'e  or  tenement  of  an  ascetic  is  termed,  close  by 
Captain  Blair's  Oiet-up,  and  was  permitted  to  minister  to  the 
supposed  sick  prisoner  when  brought  out  of  a  morning ;  and  I  was 
informed  by  medical  men  that  the  device  adopted  of  lying  face 
downwards,  with  loose  earth  and  brambles  and  bualies  piled  up 
alternatively  over  a  person  immured  below  all,  would  siifBce  ta 
admit  of  his  brcatliing,  if  not  deposited  too  low  in  the  grounii, 
and  if  released  in  reasonable  time.  I  subsequently  had  occasion 
to  report  the  circumstance  to  Government  in  eonnection  with  » 
case  in  some  sort  similar,  of  another  prisoner  a  lime  in  oar 
custody,  and  I  here  quote  it  also,  as  illustrative  of  the  difliculliea 
we  are  from  time  to  time  involved  in  :  "In  this  case  the  pri-ioner 
Kjs  di'clait'd  by  tlie  medical  officer  to  ]m  in  a  bail  state  of  health. 
Ue  Jiad  lee'i  some  time  in  custody,  and  as  an  exceptional  ca-^e  I 
would  beg  particular  attention  to  Die  details  of  it.  There  coulJ 
be  no  doubt  of  the  importance  of  that  arrest.  Tlio  dacnilirs  in 
which  the  prisoner  {Mehtiih  Afoottdiiee,  Gentral  Kuml>er  C036,) 
haii  been  denounced  by  approvers,  were  numerous,  and  in  one  of 
tiiem  as  many  as  nine  pe.rg<ms  lost  their  lives  at  the  hamis  of  the 
robbers.  Of  the  seven  men  of  the  same  tribe  seized  along  wiih 
him,  tlie  arrest  having  been  effected  in  distant  Guzerat,  six,  all  I 
general    number    men,  were   tried    and    heavily    sentenced,    boi 
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child  for  England,  that  he  had  heard  from  the 
Adjutant-General  (Colonel  Longden,)  of  a  dis- 
position to  form  a  favourable  view  of  his  case,  as 

circumstances  combined  to  prevent  the  same  earlier  disposal  of 
this  man's   particular   case.     After  the   report  of  the   medical 
officer  on  the  state  of  his  health,  and  mj  order  thereon  for  his 
release,  the  Assistant  General  Superintendent  in  charge  of  the 
case,  hesitated  to  carry  that  order  out,  his  impression  being,  it 
should  seem,  that  the  man  woa  not  actually  ill ;  and  when  I  re- 
peated the  order  for  his  release,  that  officer  had,  even  committed 
him  for  trialj  selecting  for   his  charge  the  case  in  which  nine 
persons  were  slain !    The  fact  that  the  prisoner  was  an  unusually 
long  time    in   custody,   and  that  the   medical  officer   reported 
unfavourably  on  his  state  of  health,  will  naturally  lead  to  a  re- 
jection of  any  proposition  that  he  feigned  illness.     Nor  would  I 
convey  that  such  was  my  own  impression.     For  my  fear  was  that 
he  had  sickened,  and  I  had  thereupon  directed  his  release,  and 
that  he  should  be  handed  over  to  his  friends  if  he  were  not  under 
medical  treatment.     I  must,  nevertheless,  submit  that  such  are  "^.^^  *°" 
some  of  the  difficulties  we  have  to  contend  with  in  dealing  with  g^^°  j  1* 
these   extraordinary  people,    their  devices    being    calculated   to  Thaggee 
deceive  anyone.     I  enclose  a  remarkable  instance  of  an  occasion  and 
of   the  kind.     It  refers  to  a  notorious  dacoit,    regarding  whose  Daooitie 
death  I  had  submitted  my  doubts  in  one  of  my  reports  to  Govern-  ^®P"^" 
ment,  although  his  decease  had  been  certified  by  the  Assistant 
General  Superintendent  who  had  held  him  in  custody,  the  man 
being  now,  it  wou]d  appear,  as  certainly  alive  and  at  large !  " 
(Memo  :  The  case  here  last  referred  to  was  that  of  Kishen  Sing 
described  in  the  text) 

We  had  no  occasion  vainly  to  invoke  Melpomene  or  chaunt 
Ncenia  a  second  time  in  either  moribund  case — for  both  men 
(MehtAb  Mooltdni  and  Eishen  Sing,)  came  inexorably  to  grief  in 
the  end,  an  example  of  the  general  correctness  of  the  assertion 
that  has  sometimes  slightingly,  though  not  inaptly  in  the  present 
connection,  been  levelled  at  our  operations,  to  the  effect  that 
when  criminals  once  came  within  the  ken,  or  "  clutches  "  (said  de- 
spairingly,) of  the  Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  Department,  they  seldom 
escaped — "Abandon  hope,  all  ye  who  enter  here  " — a  charge  I  might 
regard  as  rather  complimentary  than  otherwise,  for  it  showed  that 
we  always  held  the  right  people  there,  unless  the  Judges  who 
finally  tried  them,  were  to  be  included  in  the  detraction  !  Of  the 
dacoits  sent  up  by  myself  for  trial,  referred  to  at  a  former  date  of 
of   this  Journal   (3rd   September,   vide  p.   298,)   four  hundred 

VOL.  II.  B  b 
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suit  of  his  memorial,  and  that  believing  that 
ill  be  righted  as  to  peitsiw*,  although  not 
■d,  of  which  he  had  little  hope,  he  was  going 
ht  off  home.     He  may  well  say,  "  So  far,  90 

iough  attendance  at  office  is  still  excoaed,  I 
inable  to  allow  myself  the  same  remission. 
-i-;„«  «^+  *«  -i«,r  f-^m  the  numspous  district 
tish  Administrations,  tha 
summing  up  of  the  number  of  dacoitie  eases  of 
occurrence  throughout  them  during  the  pa^t 
three  years,  in  preparation  for  the  clerks  on  their 
coming  back  to  work,  I  find  they  total  up  to 
6541  cases;  persons  killed  by  the  robbers,   228; 

in  all,  only  sixteen  were  acquitted,  lo  speak  of  that  occasion  only  ;• 
and  of  211  Thugs  and  Datoits  (approvers  183,  prieoaers,  S8J 
wlio  broke  away  from  jails  in  tha  great  Matinj,  01  were  wt  fiM 
by  rebels  or  escaped,  no  more  than  ten  approvers  and  Iteentjf-lw 
prisoneira  remaiued  not  re-arrested  by  ua  iu  my  time,  and  (h«e 
probably  had  deceased  ;  and  not  a  eingle  man  of  the  sererttl  «ba 
subsequent  to  the  Mutiny  from  time  to  lime  escaped  from  onr 
own  custody  in  diftercnt  parta  of  the  country,  whether  prisoner 
or  approver,  but  who  was  aooner  or  Eater  traced,  and  evcntuallj 
recaptured.  The  country  formed  one  wide  prison  for  them  aU. 
The  sto(y  before  quoted  (footnote  p.  189,  vol.  ii,,)  of  the  Thug 
who  escaped  from  the  Mauritius  after  a  life-long  captivity  in 
transportation  there,  and  was  tracked  to  his  native  viUa^fe  in  tii« 
heart  of  Hindostan,  by  our  sleuth-hounds,  is  an  apt  illustration  of 
the  nut  tieelined  imputation. 

•  The  fifpirea  were  : 

Sent  up  for  trial    .....     400 

Acquitted 16 

Deceased  before  trial    .         .         .         2 

—       IS 

Sentenced     3S2 
301  0/  tr/iiun  were  to  transportation  for  life. 
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wounded,  1317;  value  of  the  property  plun- 
dered, rupees  21,32,706  4  0  ;  recovered,  rupees 
198,035  2  11 ;  supposed  number  of  persons  con- 
cerned, 66,117  (of  whom,  of  course,  a  large 
proportion  are  twice  and  thrice  told  and  sometimes 
oftener ;)  arrested,  30,528  ;  convicted,  10,195  ;  re- 
leased, 19,877;  died,  327;  escaped,  121— the 
"  killed  "  and  "  wounded  "  being  exclusive  of  such 
in  Madras^  the  returns  received  for  that  Presidency 
not  exhibiting  any  casualties  in  those  regards,  not 
that  none  occurred  there  {vide  p.  298.)  The  cases 
comprehend  every  "  dacoitie "  technically  so  de- 
nominated, and  they  include  therefore  all  pro- 
fessional cases  also  {vide  p.  89,  and  footnote  p.  90,) 
and  upon  these  details  and  the  several  statements 
and  tables  appertaining  to  them,  I  will  now  go  up 
to  Government  with  my  final  report,  and  make  as 
much  a  narrative  out  of  them  all  as  I  am  able. 
The  information  refers  to  local  police  action  in 
British  territory  only,  under  the  ordinary  laws  and 
ordinary  mode  of  procedure,  and  is  distinct  from 
what  happened  in  the  same  period  and  from  our 
own  special  operations  in  Native  States. 

Wi   October. — Major   Goad,    the    great    Simlah  Leiture 
house-owner,  who  figured  so  well  in  the  Simlah  inoi. 
Mutiny  scare  {vide  p.  229,)  and  Mr.  Jones,  the  ®^''' 
excellent  local  Superintendent  of  Police,  were  of 
those  at  dinner  with  us  last  night.     The  Hindoo 
high  days  being  still  on,  and  my  office  closed,  I 
keep  holiday  of  a  sort  to-day,  a  kind  of  half-and- 
half  leisure.     Employ  the  "half-hour"  in  skimming 
through  the  latest  magazines  and  the  Times.     At 

B  b  2 
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we  dined  with  our  neig-hboura,  Sir  "William 
ady  Hariniltoii,  where  I  meet  in  Mr.  fanp,  of 
engal  Civil  Service,  the  friend  and  host  who, 
^  way  on  iour  down  country,  a  while  back» 
med  me  on  arrival  at  Mirzapore,  of  wliich 
.It  district  he  was  the  Collector  and  Slagis- 
It  was  a  very  hot  and  scorching  day,  and 
■    .c       '    ^  '    '         jasion    to    alight    at  hia 

bungalow  from  a  long    all-night  jotimey,  and  be 
refreshed  with  some  tea  and  a  bath,  and  an  hour'i 
delightful  Bleep  under  a  jninkah,  until  his  return  al 
noon,  from  kutcberry  or  office,  to  burra-hdzirree  ai 
a  late  breakfast  is  called,  plentifully  served, 
flimiklikt      10th  Odoher. — Simlah  thinning — the  usual  flight 
Bnding  of  from  it  of  the  season's  swallows — and  the  weather 
B«1«(B,    becoming  very  cold.     We  go  out  visiting.    Ap- 
proaching marriages,  the   result   of   the   season, 
everywhere   the  topic  of  the  day.     Among  them 
that    of    the    Viceroy's    daughter    with    Captain 
Randiill,  one  of  His  Excellency's  aides-de-camp. 
offioo  re-       llf/i     Octulwr.  —  Office      re-opened — g'iants    re- 
opene  .     fj.ggj,^,|j — (jard  work  resumed.     Sir  John  washeani 
to  say  ill   praise  of   work — bis  own    predilectioo 

that    way — that    "  he    could   hug "  Colonel  , 

one  of  his  fellow  labourers,  for  being  himself  ai 
fond  of  it. 

12fh  Ociober. — I  find  rapid  walking  at  evening 
round   the    Jako    mountain     road,    however    laW. 
makes    up   for    being   busy    from    an    early    hoor 
without  exercise,  and  such  has  of   late  been 
practice. 

Wb  have  information  (not  very  clear  aa  yet,)*' 
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a  case  of  the  poisonino:  of  four  travellers  near^o^^ 

Traysllers 

Loodiana  (Punjab.)  Postscript  Memo,  This  case  Poiaoned 
was  at  a  subsequent  date  confirmed,  as  the  deed,  Loodiana. 
on  the  10th  October,  of  a  noted  poisoner  named 
Shurrufoodeen  (mentioned  at  page  67,  vol.  i.,)  at 
the  village  of  Ulwur  in  Konah  of  Loodiana. 
The  four  wayfarers  were  drugged  by  two  persons 
disguised  as  travellers,  with  datura  administered 
in  food  and  liquor,  who  robbed  them  on  their 
becoming  insensible,  of  the  money  upon  their 
persons,  some  forty-seven  rupees,  and  then 
left  them  to  recover  or  not.  They,  however, 
recovered.® 

■  P.S. — As  this  remarkable  criminal,  ShurrufoodeeHy  afterwards  Slmrmf- 
became  very  notorious  as  a  successful  poisoner,  and  bafQed  pursuit,  Jip^®®"^» 
I  here  quote  the  information  I  left  of  him  on  quitting  office  poUoner 
(vide  p.  67,  vol.  i.,)  as  revealed  by  a  woman  named  Zoohoorun, 
with  whom  he  had  lived,  and  through  whom  some  property  he 
had  robl>ed  was  discovered.  It  is  quite  a  tale.  She  described 
herself  as  a  Rajpootni  residing  in  Behdr,  and  that  when  quite 
young,  she  was  married  to  a  man  of  her  own  caste  named  Ldlljee, 
living  at  Bhaugnlpore :  **  They  together  went  to  Lucknow,  and 
resided  there  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  her  husband  in  the  capacity 
of  a  household  Sepoy.  On  the  suppression  of  the  Mutiny  they 
removed  to  B4ns-Bareilly  in  Eohilkund,  where  the  man  continued 
to  serve  as  a  private  Sepoy  for  a  further  period  of  three  or  four 
years.  He  then  gave  up  that  employment,  and,  becoming  im- 
plicated in  some  case  of  theft,  he  was  sent  to  prison  for  a  year. 
JJoth  he  and  his  wife  had  become  Mahomedans  ;  the  woman 
thereupon  took  the  name  of  Zoohoorun,  and  her  husband  that  of 
Baboo  Khan.  The  man  Shurrufoodeen  happened  to  be  also  a 
prisoner  in  the  same  jail,  and  a  friendship  sprang  up  between  him 
and  her  husband.  Oq  their  liberation  Shurrufoodeen  was  adopted 
hj  her  husband  as  his  son,  and  they  all  lived  together.  What 
the  two  men  then  did  together,  was  declared  by  the  woman,  to  be 
unknown  to  her  ;  but  her  husband  again  got  imprisoned  about 
live  years  back  at  Meerut,  whereupon  the  woman  went  and 
resided  at  AUyghur,  and,  on  the  persuasion  of  Shurrufoodeen^ 
she  went  with  him  a  year  subsequently  to  Agra  for  two  or  three 
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sd  at  the  Club — attendance  small — only  k 
of  tables,  owing  to  moat  of  the 


They  then  together  came   to   TJmbilah,    and  K 
'  three  months  at  the  shop  of  a  native  butcher  or  fti 
then  went  to  Juilundhut  (while  yet  her  husband  wm  ia 
where  they  stayed  for  three  or  four  mouths  more,  that  u, 
lo  iths  at  the  terai  or  public  inn,  and  for  a  moath  at  tba 
X  of  one  SJieik  SulfooUah.     Uer  twu  now  grown-np  dan^ka 
nort  witu  nui.     ^.  foodeen  took  them  to  hia  ora 

bouae  at  Kantha  in  Tiosnj<..|,<jii.,  with  the  usual  r^'sulta.  T^ 
mother  for  this  fell  out  with  him,  and  thereupon  informed  tit 
police  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  '  killing  people  by  giving  iben 
datura  and  other  drugs,  and  appropriating  what  was  upon  lh«ii 
persons,'  and  that  on  one  such  occasion  when  sha  and  Shoim!-  | 
oodeen  had  come  to  JuUundhur,  he  went  up  to  Lahore,  by  who* 
accompanied  she  did  not  know,  and  returned  eight  days  sah»)- 
quently  with  a  sum  of  330  rupees,  and  toid  his  nephew,  Pwna, 
'  tiiat  he  had  acquired  that  money  by  drugging  a  traveller  somewiMw 
between  Uniritsir  and  Lahore,  She  had  ako  leamt  from  I^enu 
that  Shurmfoodeen  had  on  two  previous  occasions,  poiMcrd 
people  near  Meenit,  and  again,  '  now  only  about  fifteen  days  miut, 
another  man  at  a  place  eight  l-6»  beyond  Delhi.  The  vicliut  M 
this  latttr  occasion   w         J  1  the  things  obtained  fKon  liia 

were  sixteen  yanls  f  h  ff  f  m  which  tliA'ffas  are  made  (m 
article  of  apparel  \  bj  m  )  seven  yards  of  '  markeen  '  aoJ 
a  skull  tap.  Tlie  J  t  cl  ed  Th  persona  in  the  habit  of  accont- 
panying   Slmrufooi  n  tl     e   expeditions,    were    Kirpa  mJ 

Fuequetra,  bulh  "  Dh    murs  persons  of  the  fishermen  «*'.(, 

and  his  nopLew  I  t     sa  d      Some  datura  seed    powdB, 

found  in  her  bundle,  slie  iiad  got  from  Jtetrkee,  the  mother  of 
Sliurni foodeen,  to  whom  he  had  entrusted  it,  and,  on  her  acwja- 
panying  him  to  some  marriage  ceremony,  she  (Rewki^e)  bi 
handed  it  over  to  her  eldest  son,  anil  she  (2oohoorun)  'had  takta 
it  away  from  tbe  latter  unknown  to  him,  and  had  passed  it  om 
to  one  Hakim  Kluin,  the  elder  brother  of  the  Ittmberddr  os 
village  bendman — except  that  one  Eurreem  Bust  had  that  vmt 
day  appropriated  some  of  it,'  " 

Seventeen  cases  of  poisoning  were  elicited  against  ShurrufoodMn 
(insomuch  as  hud  then  yet  been  ascertained  ;)  tbe  persons  drais^ 
in  these  cases  numbered  thirty-gei-en,  of  whom  jbitiicen  penm 
i/itd  from  the  effects  thereof.  It  further  transpired  that  in  iw 
of  those  cases  eome  persons,  otlier  than  the  culprilg,  wer^  con- 
victed, of  whom  one  man,  sentenced  to  ten  years'  imprisonmeni  u 
one  of  them,  was  released  by  order  of  the  Judges  of  the  U%b 
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havinff  sfone  "  down  the  Hill "  to  be  in  time  for  Si^^^a^ 
the  beginning  of  the  drill  season.  One  of  the-^^*^*^ 
diners  became  suddenly  insensible.  An  Irish- 
man, with  a  wink,  suggested  to  give  him  some 
more  **  champagne."  He  knew  more  about  it 
than  myself,  for  I  put  the  man  to  bed,  and  sat 
shampooing  his  exceedingly  cold  head  and  limbs 
till  the  summoned  doctor  came,  and  pronounced 
the  "  patient  '*  to  be  very — too  well  supplied  in 
that  way  already ! 

ISth  October^  Sunday. — To  church  ;  a  very  small 
congregation,  so  many  of  the  season's  residents 
having  left. 

14ffe  October. — The  routine  of  to-day  was — up*®'**^® 

•^  ^  of  a  Day. 

very  early ;  office  work,  four  hours ;  bath  and 
breakfast,  one  hour;  at  my  desk  again  till  5.15  ; 
a  rapid  walk  round  Jaho^  the  whole  round,  and 
back  home  by  the  Chota-Simlah  way,  one  hour 
and  a  half  ;  then  dinner,  and  to  bed  yawning. 

Was   engaged  in   making    out    my  report    to  Abont 
Government  about    the   Sunnoreah    day   thieves,  ^^^^ 

Court,  but  that  the  sentence  of  transportation  for  life  awarded  in 
the  other  case,  seemed  to  have  been  carried  out.     Shumifoodeen 
belonged  to  the  Kussdb  or  butcher  caste,   and  was  commonly 
spoken   of  as   the    "  Butcher   of   Hooshiarpore."    A   reward   of 
500  rupees  was  ofifered  for  his  arrest.     This  was  doubled  on  the 
occurrence  of  another  atrocious  act  of  poisoning  very  generally 
attributed  to  him,  which  took  place  on  the  Prow  or  encamping 
ground  at  Bae  near  Delhi.     Curiously   enough   the   individual  Th®  <»«»- 
**  Baboo  Khan,"  mentioned  above  by  the  woman  Zuhoorun  as  her  ^f^*^^ 
husband,  and  the  accomplice  of  Shurrufoodeen,  was  believed  to  ©f^Biboo 
be  identical  not  only  with  Bdbun  in  the  case  in  Tirhoot  lately  Khan 
mentioned,  but  also  with  Bdbun,  alias  Baboo  Khan,  the  associate  ah'a« 
of   the   executed    criminal   Uzgur  AUi,   as,   indeed,   previously  B^***""- 
supposed  by  me,  inde  p.  357,  vol  ii.,  and  p.  89,  vol.  i.     (Memo : 
vuie  my  letter  to  Government,  No.  120  of  1872.) 
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tated  by  the  lately  declared  "first  rfi'srflrery" 
n  down  in  Nagpore  (cirfe  p.  262,)  their 
and  every  information  of  them,  having,  as 
said,  been  already  frequently  brought  under 
by  the  Thuggee  Department.  I  find  that 
n,  in  reporting  of  them  many  years  bact, 
x,^  the  insuificiencT  of  the  existing  laws  for 
ettectniil   procet       g  iust   them  (not    in    any 

degree  ameliorated  under  the  late  new  Penal 
Code,)  stated  that  they  were  not  arrested  in  one 
season  out  of  ten  that  they  were  oat  on  their 
expeditions,  and  that  the  chances  always  were 
more  than  ten  to  one  against  their  ultimate  cod- 
viction  when  taken  into  custody,  or  any  greater 
punishment  being  awarded  them  than  a  merelr 
nominal  one — perfect  impunity,  in  short,  so  far  aa 
our  own  courts  were  concerned.  Further,  that 
Mr.  Po/;or/-,a  magistratw  in  the  North-AVestern  Pro- 
vinces, submitted  a  report  of  them  to  that  Govern- 
ment iu  1856,  and  proposed  that  a  register  of  thost.' 
residinj^  in  British  limits  should  be  kept.  Captain 
Dijiineli!/,  the  present  eflBcient  Deputy  Inspector- 
General  of  Police,  within  whose  police  jurisdictioa 
Sunnoreahs  much  reside  (in  the  LuUntpore  district 
bordering  on  Tehree  of  Bendlekund,  their  chief 
home,)  liad  also  submitted  a  full  report  regarding 
them.  Moreover,  a  gang  of  them  was  intercepted 
by  the  local  police  at  Kaira  in  Guzerat  last  year. 
They  swarm  in  Bendlekund,  and  abound  also  in 
JJdiipor'-,  situated  therein  but  now  included  in 
British  limits.  Referring  to  their  habit  of  pavin? 
a  tax  to  certain  native  chiefs,  the  Guicowdr  being 
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prominently  one  of  the  number,  for  protection  and 
permission  to  reside  unmolested  within  their  limits, 
a  very  common  way  under  native  rule  generally, 
Sleeman  said  that  even  if  the  Guicowar,  or  the 
chiefs  of  Duttea^  Orcha^  Ghiinderee^  and  Tehree,  in 
Bendlekund,  where  Sunnoreahs  mostly  congregate 
(or,  as  I  would  add,  the  Thakoors  also  of  the  places 
in  Serohi  and  other  parts  of  Rajpootanah  where 
they  also  have  habitation,)  withdrew  their  protec- 
tion, and  should  forego  the  tax,  as  they  are  always 
ready  to  declare  they  have  done,  their  landed  and 
oflBicial  aristocracy  would  continue  the  one  and 
demand  the  other,  under  the  persuasion,  Sleeman 
added,  that  if  so  remunerating  a  people  were 
expelled  their  territory,  they  would  readily  find 
other  rulers  and  their  aristocracies  to  asylum  them 
on  like  terms,  and  that  their  expulsion,  while  it 
only  removed  the  locale  of  the  evil,  would  not 
diminish  it.  So  notorious  for  dexterity  in  appro- 
priating what  belonged  to  others,  while  beguiling 
these  by  an  assumed  air  and  appearance  of  sim- 
plicity, I  have  thought  the  Sunnoreahs  might,  in 
some  sort,  be  compared  to  the  ancient  PhcenicianSy 
so  remarkable  as  traders  under  affectation  of  fair 
dealing.  The  latter,  however,  like  the  self -scattered 
and  broadcast  Bunyas  and  Marwdree  Sahoocdrs  of 
India,  by  some  supposed  to  be  their  descendants, 
propitiated  the  goddess  of  wealth  {Lulcshmee,  of 
Hindoo  mythology,)  assigning  at  the  same  time 
honours  to  Mercury  (Boodha^)  as  the  deity  of 
merchantmen,  in  irony  whereof  that  divinity  was 
also  distinguished  as  the  god  of  all  thieves.    "S^^ 


1 
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hoo-cAr"  literally  signifies  an  hojtegt  AaieR 
bed  in  hyperbole  ;  and  Sunnoreas,  like  all  tU 
ing  tribes  in  India,  thugs  and  daooits  iDclu'd«d| 
Kalee,  called  also  Derec,  aa  their  tutelaij 
' — their  Laverna — as  Mercury,  with  wfaomtlvl 
id  says  the  latter  was  associated,  was  of 
l>ocket8  and  rofiucs." 

Fropoasd  •  F.S. — In  a  further  rcpv,-  ,  the  subject  the  following  jig 
BpMlftl  (1863,)  I  repeated  a  propo  i  long  previouslj'  made  bf  9 
^*|^^  William  SleemaD,  for  a.  n.u  sbringent  law  as  agguost  Um^ 
gJJJ^      "  incorrigihlB  Sutm6)vak» ;"  next  year  (1869,)   in  nfun^ 

tmh*  »nd  thereto,  I  stated  :  "  The  an  of  aome  SuitnArea  BratmiiM  d 
■aoh  like.  N^agpore  and  at  Kaira  in  Gu  rat  in  1867;  of  nnin  Pf^Biadli 
Brail  mint  {the  eaiue  people)  a  Lhmedabiul  in  1866;  and  TIM 
Bftdi^  (yi't  identically  the  eami  it  Serohi  in  1068  ;  the  anaata 
Sunnoreas,  from  timo  to  time,  m  the  North-West  Province*;  tU 
capture  of  tvo  )jangs  in  JigkifbMr  villages  in  the  neighbowlwij 
of  Belgaiim  in  the  Southern  Mahiatta  country,  in  1868;  llri 
very  recent  detection  of  another  gang  at  Bombay  (SepbMalMt 
1869 ;)  aud  the  reports  which  followed  from  tho  s«Ter«l  lod 
authorities,  deGcripLive  of  their  habits  aud  system,  all  comhiovU 
confirm  the  previous  experience,  that  till  such  practised  thi«TH 
should  be  declared  hahle,  on  conviction  on  the  <jeneral  rltargt  d 
habitual  association,  that  is,  "  of  belonging  to  professional  gasp 
of  rubbera  while  engaged  in  robbery,"  to  a  sentence  of  imiiritom 
rneiU  for  life,  or  for  such  limited  periods  ae  to  the  Judge  conduct- 
ing the  triid  might  seem  proper,  the  community  couM  never  faota 
to  be  relieved  from  their  depredations,  the  old  law  (Act  SI.  U 
1848,)  or  its  substitute,  Section  401  of  the  new  Indian  Pen^ 
Code,  not  being  aufficienlly  punitive  to  deter  those  particulM 
classes  of  accuslomod  robbers,  from  reverting  to  the  crime  and 
steadily  and  continuously  committing  it  in  all  parts  of  thi 
continent  of  India  in  the  manner  thuiy  have  continued  to  do  (na 
old  time.  Fri>m  tlieir  homes  in  Ilundlekund,  Rajpootanah.  and 
Guzerat,  they  siiUy  in  scattered  ]>arties  to  the  remotest  countries 
eistward  to  Oudh,  Benares,  and  Calcutta,  northwarU  to  lix 
Punjab  and  the  Himalayaa,  weatvrartl  to  the  Indus,  and  sonth- 
wnni  to  the  Southern  Mahratta  coimlry  and  the  Camatic.  .  .  , 
(iangs  of  this  people  go  out  regularly  every  year,  and  return  wili 
the  accumulated  earnings  of  the  season — tor  so  they  call  whil 
they  steal — amounting  often  to  a  considerable  value.  Thiongk 
moo/dnjaa  or  local  aganU  in  thaii'  secret^  they  are  generallT  Rsdilj 
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Xhfh  October. — What  are  dreams  ?  Only  wrought  ^'«*™"-' 
out  of  idle  fancies  during  wakefulness;  or  from 
morbid  sentimentality  ;  or  visions  invoked  by 
currents  of  thought;  or  the  phantasms  of  rumi- 
nation, as  ordinarily  accounted  for  ?  But  here  am 
I,  who  am  troubled  by  no  such  imaginings — my 
excogitations  being  of  troublous  folk  only — of 
"  questionable  shape/'  certainly,  but  in  the  flesh. 
To  be  sure,  when  I  have  played  intensely  at  chess, 
I  over  and  over  again  have  told  myself  in  sleep  of 
the  moves  I  had  failed  to  make  in  the  game  when 
awake,  and  that,  I  may  suppose,  has  indeed  pro- 
ceeded from  the  over-strained  mind  ;  but  in  the 
present  instance  there  was  no  such  thing ;  for  I 
dreamt  last  night  of  a  relative,  deceased  last  May 
at  home,  who  told  me  of  his  long  pre-deceased 

able  to  convert  their  booties  into  ready  money,  but  they  often 
reserve  some  valuable  article,  as  a  watch,  a  string  of  pearls  or 
corals,  or  a  good  ring  or  other  ornament  or  curiosity,  as  a  present 
to  the  chief  or  landholder  under  whose  protection  they  live  when 
at  home/'  To  all  this  I  added :  '*  These  details  form  the  sub- 
stance of  the  information  which  had  been  recorded  of  these  people 
more  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  they  will  be  found  to  accord  in 
the  minutest  particular  with  everything  that  has  lately  been 
'  discovered '  of  them,  the  only  change  in  their  habits  being  what 
they  were  necessarily  compelled  to  adopt  by  which  to  utilize  the 
facOities  further  afforded  to  them  by  the  introduction  of  railways. 
They  have  now  resident  confederates  (*  Mookhyas  *)  in  every 
principal  town  or  city,  and  although  the  still  dexterously  carry 
out  almost  every  robbery  through  well-trained  boys,  and  keep  up 
the  same  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  code  of  signals  before 
required  (vide  p.  264,)  they  have  now  so  systematized  their 
operations  by  means  of  the  railway,  that  they  make  the  different 
railway  lines,  distances,  and  fares,  their  constant  study  and  cate- 
chism ;  and  this  they  have  accomplished  with  so  much  precision 
and  exactness,  that  they  might  be  consulted  on  such  points  as 
safely  as  a  Bradshaw ;  and,  lastly,  they  will  never  commit  a 
robbery  after  sunset." 
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learer  relation,  that  she  was  lying  a  corpse 
:,  and  had,  as  she  died,  said  something 
o  him,  methought,  "  to  follow  her  by-and- 
i  Id  !  to-day  I  receive  a  letter  from  one  of 
iughters — mj  cousin — telling-  me  that  on 
ning  of  hia  death,  he  had  told  them  of  his 
^  hat  night,  that  he  had  met  them  all  againl 
J.    ui*n    conneuL  rever— with — fiolhing — 

except  Vainly  to  conjecture  how  my  own  over- 
night illusion  should  have  been  followed  this 
morning,  with  a  letter  from  England  on  the  Bame 
aiibjeot>  or  on  a  aubject  alhed  to  it  I 
^STthe  Sfiot  off  my  Sunndre-a  Report  to-day,  and  was 
8non4.  glad  to  be  relieved  of  it.  It  embodied  mach  of 
utoK  what  I  have  noted  down  of  the  artful  rogues  in 
Whiohto  this  Journal,  with  an  added  recommendation  thst 
the  existing  law  be  amended,  providing  severer 
punishment,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  "  approver 
system "  being  applied  against  them,  the  short 
periods  of  imprisonment  now  only  awardable, 
procuring  small  chance  of  any  of  those  convicted 
being  made,  as  in  the  Thugee  Department,  poten- 
tially instrumental,  as  approvers,  in  the  capture 
and  conviction  of  their  associates,  with  any  sub- 
stantial results  in  the  matter  of  their  repression, 
as  that  they  would  not  depredate  the  less,  and  when 
their  limited  sentences  expired,  those  convicted, 
approvers  or  not,  would  return  to  their  lucrative 
trade  with  renewed  fervour  in  proportion  to  the 
I)eriod  of  their  compelled  desistance  from  it.' 

'  P.S.— It  will    bo  remembered    tliat  I  said  of    these   pooplt 
(pp.  26-1  and  3T5,)  Ihal  tUete  was  nothing  too  valueless  that  they 
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\&th  October. — On  a  proposal  three  years  ago  to 
transfer  to  the  local  administration  our  dep6t  of 

would  not  steal,  or  however  valuable  which  they  would  not  dex-  The 
terously  acquire,  if  among  the  articles  in  view  where  engaged  in  i^effec- 
au  act  of  adroit  knavery — or  for  the  matter  of  that,  too  heavy,  if  Iggjiilf^" 
only  liftahle,  which  they  will  not  remove,  and  offhand  convey  to  against 
a  long  distance  by  their  runners.     But  looked  tenderly  upon  as  Sann6- 
petty  thieves  only — "  mere  pilferers,"  the  tendency  has  been   to  J^©**  i° 
deal  with  them  leniently.     Of  this  an  example  was  afforded  in  the  2*®  ^^\ 
case,  to  speak  of  it  only,  of  the  trial  of  the  very  men  stated  in  the  Bombftv 
preceding  footnote  (p.  378,)  to  have  been  arrested  at  Bombay,  and  I  iUue- 
will  here  quote  it  from  a  Report  from  me  of  a  subsequent  date  to  trated, 
the  Government  of  India.     It  will  be  seen  in  it^  that  the  '*  insignifi- 
cance "  of  the  articles  stolen,  was  the  point  pressed  by  the  Counsel 
for  the  defence  ;  also  that  these  **  petty  pilferers  "  were  yet  able 
to  engage  expensive  English  advocates  (solicitors  and  a  barrister,) 
to  defend  them  ! — and  further,  that  the  Judge  who  tried  the  case 
(a  member  of  the  High  Court  of  Bombay,)  paternally  let  the  poor 
felloics  off :  "As  this  Report  was  going  through  the  Press,  the 
following  illustration  of  the  leniency  and  mildness  with  which 
these  incorrigible  robbers  have  ever  been  treated,  has  very  oppor- 
tunely taken  place.    The  Sunnoreas  stated   in  the  text  to  have 
been  recently  arrested  at  Bombay,  were  tried  in  the  High  Court, 
an  English  barrister  being  engaged  to  defend  them.     The  Counsel, 
on  the  ground  that  what  they  had  been  detected  in  stealing  was 
valueless,  pointing  to  the  property  forming  the   subject  of  the 
indictment,   exclaimed,   that   the    prisoners    were    'pitchforked 
before  the  jury  on  the  charge  of  stealing  a  heap  of  trumpery 
filth  of  the  value  of  20  rupees,  and  it  was  on  an  inquiry  of  that 
kind,  that  the  jury  had  been  detained  from  ton  o'clock  that 
morning  until  five  in  the  evening ! '    The  jury  was,  very  properly, 
reminded  by  the  Judge,  that  the  mere  value  of  the  goods  was 
not  an  ingredient  in  enabling  them  to  arrive  at  their  verdict. 
They  acquitted  a  Marwdree  who  was  the  receiver  of  the  things 
plundered,  and  probably  was  the  *  Mookya '  or  the  local  confi- 
dential agent  of  the  gang,  and  found  the  Sunnorea  prisoners 
guilty  of  belonging  to  a  gang  of  wandering  persons  associated  for 
the  purpose  of  habitually  committing  theft  (Act  XI.  of  1848,  and 
Section  401  of  the  Indian  Penal  Code ;)  but  they  accompanied  their 
verdict  with  a  strong  recommendation  to  mercy,  on  account  of  the 
prisoners  belonging  to  a  strange  district,  and  not  knowing  the 
English  laws,  and  of  the  long  imprisonment  they  had  already 
undergone,  '  a  more  protracted  incarceration,*  sentimentally  advo- 
cated their  Counsel, '  than  was  sometimes  awarded  in  England  to  a 
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rs  and  approvers  (all  sentenced  moi  tmdBT 
mces,)  and  our  school  of  industry  at  JaWral-  \ 
■n   the   Central    Provinoes,    I    resisted  tlit 


^/  killing  his  wijh.'  The  Judge,  on  the  ground,  be  Mi 
prisonerB  mereig  followed  the  praetiee  of  their  n»nf^w 
wt  eotuider  it  ieraiig  to  Iki^-e,  and  bearing  in  mind  U 
!  foreigners  in  Bombay,  and  had  been  in  jul  oMt 
.  «„^i„,.„~i  ti.»_  i«  i.._i  hthoar  ioT  one  eaiendar  mi^t 
ih  Ibey  had  been  detecWd,  i 
aiaotly  described  their  sjbWB, 
of  execution  :  '  The  n^Inn  d 
;  thej  are  not  p&tiicnlu-  b  ti 
booty,  it  being  monsoon  tim, 
clothes  who  was  b^Uiiitf  it 


jiu  lecoumiug  ■.!.»  . 

Counsel  for  the  proseuutiou 
it  will  be  seen,  withoat  its  i 
Uie  articles  stolen  is  very  v 
what  they  appropriate.  The 
IS  a  lot  of  umbrellas  ;  then 


the  BAleshwur  tank.  The  man  went  to  bathe  and  left  faia 
on  the  bank,  and  when  he  came  back  his  clothes  wen  pvk 
t<^ther  with  a  lot  of  Goreinment  Currency  Notes  which  wvk  il 
the  pockets.  They  then  stole  the  brass  pote  of  a  poor  ocidj  >te 
had  jnat  come  to  Bombay  for  labour  ;  he  laid  his  pots  down  bt  t 
minute,  aud  when  he  turned  round  they  were  gone.' — 'Svw,' 
said  the  Judge  in  passiug  sentence,  '  you  must  take  vamjag  tU 
if  ever  you  come  to  Bombay  again,  yon  most  live  properly,  dj 
not  by  piifL-ricf,'  from  your  neighbours  ....  '\\Tiea  yoa  get  iia 
of  jail  at  the  end  of  the  month,  you  had  better  go  l^k  to  ttk^ 
country,  b<?i>ausH  this  conviction  may  be  brought  up  against  y.a 
in  any  part  of  Fndiit  if  you  should  fall  into  grief  again,'  "  {Tijy 
from  Col.  ]{,  rrei/'n  Report  to  the  Gmtmment  of  India,  X'o  116(k 
dated  mth  No':emh.-r  IHQ^,  footnote  p.  67.)  The  orders  inUnw- 
diatelj  passi;d  by  Government  upon  the  arrests  effected,  as  sMei 
in  the  text,  at  Nugpoie,  were,  that  "  no  exertions  abonlii  be  satiti 
to  suppress  this  fraternity  of  bom  thieves,  and  to  reclaim  t^s 
from  their  thievish  propensities — the  largest  period  of  imphM*- 
ment  sanctioned  by  the  law  should  be  awarded  them,"  and  lb 
Agent  GoviTDor-General  for  the  Central  India  Statea,  in  win* 
political  charge  Sunnflreas  mostly  re-ided,  was  requested  "k 
suggest  any  special  meaKures  for  the  repression  of  their  crins**,  -i 
the  provisions  of  the  existing  law  were  insufficient."  ((;«rr* 
ment  letter  in  the  Foreign  Di^arlnuiil,  No.  1377,  31k/  Dftm'f. 
1867.)  The  sentences  passed  on  the  Nagpore  prisoners,  ninea- 
three  in  nnmb«r,  twenty  being  boys,  wero  tiu[jrisoament  from  St 
to  two  years,  which  in  exiguous,  unprofessional  cases,  might  bt 
enough,  but  not  a  autiicient  cxampie  to  deter  /labitual  triW 
robbers  from  reverting  to  crime  on  their  release. 
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arrangement    as    long  as  I  was    able.     I  did    so 
on  the    ground  that  those  establishments  formed 
an  integral  part  of  the  Thugee  Department,  itself 
a  distinct  administration  working  imder  the  direct 
and  sole  order,  of  the  Supreme  Government,  the 
school  of    industry  our  own  creation,  the   small 
jail  our  own  erection,  and  ourselves  beholden  to 
the   several    approvers   and    prisoners   for   much 
valuable    assistance    in    our    general    operations 
throughout  the  country,  who  too,  had  been  assured, 
as  a  part  of  the  conditional  pardon  under  which 
they  had  assented  to  help,  and  continued  to  help 
us,  that  they  would  always  remain  under  the  special 
care  of  the  General  Superintendent  himself ;  also 
because  I  feared  their  transfer  to  strange  custody 
would  involve  us  in  a  breach  of  faith,  and  cause 
them  a  sore  disappointment  who  had  assisted  us  so 
much  under  that  construction  of  our  assurances. 
I  opposed  it,  moreover,  because  I  apprehended  that 
they  would  not  receive  in  other  hands,  the  same 
consideration  they  were  accustomed   to  from  us, 
.    their  ways  not  be  so  well  understood,  and  be  sub- 
t    jected  by  the  innovation  and  through  change  of 
:    their  overseers  to  new  modes  of  treatment,  which, 
:    however  considerate   in   themselves,   they  would 
^    regard  as  harsh  and  unusual,  whatever  our  own 
b    discipline  over  them  may  have  been.     The  transfer 
'    was,  nevertheless,  eventually  carried  out,  under  the 
compromise  however,  that  the  depot  should  still  be 
under  the  dispensation,  for  all  departmental  pur- 
poses, of  the  General  Superintendent,  whose  orders 
in    those   respects   would    be  carried  out    by  the 
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oflScer  appointed  to  the  charge  of  it,  and  that  my 
assistant  at    Jubbulpore,  Colonel  Ranken,  should 
continue  to  hold  that  charge,  and  the  School  of 
Industry  be  conducted  by  him  as  hitherto  in  JI 
essentials.     But,  behold  !  I  now  receive  a  proposal 
for  the  removal   of   the   said   prisoners  into  tlw 
Central  Jail  !     I  have  replied,  strenuously  opposing 
the  measure,  advancing  as  against  the  centraUoBg 
object  of  it,  that  it  was  nothing  unusual  to  exercise 
intra-mural  rule  and  authority  within  the  limits  of 
another   State,   adducing  for   my  contention  the 
example   of   accredited  embassies   located  witto 
the  domains  of  foreign  Powers,  the  distinct  ju* 
diction  exercised  within  which  was  not  claimed  of 
interfered  with  by  the  local  potentates  ;  moreover, 
that  in  our  case,  the  practice  had  existed  for  Ike 
last  thirtv-five  voars  untouched.     The  School  » 
Industry   has    been    a    very   thriving  institution! 
oovorinjTf   not    only  its  own  expenses,  but   by  its 
profits,  even  contributing,  under  the  management 
of    the     above     able    officer,    a    considerable  snm 
annually  to  the  Government   Exchequer,  and  pr^ 
senting,  as  it  always  has  done,  an  object  of  mud 
interest  to  visitors,  from    being    worked  as  it  A 
by  the    offsjn-ing  of   thugs  and  dacoits,   whoui'" 
had  boon  our  endeavour  to  reclaim. 
Claim  to        1 7///  Octohcr. — Up  very  early,  poring  over  records 
Matiny     of   IS-u  and  1858,  to  enable  me  to  give  from  th«»^ 
an  account  of  the  conduct  of  our  approvers  9m\ 
nujjeebs  during  that  eventful  period — that  iS}*! 
those  of  them    who   remained   faithful,  for  thei 
was  a  falling  away  at  some  places — for  whom  I*" 


MtHlal. 
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f  asking  for  the  Mutiny  medal !     I  find  I  am  able 

;^  to  make  out  a  claim  for  those  of  our  establishments 

.   who  took  part  in  the  military  operations  in  the 

2.  Beighbourhood   of  Jubbulpore.     I  myself   was  at 

,    that  period  in  the  Southern  Mahratta  coimtry. 

,        We  have  information  of  the  death  of  the  outlaw  Death  of 

r  Sungram  Sing^  who  had  stalked  the  Jounpoor  dis-  shTJ^id 

^  trict  so  long  with  impimity,  killing  and  plundering  Jj^^^J^. 

.  and  terrifying  {vide  p.  124,)  and  of  the  dispersion  Gang. 

;,   of  his  followers.     He  and  one  of  his  companions 

.^  were  killed  in  an  encounter  with  the  local  police 

.,   a   few   days   ago,   and    some  of    his  gang  were 

^  arrested.     Their  depredations  had  been  a  standing 

,   disgrace  to  the  district. 

18th   October. — Despatched    my  Report    asking  The 
that  our  men  be  admitted  to  claims  for  the  Mutiny  MedlS^ 
,  medal.     I  have  submitted  that  the  strange  spec-  Jj^^^^ 
-  tacle   of  convicts  wearing  war  medals^  would  notsl'*^® 

•  .  •  Thuggee 

be  the  least  of  the  anomalies  of  that  extraordinary  Depart- 
event,  itself  " a  great  anomaly";  and  that  those 
of  our  men  who  rendered  admitted  good  service  on 
that  unparalleled  occasion,  were  not  any  more 
heterogeneous  in  composition,  than  others  whose 
services  were  recognized  and  were  rewarded; 
and  I  have  instanced  among  such  recipients  of 
the  decoration,  the  scratch  corp  of  sweepers,  the 
lowest  of  people  in  the  scale  of  caste,  who  were 
jumbled  together  and  formed  into  a  temporary 
military  body  at  Cawnpore — of  whom  some  I  fear, 
"had  even  taken  part  in  the  massacre  of  our  country- 
3nen  then  recently  enacted  there — a  very  good 
atory  of  whom  was,  that  a  body  of  high-caste 

VOL.    II.  c  o 
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Dudneers  fled  at  tite  very  sight  of  tAem,  Us^ 
ihonld  be  poUated  hj  their  shadows  pod 
alliDg  upon  themselvea  I  I  have  merelj  ■) 
jush  for  the  held-ont  palm,  without  taad| 
jectation  of  concession  barring  faint  acknoW 
nents  ;  but  nothing  like  a  g-ood  scrambla 
here  1h  quite  a  run  for  the  cordon,  now  tb 

hntion  of  its  bestowal 

Nujjeebs,  in  tition  to   me  for  the  ^ 

tion,  very  api  9Qbmitt«d  that  their  aa 

during   the  were,    at    least,  aa  g« 

those  rendered  le  local  police,  to  whM 

decoration  had  i  i  extended,  **  and  wl 
strange,"  added  tn  y,  "  the  word  JVu//f#4 
(their  otvti  peculiar  denomination,)  "  ia  engi 
Upon  their  oiedala."  This  ia  a  strong  poind 
I  shall  pet  the  coveted  pendant  for  our  Xujjfl 
lOlli  Ortoher. — An  account  of  the  heavy  tre 
dacoititi  at  ilohunpoora  near  Jeypore,  last  Xo 
Ijer,  has  already  been  mentioned  (pp.  17,  31,  T' 
'  and  121,178,  vol.  ii,,)  and  also  the  result  of  tbe 
of  some  of  the  perpetrators  in  the  Lower  IdIi 
tioiial  Court,  presided  over  by  Major  Bei 
Political  Agent  at  Jeypore,  but  which  had  vet 
coiitirmed  by  the  Higher  Court  (p.  232.)  It  is 
communicated  that  the  decision  has  been  rcw 
the  return  of  the  prisoners  to  the  custody  of  tht 
been  directed,  the  Court  of  Trial  reprimandet 
declared  irregularities,  of  procedure,  of  proloi 

'  P.S. — It  was  uot  considered  suitable  to  extend  the  nc 
appr'»rr*,  and  jet  they  were  ntsuciuled  with  those  to  wbi 
was  accorded  on  the  cluinied  occasion  J 
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Lvestigation,    and     for    giving    expression    "to 
ich     harsh     opinions     respecting    a    personage 
:    the   Court,   on    insufficient    evidence/*     That 
[dividual  was,  as  I  have  said,  the  courtier  Futtehjee 
hatorcy  a  gratissima  persona  with  the  Maharajah, 
his  result  is  not,  however,  to  be  surprised  at,  con- 
dering  the  man's  influence,  and  the  pressure  put 
1  to  bring  about  the  annulment  of  his  convic- 
on.     The  wonder  is,  that  the  wukeels  sitting  on 
le  Lower  Court,  were  bold  enough,  in  such  a  case, 
>  agree  to  passing  sentence  at  all !     Assessors  Native 
^presenting  Native  Durbars,  will  join  with  us  in  hold  back 
iving  a  verdict,  but  abstain  from  consenting  to  pmShi^ 
Skss  sentences,  or  to  sign  any  warrant  for  the  ®®'^*®^*'®® 
tecution   thereof.     The  reason   for  this  is,  that 
iternational  plunderers  in  Rajpootanah,  and,  it 
light  be  added,   in   other  Native   States,  often 
slong,  as  in  the  present  case,  to  a  superior  class, 
Qd   are   even   sometimes   related   to   the   ruling 
rinces.     Of  this  I  have  given  an  instance  in  the 
ise  of  the  great  shawl  robbery  at  Nusseerabad,  in 
hich  the  principal  leader  was  connected  with  the 
uler  of  Bikaneer  {vide  p.  411,  vol.  i.,)  and  thus 
;caped  punishment.     Criminal  trials  like  that  in 
lis  "  Mohunpoora  case,"  are  exceptional,  and  are 
)nvened  only  for  offences  by  thugs  and  dacoits,  or 
y  international  plunderers  ;  they  are  held  with  the 
incurrence  of  the  Native  Rulers,  and  the  offenders 
re  tried,  under  the  direct  authority  of  the  Agent 
overnor-General,   by   British   Political  Agents, 
listed  by  Native  assessors,  or  by  a  "  Punchayut" 
r  conclave  of  wukeels  or  representative^,  ot  ol 

0  c  2 
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specially  deputed  persons  or  delegates  from  th« 
States  of  which  the  accused  are  subjects.  Thiffl 
there  is  a  powerful  element  in  the  constitution  « 
such  courts  in  favour  of  the  accused,  if  theyshodi. 
be  at  all  related  to  any  of  the  Rulers  forming  ik^j 
congeries  of  the  several  States,  or  be  a  magnatB^ 
of  rank,  influence,  and  wealth  enough  to  pifj 
handsomely  for  a4^commodaiion.  I  will  appew 
hereafter,  side  by  side  of  each  other,  the  finding  d 
the  Lower  Court  of  the  first  instance,  and  tk6 
dtrision  reversing  it  (of  which  I  have  been  ii^ 
formed  but  have  not  yet  received,)  of  the  High* 
or  Court  of  Appeal,  by  which  to  show  the  cnriotf 
mode  of  argument  remarkably  adopted  in  Natif* 
Courts  of  Justice,  when  party  spirit  runs  higi,  w 
offended  Rajah  has  to  be  appeased,  and  th* 
flagrancy  of  a  sovereign's  favourite  to  be  shielded. 

20///  Ortoher,  Stoulaij. — Very  few  at  church  ^ 
day,  for  very  few  visitors  now  remain  on  the 
hill. 

2Ls*/  October, — The  weather  is  getting  very  coli 
and  Simlah  looking  like  a  tunied-out  pocket 
Some  have  gone  into  the  interior— whether  to  the 
Choor  or  the  Shulee  highlands,  or  to  Xarl'hiM  on 
the  Thibetan  road.  This  road  follows  the  wind- 
in  ofs  of  the  mountain-sides,  is  verv  narrow,  and 
often  runs  along  long-legged  galleries,  propped] 
from  below  at  great  depths,  connecting  difficulfj 
and  precipitous  mountain  scarps,  where  foot-rooBi: 
by  which  to  pass  from  one  to  another,  could  nothj 
cut  out  of  the  sheer  rock   forming  them.    SflC^I 

'  P.S.—  F^V/e' Appendix  D. 
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":i!i<r\v:iv^  ;iro  dmiL^^n.'US,  iupI  to  lo'.'k  'l-- v;::  rr';!n 

■ 

tli.sf  «Mv:ikin;J'.  shaky,  ami  i»t.'ri'i-i'is  C"':.s*!-;?:'o:.-, 
i'lTn  ilio  awful  ahyssL'S  l»cl«.»\\'    them,  is  to  co';.:'t 
'ii/./jiifss    or   vertigo.    These    excursions    to  tli^* 
^ouiitaiiis  beyond  Siralah  are,  however,  very  ex- 
^ilaratinj? — the  snowy  ranges  superbly  facing  the 
*>^veller,  pine  and  other  forest  surrounding  him, 
^iid  deepest   hhnU   threatening   precipitation    an 
®Very  pace  and  turn.    On  one  such  visit  at  ^  Tfrrr 
Contracted  part  of  the  way  where  there  '^\?.   :,\ 
turning  or  standing  room  even  for  disTr.''.  ;r.-:- r, 
^y  shying  hill-pony  nearly  threw  both  \l':j»ri^  \:y. 
*tie  down  one  such  verv  undesiraV/.^  i/.r-.  .  .   w  \ 
it  was  through  one  of  these  very  c-a"L-'^x*!.--   -..  .: 
young  Sir  Alexander  Lawrer^cc    h\z.  'A  -.;   .-:'•    •  * 
Lawrence,)  fell  with  his  pony  iLrrr'^  y^-.;*  \-£ 
himself  and  pony  were  killtd.     K.r  :.}r    .4.'. 
ever,  crossed  the  gallery  s^r-.y.   \ 
Bitting  nn  the  opposite  eig*r  c:  :;.-. 

1  •»-«ia\   *'v    li    i    .    '  -  ' 

fl'l  :i!:'l  .i::.»v--:-.v-..    t  •   ■  •  •    •      .• 
riM-m- ;  »»::  r  v. .  .  '■•    v-  ■  •     ■ 

Vf-rv  :i!.i''  ra:'    .;-•  '■•*•■    ■■  ■ 

■ 

th»Tl.-iV.  -      VI.     V.    ■•■» 
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Uioy  give  ladies  a  deal  of  vexation,  by  , 
fre(nient  absences  when  required  for  the  1 
evening  sedan  airing,  or  when  wanted  to  q 
their  mistresses  to  ball  or  party,  or  a-risitil 
other  recreation ;  but  they  are  strong  to  Ic 
tliough  shunning  much  work  or  a  contiiiaaD 
it — and  of  fulsome  odour,  too  !  Nor  do  hifl 
like  to  be  out  after  dark,  throug'h  fear  of  i 
forest  fairies,  those  little  folk  who  they  b 
disport  at  night  season  in  their  jmiele  s 
and  mountain  recesses,  and  resent  coriositT 
p.  So,  vol.  ii.) 

23rrf  October. — We  had  a  visit  to-day  from  Ca 
Vertue,  suddenly  come  up  from  Jubbulpore,  l 
he  had  sometime  acted,  in  Ranken's  abseni 
,^  Huperintendent   of  our  Durree-khdna,  or  ten! 

iici-it  »i  carpet  factory,  as  the  Thug  and  Dacoit  Sch( 
j..ru,ftiiii  liidustry  is  commonly  called  ;  and  I  was  lAi 
fLowrj.    gi!t  from  him  the  latest  personal  accomita  oi 

L  establishment  down  there,  and  of  the  ge 
behaviour  of  the  numerous  lot.  Carefully  wal 
and  intelligence  well  kept  up  by  frequent  i 
course  among  them,  we  often  acquire  much  u 
jnfurniatian  of  the  doings  of  their  people  abi 
JIo  dined  with  us  at  evening. 
2-Vfk  Oi-toher. — What  with  office  work,  \ 
huilding.and  long  rapid  walks  round  Jako,  my  i 
exercise,  time  from  uprising  to  going  to  bed,  is 
occupied,  and  pleasantly.  Was  pleased  to  re< 
to-day,  for  my  garden  up  here,  a  fresh  batch  of] 
plants  from  my  own  stock  left  at  Jubbulpore  I 
p.  2)0,  vol.  i.)     I  Lave  a  plot  up  here,  filled  enb 
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with  the  Persian  or  "  Bussorah  Rose,"  both  red  p^^^.^^ 
and  white,  identical  with  the  sort  from  the  flowers  Bose. 
of  which  the  famous  uttar  of  roses  is  produced.  I 
visited,  when  at  Bussorah,  the  manufactory  where 
the  essence  was  extracted,  a  place  neither  clean 
nor  so  inviting  as  one  would  be  led  to  look  for, 
where  the  air  was  whelmed  with  overpowering 
fragrance.  Here,  all  we  can  make  of  the  gathered 
rose-leaves,  is  Pot-pourri^  of  which  we  possess 
some  still  strongly  scented  although  manufactured 
some  years  ago  {vide  Journal  for  1857 ;)  and  from 
wild  violets,  now  crowding  in  full  bloom  the  hill 
slopes,  a  confection  which  the  natives  declare  to 
hQ  mooffeed^  or  wholesome. 

2bth  October. — A  long  visit  at  evening  from  our  or^cu?^ 
friends  at  the  Park.  They  admired  our  grounds, 
and  the  oaks  which  abound  in  them,  delicately 
veiled  as  their  trunks  and  thicker  branches  still 
are,  with  parasitical  ferns  and  orchids,  though  now 
some  time  drying  off  from  cessation  of  the  rainy 
season. 

OflBce  establishment  in  excitement,  expectant 
of  a  recurring  set  of  holidays. — Hugh  had  some 
of  his  young  friends  to  dinner  with  us  at 
evening. 

26th  October. — We  hear  of  the  plunder  of  some  Hiehwa 
Bunyas  in  broad  daylight,  four  or  five  days  ago  on  ^P^''®^ 
the  high  road  near  Burhya  of  Goruckpore.     They  Mnrder. 
had  reached  a  crossing  within  a  jungle  when  they 
were  desperately  assailed  by  a  band  of  robbers  and 
plundered,  one  of  their  number  killed,  and  the 
rest  wounded.     Goruckpore  is  the  Teg\OTi  oi  \\i^ 
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cs  and  other  bad  characters,  to  whom  the 
te  Nipal  Terae  affords  ready  retreat, 
two  dacoities  were  committed  in  Khandddi 
lights  ago  :  (1)  at  an  early  hour  of  the 
e  village  was  entered  by  a  gang  of  ab«iil 
men  with  their  faces  bound  up,  a  second 
iin£r  posted  outside  of  it ;  they  straightwaj 


broke  open  the  door  Oi 
dng  up  from  below  a 
had    been    stowed    a 
without  fired  off  seTeri 
ference,  on  the  sound 


Fealthiest  local  resident, 
ith  axes,  and  entering, 
»w,  some  property  whi(4 
there ;  their  coveren 
itchlocks  to  deter  inter- 
ireof  the  village  w&s'ii 


once  bodily  deserted,  the  inhabitants  escaping  inb> 
the  fields  and  surrounding  ills,  "  leaving  the  entire 
village  at  the  mercy  of  ti  elve  men  " — nor  wooli 
they  be  persuaded  to  return  till  several  hours  afWf 
the  robbers  had  tied — their  disguise  and  appear- 
ance, together  with  tiie  hour  of  the  robberv,  be- 
token   they    were    KI/nikdi-'jeM,    or    possiblv  son* 

I  Kliuiijurs:* — (2)  On  the  following  night  anoiitf 
village,  lying  close  under  some  hills,  was  ent<rtJ 

!■  just  after  dark,  when  the  villagers  were  still  withoai 
it,  collecting  their  cattle;  the  dwelling  of  tit 
single  liunya  of  the  place,  was  then  broken  ini* 
with  axes,  and  property  to  the  value  of  over  IW' 
rupees  dug  out  from  three  different  places  insiii* 
and  carried  off.  In  this  case  also  the  robbers  h^ 
bound  up  their  faces,  and  they  wore  short  troastf^ 

'  P.S.^Some  of  the  stolen  jiroperty  in  this  case  waa  tnc«<l  v 
,1  rpcoiver,  an.l  ho  was  seiitpiiL-eil  to  two  years'  irnpriGoiunent,  h 
n'>ne  ol  the  luYiVin  \iftx<i  toatuxi;-^^^. 
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or  cheddies,  the  bare  part  of  their  legs  being 
daubed  with  streaks  of  red  and  yellow  paint.  They 
fired  off  several  matchlock  shots  as  they  retreated 
to  the  neighbouring  hills.  The  gang  is  supposed 
te  be  identical  with  the  last.  Some  of  the  robbers 
were,  in  both  cases,  mounted  upon  ponies,  and  this 
leads  to  the  supposition,  considered  with  the  early 
hour  of  both  robberies  and  the  statement  that  the 
robbers  proceeded  at  once,  in  either  case,  to  where 
they  found  their  booty,  that  they  were  Khmijurs ; 
but  in  other  respects,  and  particularly  in  the  matter 
of  cheddies  and  paint,  that  they  were  Khaikarees. 
Both  tribes  have  hunting  grounds  in  Khandeish,  a 
common  field  for  many  sorts  of  plunderers. 

This,  the  first  day  of  the  Hindoo  Dewdli^  pro-  ^® -jj. 
perly  Deep-ali  or  Feast  of  Lamps  (from  deep^  a  FeBtivai 
lamp,)  the   oflBce  establishment  have  leave,  and  sbnbrat 
Mahomedans  as  legitimately  as  the  Hindoos,  the    ^    *^*' 
period  being  at  the  same  time  that  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  Shiibi'dty  their  own  Festival  of  Lamps.     On 
the  former  occasion  there  is  much  rejoicing  among 
Hindoos — worshipping  of  the  cow,  consecration  of 
lamps,  libations  of  oilypoaja  or  prayers  to  Lukshmi 
the   goddess  of  wealth  and  the  married  wife  of 
Vishnoo  the  creative  power,  and  indeed  a  deal  of 
gambling,  too,  as  though  to  invoke  her  help  in 
acquiring   riches.     Oil     lights,    placed    in    small 
earthen   pans,  are   at  night  floated  upon  flowing 
waters  if  at  hand,  and  every  dwelling  illuminated. 
The  Simlah  Bazaar  flared  with  such  lights,  which 
still  burned  as  at  a  late  hour  I  again  rode  through 
it  on  returning  from  dinner  at  the  Club. 
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h(ober,  Sniulay. — Our  excellent  and  deeply 

linister,  is  no  doubt  aware  that  HeemitHt, 

Himalaya    (Imam,)  the    seat    of    ancient 

lioal  learning — where,  time   was,  Pondita 

jled — call  it  now  Simlah,  the  mountain,  w« 

jpose,  of  GaiuJharvas,  where    the   Brahsua 

m  flourished  in  the  greatest  vigour — wae  ol 

ola  time   r^y^  he  most  eseellent  of  ill 

places  in  the  universe  he    successful    devotion 

of  the  pious  (accordi  the  Sacuntald,  or  San* 

scrit  atory  of  "  The  Ring  "  ;)  but  he  wonU 

scarcely  have  realized  o  be   so  at  the  present 

date,  from  the  restrict  ongregation    assembW 

to  listen  to  him  at  ohm     i  to-day  !      But  then  »« 

are  not  Hindoos,  you  kno  ■,  though  allied  to  thea 

if  their  Aryan  brethren,  as  some  think  we  are  :— 

and  the  season  swallows,  too,  have  mostly  flown 

away! — A  long  walk  at  evening  with   Hugh  and 

his  youiig  friend   Brind — round  by   that  extreme 

end  of  Siiulah  called  Chi-Jm-n — where   we   met  on 

tlic  narrow  patliway,  a  long  string,  two  and  two, 

of  the  small  European  and  Eurasian  girls  of  ths 

nunnery  there  located. 

28'/(  Or/nhi'i: — Nobody  about,  and  all  being  quiet 
at  home,  I  began  the  day  by  writing  to  Colonel 
Reynell  Taylor,  in  political  charge  of  the  Cis- 
Sutlego  States  and  the  Warden,  I  might  say,  of 
our  frontier  in  that  direction,  where  it  impinges  oa 
Sliekiiwiltie,  on  the  subject  that  preoccupies  mj 
mind  just  now  ;  "  The  dacoits  of  Ulwur  and  Sheka- 
wiitie  are  so  connected  in  depredation,  with  thos* 
located  in  Shajuiipore  in  British  territory  and  wiih 
the    robbvira    m'ie^\!^^\c,  -ll'i-''^^'!-,  ^>vVfco,,  ^soA.  Pu((w7ii 


OlfjVb.'.T  .-Ji    ' 


woul'i    M    ; 

repioii,     I  ! 
'be  i>eopUr 
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eft  to  the  tender  meroies  of  the  cme! — 
e  was  rife  in  every  direction — it  was  coin- 
close  by,  right  and  left,  as  I  marched  along— 
were  daily  reports  of  its  occurrence — aniJ 
nchecked  prosperity  led  the  dacoits  to  extend 
iepredationa  much  in  every  direction,  W 
an.1  darly  towards  the  contiguous  frontief 
ritisli  Haiisi,  Bissiir,  Ithotnti, 

and  Bhewdnee,   the  r  tracts  in  that  direction 

of  the  territories  ret  j  assigned  to  the  chi^ 
of  Ndbha,  Puttidla,  i  heeiid,  and  towards  onr 

own  possessions  oi;  Delhi   and  Goorgaon,— 

where,  as  in  Shahjd.  in  the  latter  district,  ia 

adjoining  lUinir  terriioi  ,  in  Ji'ijjiiyre  proper,  anil 
Khetrec,  which  too  partly''  lies  in  ShekawiStie — is 
Td'ui^tHtrtj,  and  along  all  the  frontier  pointed  to 
— they  have  located  associates  and  confederation 
'  AVe  go  hundreds  of  miles  in  safety  in  enterpriseJ 
of  trade  and  traffic,'  said  a  man  of  the  countrT  to 
me,  'but  are  robbed  of  what  we  accjuire,  at  oar 
very  doors  in  our  own  country.'  Governmemii 
aware  tliat  the  Mahajuns  and  traders  of  Sheb- 
watie,  sustain  a  high  reputation  for  distant  ente^ 
prise  throughout  India." 

20fh  Oiiuhi-r. — My  office  people  being  still  abseis 

icnnciade  on  their  holiday,  I  went  on  without  interruption,  t" 

i,Jo''ii"the    tlie  conclusion  of  the  Report ;  very  glad  to  haven 

ut'sheka-  off  ™y  niind.     In  respect  to  the  robbers,  ileenai 

nine.       more   particularly,  infesting   t^hekawdtie  and  lt« 

region  round  about  it,  I  have  shown  that  they  fim' 

no  want  of  patrons  among  the  local   authoritift 

that    they  occupied   ticcnlif-sfi-en   villages  witlm  i 
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Shekawdtie  itself  and  thirty-tivo  in  its  immediate 
vicinity  (Jalroo-Patun  and  Kote-Pootlee,)  lying 
chiefly  along  under  a  range  of  intricate  hills, 
bounded  on  one  side  by  our  own  Delhi  territory 
and  on  its  other  faces  by  the  domains  of  Tijdra^ 
TJlwur^  Jeypore,  and  the  estate  confiscated  in  the 
Mutiny  from  the  rebel  Nuwdb  of  Jhujjur;  some  of 
the  said  villages  being  more  or  less  within  each  of 
those  States,  the  several  gangs  from  which,  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  penetrating  far  into  Southern  India, 
bringing  back  rich  booties  ;  and  that  Sleeman  fore- 
told that,  though  for  some  time  then  kept  under 
by  Forster's  brigade,  they  would  be  found  very 
troublesome  if  that  special  force  were  removed  or 
rendered  less  efficient.  I  have  added  to  this  :  "  It 
has  been  my  effort  to  show  in  this  Report,  that  the 
withdrawal  from  Shekawatie  of  Major  Forster's 
force  (vide  pp.  290, 293-94,  vol.  i.,)has  been  attended 
with  the  evil  consequences  predicted  of  it,  as  would  be 
admitted  by  all  acquainted  with  the  circumstances. 
The  picture  has  not  been  overdrawn.  The  country 
has  been  neglected,  and  is,  at  this  date,  infested  by 
Meena,  SooUeidcBy  and  other  robbers,  perhaps  more 
than  ever  it  was  before;  and  they  escape,  too, 
from  their  distant  raids  to  their  haunts  in  it  and  in 
the  contiguous  tracts  pointed  to,  with  utter  im- 
punity. The  few  that  have  been  seized  by  this 
Department,  are  far  too  few  to  check  with  any 
lasting  effect  the  depredations  of  the  multitude." 
I  then  proposed  a  remedy  as  an  intermediate  course 
for  present  adoption — the  employment  of  a  dis- 
tinct  officer    with   the  necessary   establishments, 
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e  direct  orders  of  the  General  Superimt€wiai, 

sted  at  the  capital  of  Shekawatie,  as  pcr- 

'odactive   "  of  some  prospect  of  the  eW 

ore  effectually  ooped  with,  or  at  least  £bu- 

To  this  I  have  further  added,  in  support 

roposition  :  "  Shekawatie  forms  the  higfc- 

the  principal  marts  of  India  on  this  side  or 

camels   laden  vrith  tht 

merchandise   of    dit  ities,     constantl  v    pasi 

through  it,  or  along  anterminous  frontier  ot 

Bikanee  r,  oo  their  way         be  great  desert  entr^Mt 

of  BheW'iiip.e,  which  lies       (onple  of  miles   beToaii 

its  northern  limits  on  the    lirect  road  to  imperial 

Delhi ;  or  caravans,  arr      i  there  from  Delhi  and 

other  upper  places,  proceed  from  Bhewanee  to  the 

far  cities    bej'ond   it.     This    remarkable  place  a 

situated  at  the  edge  of  the  great  sandy  tract  whifti, 

lociilly    culled    Jianfjw,    stretches   from    our   okd 

frontier  desert  districts  of  Hissdr,  through  Shek*- 

WiUio  on  the   one  side,  to  remote   Pdlce,  anotber 

entrepot  of  the  wilderness,  and  through   Bikaneer, 

on  tlie  other,  to  the  utmost  limits  of  Jesulmere. 

Xot  many  years  ago  but  a  small  village — described 

in  1809,  when  it  was  stormed  and  captured  by  » 

detachment  of  our  troops,  as  a   small   unimjiori-iti 

■jilare — it  hag  now  grown  into  a  large  and  populois 

city,  composed  of  rich  JIahajuns  or  their  goonuifh' 

tan  or  agiMits.     It  is  more,  perhaps,  the  habitatioft 

of  the  latter  than  of  the  principals  themselve-s.     lis 

present  population    consists  of  40,000  souls;    ti* 

place  is  daily  growing  larger,  and  its  many  martet 

streets  or   "  gunges,"  are  often  blocked   up  witii 
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bales  of  the  commodities  brought  in  upon  camels 
arriving  at  it  from  different  directions  at  all  hours 
of  the  day  and  night.  This  merchandise  presents 
an  enterprise  for  dacoits,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
traflBc,  and  indeed  of  the  entire  trade  in  that  direc- 
tion, obviously  depends  upon  its  safety  in  transit 
and  immunity  from  plunder.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance  to  free  those 
regions  of  the  people  who  waylay  those  caravans 
and  plunder  both  traders  and  travellers.  The 
regeneration  of  the  country  is  a  necessity ;  for  cer- 
tainly people  pass  through  it  in  great  fear,  and 
there  is  no  security  in  it.  This  disorganization 
may  chiefly  be  attributed  to  Shekawatie  being 
partitioned  among  several  chiefs,  all  holding  sway 
over  their  respective  possessions  and  scarcely  con- 
federated under,  or  at  best  owning  but  an  unwilling 
allegiance  to,  any  single  Ruler.  Of  this  system 
of  co-heritage,  of  partition  without  reference  to 
primogeniture,  the  Soolleidces  of  Shekawdtie  (vide  The  Sooi- 
pp.  281,  286,  vol.  i.,)  present  a  remarkable  example  sheka-*^' 
of  a  community  of  robbers  and  freebooters  sprung  ^'^*®* 
from  the  anarchy  and  confusion  consequent  on 
successive  subdivisions  of  territory  (vide  pp.  232,  System  of 
287,  vol.  i.,  and  309,  319,  vol.  ii.)  They  are  heritage, 
descended  from  a  branch  of  a  family  to  which 
the  country  originally  belonged  in  full  possession. 
Too  proud  to  labour,  and  too  poor  to  live  by  honest 
means,  they  have  long  taken  to  the  road,  and  like 
their  partisans,  the  Biddwuts  of  the  Bikaneer 
border  {vide  p.  287,  vol.  i.,)  engage  in  adven- 
tures of  robbery  in   far  countries  and  at   home^ 
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ptundflr  eTerjone  indiscriminately,  and,  Uke  tlit^ 
Jfflf  f,  are  a  pest  to  the  comnmnitj.     Gh>^ 
IB  aware,  too,  that  the  mineral  and  ohemioal 
dwis  of  the  coontrj  are  susceptible  of 
menta   which   might  infinitely  contribnte  toil 
pvosperit  J,  of  which  the  oopper  mines  of 
and  at  Birdd^r^  the  marble  quarries  of 
and  salt-pans  or  Uggwrs  of  Deedwdnah^  may 
instanced.    Birddeir  is  in  Bikaneer  territarji 
yond  the    western  frontier  of  Shekawitie, 
Deedwanah  and  Mnkrina  are  a  little  f  ariiher 
on  the  confines  of  Marw4r.    In  the  above 
work  of  renovation,  the  Bxilers  of  Jeypore 
Bikaneer  will,  if  I  may  rely  on  their 
assurances  to  myself  of  co-operation,  and  on 
expressed  concurrence  with  the  desire  of  the 
Government  for  the  effectual  suppression  of 
and  marauders  throughout  their  own  and  oA^j 
Native  States,  be  found,  I  think,  heartily  to  jo* 
if  carried  out  without  any  undue  interference  "^ 
their  own  internal  administration." 

r^op!e  of      Then  I  spoke  of  the  peculiarity  of  the  counby; 

^^^^      that  it  presented  an  inherent  vitality  inconsistfliit 
with  its   neglected  aspect  :    "  The  people  are  i^ 
dustrious  and  strong  to  labour ;  and  although  liviBj^ 
amid  lawlessness  and  rapine,  they  cultivate  th*| 
sandy  ground  in  a  manner  and  with  results  wl 
astonish  a  stranger  ;  and  although  their  towns 
villages  are  situated  at  long  intervals,  and  are 
to  be  approached  over  dreary  wastes  of  undnlal 
ridges  and  furrows  of  blown  sand,  with  oocaskx 
intermediate  tdls  or  hollows,  where  stunted  treo 
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the  khejra  and  other  camel  forage  are  happily 
able  to  grow,  still  there  is  an  appearance  of 
sturdy  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, indicative  of  traditions  of  past  prosperity  and 
of  latent  good  hopes  for  the  future.  This  is  par- 
ticularly observable  at  Jhoonjoonoo,  the  capital 
town  of  the  desert  province,  where  several  large 
but  unfinished  buildings  may  be  seen,  of  palatial 
pretensions,  all  more  or  less  left  to  be  completed  at 
some  future,  however  remote,  convenience,  or  still 
in  a  manner  under  construction  {vide  p.  305,  vol.  i. ;) 
while  the  Bunyas  and  other  residents,  Hindoos  and 
Kdim-KhdneeSf  continue  slowly  to  build  new  places, 
to  add  to  their  present  abodes,  or  to  embellish  the 
suburbs  with  new  mosques  and  temples,  as  if  a 
hope  of  greater  security  or  of  better  days  was  ever 
present  to  their  imaginations."  Then  follows  the 
details  of  the  proposed  arrangement. 

30th  October.— Sent  off  the  Report  to  the  Foreign  ^^J^';, 
OflBce.     I  have   at  least   ventilated   the    subiect,  "¥*■'*'• 

•*  ly  inao- 

and  endeavoured  to  show  that,  in  such   a  cause,  tivitj." 
"  masterly  inactivity  "  was  scarcely  commendable  : 
pace,  clever  Mr.  Under  Secretary,  writer  of  sua 
si    bona    norint!^ — Office    clerks    back    at  their 
work. 

Slst  October. — ^An  English-speaking  Madras  ser-  verbatim 
vant,  whom  I  had  brought  up  this  season  from  theanmaway 
Plains   as   our   "butler,"  and   who    and  another ^^'^^^^ 

^  N.B. — This  was  an  official  memorandum  on  the  merits  of 
British  rule  as  compared  with  the  Native  modes  of  government 
(vide  p.  217,)  in  which  the  above*quoted  expression  was  first  used 
in  support  of  the  policy  of  Sir  John  Lawrence. 

VOL.  ir.  i>  3l 
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Ma^.lra^^-e  had  behaved  very  badly,  and  together 
left  my  service  without  any  warning,  now  humbly 
writes  to  me  as  follows,  rerbathn  :  "  To  Culnell 
Harrve,  G.  S.  Tucky  Departmint.  Honorde  Sir: 
I  beg  to  inform  your  Lord  Ships  notus  geaving 
understand  that  I  am  in  wiry  gret  Disters.  Thear'- 
for  I  beg  your  Honur  will  kindly  giave  me  any 
Emplainmant  for  me ;  if  your  Honurobill  giave  me 

anv  call  I  shall  be  ridv  to  be  the  Time :  thear'for, 

•  •  ' 

I  am  Charly,  ewry  (ever?)  gretly  thinsking  of  you, 
I  am,  "  Sir,  yours, 

"  Master  Obediand  Sirvunt, 

"  Charly."* 

Cotdncw  \st  Xorember. — Weather  very  cold,  so  cold  that 
wither :  the  carpcuters  and  other  workmen  at  labour  on  our 
VlccTcx  out-houses,  feel  too  benumbed  to  be  able  to  do  any* 
s^:a*b      thinir  except  when  the  sun  is  well  high  up. 

The  Governor-General  and  his  staff  left  SinJa^ 
to-day  under  the  usual  salute. 
Coiorei         2n'l  .V<"V  ml'  /.—Sir  John  has  appointed  Colonel 
ai'i'^'pt^^d  Keatiiiire  to  officiate   as  A^rent  Goyernor-Generai 

to  IJ&''-  *■ 

pootauai..  ill  Rai]>ootanah  for  Colonel  Eden,  about  to  leave  on 
sick  leave.  The  former,  a  Bombay  officer  like  mv- 
self,  had  recently  left  Gwalior,  Avhere  he  was  Resi- 
dent, for  employment  in  Nimar  under  the  Bombay 
Government,  and  he  is  now  considerately  brought 
back  under  the  Supreme  Government. — He  is  » 
Victoria  Cross  man. 

6  F.S.—"  Charley"  went  into  jail  at  Umbala  shortly  ift* 
tliis,  for  **  obtaining,"  a  habit  he  was  somewhat  addicted  to  wbili 
with  us. 
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Zri  Sorernhfr,  Sunday. — Passed  the  eniai*  ft3"&- 
noon  in  a  long  walk  in  the  Srnlab  wix^ds.  At 
evening  scarcely  anvone  at  chsrch. 

4th  Xor-finber. — Receive  an  inq'airT  froia  th«-^='>«»^ 
Police  Chief  for  the  Central  Provinces,  irheifcer 
Brinj'irax  "  are  in  the  habit  of  conunittiag  infanti- 
cide and  of  killing  their  women  for  infideliir " ; 
also  whether  Brinjaras  "  have  a  ;7>>n>3  ana^Le-3 
to  their  tandas — what  his  statas  is  and  his  duties, 
etc." 

1  had,  as  Assistant  General   Snperintcndert  for  ^J^ 
the  Borobay  territories  some  years  a?o,  sTibmirre-i  G«y=»^ 
to  that  Government  a  report  of  the  habits  of  these  EKijtrii 
people  (ri-lf  p.  02,  vol.  i.)    It  was  printed  atd  circu-  "*" 
lated;  and  a  proposal  T  then  advocated,  of  attachina" 
a  local  police  supervision  to  each  travelHag  tandah, 
and  so  to  pass  it  on  from  district  to  district  of  its 
declared  route,  was  approved  of  from  home  and 
attended  witli  good  results  as  a  precantionary  mea- 
sure, not  only  in  Bombay  territory  but  likewise  in 
Berar  and    Xagpore    (then    under   Xative    rule,) 
where  the  same  plau  had  been  soon  after  adopted. 
The  same  system  was  last  year  resumed  in  recon- 
structed Benir,  on  the  cession  thereof  to  us  by  the 
Nizam.     This  was  lately  followed  by  a  proposal 
from  Captain  "W.   Hudleston,  the  very  energetic 
Deputy  Commissioner  down   there,  fo  colonize  the  ^^"^^ 
Brinjiiras,  to  whom  I  wrote,  on  the  question  being" 
referred  to  me  as  General  Superintendent,  that  inv«pwi» 
my  previous  notices  of  these  people,  I   had  always 
stated  that  it  would  only  be  on  tin-  introdurfion  of 
railirntjn,  that  they  would  be  led  to  a  more  civilii^ 
i>  d  2 
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I^life,  but  that  io  colonize  vagrant  tribes— 
3  or  less  of  criminal  pursuits — tbe  Thuggee 
nent  had  always  hitherto  found  it  fuHle  to 
i  it,  as  that  when  ao  located,  they  contrived 
tain  an  appearance  of  honesty  without  for- 
their  secret  vocation,  for  following  which, 
y  found  better  facilities  as  houaeholders  and 
ji        .  a,  re  mere  rovers  and  were 

suspected — the  aatt  fact  being,  I  said,  that 

they  always  managed  i  ke  their  poHce  guardians 

in  such  colonies,  their  'st  and  readiest  allien  and 

even  their  accomplices  :  *' :  you  can  manage  to  get 
over  that  one  impediment,  your  scheme  would  be 
and  is,  a  very  excellent  one ;  but  the  danger  is,  &At 
your  own  earnest  endeavoura  to  keep  and  indnw 
such  people  to  honest  livelihood,  would  last,  I  fear, 
only  while  you  lasted,  and  be  likely,  when  yon  left,  to 
relapse  and  not  be  so  zealously  sustained."  I  a!*} 
advised  that  he  should  take  from  the  naiks  or  head- 
men of  the  several  tandaha,  what  we  in  our  De- 
partment called  sillsilla  zdmiv,  that  is,  registerw 
sureties/or  each  other  under  heavy  pains  in  case  of 
default,  a  system  which  we  always  adopted  witi 
our  approvers,  from  whom  we  sometimes  also 
required  hostages. 

In  regard,  moreover,  to  these  measures  in  the 
Berars,  the  great  camping  ground  of  the  BrinjaraJ 
during  tlie  rainy  season,  I  only  lately  recorded  s 
remark  in  the  Dacoitie  Statemeuta  for  those  districts 
for  the  past  year  (1866,)  to  the  eiTect  that  the  same 
plan,  of  locating  wandering  tribes  on  waste  lands, 
was  adopted  some  years  ago  (1842,)  by  my  preiie- 
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cesser,  the  late  Sir  William  Sleeman.  He  planted  a 
colony  of  the  Budhuck  robber  tribe,  on  some  ground 
near  a  place  called  Saligramy  close  to  Goruckpore, 
on  the  border  of  the  Nipal  Terae.  He  did  so  at  the 
persuasion  of  the  magistrate  of  the  district  (Mr. 
Bird,)  who  had  been  assisting  him  a  good  deal  in 
operations  against  that  tribe,  and  he  did  not  like 
to  oppose  him,  although  he  felt  much  hesitation  in 
acceding  to  the  proposal.  It  followed  as  he  had 
feared,  that  the  measure  was  attended  with  no 
good  results  (vide  my  Journal  for  1860  :) — and  that 
as  to  the  precaution  of  attaching  a  guardian  to 
Brinjdrah  tandas,  the  "  guardian  '*  was  generally 
won  over  to  become  a  dacoit  himself — quia  custodiet 
ipsos  custodes  ?  "  The  railway  has  now,  however, 
so  detracted  from  the  occupation  of  the  Brinjdras 
as  carriers,  that  Captain  Hudlestone's  plan  of 
converting  them  into  colonists  is  opportune,  and 
may  prove  successful  if  persevered  m  vnth  sustained 
zeal  and  vigilance  by  all  his  successors.  The  great 
obstacle  to  success  is  their  deeply  rooted  prejudice 
against  any  but  a  life  d  la  bivoiuic,  from  their 
having  been  a  race  of  wanderers  from  time  out 
of  mind.  The  scheme  failed  in  the  matter  of 
Budhucks  at  Saligram.  Similar  measures  for  re- 
straining other  kindred  classes,  as  the  Bowries  of 
Moozuffumuggur  in  the  North- West  Provinces,  the 
Sdnseahs  at  Sealkote  in  the  Punjab  (and  the 
Mhdngs  on  the  Bombay  side,)  cannot  be  said  to 
have  met  with  any  permanent  success.  To  apply 
the  objection  to  the  Guardian  scheme,  to  the 
present  proposal  also,  it  was,  as  the  loe^Y  c\i\^l  c$ 
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bd  observed  of  it,  just  one  of  those 
)  which  would  be  saccesBfoI  so  long  a^  it 
ifolly  carried  out,  but  likely  to  increase  the 
M  meant  to  core  if  not  looked  well  after." 
tremler. — ^As  I  shall  hare  to  go  well  into 
:ct  of  these  Brinjaras  in  framing  my  reply 
nqoiry  regarding  them,  I  trouble  mys^ 
K.BM  a  li^.j      ,.  of  my  previoas  reporta 

of  them,  to  convey  in  this  place  some  account  of 
,  their  habits  and  waya  of  livelihood.  The  inlying 
position  of  the  Berars,  officially  designated  the 
"Hydrabad  Assigned  Districts,"  the  recession  and 
restoration  of  which  to  the  Nizam's  admiuistratioD, 
is  the  one  ambition  of  Saidr  Jung,  the  excellent 
Prime  Minister  of  that  sovereign,  from  its 
being  the  highway  between  the  territories  within 
which  the  province  is  situated  (viile  p.  04,  vol.  i^) 
made  them  from  time  out  of  mind,  the  favourite 
abiding- pi  ace  and  the  resort  of  many  predatory 
tribes,  but  particularly  of  the  GOar-Brinj-ira-^, 
the  remarkable  race  under  consideration.  For 
"  Berar,"  as  its  name  denotes,  a  place  to  rt'.-l  at — 
a  temporary  sojourn — had  always  formed  the 
"  camping  ground  "  of  these  inland  carriers  during 
the  periodical  rains ;  but  whether  the  vallev  ac- 
quired the  designation  from  that  circumstance,  or 
from  its  position  as  a  half-way  halting  place 
between  the  countries  which  envelop  it,  mav  not 
be  asserted,  its  ancient  name  ha\-ing,  I  believe, 
been  riiitkunnur  (applied  in  some  way,  perhaps,  to 
its  bificic  cotton  soil.)  It  abounds  with  eikcudee  trees 
thickly   clustered   in    its    nullahs    and    numerous 
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depressions — those  palms  from  which  toddy^  the 
common  liquor  of  the  country,  is  extracted — pre- 
senting at  once  sequestered  shelter  and  hoozy-keiis  ; 
for  these  rodeurs  indulge  in  much  drink.^  But  it 
was  a  leap  at  one  bound,  although  a  reasonable 
anticipation,  to  designate  the  assigned  territory,  as 
lately  it  was  called, "  the  peaceful  valley  of  Berar  '* 
{vide  p.  211,  vol.  ii.  ;)  for  whatever  the  good  results 
so  far,  of  our  present  tentative  administration  of  the 
province,  it  has  long  contained  and  continues  to  re- 
tain elements  scarcely  consistent  with  so  favourable 
an  opinion  of  it  thus  early,  as  abundantly,  I  think, 
already  demonstrated  in  my  several  notices  of  the 
criminal  habits  of  the  races  who  have  also  resorted 
to  it  on  crime  intent,  Meenasy  Bhatdres,  Khunjurs, 
MooItdneeSy  KkaiMrees,  Tdhinkdrs^  and  who  not  ? 
cattle  dealers,  cattle  lifters,  horse  thieves,  kid- 
nappers, false  money  coiners,  thugs,  dacoits, 
burglars,  and  poisoners  ;  and  it  was  something 
accomplished  to  have  already  cleared  out,  as  an 
outcome  of  the  new  administration,  so  many 
of  such  fellows  as  to  make  their  modus  vivendi 
in  Berar  to  be  well  thought  out  by  them  before- 
hand {vide  Postscriptumy  memo.  p.  213.)  But 
the  Brinjdras  still  congregate  there;  and  how 
convert  or  dispose  of  them?  They  are  the 
chief  criminals  of  the  territory,  and  the  time  has 
admittedly  arrived   *'for  some  decisive     line   of 


7  P.S. — I  look  npon  it  that  our  slang  expression  shindy 
drunken  broil  or  a  row — {ex  gr.,  "  Don't  kick  up  a  shindy/*)  came 
from  India,  and  was  derived  from  thendee,  at  once  the  palm  and 
the  liquor  obtained  from  it,  just  as  hoozy-ken  is  derivable  from  the 
Persian  booio-khdnOy  a  cup-room  or  TrinkhallA, 
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regarding  them."  Twenty-three 
ace  in  Berar  last  year  (1866,)  of  wbtdi 
one  half  were  ascribed  to  Brinjaras,' 
ey  thickly  poptilate  Berar."  The  inde- 
le  race  are  well  known  to  be  in  the  hsbtl 
jying  grain  to  the  sea-coasts,  and  bringing 
It  on  their  retnm.  In  the  former  capacity 
.jy  iit>  I  that  is,  birrinj  or  ymin 

carriers ;)    in    the   lai  Lambdnee^,  or    properly 

Lmmrias  (that  is,  lotcn        salt  carriers.)     For  tbe 
alternative  commodity,        y  are    in  the  liabit  of  ( 
visiting  the  great  sa  at  Sambhur  in  Jeypore  j 

territory,  the  many  other    ggurs  or  salt  deposits  in   ' 
other  distant  places,  and  tne  salt-pans  of  Deedwan*  * 
and  Bhurtpore  {vide  pp.  88,91,  92,  vol.  i.:)  "Th«T  ■ 
Thdr        are,  therefore,"  as  a  previous  Report  from  me  goes 
5^^^.    on  stating,  "  attended  for  the  purpose,  sometimea  ' 
anoa.        |jy    immense  droves    of  pack  bullocks,    and  their 
irregular    march  through  the  country,  invariably 
presents    a  long   straggling   line  of  men,  women 
and  cattle.     Their  progress,  too,  being  slow,  and 
their  encampments  generally  in  some  jungle  tracl 

*  P.S. — The  returns  for  the  present  year  (1867,)  shoved  nine- 
teen acta  of  dacoitie  by  Brinjaraa  in  Berar  alone.  In  Igfig  Unt 
nuiQber  was  considerably  added  t«.  In  1869,  iho  tribe,  heisg 
more  tlosely  watched,  was  better  behaTcd. 

'  P.S. — According  to  tho  local  Inspoc tor-Gene tal  of  Poliw, 
there  were  51,000  Brinjarahs  in  Ilowr.  All  tho  lov-ol  disUirt 
officcra  reported  very  iinfuvourably  of  tliL'm  :  "Tiiov  havi." 
reported  tlio  Cliiaf  of  lliu  Police,  "  great  i>luk;k,  and  the  people  cf 
the  country,  who  have  none,  never  resist  them.  Tho  tnjuble  a  fe> 
had  TandaliB  give,  is  very  great.  They  will  not,  if  they  can  help 
it,  encamp  near  a  village,  but  choose  remote  ejiots  in  the  miJ-'i 
of  the  jungle,  where  they  can  remain  unwatcheii."  {Polire  Ad- 
minulralwn  Bqioii/or  the  llydrabad  Aseigned  Districtn/or  ISft?) 
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or  desert  waste,  they  find  ample  opportunities  for  ^*®^^^*'®' 
following  their  secret  vocation  of  dacoitie.  Some  trating 
able-bodied  men  of  their  number  are  easily  able  to 
strike  off  from  the  direct  line  of  their  advance, 
rapidly  perpetrate  dacoitie,  and  rejoin  the  march 
or  the  encampment  by  the  early  morning  with  their 
booty,  without  detection.  So  often  did  this  occur 
in  the  eastern  districts  of  Bombay  territory,  march- 
ing along  with  the  Nizam^s  frontier,  that  I  found  the 
plan  of  attaching  escorts  or  guardians  to  them 
while  in  British  limits,  very  considerably  to  check 
them  in  their  evil  habits,  and  the  subsequent 
adoption  of  the  same  measure  by  my  predecessor 
in  these  more  central  districts  "  (I  was  then  writing 
from  Jubbulpore,)  "  has  had  the  same  beneficial 
effect  {vide  p.  403.)  The  great  diflBculty,  how- 
ever, is  in  keepiTig  the  police  guards  from  colluding  of 
with  the  robbers  {vide  pp.  191,  192  :)  but  in  re-  over 
cently  requesting  the  local  authorities  of  Hydrabad  ®™* 
and  Nagpore,  and  of  the  Saugor  and  Nerbudda 
territories,  to  persevere  with  the  system,  I 
suggested  that  as  these  people,  when  really  engaged 
in  honest  purposes  of  lawful  trade,  could  not 
object  to  any  measure  that  would  expedite  them 
on  their  journey,  the  police  guards  made  to 
accompany  them,  should  only  be  on  duty /row  heat 
to  heat  of  their  respective  posts,  and  be  desired  to 
require  each  tdndah  or  drove  to  accomplish  the 
distance  with  every  convenient  haste.  These  are 
measures  altogether  necessary  for  restraining  these 
otherwise  very  useful  people  in  their  more  question- 
able habits,  without  checking  them  in  what  should 
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Tribes  of 

untenBlblo 
PuriQitt. 


•de  be  their  honest  and  lawful  puraaiU. ', 
rag  are,  in  Southern  India,  more  commonlj^l 
Lmcduas  or  Lumbnnees ;  both  terms  liters 
ignify  their  ostensible  vocation,  namelj,^ 
ers  of  grain  and  conveyers  of  salt  (trijaj 
.)  They  form  most  valuable  auxiliarieetei 
my  commisBariat  with  troops  in  the  field.  4 
ie  on,  as  Colonel  WellealeT,  ■ 

was  dependent  entirei;         )n  them  for   supplies  ia  ' 
his    early  campaigns  i        he    Southern    MahralU  • 
country.     Tbey    are  in       ligion    Hindoos ;    but  in ' 
Central  India  there  are      vo  robber    classes,  who, 
although  they  are  Mah     ledans,  closely  resemble 
Brinj&fas    in  appearance  ind  occupation,  uamelf 
the  Moultdnces  and  the  (       gras,  both  ramificatioBli 
of  one  and  the  same  tribi  ,  but  who  do  not  inter-  • 
marry,  and  they  have    1    eir    own    distinct  slang 
languages.        Both,      like      the      Brio  jJrahs,     aw 
wandering  tribes.     The  MooUdnees  chiefly  convey 
grain,  opium,  and  other  articles  of  consumption, 
and  visit  the  eastern  sea-coast  of  Ganjam  for  salt, 
cocoa-nuts,  etc.     The  Chiigras  bring  salt  from  the 
inland  salt  lakes,  and  from   the  Surat    sea-coast, 
and  a  portion  of  the  latter  tribe  deal  in  cattle,  with 
large    droves  of  which    they   travel  about    in  all 
directions.     I  have  met  them  in  Southern    India: 
but  when  so  engaged  they  are  not  to  be  identified 
with    a    race    of    similar    aspect   called    Clidrum* 
similarly   occupied,    and  who    again    are    Svidoot 


'  P.S.— The  same  race  described  to  be  in  the  habit  of  dotn^ 
violcoceto  tUeit^taonawhenvindat  Teseutmeut  (pk^c  p,  19^  toI.  i) 
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{vide  p.  19,  vol.  i.)  All  these  people  are  dacoits, 
more  or  less,  as  opportunity  offers,  and  are  in- 
cluded under  the  same  system  of  surveillance  and 
convoy  proposed  by  me  for  the  Brinjdrahs.** 

And  in  an  earlier  Report  I  said  :  "  Many  again 
are  cattle-stealers.  Some  sections  of  the  tribe 
deal  in  cattle,  stolen  no  doubt,  with  large  droves 
of  which  they  are  often  to  be  met,  when  the  same 
facilities  are  presented  for  robbing  and  evading 
detection.  Of  these  cattle-dealers  several  tandas 
have  but  very  recently  passed  into  the  Southern 
Mahratta  country  from  Khandeish.  Others  kid- 
nap children,  a  part  coin  false  money ;  and  some 
are  Thugs.*  In  short,  they  are  everything  in  that 
way  that  opportunity  will  permit  them  to  be. 
The  Brinjaras  form,  however,  a  distinct  race  of 


The  "  Chdruns "  who  travel  about  as  traders  pointed  to  in  the 
text,  were  described  by  nie  as  follows  : — 

"  69. — Ckdruns  are  traders,  travelling  about  with  large  droves  of 
pack  bullocks.  They  visit  the  Konkun,  where  to  make  their 
purchases,  which  to  convey  and  dispose  of  in  the  interior.  They 
also  bring  down  large  herds  of  cattle  from  Ouzerat  and  Malwa, 
"which  they  sell  as  they  travel  along.  They  are  also  called 
Sarahs,  A  great  many  of  them  reside  in  Kattyawar.  Each 
man  is  armed  with  a  spear,  a  sword  and  a  buckler.  They  have 
the  same  appearance  as  the  Brinj4ras."  (Vide  No,  59  of  printed 
List,  prepareii  by  Captain  Charles  Hervey,  Assistant  General 
Superintendent,  of  Seventy -one  Wandering  Predatory  Tribes^  with 
their  occupations,  both  ostensible  and  real) 

^  Thugs  of  the  Brinjdra  class,  were  in  the  habit  of  strangling 
their  victims  with  the  noose  or  lasso,  which  Brinjaras  to  the 
present  day  dexterously  use  in  entrapping  cattle.  With  unerring 
aim  they  fling  this  rope,  a  thick  sort  of  whip-cord,  over  their  horns, 
and  thereby  reduce  the  most  refractory  animal  to  immediate 
submission.  My  predecessor,  Sir  William  Sleeman,  believed  that 
the  robbers  described  by  Herodotus  to  ensnare  and  strangle  way- 
farers by  similar  means,  were  the  Thugs  of  those  old  dA;^%« 


) 
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Brinjirah  beings,  and  are  remarkable.  Their  quaint 
Women,  and  physiognomy  must  often  occaaion  remark  Oi 
the  part  of  an  European  observer — the  intelli' 
gent  countenances  and  wiry,  strongly-knit 
frames  of  the  men,  but  ill  according  with  Uteir 
mean  and  scanty  attire;  while  the  fantasticil, 
parti-coloured  costume  of  the  women — their 
generally  from  shoulder  to  wrist  completely  encased 
in  bracelets  of  bone  or  ivory,  or  of  a  particoUr 
kind  of  wood-shells  and  coins  curiously  stnaij 
round  their  necks,  and  hair  ornamented  in  like 
manner — gives  a  strange,  flighty  appearance  tt 
the  natural  wild  air  of  their  always  expreaan 
and  sometimes  good-looking  faces.  Except  that 
owing  to  the  circumstance  of  the  two  difleKOt 
quarters  of  the  globe,  their  occupations  may  ttxj, 
I  think  these  Brinjdras  or  Lnmbanees  are  vwj 
much  to  be  compared  with  the  gipsies  of  Europe. 
I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  learn  from  any  of 
them  as  to  their  real  origin,  or  from  whence  tfeef 
came.  They  do  not  seem  to  bo  aware  of  anj 
circumstance  from  which  they  can  date  eitha*! 
stating  that  they  have  always,  from  generation  » 
generation,  been  khdnaJiAitih-di'sh  '  house  on  back,' 
that  is,  ofnojiTi'dhomes.  Their  marriage  and  othff 
ceremonies  difier  from  other  peoples'  ;  their 
notions  are  odd,  their  religion  undefined  ;  thej 
have  a  peculiar  dialect  understood  only  amon^ 
themselves — twanging  of  Guzerattee — thongi 
generally,  they  can  fluently  speak  the  language 
of  each  tract  they  visit ;  they  do  not  intermanr 
^¥itll  other  'peo^\e  •,  \jW'3  Vwtt  vo.  ao  fixed  abodes. 
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though  they  will  often  have  their  tdndas  or  en- 
campments, in  a  single  neighbourhood  for  a  long 
time  together;  they  note  the  stars,  take  omens, 
and  rigidly  observe  them ;  and  their  singular 
women  would  scarcely  seem  to  belong  to  such  men, 
from  their  very  dissimilar  appearance,  but  whose 
quaint  dresses  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  vanity 
on  their  part,  but  rather  as  an  index  of  the 
tendency  of  their  minds,  exhibiting  a  wildness  of 
air,  in  harmony  with  the  real  condition  of  their 
habits  and  feelings.  As  good  wives  and  true^  they 
are  as  remarkable  as  the  Piriddree  females  were  the 
contrary.** 

6th  November. — Hugh's  holiday  over.  He  is  now  Personal, 
so  much  better.  I  buy  the  pony  Jim  Grow  for  him, 
and  make  him  an  advantageous  offer  if  he  passes 
the  Higher  Standard  Examination  in  Hindostanee 
in  twelve  months  hence,  to  be  doubled  should  he 
do  so  in  six  months.  His  two  young  friends, 
Jones  and  Thompson,  dined  with  us  last  night,  as 
did  Napier,  Assistant  Deputy  Commissioner  here, 
(the  younger  of  the  twin  sons  of  Sir  Robert  Napier,) 
a  great  shikaree. 

7  th  November. — Hugh  packed,  and  ready  to  be 
off  to  rejoin  his  regiment  at  Morar.  Write  home 
to  send  his  brother  to  the  Royal  Naval  School,  to 
be  followed  by-and-by  by  the  next  boy.' 


•  P.S.  1891. — It  happened  otherwise  with  both :  nor  did  Hugh 
pass  till  long  over  time,  but  he  was  in  the  following  year  appointed 
on  probation  to  the  1st  Punjab  Cavalry,  now  the  First  or  Princo 
Albert  Victor's  Eegiment  of  Punjab  Cavalry,  and  to  which  be 
still  belongs  with  Staff  Corps  rank  of  Ueut^naiiVC^AoxksSL 
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e  left  OS  t^ 


fiovemher. — Good-bye,  Hugh  !     He  1 

n  his  pony,    accompanied  by    his  two   dogj 

fij*  and  Jim,  and  by  his  big  stag-hound.     H| 

1     fresh,     strong,   and     in    restorod    hesltk^ 

3d  with  him  as  far  as  the  6?a/t  leading  dort 

ill,   and  then   turned  in    at  Malleson's,  WM 

at  that,  far  end  of  Simlah,  where  I  stayed  H 

tninent  part  in  the  J«t» 

ease  last  year— wa&  thoughtful  writer  of  tki 

truth-telling  Ued,  .      ,       e(  on  the  outbreak  of  tW 

Mutiny,  but  for  which  t     got  into  trouble — ia  nnt 

at  the  head  of  the  %       tory  Commission — anditf 

establishing  a  reputation  as  an  author,  being  n-< 

gaged  in  publishing  a  work  which  will,  I  thialj 

be  very  popular — "The  French  in    India" — tW 

proof-sheets  of  which  he  had  just  received  froeJ 

Longman  and  Co.,  and  showed  me.  ' 

One    most  concerned,   was  very  tearful  at  tii* 

lad's  empty  seat  at  our  dinner-table. 

9(/t  Nort'mhci: — Commenced  dismantling  oar 
house  preparatory  to  our  own  flight  in  the  wiiit<^r 
Hold  office  out  in  the  sun.  My  European  clerk- 
Mr.  Cleraenta,*  sent  us  a  fine  and  very  plmnf 
,  maiion^l  pheasant  which  he  had  shot  close  by  c^ 
house,  a  splendid  specimen  of  that  superbh 
plumaged  bird. 

lOlk  Nooembcv,  Sunday. — At  church  oui'quondaB 


*  P.S. — This  nealoas  young  felloir,  who  as  a  child  i_  _ 
Mntiny,  cscapcil  tbc  general  iti-vsocre  of  all  Europeans  rasidiBf  ■ 
Delhi,  by  hidin;^  among  the  bull-nishps  in  the  canal  cmt«i>i« '^ 
the  city  walls,  was  substqueiitly  dnjivned  iii  the  Ganges,  in  n^c* 
vouring,  against  advice,  to  awim  across  the  laplds  at  Uaidirii. 
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Jubbulpore  missionary,  Mr.  Bebschy  officiated  at^'jf^®^ 
the  service,  and  preached  the  sermon  (with  de-^bsoh. 
cidedly  Gei*man  accentuation. — A  telegram  from 
home  announces  that  Garibaldi  and  his  volun- 
teers had  been  defeated  with  great  loss  by  the 
papal  troops  close  to  Kome,  and  himself  and  3000 
of  his  followers  taken  prisoners. 

Wth  November. — Laid  up  with  a  very  bad  cold,  Personal, 
chest  affected  and  very  sore  ;  so,  directly  the  office 
people  knocked  off  work,  I  took  a  succession  of 
Locock's  Pulmonary  Lozenges,  recommended  by  a 
friend,  shut  up  the  house  and  went  at  once  to  bed. 

\2th  November. — Rose,  freed  of  the  rheum  ! 
The  remedy  proved  infallible,  but  the  incli- 
nation was  to  lie  by. — A  long  visit  at  luncheon 
from  a  kind  friend  from  the  Park,  to  whom  I 
displayed  my  wealth  of  carbuncles^  collected  here 
and  there  in  my  occasional  visits  •  to  Kajpoot- 
anah. 

\^th    November. — The   house  has  been  stripped  '^P^^ 

*  *^        disman- 

of  all  curtains  and  carpets,  furniture  covered  over  tied, 
and  piled  in  the  centre  of  each  room ;  store-room 
locked  and    sealed   up  ;    also  all  wardrobes,  cup- 
boards and  drawers  ;  and  the  whole  premises  put 
in  readiness  to  be  left  in  charge  of  the  single  man 
who  is  to  keep  watch  and  ward  over  all — generally 
only  the  gardener,  a  hillman  ;  and  few  ever  have  Fidelity 
occasion  to  complain  of  any  misfeasance  on  the  Men  as 
part  of  those  custodians  during  their  absence  in  o^e- 
the  plains.  ^^^^ 

A  running  kind  of  walk  round  Jako  at  evening, 
in  the  heel  and  toe  fashion  of  foot  racers — ^in  my 


nnristed. 
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case  alike  agaioBt  time  as  a^^inst  the  coM ;  ftf 

the  air  becomes  frosty  towards  evening,  andtb* 
day  closes  so  early  now,  that  it  gets  quite  dark  I'j 
the  time  I  have  reached  no  farther  than  the  tun 
in  the  round  by  Cbota  Simlah. 
A  \Mh  Nocember. — I    have  an  anecdote  of  dacoitie 

by^MU^  to  narrate.  It  has  cropped  up  in  reaearchingsoBM 
wntX  records  in  connection  with  the  question  of  theTraet 
Lawsandresponsibilityof  village  watchmen  for  lool 
robberies  (vide  p.  332,  vol.  i.,)  and  will  bear  besl 
here  told.  The  particular  outrage  was  the  deedflf 
some  Mhdng  Bukkwdlddra,  orjagliag  as  they  are  »l»» 
called,  a  class  of  village  watchmen  of  low  caste, 
hereditarily  employed  as  such  in  the  Mahrattadi*- 
tricts  of  the  Bombay Presidency.and  reported byme. 
Mhing  when  Thuggee  Officer  down  there,  to  be  prof  essionil 
^Vf'*'-  gang  robbers  of  a  dangerous  kind,  but  to  engas* 
ill  the  crime  only  occasionally,  and  then  generall; 
only  when  necessitated  to  do  so,  under  the  sTsiea 
which  prevailed  of  compelling  compensation  froa 
the  hereditary  village  watch  for  robberies  com' 
raitted  in  their  beat — a  robbing  of  Peter  to  pa; 
Paul  withal  1 — a  pernicious  system,  as  compeUiiif 
men  to  commit  crime  for  the  acta  of  others— anJ, 
as  explanatory  of  it,  I  must,  before  I  go  on  witi 
the  story,  here  give  what  I  had  oflBcially  stated  ot 
it:    "What    the  Mhiings"  are  in  Southern  Luli* 


k 


'  P.S. — "  Tlie  Millings  have  from  the  enriiest  perioJ  been  hr!J 
in  tho  lowest  estimation,  taking  tlieir  iJoaition  in  the  social  so)' 
Iielow  tlie  DhiTs,  from  whoso  hands  they  will  eat,  but  wbo,  - 
return,  hold  theniiiolves  contiminated  hy  partaking  of  food  Jt*'««'I 
IjyaMliftng.  Assotiiition  with  one  of  their  numhor  entaila  poUuiv'* 
to  bU  dthet  u&atea.    01  Uv«h&  tVt«  Butlaadliidr  Mhdng  preoenU  1^ 
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namely,  Bakhwdlddrs  or  village  watchmen,  the 
Meenas  their  congeners,  however  higher  in  social 
condition,  are  in  Eajpootanah  and  in  the  country 
bordering  on  Ulwur,  where  they  are  the  recognized 
village  *  chowkeedars,'  and  it  was  the  same  evil 
system  that  obtained  in  both  countries,  by  which 
both  Mhangs  and  Meenas  were  required  to  make 
good  the  property  robbed  within  the  limits  of  their 
charges,  that  originally  led  them  to  resort  to  the 
same  means  by  which  to  be  able  to  do  so,  that  is, 
by  ducoitie.  My  predecessor  reported  of  that  sys- 
tem, that,  *  calculated  to  encourage  crime,  it  was  a 
favourite  one  among  Native  Rulers,  as  it  relieved  The 
them  from  the  trouble  of  investigation  and  fur- ©I  vniaga 
nished  the  means  of  reimbursing  the  plundered  biuty  for' 
party   if   the  subject  of  a  Government  powerful  ^^ 

enough  to  demand  it,  without  expense  to  the  State.' 

emomaly  of  exhibiting  the  worst  and  the  best  features  of  charac- 
ter. On  the  one  hand  he  is,  when  persecuted,  the  most  daring  and 
restless ;  on  the  other,  if  well  treated,  quiet,  faithful  and  obedient 
to  orders.  As  his  name  implies,  he  is  a  tuaieJiman,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  protect  from  violence  the  village  under  his  charge,  as 
well  as  the  idnda  or  caravan  of  pack  bullocks  whose  escort  he 
undertakes."  (Report  on  the  Mhangs  of  the  Kolhdpoor  territory  by 
Lieut.  Charles  Barr  of  the  Kolhdpoor  Infantry ^  1852.) 

''Mhang  Ramoosees  or  Rukhwald&iB,  are  village  watchmen, 
receiving  certain  village  huks  or  rights,  for  the  performance  of 
such  duties.  They  undertake  to  track  up  all  robbers,  failing  in 
which  they  had  from  old  custom,  to  make  good  half  the  amount 
plundered,  to  be  able  to  do  which  they  tooutd  go  and  rob  elsewhere. 
They  are  very  dexterous  in  colouring  and  passing  off  brass  and 
other  metals  for  gold.  Abounding  everywhere  in  the  Poena, 
Kolhapoor,  Satt^rah  and  Ahmednuggur  districts,  and  in  the 
Moghullai  or  Nizam's  territories.  Reported  last  year  from  this 
office,  to  be  addicted  to  dacoitie."  (  Wandering  and  other  Predatory 
Tribes  infesting  the  Bombay  Presidency ,  by  Captain  Charles  Hervey^ 
Assistant  General  Superintendent  of  the  Thuggee  Department^ 
1852.) 

VOL.   II.  ^  ^ 
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I  eport  from  myself  of  a  prior  date,  of  Ae 

1  3gs  as  dacoits,  in  which  I  questioned  a  iso- 
sure  which  in  a  manner  obUged  men  to  rob  others. 
by  which  to  provide  the  means  for  paring  cgb- 
pensation  for  robbery  committed  within  thevilUp 
limits  for  the  safety  of  which  they  were  responaiUl. 
the  pemicioQS  results  of  which  were  so  erides^  I 
expressed  a  hopo  modification  migrlitie 

introduced  in  a  aystem  that  enforced  compolsorr 
payments  from  village  watchmen,  for  robberw 
within  their  range,  prompting  them  thereby  totk 
crime,  undertaken  by  themselves  or  through  otfcea 
It  may,  certainly,  be  a  question,  whether  thegn* 
dual  wearing  away  of  a  system  of  absolute  resp* 
sibility,  such  as  exists  in  Native  States,  mavB* 
foster  that  very  spirit  of  combination  in  robba? 
which  I  allude  to.  A  gang  formed  of  TiD»p 
watchmen,  would  be  unlikely  to  despoil  a  vill»p 
under  the  protection  of  their  relatives  and  fellc 
clansmen,  so  long  as  the  loss  must  be  made  e»'^ 
by  the  latter,  but  the  temptation  would  be  greal-f 
when  that  inevitable  compensation  could  be  evair: 
or  was  remitted.  But  these  men  were  not  alfi''' 
restrained  by  such  considerations.  If  they  bi^ 
refrained  from  committing  robbery  in  a  villu' 
under  the  charge  of  their  fellow-watchmen,  wbid 
although  geuerally  the  course  of  Meenas,  !»■' 
not  always  been  the  practice  of  Mhangs,  therein 
numerous  instances  on  record,  as  on  the  part- 
Meenas  particularly,  in  which  they  have  depf*- 
dated  in  districts  of  which  the  village  guards  wtf 
not    their    clansmen.     Our  loss  of   hold  over  y* 
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class  naturally  disposed  to  plunder,  and  the  necessity 
to  which  individuals  of  it  were  driven  to  follow  robbery 
by    the  resumption  of  their  village  rights,  have 
been  particularly  dwelt  upon  in  an  earlier  allusion 
to  this  practice  of  compelled  restitution  from  here- 
ditary village  guardians,®  and  it  may  be  worthy  of 
consideration  whether  the  inducements  such  as  I 
have  described,  by  which  such  persons  are  com- 
pelled to  revert  to  crime,  may  not  be  removed. 
The  attention  of  officers  at  the  Courts  of  Native 
States   in   which    compensation   continues   to    be 
exacted  from  village  watchmen,  might  be  directed 
to  the  question,  if  it  should  not  be  desired  to  sub- 
ject   our    own  districts  to  their  reprisals." — "^^^^nemw 
above   exemplifies   one    of  the  evils  of  the  KliSj  ^^}}^ 
system^  before  animadverted  upon  in  the  present  System, 
diary  (vide  pp.  314,332,  333,  340,  vol.  i.:)  and  here 
then  is  the  story. 

A  gang  of  hereditary  village  watchmen  of  the  J^^oitie 
Sattarah    country,    was    invited    down   into    the  ^^^"^^ 
Southern  Concan  by  the  Sir-Ndik  or  headman  of  wnp. 
the  Mhang  watchmen  of  Chiploon,  to  plunder  down 
there.     The    enticed    robbers    descended   for  the 
purpose  by  the  pass  leading  into  that  lower  country, 
called  the  Byroo  Ghat.     Two  houses  adjoining  each 
other  inside  of  Eln^shwur,  a  town  in  the  Rutna- 
gherry   district,  were  indicated  to  them  to  loot, 
and   they    very   soon  accomplished  the  business, 
obtaining  thereby  a  large  booty,  each  dacoit  ap- 
propriating whatever  he  had  laid  hands  upon,  as  is 

'  Mountstuart  Elphinstone  on  the  territories  conquered  from 
the  Peishwdh. 

E  6  2 
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usual  with  this  particular  class  of  robbera.  T^ 
were  not  pursued  at  the  time,  but  were  enffendll 
make  their  way  back  up  the  monntains  bj  Ifcl 
Bame  pass  by  which  they  had  come  down.  lUr 
plunder,  which  consisted  principally  of  woi^ 
articles,  was  so  heavy,  that,  for  the  pnrpoM  »l 
quicker  escape,  they  en^ged  se-veral  men  frmi 
villag'e  at  the  fool  ■  e  pass,  to  assist  them  il 

its  conveyance  to  the  upper  couDtrv.  Thev  bi 
reached  Tdrlah  in  the  Sattarah  territory,  wba 
unexpectedly,  five  or  six  days  subaequently,  tk 
said  Sir-Naik  appeared  there  accompanied  Iff 
three  parties  of  sepoys  of  the  Line,  and  traitorooaT 
caused  the  arrest  of  several  men  of  the  tribe,  »i» 
happened,  however,  to  have  had  no  part  in  ti* 
dacoitie — and  along  with  them  the  seizure  alsoci 
two  females,  one  of  whom  was  the  youne"  wifeci 
an  influential  member  of  the  gang",  then  him*- 
quite  a  young  man,  who  afterwards  became  a  Nt' 
of  great  celebrity  among  Mhangs.  He  assembie- 
and  harangued  his  people,— were  thej  to  beafn* 
of  the  sepoys,  and  no  rescue  of  his  wife  attempW" 
They  were  persuaded  by  him  to  try — he  would ieti 
them  ! — The  sepoys  had  encamped  at  a  tempi'. 
within  which  they  held  their  prisoners.  Th*' 
were  attacked  by  an  infuriate  band  at  midnigki- 
Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  the  tribe,  with  loa! 
shouts,  rushed  resolutely  upon  them  with  drsw^ 
swords.  Two  of  the  sepoys  were  at  once  cut  down- 
but  the  disciplined  guard  stood  to  its  arms  ari 
opened  a  siniirt  tire  upon  its  assailants,  two  o: 
whom  Vfere  shot  dead,  and  a  third  badly  woundrt 
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at  the  first  rush.  This  threw  back  the  banditti, 
and  put  them  to  flight  without  succeeding  in  their 
object.  The  male  prisonera  were  thereupon  taken 
on  to  Sattarah  and  were  there  incarcerated  for  a 
short  period;  but  the  women  were  prudently  let  to 
go  by  the  wary  Havildar  of  the  guard.  I  brought 
forward  this  robbery,  when  it  became  known  to 
me  at  a  date  long  subsequent  to  its  occurrence,  in 
Tiew  to  the  conviction  of  the  Ndik  or  leader  who 
had  prompted  the  attempted  rescue,  and  for  the 
sake  of  an  example  to  the  tribe  on  my  first  taking 
up  operations  ajrainst  it.  The  trial  was  beset 
with  difiiculties,  owing  to  the  lapse  of  time,  and  to 
the  chiff  evidence  as  to  the  attendant  circum- 
stances, centring  in  the  Jaghiredar  of  Tarlah,  to 
summon  whom  to  the  Court  at  Belgaum  of  the 
Political  Agent  of  the  Southern  Mahratta  country, 
who  tried  the  case,  required  consideration  on  ac- 
count of  his  age  and  debility.  Conviction, howover, 
followed,  and  the  dacoit  was  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation for  life.  Tlie  gang  that  cummittud  the 
robbery,  consisted  of  twenty-three  village  watch- 
men, wlio  wore  ready  enough,  it  will  be  sec-ii  to 
perpetrate  it  in  a  jtlace  oui  oj  tfitirfirn  'i,„l  nf  flic 
Uatf  I'f  ih-ir  j'rlhir  rtammen  iihort-  th>-  <!l,tl(x  jn 
view  to  evade  the  inevitable  ]»aymeiit  of  conipcri- 
■atinn  it  they  should  indulge  in  the  pastiitie  up 
there  ;  and  tliat  the  motive  of  the  Sir-\ilik  nf  ll,,) 
lower  country/'/- y'/.«'/,;/,i;  if,  plainly  was,  to  serm-e 
reward  for  tlie  anticipated  easy  arrest,  with  tli.ir 
iMJoty,  of  those  he  treaclierously  had  simimoned  to 
commit  it,  and  with  the  additional  hope  too,  that  by 
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facing  tl  em  with  that  inevitable  reqairement  froa 
himself  (payment  of  which  from  him  he  felt  sm 
would  be  foregone  by  the  authorities  iu  considcn- 
tion  of  his  own  prompt  action  and  affected  leiL) 
he  might  squeeze  U  from  them,  with  the  design, 
probably,  of  himself  appropriating  it  I ' 

\bik  November. — A  birthday  duly  observed  by» 

present  of  a  pair  i  gs,  made  of  tiny  wliifc 

river  shells,  from  a  design  conveyed  to  a  jeweDer 

at  Calcutta. 

of'S^'^"*      The    Commander-in-Chief  and  staff,  and  Ladr 

wiUiam     Mansfield — left    Simlah    to-day,    the    hills   rever- 

berating  the  Mountain  Battery  ealnte  from  Jmogb. 

Woti''  '^^^  masons  and  some  of  the  carpenters  at  work 

on   our  out-houses,   bodily  absent   to-dav  !     Lik* 

children  from  a  day-school,  they  keep  away  on  ti* 

merest  whim  or  truancy  of  the  moment.     To-d*T 

the  seven  absentees  had  seven    diiTerent  reasons 

for  not  coming  to  their  work  :  one  had  won  a  be: 

of  four  annas  (sixpence,)  and  wished  to  spend  that 

money  ;  a  second  desired  to  perform  shnid  or  pr> 

'  r.S.— This  system  of  Kliiij  and  village  resronsiltility  has,  I  hi" 
already  said,  btcn  coniporid  to  llie  cuaiom  of  our  Saxon  progenitors, 
lit  holding  the  "  Hundred  "  resixmsihlc  for  property  plaiiJtf4 
within  tlioir  limitB  :  "It  has  a  twuiency  to  excite  the  commuoiij 
to  afisiat  in  prcvenlinf;  and  tieteettJig  crime,  as  well  as  in  witmiuiK 
tho  iiilitthitauls  of 'viUiiHes  from  harbouring  ilcsj>erate  ehatac'ir-"^ 
.  ,  .  The  inhabitanta  of  a  village,  where  a  crime  is  porpetr.it«I,»n 
expected  to  exert  themselvcri  to  detect  and  seiao  the  offender,  "■ 
pnrsne  hia  tracks,  to  follow  and  Lrin/- Lini  to  justice,  aud  »b«« 
they  fail  to  prove  in  a  meaBure  from  wlience  hi^  came,  /o  be  rrtp^ 
tihhfor  the  jfored  ralue  of  pToperiij  carried  of,  uiilefg  e^o^Kott^ 
eirrumtttJicet  in  //letr  faciAiT  are  diciled  on  inceftim^io^" 
(Ffotnole  ill  Coloiiel  llerrey'i'  jirinled  Repori  l,i  the  Gocfrnmenlff 
Jv'lia,  Fi>rei;rn  Deparirnertt,  Xo.  1100  A.,  da/e/i  30//,  A'or^mhf 
1869,  yara.  132 — "  Kfulj  Hu-kt  an  addilUmal  incentive  to  erim.'"^ 
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,  pitiation    of  the  manes  of  someone  deceased,  an 
.  oft-recurring     sentiment     however     remote     the 
,  lamented  bereavement ;  a  third  had  lost  his  wife 
,  and  didn't  know  where  to  find  her,  generally  a 
very  blundering  excuse  ;  the  fourth  had  a  stomach 
ache,  a    common  subterfuge,  though  a  frequent 
,  occurrence ;  a  fifth  had  been  summoned  by  the 
police — what  for  he  couldn't  say ;  a  sixth  wished 
to  stay  away,  a  very  sensible  and  the  most  believ- 
able plea  ;  and  the  seventh  didn't  like  to  be  spoken 
to  by  the  head  carpenter,  who  was  no  better  than 
he  should  be — and  certainly  no  better,  as  to  that 
matter,  than  himself  ! 

16th  November. — His  desk  was  next  to  mine  in^j*®^***'^ 
the  study  chamber,  our  last  term  at  Addiscombe ;  a  feUow 
tall,  light-hearted,  joyous  youth,  full  of  hopes  and 
expectations  from  the  thoughts  of  our  then  soon 
going  out  to  India,  He  passed  out  for  the  Infantry 
a  few  below  myself,  and  joined  the  Bengal  Army  ; 
myself   that   of  Bombay.     Six  years  later  I  met 

J C in   Scinde,  in  the   days  before  its 

conquest.  I  was  pitched  on  the  bank  of  the  Indus 
outside  of  the  Residency  enclosure  at  Hydrabad,  in 
command  of  Outram's  escort  of  the  Scinde  Irregular 
Horse,  to  which  corps  I  had  then  lately  been  nomi- 
nated **  second  in  command  "  (in  the  place  of  Paget 
Clarkey  killed  in  the  then  recent  disastrous  action  in 
the  Nuffoosk  Pass.)  He  had  come  down  the  river 
by  boat  from  the  upper  country — in  those  early  days 
the  quickest  way  of  accomplishing  the  distance 
down  from  Mooltan  to  Hydrabad,  with  the  river  in 
flood  as  it  then  was,  though  often.  hazi^TdLOxy^  %  ^\A 
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quicker  even,  it  may  be,  than  in  the  hereafter  bj 
railway — and  he  passed  a  oonple  of  honrs  in  my 
tent  before  hurrying  on  his  way  down  to  Kurradiea 
and  Bombay.    He  was  doing  well,  in  the  fulneB  of 
life  and  of  hope,  bright  and  weU-liking;   vu 
Jiolding   a  political  appointment    in   the  Upper 
Provinces ;  on  his  way  home  now  on  leave,  to  briif 
back  the  joy  of  his  heart    We  were  not  ihrowi 
together  again,  and  I  saw  him  no  more.    SonM 
years    since,    he    committed     suioide.      A   fev 
days  ago  an  English  woman  was  found  here  lyiaf 
dead,  on  a  common  ehdrpdi  or  native  bedstead, 
all  alone  in  one  of  the  smaU  places  behind  titf 
native  bazaar,  miserably    clad,    emaciated,  piti- 
able, unkempt,  and  unwept.     Presently    piondlf 
attended    to,   and  placed  within   a   coffin,  thosB; 
remains  were  conveyed  to  sepulture  in  the  ceme* 
tery  away  down  there   {vide  p.   70.)     The  body 
was  that  of   his  widow.     She  had  led  a  strange 
life,  and  few  knew  of  her  being  up  here,  or  of  h& 
identity.     To-day  her  effects  were  sold  by  auction 
at  the  cutcherrj — some  rabbits  and  a  couple  of 
small  dogs.     0  vita  misero  longa  1  felici  brevis  ! 

17th  November. — Scarcely  a  dozen  persons  fomwd 
the  congregation  at  church  to-day.  Mr.  Slater,  thij 
Principal  of  the  Jutogh  School,  officiated. 

18th  November. — We  learn  of  a  heavy  dacoitiei 
the  highway  in  the  Ahmedabad  District,  on 
night  of  the  14th  instant,  in  which  treasure  to 
amount  of  17,000  rupees  was  acquired,  2200  ragi 
being  recovered,  but  no  further  particulars  h 
been  coiDirL\3LXi\^^\>^dL*    "W^  were  aware  of  two  gs 
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of  Meenas  being  out  in  that  direction,  and  we  lay 
this  affair  to  one  of  them,  like  the  earlier  case  by 
the  same  class  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
{vide  p.  448.) 

Captain  MacGillivray,  the  Police  Superintendent  SaliiUe^' 
for    Canara  in   Southern   Bombay,   reports  :    "  I  ^,^g*^ 
recfret  to  state  that  dacoitie  is  very  much  on  the  Bombay 

Territory. 

increase  in  the  Southern  Mahratta  country."  He 
attributes  this  revival  to  the  withdrawal  of  our 
executive  agency  from  those  parts  ;  says  that  the 
Khaikaree  and  Lumbanee  tribes  had  been  particu- 
larly active  ;  that  several  late  bad  cases  of  the 
crime  in  the  Dharwar  district,  were  committed 
almost  entirely  by  Lumbanees,  and  that  this 
tribe  was  at  present  'ke'pi  under  no  surveillance  such 
as  formerly  existed^  and  the  consequence  was  an  iu' 
crease  of  robbery  (vide  pp.  403,  409,  411,  vol.  i.)  "  I 
trust,"  adds  that  oflBcer,  "  that  through  the  aid  of 
your  Department  and  its  means  of  obtaining  good 
information,  these  depredations  may  once  more  be 
put  a  stop  to."  This  is  complimentary.  Our  re- 
moval from  those  parts  was  occasioned  on  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  local  police,  to  whom  exclusively, 
it  was  left  to  cope  with  the  crime.  Of  the  Lutti^ 
bdnees  I  have  lately  noted  much  {vide  p.  403 ;) 
and  of  the  depredations  of  the  Khaikdrees  several 
instances  have  also  been  narrated  earlier  in  the  pre- 
sent year's  diary  {vide  pp.  347,  350,  vol.  i.,  and  166, 
257,  296, 392,vol.  ii.)  Similar  references  have  come 
in  from  the  Kulludghee  and  Dharwar  authorities, 
as  well  as  from  Berdr  in  respect  to  the  Khaikarees 
infesting  that  police  charge.    In  my  first  Beport 
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irt  om  of  the  habits  of  this  vagrant  tribe   as  systematic 
its      dacoits,  when,   as  Assistant-General   Superinten- 
mita   dent  for  the  Bombay  side,  I  first  took  up  operations 
[t       against  them,  and  submitted  a  full  account  of  the 
•       race,*  I  said  :  "  What  will  be  regarded  as  the  most 
astonishing  feature  in  the  system  observed  by  these 
^    consummate  robbers,  is,  the  unbounded  licence  with 
^      which  they  have  divided  and  subdivided  the  whole 
country  into  divisions  and  districts,  a  family  or  col- 
lateral branch  of  the  tribe,  being  appointed  to  each 
division,  and  a  leader  to  each  district ;  and  this  he 
is  able  to  call  his  own  *  preserve,*  being  that  into 
which,  according  to  their  laws  and  restrictions,  he 
alone  is  allowed  to  conduct  a  gang  for  the  purposes 
of  robbery,  to  the  exclusion  of  everyone  else.     They 
do  not,  however,   always  confine  themselves  to  a 
single   tract   of   country,   for   being   altogether  a 
wandering  class,  they  move  about  from  district  to 
district ;  but  they  will  not  attempt  any  affair  in 
the  quarter  of  another  gang,  unless  able  to  do  so 
clandestinelv,  that  is,  without  the  co^fuizance  of 
the   leader    practising   in   that    particular    tract. 
Sometimes    a     gang    not   having   met   with  very 
profitable  opportunities  in  their  own  line  of  coun- 
try, and  getting  information  of  a  place   promising 
booty  in   another,  will,  if  they  find  they  are  not 
able  to  undertake  the  enterprise  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  gang  in  whoso  subdivision  the  place 
may  be,  send  word  to  the  leader  of  the  latter  and 
apprize  him  of  what  they  are  about  to  do,  when, 
perhaps,  both  gangs  will  join  hands  in  the  unde^ 
taking;    ot,  m  o^d^Y   to  secure  a  share  in  iha 
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booty,  the  leader  to  whom  the  particular  *  district* 
appertained,  will  lend  two  or  more  of  his  own 
dacoits  to  the  invading  leader.  Thus  there  is  the 
spectacle  of  a  rapacious  people,  most  systematically 
and  cleverly  pursuing  a  trade  of  robbery  unchecked, 
in  the  heart  of  our  districts,  to,  I  may  safely  say, 
a  formidable  extent. 

Being  led  by  the  present  references,  to  a  recol- 
lection of  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  inveteracy 
of  these  Khaikarees  as  dacoits  and  robbers 
generally,  and  of  the  tenacity  with  which  they 
held  to  the  pursuit,  I  have  a  long  hunt  for  it  to- 
day in  our  records  before  sending  these  down  the 
hill,  as  also  through  the  old  misU  or  files  of  our 
proceedings  in  Khaikdree  cases,  and  I  here  give  The  Lop. 
it.  I  frequently  had  occasion  to  bring  to  notice  Sing! 
that  nothing  but  the  severest  punishments  would 
deter  the  vicious  race  from  reverting  to  crime ; 
that  as  often  as  released  they  had,  without  excep- 
tioiiy  returned  to  it ;  and  that  no  severity  short  of 
perpetual  banishment  or  imprisonment,  was  suffi- 
cient to  daunt  or  intimidate  them.  A  gang  of 
nine  persons  of  the  tribe  had  committed  a  dacoitie 
on  the  house  of  a  wealthy  Bunniah  at  Karinjah  in 
Berar,  at  that  time  under  native  rule.  On  their 
arrest  with  some  of  the  plunder,  the  Ndib^  or  chief 
native  magisterial  officer  of  the  district,  had  each 
man^s  nght  hand  chopped  ojf,  and  then  let  them  go. 
No  sooner  recovered,  than,  as  stated  in  my  Report, 
"  they  returned  to  dacoitie,  and  had  been  commit- 
ting it  ever  since  !  Long  known  to  the  Thuggee 
Department  as  the  ^  Lop-handed  gang '  {hath  kUth 
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girroh^)  they  had  contrived  to  evade  every  pursuit. 
But  being  last  year  in  the  neighbourhood  of  thar 
haunts  and  obtaining  information  of  them,  I  had 
the  gang  closely  followed.  The  pursuit  lasted  for 
two  months,  till  at  length  they  were  discovered  in 
the  heart  of  the  Xizam's  country.  Some  loose 
characters  of  a  neighbouring  village  favoured  the 
robbers,  but  the  leader  and  one  man  was  neverthe- 
less seized  ;  the  rest  escaped,  and  one  man  only  of 
the  lot  had  died.  The  leader,  one  Sirsa  NaiquSj 
will  now  be  a  most  valuable  approver.  The  list  of 
his  robberies,  since  he  lost  his  hand,  is  a  long  one." 
He  was  admitted  to  approvership. 

19th  Xovembtr. — Have  replied  fully  to  the  refe- 
riDjans.  rences  about  the  Brinjdrasy  embodying  the  informa- 
tion of  them  already  noticed  (vide  pp.  92,  vol.  i,,  and 
403  to413,  vol.ii.)  In  regard  to  the  inquiries  directed 
to  me  respecting  their  females  and  the  alleged  prac- 
tice of  infanticide,  I  reply  :  ''In  one  of  my  Reports 
res|.tctiiig  the  tribe,  I  observed  of  their  women, 
that  as  eood  wives  and  true  thev  were  remarkable 
(rith  p.  413.)  Thus  either  their  code  of  honour 
must  be  good,  or  the  penalty  exacted  from  the  un- 
faithful wife  very  terrible.  Judging  from  general 
acquaintance  with  the  subject,  I  should  say  that 
the  punishment  is,  as  among  most  barbarous  tribes, 
(hath,  and,  according  to  my  information,  that  the 
unfaithful  wife  is  killed  among  the  Goar  Brinjaras 
of  your  provinces  irhen  the  hirth  of  an  infant  has 
been  the  result.  This  idea  of  satisfying  revenge  is 
a  very  refined  one,  which  makes  them  wait  to  be 
able  to  take  t\so  Xvn^'^  m^tead  of   one,   let  alone 
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that  of  the  adulterer  if  he  is  known.  But  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  practice  of  their  killing  infants 
lawfully  bom,  whether  male  or  female.  It  may  be 
that  some  may  occasionally  practise  female  infanti- 
cide, for  I  know  that  Brinjaras  are  ready  pur- 
chasers of  kidnapped  children,  particularly  of  girls ; 
and  I  have  often  thought  that  I  remarked  that  the 
physiognomy  of  their  adult  males  differed  materi- 
ally from  that  of  their  grown  women  {vide  p.  413,) 
and  that  this  might  be  accounted  for  from  their 
females  being,  perhaps,  the  offspring  of  other 
tribes  or  people.  The  transference  to  them  of  kid- 
napped children,  is  generally  carried  out  when  the 
tdndas  are  out  on  their  distant  journeys  with  grain 
or  salt.  The  Nuths  of  Hindostan,  and  their  coun- 
terparts the  Beriahs  of  the  Central  Provinces,  of 
whom  you  also  inquire  (both  itinerant  show-people 
— ^males  procurers,  women  courtesans,)  are  gener-  Kid- 
ally  the  kidnappers ;  but  the  Brinjdras  themselves  cSESin ' 
will  do  a  little  in  that  way  too,  when  the  opportu- 
nity is  good,  as  their  droves  pass  by  inhabited 
places.  Other  kidnappers,  so  to  call  them,  are  the 
*  Megphunnah  Thugs,'  a  class  of  wandering 
mendicants,  who  go  about  as  Byrdgees  and 
Fucqueers,  and  strangle  or  poison  parents  for  the 
sake  of  their  children,  whom  they  sell  to  the  first 
string  of  Brinjarahs  whom  they  may  meet  with. 
We  have  lately  had  instances  of  this  kind  of 
Thuggee,  both  men  and  women  joining  in  such  foul 
deeds  {vide  p.  127,  vol.  i.)  In  their  villages  these 
people  are  called  Ndiks,  and  have  certain  village 
duties  to  perform,  as  of  watch,  doliver^  oiTXi^'aa».%^^> 
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etc.    Bat  in  respect  to  theJTiillb  and  their  ooBgwn^^ 
tke  B^riakM,  ikeam  prefer  to  dispoBe  of  tiie  bqtl 
onlr  vhom  tber  brnve  kidnapped,  retaining  flift  fUbj 
to  be  reared  to  what  their' females  are.    Inporiill 
two  or  three  years  ago,  that  I  attribnted  tbe 
of  the  reported  cases  of  the  destmotion  of 
in  the  Central  ProTinoes,  locally  ascribed  to 
or  Bh^riahs,  as  the  deed  rather  of  fffclves  w 
form,  that  is,  of  the  people  called  Biriahs,  lAon 
I  on  my  part  regarded  to  be  the  real  monsterSy  Ab 
returns  of  death  '  by  wolves  *  which  I  had  institatei 
down  there,  showing  that  more  girls  were  csnifli 
away  than  boys,  whereas,  it  was  well  known  tW 
if  wolves  had  a  preference,   it  would  be  fir  bo/^ 

*  P.S.^Maik  to  wbftt  the  difierence  between  the  aspntel  I 
"  Bh^      and  the  B  without  aspintion,  in  the  aboTe  two  woidfli  m^hiL 
'^*^"  *    The  ooincidenee  of   nmikritj  between    the   two   deognnaip 
*^Bcr^  "  pi^^P^  ^  lackadaisical  and  remiBs  policeman,   readily  to  attnWi 
a  child- '    the  bewailed  loss  of  an  infant,  to  an  animal  rather  than  to  a  sa! 
a(«aler.      And  as  to  the  preference  among  beasts  of  prey  for  male  daiBtiBi 
over  female,  the  cat  in  wait  for  birds  will  rather  spring  upon* 
cock  bird,  though  female  birds  may  abound  nearer ;  and  the  i(f^ 
will  choose  a  gander  from  a  pen  fnll  of  geese,  or  prefereDtiiH^ 
select  a  cock  from  its  roost  out  of  the  several  hens  on  the  sib* 
perch  !     So,  when  I  have  been  out  with  a  hunting  cheetah^  wliiA 
^'^T'lT^  I  frequently  used  to  bo  when  quartered  at  Poonah,  wheie  ti« 
Cheetah     ^^o^^her  officers  and  myself  joined  in  keeping  one,  it  was  ahnji 
to  be  observed  that  the  moment  the  leopard  was  unhooded  iw 
spied  the  herd  of  antelope  we  had  been  stalking  for  the  sport,  bi 
singled  out  at  a  glance  the  finest  buck  of  the  lot — generally  the  loli 
lord  of  the  troop— though  hundreds  of  sleek  does  might  pass  fm^ 
tically  close  to  him  when  once  he  exposed  himself  to  their  Tiewfrf 
declared  his  malefic  purpose ;  for  he  would  stead&sUy  reject  tlitf 
all,  and  only  end  the  chase  by  the  capture  at  last  of  the  ehoMi 
victim  appointed  by  him  at  first  sight :    not  that  he  was  ahnjp ; 
successful,  for  occasionally  the  nobly  striving  prey,  whose  "liV 
round  tears  coursed  one  another  down  his  innocent  face  in  pitootf 
chase ''  the  while,  would  outrun  and  escape  his  terrible  pmM^ 
and  it  wo\Ad  V\ve^  \y^  Vi^^aaxdous  to  approach  the  baulked  and  li* 
sulky  beaat,  \rQ\,v\\iA&  V^\«t  ^wiSA  \»  iJ^ij^  ^sqaa  more  to  hfl*' 

him. 
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Then  with  regard  to  Gooroos  (of  whom  too  JOM^^^^I 
inquire,)  it  is  a  common  practice  among  Brinjdras 
to  retain  a  family  Brahmin  or  priest,  whether 
GooroQy  GosdeUy  or  Byrd{jee.  This  individual  has  a 
sacerdotal  character  and  status  among  the  tribe. 
He  lives  in  the  common  tanda  when  they  have 
settled  in  their  periodical  "  Berdrs  "  or  camping 
grounds,  and  as  he  is  bom  among  them  too,  such 
persons  are  all  but  Brinjdras  themselves.  But 
there  may  be,  and  often  is,  when  the  tribe  has 
numerously  flocked  to  the  same  vicinity,  a  single 
*  consulting  Gooroo '  to  two  or  even  three  tdndas. 
He  is  resorted  to  by  them  on  all  occasions  of  im- 
portance, not  only  of  a  family  nature,  as  of  mar- 
riages, births,  alliances,  contracts,  carriage,  etc., 
but  also  as  to  the  most  propitious  route  to  be  taken 
when  the  season  for  travelling  comes  round,  and 
as  to  their  expeditions  of  dacoitie,  etc.  Thus  these 
Oooroos  are  held  in  high  estimation,  and  they  thrive 
accordingly.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  a  Gooroo 
is  necessarily  kept  up ;  but  only  that  such  a 
person  should,  as  a  general  practice,  be  resorted 
to  for  counsel,  if  it  is  wanted  to  do  anything  en 
regie:'  • 

'  P.S. — In  a  Report  to  the  Government  of  India  of  a  subeeqnent 
date,  I  stated  of  these  Brinjdras :  "  These  once  very  fonnidable 
robbers  have,  by  a  system  of  convoy  and  surveillance,  brought  to 
notice  in  a  previous  Eeport  {vide  pp.  403, 409,  411,)  been  in  a  great 
measure  restricted  of  late  to  their  more  lawful  pursuits  as  carriers ; 
but  owing  to  the  large  number  of  men  who  accompany  their  droves, 
and  to  their  wandering  life  and  occupations,  they  often  acquire, 
nevertheless,  as  observed  by  Captain  Ward  in  his  Report,  x>eculiar 
facilities  for  committing  robberies  and  conveying  their  booty  tK^ 
long  distances  in  comparatively  a  short  time,  mVi\iO\i\>  ^<&\/&^\hsycL» 
To  restrain  a  people  in  other  respects  so  very  u&elvxY  V>  ^<&  ^tl^t^ 
community,  ia  worthy  of  every  effort,  and  1  caxoiot  Vio  «Xt«gj5^1 


Some  Records  of  Crime. 

ig  thus  delivered  myself  of  otir  "  infonni* 
tion,"  let  it  be  from  a  tendency,  perhaps,  or  caB  il 
what  you  will,  that  I  have  said  ao  mach  o.jiiw: 
these  people,  it  would  be  but  fair  to  quote  somf- 
thing  here  in  their  favour,  from  others  not  so  biased 
as  possibly,  imputed  to  myself  from  the  natan 
of  my  duties.  I  wiU  transcribe  here,  therefoft 
BiAop      what  good  Bishojj  "lad  recorded  of  them: 

ngardiuK  "  We  passed  a  large  encampment  of  '  Bzinjarees,' 
"^*^*  OP  carriers  of  grain,  a  singular  wandering  race. 
who  pass  their  whole  time  in  transporting  tiii 
article  from  one  part  of  the  coantry  to  another, 
seldom  on  their  own  account,  but  as  agents  fw 
more  wealthy  dealers.  They  move  about  in  largt 
bodieg  with  their  wives,  children,  dogs,  and  loade! 
bullocks.  The  men  are  all  armed  as  a  protecnVt; 
against  petty  thieves.  From  the  sovereigns  vA 
armies  of  Hludostan  they  have  no  apprebensioai 
Even  contending  armies  allow  them  to  pass  affll 
repiiss  safely,  never  taking  their  goods  without  pu> 
chase,  or  even  preventing  them,  if  the^-  choose,  frcn 
victualling  their  enemy's  camp.    Both  sides  wiselj 

Bdvocate  tte  measures  of  prevention  already  noticed.  WJiOt  ni- 
Wfiyi  and  olhp.r  improved  mearn  nf  conveyance  in  pnxrrest  i»  H* 
irar.ta  travened  by  them,  shall  be  completed,  their  oeeiipati-m  • 
eairiers  icill,  in  a  great  degree,  he  gone,  and  to  hare  imprlled  tir* 
meanichile  tofortaka  crime  might  greatly  eoniiuec  to  tfitir  not  tha 
reverling  to  it.  I  have  before  stated  that  they  do  not  inhabit  it; 
particular  region,  but  may  be  said  to  roam  over  the  entire  conu- 
neiit  of  India.  Dtiriny  the  rainy  season,  however,  their  tindti  x 
encampments  may  more  generally  be  met  with  in  unfrtqtieatoi 
epots  in  Central  Imlia — in  the  BerArs,  in  His  Highness  the  Ji'iau'i 
tiTritories — rilso  alonf;  the  eastern  frontier  of  the  Bombay  Pivs- 
denay." — {Taken  from  Cotoni'l  HeTwy's  Report  to  the  Forttj* 
Office,  No.  1160  A,  dated  3Q(ft  A'oyem6w  1869,  para.  78.) 
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ftgree  to  respect  and  encourage  a  branch  of  in- 
dustry, the  interruption  of  which  might  be  attended 
with  fatal  consequences  to  both.  How  well  would 
it  be  if  a  similar  liberal  feeling  prevailed  among 
the  belligerents  of  Europe  ;  and  how  much  is  our 
piratical  system  of  warfare  put  to  shame  in  this 
respeot  by  the  practice  of  those  whom  we  call 
barbarians !  '*  ifih.  xxxiii.,  page  144,  of  vol.  it.  of 
Ueber^s  Journey.') 

2(Hh  November. — With  very  great  regret  I  hear  De»tii  of 
rf  the  death,  on  his  way  down  to  the  coast,  of  Eden. 
Colonel  Eden,  the  very  capable  and  much  esteemed 
Chief  of  the   British   Agency  for  the  States  of 
Bajpootanah. 

Our  baggage  carta  left  to-day,  taking  away  the  Serrmti 
office  records  and  our  own  belongings.  My  office  sH^Jli, 
people  also  went  down  at  the  same  time,  and  the 
most  of  our  servants.  Bazaar  shopkeepers  stopped 
the  way,  however,  clamorous  for  money  owed  by 
the  latter  for  supplies,  but  for  the  wrangling 
created  by  whom  till  appeased,  there  might  earlier 
have  been  some  peace  and  quietness  left  us :  yet 
even  then  forgotten  things  had  to  be  sent  off  to 
catch  op  the  convoy,  and  then  at  last  the  noise 
ceased,  and  silence  reigned. 

The  trussing  of  our  new  kitchen  range  having  Tiw 
been  begun  with  to-day,  the  workmen  claimed  aS'sS. 
distnbutioo  of  sweetmeats,  for  lurk's  sah,  on  the  iS.. 
occasion ;  but  as  this  buhhrsk  was  also  claimed   ^^ 
when  the  first  doorway  was  put  up,  and  the  gift 
was  thankless  then,  every  one  absenting  WA? 
'*"^.*^*  j°"°"^°^  ^V'  f  demurred  to  a4m\\.  tV^ 
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present  right  to  the  iodnlgence,  owing  chiefly  M 
their  repeated  absences  on  the  merest  pretew* 
bat  it  made  them  pleased  to  get  it.  For  so  il  'n- 
an  oblation  at  the  commencement  of  evervthisf. 
whether  when  the  first  trench  is  dug-,  and  so  oo  w 
above  ;  or  when  a  journey  is  commenced,  von  \* 
foot  on  a  ferry-boat,  or  start  upon  any  venture" 

The  appointments  to  the  force  for  Abrssim* 
were  received  here  to-day  from  Bombay. 

2\st  November. — According  to  tlie  Tiiiu:i  ly/iw'j 
of  the  loth  instant,  Eden  lately  bad  a  sfvot 
attack  of  apoplexy,  but  had  so  far  recovered  as » 
be  able  to  leave  Mt.  Aboo  with  the  inteati« 
of  starting  for  England  by  the  mail  steamer  i 
the  14th.  He  was  obUged  to  suspend  his  jonniej 
at  Ahmedabad,  where  he  died  on  that  verrdile 
On  the  13th  his  eon  arrived  at  Bombay  in  hitt 
from  Kurrachee,  where  his  regiment  was  qnM- 
tered,  and  left  the  same  day  by  railway  for  i!i- 
medabadj  but  he  reached  that  place  possibly,  bx 
just  in  time  to  see  his  father  die. — So  the  nuMS- 
beloved  and  kind-hearted  Eden  is  no  more  ! 

22vd  Xocemher. — It  is  pleasant,  indeed  ths 
treat  of  temporary  relief ;  but  as  work  of  W 
sort  may  not  sleep,  I  have  kept  back  a  Mi)harTff. 
or  native  clerk,  by  whose  assistance  to  go  throoirii 
and  pass  orders  on  all  vernacular  communications 
received  by  post,  being  able  of  myself  to  attend  u 
any  pressing  English  correspondence. 

23n/  Xoremher. — We  were  present  to-dav  *i 
the  marriage  of  the  second  daughter  of  the  liK 
General  Swiuley  with  Dr.  Beatson,  long  an  inn- 
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mate  friend  of  the  family — a  handsome  couple. 
What  with  the  previous  night's  hard  frost,  and 
prevailing  low  temperature,  it  was  very  cold  in 
the  church  during  that  part  of  the  forenoon 
ceremony ;  but  all  were  very  merry  presently  at 
bhe  wedding  breakfast  at  the  bride's  home,  situated 
3n  a  hillside  near  our  own — the  sun  shining  brightly 
and  strong,  the  forest-clad  hill  scenery  backed 
by  majestic  ranges  of  the  distant  Snowy  moun- 
tains, enchanting,  and  everyone  joyous.  Would 
that  the  happy  young  lady's  father  could  also 
bave  been  present  {vHe  pp.  65,  66,  70,  vol.  ii.) 

24ife  November^  Sunday. — Very  few  formed  thesimiah 
congregation  at  church  to-day.  Simlah,  the  bright, 
the  gay,  the  lovely,  has  certainly  put  on  a  very 
deserted  appearance ;  nearly  every  house  closed 
and  secured  for  the  close  season ;  the  numerous, 
whole  army  of  fancifully  liveried  JAnpdnees  gone 
to  their  mountain  homes,  and  the  fair  burdens 
they  were  wont  to  convey  about,  vanished  out  of 
sight ;  the  few  natives  remaining  in  the  bazaar, 
c5old  and  comfortless ;  and,  withal,  a  prevailing 
silence  all  about  where,  but  now,  there  were  the 
world's  three  things,  men,  womeriy  and  children^ 
and  jocund  merriness  !  For  seldom  more  than  half 
a  dozen  families  stay  out  the  winter  at  Simlah. 

25th  November. — A  report  comes  in  of  an  attack  ^  BnUsh 

^  ^  .  Officer 

apon  an  oflBcer  while  travelling  on  the  high  road  attacked 
to  Indore,  and  that  he  was  wounded  in  defending  mgh* 
bimself  and  plundered.     This  resembles  the  case  S^oitZ 
ot  Lieut.  Haig  (vide  p.  261.)  ^ 

'  P.S. — On  the  present  occasion  the  officer  was  Quartenx\a&\ft,t. 

F  f  2 
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Dined  at  evening  U^ie^-lele  with  Colonel  James 
Brind,  of  the  Royal  (Bengal)  Artillery,  at  "  Ear- 
Tington,"  his  house  round  the  other  side  of  our 
hill ;   a  very  distinguished  old    oflBcer,  and  who 
was    President  of  the  court-martial  on  Captain 
Scott  Jervis.     Mrs.   Brind  had   preceded  him  to 
the  plains.      A  previous  wife  was  killed  by  falling 
down  one  of  the  steep  Ichnd^  in  this  neighbourhood, 
of  which  there  is  a  yawning  one  close  by  our 
dwellmsr.      It  was  remarked  with  astonishment, 
how  wonderfully  he  succeeded  in  scrambling  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the   terrible   abyss   where  the 
shattered   remains   of   the   unfortunate  lady  lay, 
almost    immediately  after  the   calamity !    These 
awful  accidents  every  now  and  then  occur  (fi?* 
p.  3SS.)     A  gentleman  named  Wihon  lost  his  life 
in  that  manner,  some  vears  asfo,  down  our  Wvi} 

Holl.^v.iy,  «. t  :ho  -iid   Dra-TX^n  Guards.     His  property  vas  re- 
c   v.>-  ;.     T*.::<  cMSt   was  foll-nvoil  two  months  subsequently  hyw 
.ittiv'k.   ::i  like  ir.aiir.- r,  on  Quartermaster  ^^aea^tnl'V,  of  the  4t!i 
11  :ss»ir<.  or.  ti.e  >.:i:.e  r».aJ.     Tlie  plunderers  in  both  cases  were 
s'-.'is-.-l   :o   l-e   .v.- /''^iio*.     So  also  on  a  later  occasion,  Colouti 
llackt'::,  of   the    76:h    Y<siU    was    waylaid   and   attacked  whik 
travtlliig  t--'    Seoundi-ralud.     He  was   wounded    and   robbed  of 
so:::e  si'.vvr  ra.-in^  oi:ps  and  other  plate.     F*..r  this,  two  persoLS 
t  ik^^r.  ::::o  <  v.s:.,-ily  by  the  Xizam's  police,  were,  on  committal  by 
M.ror  Twttdie.  A.G.S.,  sentt-need  to  five  and  seven  years'  rigorous 
ir.ipris-'nment  on  llie  gt-neral  charge  of  dacuitie,  but  subsequently 
two   otii'Ts,  \\\\o  wen.'   M-"lf'.in**>\  were,   after  I   left  the  office, 
anvsttd  for  ibis  r.»bl>ery,  to  which  they  confessed.     They  vert 
senienced  to  transportation  for  life  by  the  Resident  at  Hydrabti 
•  P.S.— A  very  distressing  instance  of  this  nature  t«x>k  place  at  i 
later  ix^ri«xl.     There  was  a  marriage  at  Simlah  at  wbich  I  was  tt 
invited  guest.     Tlie  bridegrc»om  was  atten»led,  as  his  best  man,l»J 
a  member  of  the  same  service  as  himself,   who   had   come  np 
specially  for  the   occasion  from  Calcutta,     It   was  said  he  Itfi 
himsoU  \ieeTv  vi  s\\\\ot  lc>t  the  hand  of  the  bride,  or  had  dumbly 
admucOL  \\eT.    X^\.  Xx'Si  \QQYvi,\  ^si.t^  ^^\i\.^\w^v1  and  joyous  at  tli 
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26fA.  November. — Hard  frost  last  night,  and  very  ]^^^^' 
cold  throughout  the  day,  except  in  the  sunshine. 
Engaged  to-day  a  curious,  little,  old,  shrimp  of  a 
fellow,  named  Shddee  (Anglice,  "gladness,"  "  mar- 
riage,") said  to  be  a  master  mason,  to  superintend 
the  construction,  in  our  absence  in  the  plains,  of 
an  archway  between  our  dining  and  drawing 
rooms.  Not  only  a  skilful  builder,  he  has  also 
the  reputation,  among  his  folk,  of  being  a  sad 
dog  as  a  Lothario.  The  fate  of  a  contractor  who 
failed  to  fulfil  a  previous  like  engagement,  will,  I 
shall  hope,  induce  this  man  to  look  about  him  ; 
for  it  is  a  habit  among  Simlah  contractors  to  do 
everything  in  a  very  unworkmanlike  manner,  and 
with  inferior  materials. 

27th  November. — The  Past  Master  (not  yet  a 
•*  Royal  Arch,"  though  arch  enough  if  that  means 
artful,)  has  commenced  zealously  by  bringing  a 
lot  of  workmen  this  morning  to  begin  with,  but  I 
could  wish  he  were  less  promisefid. 

celebration,  was  gaily  dressed,  and  quite  d^bonnaire-like.  It  was 
remarked  that  he  was  in  the  highest  spirits ;  and,  being  a  great 
fayonrite,  he  was  welcomed  all  round.  Engaged  to  accompany 
some  friends  in  a  trip  into  the  interior  for  a  few  days,  he  went 
with  them  accordingly  the  same  afternoon.  All  were  on  horse- 
back, and  the  road  being  narrow,  they  rode  through  the  mountain 
windings  in  single  file — in  twos  when  able ;  but  when  arrived 
near  Mdhdseo,  about  twelve  miles  inland  from  Simlah,  a  goat  or 
something  slid  down  the  side  of  the  crag  by  which  he  was 
riding,  and^  as  was  said,  alarmed  his  horse.  It  suddenly  shied 
just  where  the  khud  or  mountain  ravine  was  very  cavernous,  and 
into  it  both  horse  and  rider  at  once  disappeared.  The  party 
bringing*  up  the  corpse  of  the  unfortunate  young  man,  was  viewed 
from  a  bungalow  in  the  same  neighbourhood  temporarily  occupied 
by  the  young  couple,  as  it  wound  round  the  steep  upon  whifik  \»Vi<^ 
solitary  dwelling  stood. 
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IjjJl^  A  report  reaches  as  of  another  dacoitie  witli 
to.  .  murder,  a  few  nights  ago,  io  the  Gomckpon 
fMk  distariot,  which  looks  very  much  like  the  deed  rf, 
the  same  gang  which  perpetrated  a  similar  outragv 
last  month  in  the  same  district  {iniU  p.  391.) 
trader  returning  with  two  servants,  from  a  market 
bazaar,  with  some  goods  laden  upon  a  bullock,  wai 
wajlaid  by  a  gang  of  robbers  at  an  early  hour  0^ 
the  night  and  plundered,  the  owner  l-ille-},  and  hi* 
^  two  men  wounded.    This  lookB  bad  for  Gorodc* 

I  pore  I  And  from  Bendlekund  comes  a  romoor  of> 
an  act  of  poisoning,  but  of  which  we  have  to  leani 
something  more  certain,  two  persona  having  been 
the  victims'  {vide  p.  273.) 

29th  November. — I  have  noticed  how  Tomandar 
t  Teekarwm,  of  our  Nujjeeb  Force,  lately  detected 
wanted  man  in  woman's  disguise  (vide  p.  238^) 
Here  is  a  free  translation  of  another  report  from 
the  same  officer,  in  Jeypore  territory,  of  date  s 
few  days  ago  :  "  Yesterday  our  approver,  Etx^fM 
Meaia,  proposed  to  me  to  send  off  some  Nujjeeta 
to  Dhdra-Stiddurpoora,  where  he  had  learnt  that, 
Biilisha  MeeiMj  general  number  7334,  was  hidbg 
himself  with  his  father,  another  registered  man, 
and  two  or  three  others,  I  took  up  the  suggestion 
and  deputed  four  men,  under  Lance-Duffedar^ 
Azeem  Khan,  to  go  to  that  place,  accompanied  by 
a  couple  of  scouts  on  the  part  of  the  approvtfi 
arrived  near  where,  all  lay  hid  at  an  hamlet  short 

■  F.S.— The  Political  Officer  for  Bendlekund  said  this  wu' 
of  a  "  professional  tjrpe."  But  the  thug  poisoner  haa  a  buek 
doing&^ioteaa.oiuOL\:iaB%\a%QaQmiDg  unprofessional  va/. 
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ii  of  it,  and  sent  on  one  of  the  scouts  for  three  or 
r  four  more  men  of  their  lot,  on  returning  with  whom 
:  all  proceeded  a  little  way.     The  arresting  party 
s:  was  then  advised  to  lie  by  while  one  should  go  on 
:   to  feel  the  way.     This  man  presently  came  back 
saying  that  Buksha  and  his  father,  had  just  together 
gone  into  the  village  for  their  meals,  and  it  was 
proposed  that  some  of  the  party  should  accompany 
him  to  a  spot  by  the  way,  where  they  would  be  able 
to  fall  upon  and  seize  both  as  they  returned  to  their 
concealment.     This  was  acted  upon,  and  when  the 
man  Buksha  singly  came  out  of  the  village  half  an 
hour  subsequently,  our  men  waylaid  him.     He  re- 
sisted and  dealt  one  of  them  a  blow  on  the  head 
with  his  sword.     The   weapon  happened  to  be  a 
notched  one,  and  thereupon  they  cut  him  down. 
Hearing  them  cry  out  that  they  had  got  their  man, 
the  Lance-Duffedar  rushed  out  with  his  men  from 
their  ambush.     Buksha  was  holding  a  naked  sword 
and  two  men  were  trying  to  hold  him  down.     He 
was  at  once  disarmed  and  they  were  about  to  bind 
him,   but,   seeing  he   was  badly   wounded,    they 
placed  him  upon  a  chdrpdi  and  were  about  to  lift 
him  away,  when  the  whole  people  of  Dhdra-Suddur- 
poora  turned  out  to  rescue  him.    They  were  warned 
that  the  man  was  a  registered  criminal^  and  that  we 
would  not  let  them  take  him  away  if  we  could  pre- 
vent  it.     He   was   carried  thereupon    to   Buggo- 
ndthghurj  where,  owing  to   the  severeness  of  his 
wounds,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  ThanahdAr  of  the 
place,  who  took  down  his  statement.     The  Thana- 
dar  then  sent  the  prisoner  over  to  me ;  and  I  at 
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once  had  his  wounds  sewn  np  and  his  depositions 
taken.     He  declared  that  he  had  been  wounded  at 
the  hands  of  Khcmj^hdlaj  one  of  the  Meenas;  that 
this  man  owed  him  a  gradge,  and  would  ha ve  taken 
his  life  if  the  Xnjjeebs  had  not  come  np.    I  en- 
close his  statement.     Boksha's  sword  was  coTered 
with  blood,  and  he  has  no  donbt  wonnded  one  or 
more  of  those  who  first  fell  npon  him ;  but  these 
had  left  before  the  prisoner  was  crossed  over  to  me, 
and  they  will  probably  keep  out  of  the  way  throngli 
fear.     I  will  report  what  further  may  happen,  but 
Buksha    is  alive   and  conscious.**      (Memo. :  He 
died  two  days  subsequently,  as  also  did  the  man 
Koi^shalah,  from  the  sword-cut  he  had  received  at 
his  hand.) 
)penAei      Perhaps   the  following,  coming  from  Etawahf 
'lander    was  morc  a  case  of  trving  'prentice  hands,  than  of 
iviw»y    downright  marauding,  and  I  only  note  it  for  reten- 
)t»t:oiu     ^j^^^  sake.     A  few  mornings  ago,  a  couple  of  Mar- 
warees  who,  with  their  wives,  had  been  travelling 
during  the   night  by  railway,  were  put  down  at 
dawn  at  the  Dibyapore   Station.     They  were  re* 
quired  to  leave  the  platform,  and  as  there  was  no 
serai  near  enough  to  go  to  at  that  early  hour,  they 
moved  to  a  tree  hard  bv,  and  there  waited  for  the 
dav  to  eret  later.     Presenth'  some  men,  assuming 
to  be  the  railway  police,  came  up  to  their  bivonaCi 
threatened  and  hustled  them,  and  made  off  with 
the   personal    ornaments    the   frightened   femaltf 
hurriedlv  took  off  for  them. 

30th  Xorrmber. — It  was  stated  in  the  advei* 
decVaiou  ol  l\vvi^\iTiSi\i^\i\*C<^\i^^     the  16thOctobfli 


Some  Records  of  Crime.  44 1 

in  the  case  of  the  complicity  of  the  Jeypore  Rajah's  Q^JJma- 
favourite  courtier  in  the  great  Mohunpoora  dacoitie  tionof  the 
{vide  p.  386,)  that  it  would  be  referred  for  the  final  of  the 
decision  and  orders  of  the  Agent  to  the  Governor-  ^^^^ 
General  for  Rajpootanah.     It  has  been  communi-  J^^^tier 
oated    to-day,   that  the  recommendation  of  that^'^^'^i^ 
intermediate  Court,  to  quash  the  proceedings  of  the 
Lower  Court  and  restore  the  courtier  to  place  and 
favour,  has  been  assented  to  !     I  suppose  this  was 
conceded  shortly  prior  to  Eden's  death.     Futtehjee 
will  not,  I  think  however,  long  refrain  from  renew- 
ing the  profitable  connivance,*    * 

*  P.S. — On  the  10th  September,  1868,  a  Irt^/dr  or  camel  caravan 
of  merchandise,  was  plundered  by  Meenas,  near  Bhew^nee,  the 
entrcp6t  described  in  my  Eeport  regarding  the  condition  of  Sheka- 
w4tie  (p.  398,)  and  a  booty  valued  at  9500  rupees  obtained.    And 
on  the   2nd  November,  1868,  a  treasure  convoy  was,  as  in  the 
Mohunpoora  case,  similarly  plundered  by  the  same  people,  near 
Bandarez  in  Jeypore  territory,  at  a  spot  on  the  high-road  from  •  p^^ 
Agra,  where  the  same  gang  had  previously  perpetrated  a  similar  seriptum ; 
dacoitie  on  the  21st  October^  1859.     In  that  repeated  dacoitie,  the  Omitted 
treasure  plundered  consisted  of  a  quantity  of  English  sovereigns  to  bo  so 
to  the  value  of  55,000  rupees,  and  Government  rupees  20,000  in  the  paJea 
addition,  the  whole  amounting  to  a  booty  of  75,000  rupees.     The  here 
consignment  had  been  reniitt^  from  Calcutta  for  conveyance  to  a  quoted ; 
Sahoocar  named  Kiinnya  Lolly  residing  at  Lutchmunghur  in  Shekor  ^^  ^^® 
wdtie.    The  gang  was  composed,  on  both  occasions,  of  Meenas  the^oiuie 
from  the  British  district  of  Shaj^pore  near  Delhi,  banded  with  referred 
others  residing  at  DMroSuddurpoora,  the  same  place  of  which  the  to,  (Mail 
Meenas    came   out  to  rescue  the  man  BukshOy  as  reported  by  robbery 
Tomundar  Teekaram   {vide  p.  438.)     In  this  second  affair  near  ^^\™'*'" 
Bandarez,  the  plunderers  were  disguised  in  blue  police  uniform,  a  fhows 
device  adopted  on  other  occasions,  as  has  been  shown  {vide  p.  429  to  that  the 
434,  vol.  i.,)*  and  the  robbery  was  successfully  carried  out,  although  leader  of 
'*  both  horse  and  foot  of  the  Jeypore  service  were  posted  there."  *^®  ^^°5 
The  hour  of  the  robbery  was  '*  at  about  one  pd$8  of  the  night,"  guised  in 
that  is,  at  about  9  p.m.,  after  the  convoy  had  pulled  up  for  the  the  nni- 
night     A  man  of  the  slender  escort  with  it,  was  wounded,  but  the  form  of 
robbers  scarcely  met  with  any  opposition.    Our  infoTnia.t\cyDL^^&^^.^,^^ 
that  this  repeated  act  of  plunder  was  piocuted  by  the  same  luoV^  c>^^«^kxi. 
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James  Blair  was  married  at  Aboo  on  the  22iid 

ultimo,  to  a  daughter  of  Arthur,  who,  as  Persian 

interpreter,  was  on  Sir  James  Outram's  personal 

staff  in  Persia  at  the  same  time  as  myself.     He  is 

now  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  is  officiating  as  Besi- 

oount    dent  at  Baroda.     Colonel  Eden  was  staying  with 

Colonel  Colonel  Arthur  at  the  time  at  Mount  Aboo,  pre- 

•**»•      paratory   to  the  departure   down   the  hill  of  the 

entire    Rajpootanah    Agency    on     the  customary 

annual  tour  through  some  of  the  Native   States, 

himself  on  sick  leave  to  England.     He  had  been 

present  at  the  wedding,  but  on  the  24th  had  two 

or  three  fits  of  apoplexy  in  succession  while  sitting 

at   breakfast.     **  His    illness "    (writes  Blair,  his 

senior  assistant  as  well  as  mine,  from  the  Agency 

Camp  at  Erinpoora,)  "  was  most  unexpuected,  coming 

on  the  very  day  we  were  to  march  ;  he  rallied  in  a 

most  wonderful  manner,  and  seemed  quite  strong 

iri'fivi'h/al,  now  at  onco  move  jK»werful  and  more  capable  for  such 
(l«'sif;ns  tliau  In'foiv^  from  tli«'  fact  of  the  triimi|ih  of  his  actiuittal 
in  tli«'  Molmnponra  cast*:  "  These  repeated dacoities  are  committed 
friirU'Ssly,  tlirough  connivance  on  the  part  of  Futtehjee  Rhatore; 
Lilt  if  what  we  tell  you'*  (addt'd  our  intelligencers)  **  should  reach 
him,  he  W(»ul«l  have  us  ]>oisont'd,  and  we  ])r:iy  you  to  think  of  that, 
lie  has  obtainctl  the  ndcase  of  UuUa  and  three  other  Meenas  who 
wrre  in  tin'  Maharajah's  jail  at  Jcypore  for  theft,  and,  in  order 
comph'tcly  to  destroy  all  clue  to  the  real  perpetrators  of  this  fre«h 
dacoiti*',  ho  has  ai)pointed  those  four  persons  to  be  false  infornieis 
in  it  ;  but  in  point  nf  fact,  that  treasure  was  impudently  plundered 
by  the  ^ani,'  pointed  to,  and  that  too  throufjh  the  eonnicand 
{'  bii-hidj/ui,')  of  Futtehjee  Bhatorr  himself"  We  later  on  arrested 
the  two  Meena  leadcis  in  this  act  of  plunder,  named  Jeeicun  and 
t<hinikur,  a  father  and  son,  and  both  general  number  men.  Both 
wi.-r«',  on  conviction  of  habitual  ihicoitie,  sentenced  to  transpotU- 
tiou  for  fourteen  years;  ])Ut  they  remained  close,  and  fnithtf  ' 
rrsv^arcU  into  the  imparted  information  was  reserved  for  a  better 
()\)\>orlT\n\Vy. 


.r  i..    -If  -1  ...■.■  .-.rr   -.....:.   ,_■    ;.  ,    ,.(.,;  .^^  ^^ 
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tlOOS  lift 


444  St^m€  Records  of  Crime. 

whole  fiTOund  of  my  frequent  explanations  again. 
r^T"""  It  is  not  that  the  gentlemen  to  whose  tribunals 
these  special  cases  are  referred,  lack  the  talents,  the 
capacity,  or  the  inclination  to  make  themselves 
zealous  in  aiding  Government  by  those  talents 
and  their  intelligence,  in  suppressing  a  great  evil} 
an  evil  springing  from  combination  to  commit  evil 
— but  because,  as  my  predecessor  also  submitted,  a 
judge  or  trying  authority  was  required  who  was 
not  predisposed  to  create  or  take  advantage  of 
technical  impediments,  but  rather  one  who  under- 
stood and  could  appreciate  the  full  value  of  all 
evidence  of  whatever  kind  that  might  be  forth- 
coming, and  was  admissible.  To  this  I  would  add, 
that  in  minds  so  adversely  predisposed,  the  scope, 
the  meaning,  the  intent  of  the  Legislature  in 
devising  the  exceptional  law  which  provides  for 
tho  roooprion  of  the  evidence  pointed  to,  by  which 
to  bo  able  to  cope  with  those  combinations,  those 
assiHMiitions  for  the  purposes  of  crime,  are  not  pro- 
perly ooin[>rolioudod  or  taken  in,  until  at  length, 
with  maturor  reflection,  but  after  many  disappoint- 
ments to  tho  special  department  charged  with  the 
executive  work  of  suppression,  a  correcter  appre- 
ciation is  formed ;  vet  not  Avithout  its  drawbacks  too, 
the  tendency  then  being  to  run  into  the  opposite 
extreme — in  short,  then  generally  to  pass  extreme 
sentences  indiscriminately,  as  though  "  by  order"* 
It  is,  then,  the  comprehensive  nature  of  the  Law 
against  ''  belonging  to  gangs  of  thugs,  or  of 
daeoits,  or  of  robbers  by  profession,  while  engaged 
in  t\u\ggec,  o\^  ^v\^o\\a^^o\  Vi^bitual  robbery,  as  the 
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case  may  be,    or  of  thuggee  by  means  known  to 
be  likely  to  cause  death,"  that  is  not  rightly  under- 
stood.    What  is  association   or   combination   for 
criminal  purposes  ?     It  is  a  secret  society  centred  ^j,^ 
in  certain  well-understood  oaths  and  rules,  t^at  J^®'^^*^^^ 
bind  and  guide  all  those  admitted  into  it,  as  agents  Societies, 
for  carrying  out  unlawful  deeds  in  combination  one 
with  another— members  with  members,  tribal  con- 
geries with  their  congeners,  leaders  of  gangs  with 
leaders — all  the  threads  of  whose  action  are  drawn 
into  those  set  rules  and  customs  (each  tribe  having 
its  own  distinctive  modes  of  guidance  and  proce- 
dure,) as  the  guiding  centre  of  each  organization,  all 
mutually  depending  upon  each  other,  and,  as  well 
upon  that "  governing  focus  "  (so  to  term  those  rules 
and  the  principles  which  guide  all,)  as  between  all 
the  atoms  of  the  several  confederacies.     If,  then, 
there  were  no  such  organizations,  the  secret  asso- 
ciations concerned,  would  crumble  away  ;  and  it  is 
to  reduce  them  to  that  extremity,  to  that  effacement^ 
that  the  agents  of  Government,  that  is,  the  special 
Thuggee  Police^  are  called  into  existence,  themselves 
acting  in  like  manner  upon  their  own  set  rules,  by 
which  to  enable  them  to  do  so.     They  find  that 
the  persons  who  perpetrate  the  outrages  indicated, 
have  a  special  way  of  making  that  null  which  would 
be  evidence  against  them  in  Courts  of  Law  under 
ordinary  procedure,  and  that  from  the  nature  of 
their  crimes,  secret,  darkly  planned,  esoteric,  there 
is  seldom  any  evidence,  certainly  none  reliable,  of 
eye^untnesseSf  except  what  may  be  acqvvix^^  Itotii 
accomplices — that  there  is  none,  in  aiiOT^),  m  ^^1 


:  o!   O0rt4 

and    ID  1 


■aStitade   committedT^ 
,  hj  which    to  snpp 

,  taken  alone  ;  bvt  <i 
to  prove  flMtnootHi 
sad  titst  H  only  remaioed  to  prove  it  by  iq 
portiikg'  *  ehsrge  of  **  association,"  with  autlieiiti 
calad  instuioeB  of  the  actual  oocorrenoe  of  Bp«il 
•flli^  tnch  as  the  particular  tribe  to  wM 
ths  anmigned  parties  hflonged,  was  in  the  h^ 
of  eoHOBittiBg.  The  special  law  hereupon  ooolj 
n,  b]r  iti  ftppUcabiHty  to  sooh  anasnal  cases.  1 
praridn  apeaial  pmuahments  on  proof,  not  of  s^ 
ipoeiflo  Mt  tftkeii  bj  itself,  bat  of 
Hagnomi  by  proofs  of  the  ocemmnce  i 
apecafie  eases,  or  in  otiier  words,  and 
langoage  of  the  special  law,  on  proof  of  a  yend 
ehargf,  that  the  arrai^ed  party  "  belonged  to 
gang  of  habitaal  dacoits"  (or  thugs,  etc.)  "wli 
engaged  in  dacoitie,  etc."  : — ^And  so  expansive 
that  special  law  (as  well  under  the  old  Acts,  t 
under  the  new  Penal  Codes  which  have  taken  tiie 
place,)  that  if  the  prosecution  fails  in  one  oat 
the  prisoners  may  be  repeatedly  tried,  till  a 
after  another  (a  seldom  necessity,)  the  several^ 
cific  instances  of  habitual  crime,  their  comptui 
in  which  had  been  previously  recorded  agaii 
them,  have  been,  exkamted.  Thus  if  the  gesM 
charge,  thus  described,  is  proved,  it  is  not  on 
petent  to  the  trying  authority  to  award  tf 
sentence  upon  conviction  thereof,  than  what  4 
speciaVlsi^  V^^  down,  irrespective  of  whether  l| 
convicted,  ipart,^  Niaa  ot  ■^■aa  TtfA.  \>T«Msa.t.  in  aajm 
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of  the  specific  instances  which  supported  the 
general  charge  upon  which  he  was  convicted. 
But  some  trying  authorities  have  sometimes  con- 
ceived to  ignore  the  intention  of  the  general  charge, 
by  turning  to  the  adduced  specific  instance,  and 
withal  to  acquit  the  prisoner  under  trial,  because  it 
had  not  been  proved  that  he  was  present  in  that 
specific  act  of  crime,  or  proved  insufficiently,  and 
because  the  attesting  accomplices  were  not  con- 
firmed aliiiiide  (which  in  a  general  charge  is  unneces- 
sary, however  otherwise  it  may  be  in  a  specific 
act  of  crime  as  a  distinct  charge,)  holding,  that 
such  proof  was  necessary,  irrespective  of  associatioriy 
although  it  was  for  association  per  se  that  he  had 
been  sent  up  for  trial  I  Thus  a  man  is  often  ac- 
quitted, or  some  limited  sentence  passed  upon  him, 
and  thus  too,  a  hardened  criminal  is  set  at  once  at 
liberty,  or  so  soon  as  his  short  sentence  has  expired, 
whatever  the  proofs  of  association  had  been,  again 
to  commit  crime  banded  in  the  same  companion- 
ship of  which  he  was  an  enrolled  member  ! 

Such  instances  have  often  happened,  and  will  obntrnc 
continue  to  happen  on  every  occasion  of  the  nomi- 1^^^^. 
nation,  to  try  these  exceptional  cases,  of  some  autho-  p^^^®^- 
rity  not  used  to  them,  or  of  one  by  whom  the  scope 
of  the  special  law  in  such  cases  is  not  sufficiently 
appreciated  ;^  and  such  decisions  as  often  baffle  us 

•  P,S. — "  It  should  be  added,  however,  that  judges  have  gene- 
rally been  found  'willing  to  receive  the  statements  of  approvers  as 
good  evidence,  when  care  has  been  taken  to  satisfy  their  minds 
that,  in  recording  their  depositions,  every  care  has  been  takfikW  V^ 
make  collusion  next  to  impossible,  and  that  no  opij^TWmVj  \i«&\y^^TL 
neglected  of  corroborating  such  evidence,  Yr^euQ\ex  ^wa^^^X^^^^^ 


riftmc- 
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in  our  efforts  to  put  down  these  criminal  societies. 
Thus  it  has  happened  that  a  man  sentenced,  say,  to 
five  or  ten  years*  imprisonment,  has  offered  to  serve 
as  an  approver  on  the  usual  conditional  terms  (below 
repeated.)     He  gives  us  a  narrative  of  his  criminal 
career,  admitting  in  it    not  only  his    actual  pre- 
sence in  the  specific  act  on  account  of  which  he 
had  been  leniently  dealt  with,  but  a  long  list  of 
others   similarly   committed    in    confederacy  with 
others.     The  orders  of  the  Government  of  India 
i.niv>£    a|.^^  ^Ij,^^  j^ji  individual,  the  offer  of  whose  services 
;oTeni.    are  accepted  bv  the  head  of  the  special  executive  de- 
rii  to    partment,  to  whom  it  appertains  to  do  so  if  required, 
io^cetmi    shall  be  put  upon  his  trial  upon  those  admissions : 
*n1e"u    "  ^'^^^  ^^^  authorized  "  (they  run,)  **  to  offer  mercy 
to  anyone  from  whom  you   may  expect   valuable 
asf^istance,  on  condition  that  he  makes  a  full  and 
iiiir^nuoiis  confession  "  : — "  The  promise  which  you 
may  make  is  not  a  promise  of  entire  pardon.    His 
Lor^Iship  lias  before  him  such  strong  proofs  that 
o:":ondors  of  this  class  are   irreclaimable,  that  he 
cannot  consent  to  let  them  loose  on  society,  how- 
ever    lonir  the    period  of    their  confinement   mar 
have    been,    or    however     unexceptionable    tbeir 
demeanour   during    that    confinement    may  have 
been,  or  the  value   of  the  information  given  by 
them  "  :  *'  The  mercy  you  are  authorized  to  pro- 
mise  extends    only   to    exemption    from    capital 
]ninishmeut  and  transportation,  and  to  such  indul- 

I'f  colhtoml  proof  bv  a  cartful  local  inq-rlry."  (r<:v-n  /•  ."it"^^ 
lh:cyv\^  Kt^^rt  to  the  UoC'tmment  0/  /ri'/ai,  j\'\  190,  i/.'/c/-*' 
Aprils  \Sv)0.^ 
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ices  in  confinemeDt,  as  maj  be  oompitibSe  vidi 

safe  keeping  of  the  pmooers.  ETeir  promise 
this  sort  you  maj  give,  the  Gorennnent  will 
d  itself  bound  to  perform,  even  though  it  should 
»ear  that,  in  giving  such  a  promise,  von  have 

exercised  a  sound  discretion  "  :  "  The  promise 
i  are  authorized  to  make,  maj  be  made  eitlier 
Mrsons  who  have  been  convicted,  or  to  persons 
>  have  not  been  tried "  :  "  His  Lordship  in 
moil  directs  that  in  every  case  in  which  you 
J  think  fit  to  promise  merer  in  the  name  of 
remment,  to  a  thug  or  a  dacoit  who  has  not  been 
victed,  you  will  commit  htm  for  trial.  His 
vietion  will,  under  such  circumstances,  be  a 
^er  of  course.  Tt  will  scarcely  give  any  trouble 
the  Court  by  which  he  may  be  tried.  It  will 
re  him  a  competent  witness,  and  he  will  be 
ained  for  life  in  confinement  under  an  authority 
ich  can  never  be  questioned,  and  in  a  manner 
ctly  regvilar  "  :  And  of  such  offenders  my  pre- 
cssor  recorded,  and  I  affirm,  that  being  robbers 
I  murderers  by  hereditary  profession,  "  it  was 
irly  unsafe  to  release  them  on  society  afttr 
kl,  since  they  would  all  certainly  return  to  thoir 

trade,  and  il  h-came  m-rexxa rij  therefore,  to  jiro- 
e  for  their  safe  keeping  by  a  sentence  of  pi-r- 
ual  imprisonment,  to  bu  suspended  over  tJicni 
iding  good  behaviour,  in  wliatevur  emplovnicni. 
night  be  found  safe  and  suitiiblo  to  prcividi)  fur 
m."  Through  the  exigencies  of  the  Hp«cia| 
vice,  it  has  however,  sometiincR  haiipoifd,  lUut. 

trial  contemplated  in  the  nlmvo   pntctr^iU,  of  u 

■OL.   IJ.  V,    yf 
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tiiD^^xpiKd  convict,  has  been  postponed,    ll  h>^ 

Bot  been  found  convonient  to  send  him  ap  for  tlie 

ordeal  aUivo  enjoined  in  vietr  to  a  sentence  for 

all  time,  but  be  has  noTcrtbolesg  ^ren  evideoM 

afirainst  many  accomplices  mcanwbiie,  who  toon- 

orer  have,  upon  bis  evidence  witb  thut  of  otbff 

accomplices,  been  convicted    and   sentenced. 

length  the  opportunity  has  como  round  to  commit 

him  for  trial  on   the  pL-neral  charge.     TLe  TniW 

AntboriK.  fortuitously  new  to  such  cases,  acqo^ 

him,  or  declines  to  try  him,  declaring  the  mu 

•*  conid  not  bo  a  second  time  tried  on  what  (tow 

pprouption.)   was  the  same  charge  as  that  d|x* 

which  he  was  on  the  previous  occasion  tried  i-^ 

convicted " ;  and    this,   notwithstanding  that 

specific  act  of  crime  that  has  on  the  renewed  o 

aionbeen  instanced,  whereby  to  support  the  chi 

of  general  daooitie,  was  altogether  a  different  o 

from  that  adduced  when  he  was  previously chargw 

and   inadequately  sentenced.     The   result  is,  W 

former  sentence  having  expired,  he  is  released  w 

set  at  large  to  revert  to  crime,  join  his  old 

ciation,  or  if  discarded  there,  to  set  up  a  new  p^ 

on  his  own  account ;  or  his  life  is  taken  at  i 

fiat  of  the  association   against  which  he  hsdgii 

•  For  PI-  evidence.*    This  is  no  imaginary  case.    SlisconW? 

j!Z^~    tions  of  the  kind  have  occurred  and  continueB 

SkV". conceived  {ridr  Oomrao's  case,  p.  170  to  173,1 

•^  *•       particularly  a  memo,  at  p.  1 74,  vol.  ii.,)  and  tfcey* 

always  to  be  regretted,  for  they  impede  our  wv 

•  Vila  Av?"wl'«  E.  ^ 
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1st  December  J  Sunday. — Walk  vigorously  among  ^"P^ 
the  hills  and  woods  round  about  throughout  the 
forenoon.  At  evening  to  church,  where  the  con- 
gregation numbered  but  a  few  only  more,  than  that 
memorable  one  when  Dean  Swift  exhorted  his 
olerk,  the  sole  member  of  it :  "  My  dearly  beloved 
John,  the  Scripture  moveth  you  and  me  in  sundry 
places,  etc.** 

2nd  December. — At  eight   o'clock  our   gong    is 
sounded  for  the  workmen  to  gather  to  their  task ; 
and  then,  with  a  cessation  for  an  hour  for  meals  at 
Doon,  at  5  p.m.  it  beats  their  retreat  from  the 
labours  of  the  day.     Yesterday  they  were  not,  of  Native 
course,  required  to  come  here,  though  some  do  em-  of  a 
ploy  native  workmen  of  a  Sunday,  the  reason  being  ^'^^•y* 
that  our  Sunday  is  not  observed  by  natives  and 
that  they  invariably  take  work  elsewhere  if  excused 
where  they  are  in  daily  employment.     But  though 
excused  attendance  of  a  Sunday,  they  claim  wages 


the  leniency  of  the  sentences  often  passed  upon  the  persons  convicted 
in  thein  (p.  443,)  the  following  Press  information  is  opportunely 
EUinounced  from  Calcutta,  under  date  15th  June  1890,  showing 
that  the  evil  I  had  from  time  to  time  brought  to  notice  while  in 
employment  in  India,  still  continued,  and  was  still  complained 
Df  ! — **  The  despatch  from  the  Supreme  to  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments on  police  administration,  is  attracting  much  attention.  The 
Government  has  undertaken  the  difficult  task  of  attempting  to 
reform  what  is  perhaps  the  most  unsatisfactory  of  all  Indian 
Departments.  The  Bengal  Government  for  once  is  about  to  appoint 
a  special  commission  for  the  purpose,  under  the  presidency  of  a 
civilian  of  high  rank.  A  separate  despatch  addressed  to  the 
Bengal  High  Courts,  points  to  the  lenient  sentences  passed  on 
habitual  criminals  as  one  cause  of  the  inability  of  the  police  to  cope 
urith  crime."  This  furnishes  an  apt  commentary  on  t\i«H  «i^Ti\A\i^:^ 
passed  by  the  High  Court  at  Bombay  on  eome  Sunu6TeaK  V)bi^'<i^s^ 
narrated  in  footDote,  p.  380  I 
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Shekawuts,  Bedawuts,  and  Bowreas,  are  the  general 
receivers  of  the  goods  plundered  in  that  direction. 
Such  receivers  are  called  Thangees  by  the  profes- 
sion, and  we  have  several  such  in  our  criminal 
lists.  But  offenders  of  that  sort  are  so  very  pre- 
cautious, that  it  is  diflBcult  to  gain  conviction 
against  them.  When  Thuggee  OflBcer  down  Bom- 
bay, I  tentatively  sent  up  for  trial  a  Sahoocar  of 
Ahmednuggur,  on  a  charge  of  aiding  and  abetting 
dacoits  by  receiving  property  plundered  in  dacoitie, 
on  what  I  had  regarded  to  be  conclusive  evidence 
thereof  ;  but  the  committal  was  to  a  Regulation 
Court,  and  I  signally  failed,  the  evidence  of  ap- 
provers not  being  accepted. 

The  day  closed  very  gloomily.  The  evening  set 
in  heavily,  with  sleet  and  hail,  and  by  nightfall  it 
came  on  to  snow.  A  peep  out  of  window  at  bed-  sdow  at 
time,  showed  the  ground  and  hill-sides  and  our^*™^^ 
lawn,  overlaid  with  snow.  Servants  shivered  with 
Gold,  and  white  mice  pets  were  in  throes  of  ex- 
tremity. 

6th  Decernher. — Oh !  the  sight  of  snow  every- 
where about  you,  to  those  who  have  lived  long  in 
the  plains  in  India,®  and  oh  !  the  recollections  of 

•  P.S. — A  long  time  as  regarded  myself,  although  latterly  each  hot 
weather  has  heen  passed  at  Simlah.  Excepting  a  visit  of  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  to  Mdlidbleshwur  at  an  early  period  of  my  career,  I 
was  twenty-seven  years  in  India  hefore  residing  at  a  hill  station. 
But  I  remember  the  lamented  Lord  Elgin  wisely  remarking  on 
this  question  of  the  habit  of  going  to  the  hills,  that  onn  was  quite 
right  to  go  there  as  often  as  he  could.  *^  And  no  fool  he,"  replied 
he  of  an  officer  of  whom  it  had  been  observed  (not  very  kindly,) 
tiiat  he  was  '*  always  going  to  the  hills."  The  privilege  was 
certainly  very  groat  that  admitted  such  an  advantage,  and  the  boon 
of  it  was  very  considerately  yielded. 
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it  brings  to  your  mind — aye  I  and  of  the  » 

^s  there  in  snow  season  I     Jdko  mountain, 

aim     ideed    all  our    side  of  Simlah,   waa  covmJ 

w         .  white  mantle  when  wo  rose  this  morniafj 

to  us  a  very  novel  sight — that  is,  to  myself  whuhai 

not    seen    (Jomii'ih'd  snow,  snow    with    babitatira 

where  men  inhabited — for  so  many  years,  exocpt.  I 

should  sa^,  i  ten  on  a  short  escunJM' 

to  the  interior  hills  four  years  ago.      iluch  cf  s. 

however,  soon  melted  away  to-day  in   the  glorioa 

noon  sunshine. 

rfEo^"       6iA  December.— A  bad  case  from  Rh6tuck,  of  ti» 

Rh7"t   'iw*'^l'^g   o^    ^  woman  being  forcibly    entered  »i 

midnight  by  a   small   gang  of  plunderers  s  f** 

nights  ago,  who  strangled  her,    and    escaped  "i^ 

all  her  property.     Two  of  the  local  police  are  s«I 

to  have   been    wounded   by  the    robbers  on  tb«* 

•  intho    offering  to  resist  them.     It  is  refining  closeU.i* 

v"^!a^      declare    this    to    be  "only  a  house   trespass  ffHi 

Codeioon  murder,"  rather  than  a  deliberate  act  of  dacoio*; 

quentiy    Only,  too,  it  scems,  because  the  plunderers  numbew^ 

fi^-ToT   '    110  more  than  five  persons  !  * 

Tmswli'e      ^'^'  ^^' ''■'''" '"■'■■ — 0"i"  white  mice  were  discon-rei 

decinred    tiijs  mnmlng  in  their  comfortable  enouch  itseenwi 

Btiiiiio  a    but  all  too  cold  nests,  contorted  round   about  ewi 

''^'     ntlier    and    dead,  save   one    small     "  livelv  one.* 

Tho  Cold    Winter  would  be  a  sorry  lot  to  us  and  our  belouf 

atsimiah,  {j^g^  gf  birds  and  pets  to  weather,  up  here. — Dinf^' 

impromptu  last  night  with  the  Coxirt^uav-Sc^r* 

who  stay  on  here  till  spring :   but  it   was  quir* " 

business  to  get  back  aloug  tiie  slippery  ways  fnc 

their  chiilrf  "  Hainault."     Fortunately  it  was  m-xO" 


i 
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all  the  brighter  for  its  "  sleeping  upoD  snow," 
e  office  and  baggage  carts  haviog  reached 
ilah,  we  prepare  to  catch  up  the  convoy  at 

D-'mnlK'Ty  Sunday. — Mr,  Baly  preached  a 
r  sermon  at  the  morning  service  to-day  on 
cdvent. — The  afternoon  employed  in  packing 

readiness  to  start  early  to-morrow. 

Ihrimbir  :  Kyiiree  Ghat  stage  bungahnr. — W'e  ^^J;^" 
-imiah  this  morning.  The  air  was  sharp  and 
full  as  we  descended  the  steep  way,  and  long 
^  hung  down  the  rocky  sides  wherever  water 
lad  oozed.  Tbe  roadway  down  the  steep  was 
■  considerably  widened,  and  shaggy  Laddkhet-]^^^** 
rers  were  at  the  work  all  the  way  down, 
ng  and  cutting  away  the  mountain-sides — a 
ge  set  of  people  and  of  wild  aspect,  their  long 
ming  but  slender  locks  escaping  from  under 
\-  scull-caps,  their  persona  quaintly  clad  in  the 
est  and  blackest  woollen  clothing,  and  sandals 
heir  splay  feet— strong,  sturdy,  unwieldy 
vs,  inured  to  the  severe  mountain  climate  in 
T,  gond-liumoured  withal,  but  of  silent  dis- 
ion,  and  perfect  oxen  at  labour.  No  porters 
ual  them  except  those  I  have  seen  in   Persia  I 

lift  the  heaviest  of  loads,  and  have  a  way  of 
ig  their  burdens  strapped  on  to  their  broad 
I.  I  have  met  them  thus  harnesst-d,  conveying 
is  manner,  from  the  interior  hills  along  the 
?t  road,  astonishingly  large  and  heavy  logs  or 
»  of  pine-wood,  that  stretched  right  acroaa  t\i6 
.w  way,  avoiding  obstruction  at  intricate  ot 
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parts  of  it,  by  Blanting'  their  bodies  n^ 
id  in  like  manner  to  let  -waj-farers  pasalij; 
en  coming  to  a  too  steep  decliritT,  aun( 
lovm  id  letting  themselves  slide  down  it,  l^i 
and  i  as  boys  do  down  sloping  rocks  on  onr  w- 
coasts  at  home — nor  will  they  cease  from  the  toS- 
some  tramp  aa  long  as  daylight  lasts.  Thfif 
women,  of  sii  ?  presence,  and  carryisr 

long  conical  baskets,  called  hilta,  filled  with  "- 
sorta  "  upon  their  backs,  might  pass  for  tbe  ek 
but  for  their  plaited  tails  of  hair,  entertwiued  "^t; 
curiously  strung  slabs  (so  to  describe  them  fortb?^ 
bigness,)  of  malachite-resembling  stones  of  w 
quoise.  I  have,  from  time  to  time,  collected  a  f« 
specimens  of  these  green  turquoises,  thougk  i^ 
tained  with  some  ditEculty;  for  they  are  priwi 
and  the  grim  old  girls  are  not  so  readv  to  p«n 
with  their  orniimeuts.  In  severe  weather  the  lui't 
Laddkliee  wears  a  rough  black  blanket  thro« 
across  his  cliest  and  shoulders,  and  fastened  esacil; 
after  the  Ti]an]ier  our  Highlanders  don  tbeir  tartan 
wraps. 

Aa  usual  In  a  first  day's  march,  evervthins  >J 
behindtime,  servants  straggle  in  irregularly,  umier 
various  excuses,  glad  although  all  are  to  leavi 
the  too  cold  place  behind  them  ;  and  of  melhoi 
however  precisely  pre-arranged,  there  is  ni'l  * 
s\*raptom. 

lOM  Ikrnnhn- ;  Bvl«v  biniynhtr,  14,  mih-f.~-0:S 
people  got  away  with  the  haggage  coolies  belimrf 
this  morning,  but  could  not  do  so  quietlv.  W' 
breakfasted  bcioTc  ?,ts.Tt\iA^,  enabled  to  do  so  i} 
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:    the  bungalow  attendants,  and  so  got  here  leisurely. 

f    I  Walked  as  far  as  the  "  Krole,"  a  huge  mountain, 

r  which,  on  account  of  its  numerous  indentations 
{cwrls  as  they  might  be  written,)  closely  hugging 
which  the  road  winds,  has  to  be  tediously  circum- 
ambulated before  Solon,  lying  only  on  its  opposite 
side,  can  be  reached.  The  heights  round  about, 
are  just  now  occupied  by  detachments  from  the 
several  European  regiments  quartered  at  neigh- 
bouring  hill  stations,  now  out  here  for  the  usual  Bauge*. 
annual  Enfield  rifle  practice,  butts  for  which  have 
been  conveniently  ranged  in  the  vicinity.  On  some 
of  the  hill-tops  field  f  oi-tifioations  have  been  thrown 
up,  which,  with  groups  of  small  tents  here  and 
there,  and  shelter  places  behind  parapets,  give  the 
several  pickets  posted  round  about  an  appear- 
ance of  occupation  in  force  of  some  strategical 
position. 

As  we  are  travelling  on  the  postal  line,  ourDAk 
letters  are  made  up  into  a  separate  packet  marked 
♦*  outside  the  bag,'*  to  be  left  by  the  dak  rimners  as 
they  speed  by  our  halting-ground.  A  packet  was 
thrown  down  for  us  during  the  night  accordingly, 
with  a  shout  from  the  carriers  as  they  hasted  by. 
A  letter  from  a  friend  says  the  Supreme  and  Bom- 

^bay  Governments  were  not  in  accord  on  the  sub- 
j&et^f  the  troops  for  Abyssinia,  the  former  want-  The 
ing  more  to  be  sent  from  the  Bengal  side.    This  was  vertva  tbe 
naturally  resisted  by  Bombay,  to  whom  it  belonged  ^^^L 
to  furnish  all  the  requirement,  for  the  invasion  of  a  "•°*' 
country  which  fronted  their  sea-board  (i;idc^-  ^^>^ 
Writes  my  correspondent :  "  Tlie  "BoinVi^i^  ^crq^t\i.- 
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L  )  quite  capable  of  managing'  the  bna&A 
and  1  am  not  sorry  to  see  tlie  Sapreme  GoT^rnnmt 
resisted  on  this  point.  I  think,  however,  theyw* 
blundering  in  this  Abyssinian  matter.  If  I  conH 
have  been  consulted,  I  would  have  counselled  ti 
send  no  more  than  two  or  three  thousand  na 
upon  it,  for  the  present,  under  Men-iivther  u  ti* 
commander,  who  ^  aapported  with  more  if 

the  demonstration  did  not  serve  to  bring' about  tkt 
immediate  release  of  the  captives." — A  verv  Unre 
force  is  certainly  being  called  out  for  the  projeeud 
invasion,  if  we  should  consider  that  the  Portagne* 
were  able,  two  hundred  or  so  years  ago,  not  onh 
to  invade  Abyssinia,  but  even  to  march  upon  re 
capital  and  occupy  it,  with  a  force  numbering  " 
more  than  four  hundred  vien  and  some  cannon  .'  P« 
it  13  stated  that  our  only  object  is  to  effect  tk« 
]ironipt  relfasti  of  our  coiuitrymen,  and  not  tchM 
the  territory. 
iiiJesBore  ^^^  have  from  Bengal  an  instance  in  Jessore,  m 
the  night  of  the  6th  iust.,  of  a  gang  burglary  wn- 
vLTted  into  a  dacoitie.  The  robbers  attempted  m 
effect  a  noiseless  entrance  into  a  house,  but  failing- 
did  so  with  open  violence.  This  is  a  verv  commit 
practice,  as  I  have  shown,  on  the  part  of  oertaifi 
The  Local  professional  robber  classes,  ex(/r.,  of  the  Klmihaf'^* 
iiftcei.  in  youthern  India  and  JIadras  {in  tlie  lutKf 
territory  more  ordinarily  called  Kurdmrs  anJ 
Konrurroos — rvle  p.  2-5,  vol.  ii.,)  and  last  vear  th^r^ 
were  similar  cases  in  Jessore,  where  indeed  a  raw 
much  resembling  the  Kurwurroos  exists,  calle*! 
Jiad.&iiA  a,n4  liydans,  ^\\o    ■iVC&wi.^'o.  Ma.homeilafl' 
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(which    the    Korwurroos     are     not,)     like    them 
ostensibly    are  basket-makers  from  the  leaves  of 
the  date-tree,  and  like  them,  too,  are  locally  well 
known  to  be  expert  night  burglars.     The  present 
case  is  ascribed  to  common  local  thieves  ;  but  with 
the   presence   in   Jessore   (as  also  in   Dacca   and 
Mymen  Sing,)  of  the  persons  above  described,  and 
with  their  ascertained  character  for  robbery,  the 
habit  is  too  readily  followed  on  such  occasions  by 
the  local  police,  of  reporting  what  is  perpetrated  in 
that  way,  as  acts  of  simple  burglary  onhjj  the  "  deed 
of    common  local  cnminals ;  **    for   local  although 
Bedeas  are,  and  KeechucJcs  and  other  such  classes 
to  be  met  with  in  the  Lower  Provinces,  in  the  Pre- 
sidency division  particularly,  in  which  Jessore  is 
situated,   they   are   organized  robbers   addicted   to 
crime,  and  should  be  prosecuted  as  such.     It  is, 
moreover,  to  be  observed  and  noted,  that  although 
professing  to   be    Mahomedans^    these    Bedeas  or 
**mere  Shikarees y^^  (as  are  also  the  noted  Pdrdhee 
robbers  of  Berdr,  before  described — vide  p.  205,) 
worship  and  make  offerings,  as  Khaikarees  and 
other  predatory   classes  do,  to  KaU,  the   tutelary 
deity  of  them  ally  and  it  is  almost  a  sure  indication 
of  their  being  a  criminal  class  who  do  so.     During 
the  preceding  two  or  three  years,  certain  organized 
robbers   styled  the  Jenida  and  the  Mochee  gangs, 
were  put  down  by  the  special  local  Dacoitie  Depart- 
ment in  Jessore  and  neighbouring  districts,  and 
why  not  now  these  Bedeas,  or  for  the  matter  of  that 
the  gangs  from  ^*  Lohagdda^*  and  "  ^agfexrfidt "  \ici 
whom  it  is  the  fashion  to  ascribe  bo  th^ai^  ol  \^Ei.^ 
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robberies,  thoagh  with  detection  out  of  propovtioD 
to  their  excesses  ? 

\\\k  D^et-Htbrr;  Dhnrntrnpi^re  biimfotou),  eleven 
milet. — "We  left  SoIod,  as  yesterday,  after  break-  1 
but,  and  got  liere  in  tlie  middle  of  the  day,  Tery 
pleasantly,  tbe  sun's  warmth  taking  off  the  chUl- 
ness  of  the  air.  The  hill  station  uf  Subatlioo 
we  hare  left  long  behind  ;  but  here  we  are  in  ' 
^■j*''  the  neighbourhood  of  that  of  Dttyshni,  rather 
*■***■  blrftklj  sitOHted  atop  of  a  high  scarped  rock,  and 
planned,  laid  out,  and  perfected,  by  Sir  Robert 
Napier  when  he  ttss  the  Executive  Eogineer  for 
the  Sirhind  Diviaion.  Its  drawback  is  not  onlr 
the  difficult  ascent  to  it,  but  that  its  water-supply 
is  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  might  be  cut  off.— 
One  of  the  baggage  carts  was  a  long  time  delayed. 
The  Xujjoeb  in  charge  had,  against  orders,  allowed 
eighteen  bundles  belonging  to  followers,  which  had  ^ 
been  apportioned  among  the  seTeral  carts,  to  be 
flacked  upon  it,  in  addition  to  its  own  appointed 
load.  The  poor  bullock.s  were  thus  overweighted, 
so  the  delinquent  had  to  submit  to  a  fine. 

Before  leaving  the  last  stage,  I  narrated  to  some 

ThB  Buiry  officers  there  present  on  rifle  practice,  who  were 

MnrrfM  of  staying  at  the  Solon  bungalow  (one  of  whom  had 

JJ^j.^'P*' exchanged  from  Madras,  and  was  curious  on  the 

subject,  he  ha^'ing  been  present  at  the  station  od 

the  occasion,)  the  story  of  the  murder  some  time 

ago  at  Bellary,  a  Madras  station,  of   Mr.  Horslty, 

the    local  magistrate,  by  a    gang   of    those    ver/ 

Korwpe-K}iaikaree    burglars     (incidentally   alluded 

to  in  tootuoto  a^  ■5.  'i^,\  and  bow   the    man  wbo 


Some  Records  of  Crime.  46 1 

•track  the  fatal  blow,  was  eTeotaallj  detected  and 
punished,  and  I  here  transcribe  the  acconnt  of  it 
from  my  report  of  the  occurrence  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India :  *'  I  reported  last  year,  that  the 
murder  of  Hr.  Ralph  Horslej,  of  the  Madras  Civil 
Service,  in  his  hoose  at  Bellarj,  on  the  night  of 
the  4th  Julv,  1656,  had  now  been  traced  by  this 
Department,  to  a  small  gang  of  Kliaiidrees  alias 
KAnrurnxa.  The  occorrence  had  been  incidentally 
mentioned  to  me  by  a  friend  of  the  Madras  Fre> 
sidency,  who  hap[>eDed  to  be  passing  through 
Jubbulpore,  and  was  my  guest.  This  officer's 
wife  was  at  Bellary  when  the  occurrence  took 
place,  and  she  related  to  me  at  this  visit,  the 
horror  it  h:id  occasioned  througliont  the  station. 
I  was  struck  with  some  of  the  particulars  she  had 
narrated,  and  I  Felt  persuaded  in  my  mind  0/  iht 
padicnUir  ehi*f  of  ptrsons  to  wliom  the  outrage 
might  be  traced,  notwithstanding  the  general  local 
belief,  of  which  I  was  also  told,  that  it  liad  t>een 
brought  about  with  a  view  i't  obtain  pMSHi-sriioii  of 
certain  bonds  connected  with  u  case  iImii  riridcr 
investigation,  or  of  soiue  otlji-r  oHicJal  ih>fiimt:t\in 
referring  to  a  case  of  t'Ttiire  tln-u  r<*ciutlv  iiriilix 
the  lamented  geiitleniaii's  njagi-t'-rial  inrjuirv,  to 
abstract  the  private  box  iij  hJii'-Ij  \\iiy  w«r«! 
supposed  to  be  deposite'l,  tlj'.-  roblH-iK  IjshI  hcfn 
hired.  I  commuiiieale'I  at  oiir-<-  on  tlx'  kuIiJitI. 
with  Mr.  Hearn.  who  ha'J  hii<-r-i-.  tl,.,|  „„-  „« 
Assistant  General  Suj.'-rint-'.'ii'li  nt  ai  JJcl/iKiin, 
and  desired  him  s«-j'arat«-ly  to  »-A:i»iin«-  «*i-rt-A\n 
of   bis  approvers  utrl   pnsoii'.-rK    •'!.., „■    j    itniiiiiL^ 
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and  tbe  racnlt  was  that  my  suspicions  were  con- 
firmed. 

"  Mr.  Ralph  llorslej  resided  with  his  brotbeT 
(alao  a  member  of  the  Madras  Ciiil  Service,  and 
then  but  nwontly  joined,)  in  a  bungalow  somewhat 
dotached  from  the  other  dwellings  of  the  statioR 
(»t  a  lonely  spot  cloao  by  a  small  temple.)  Thep 
occupied  opposite  sides  of  the  houat!,  and  that 
evening  two  young  military  friends  from  the 
cantoumeiitfl  had  dined  with  them.  On  their 
departure  the  two  brothers  parted  for  the  night : 
'The  deceased  rutiredto  his  dressing-room,  where 
he  undressed,  and,  after  reading  and  praying,  as 
was  his  praotioe,  he  called  his  servant,  gave  him 
his  candle,  and  lay  down  on  his  bed.'  At  mid- 
night, when  all  was  hushed,  a  servant  sleeping  in| 
thu  verandah,  was  aroused  by  a  sharp  cry  from 
his  master,  proowding  from  an  inner  apartment, 
on  his  entering  which  he  found  him  lying  on  his 
face  weltering  in  blood.  A  stab  on  the  back, 
intUcted  from  behind,  had  extended  to  a  vital  part 
of  the  chest,  and  death  had  already  taken  place. 
The  consternation  was  great^ — -the  younger 
brother's  distress  indescribable.  As  reported  by 
the  senior  magistrate  of  the  district: — 'The 
perpetration  of  this  atrocious  act,  excited  feelings 
of  horror  and  indignation  throughout  the  whola 
community,  for  the  amiable  young  man  was  re- 
spected by  all  and  beloved  by  many." 

"  From  the  spot  where  the  body  was  discoveredt 
it  was  evident  he  had  detected  the  presence  of  ihi 
roV)beT8,  ioT  \ve  \y*^  vvfte-a  \\QWi.  Via  bed,  delihcr* 
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fttely  put  on  hiB  slippers,  and  f  olloired  tbem  into  ft 
room  at  the  other  end  of  his  apartment,  and  was 
there  set  npon  and  deprived  of  life. 

"  1  have  in  former  Reports  described  the  habits 
of  robbers  of  this  class,  and  that  in  gang  burglary 
the  leader  particularlj  of  the  gang,  was  always 
armed  with  a  knife  or  a  dagger. 

*'  Because  a  writing-box  was  carried  off  from 
under  the  deceased's  bed,  containing  official  papem, 
it  wai  considered,  as  above  stated,  that  the 
possession  of  those  papers  was  the  object  for  the 
robbery  ;  and  because  a  gardener  or  bullock •cnrt 
driver  in  Mr.  Horsley's  service,  stated  he  had,  wlion 
the  alarm  was  taken  up,  perceived  some  men 
hurrying  through  the  premises,  he  was  sURpoctod 
of  complicity,  arrested,  confined  for  an  indcfinilo 
period,  and,  it  has  been  said,  died  in  tho  interval. 
Bnl  the  box  and  the  pajwi-s  were  fonml  in  hovip  Intiku-n 
ground  in  the  ouUkirts  of  fhej^ace,  Imt  iwi  the  vmiv 
valuable  eontetifs,  and  the  depredators  were  Kunrrv- 
KhaikareeSf  who  never  commit  robbery  aHHciciiiti'd 
with  local  parties." 

A  farther  clue  was  acquired  in  IIiIk  wiiy  :  A 
Khaikaree prisoner  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  llciiin  nl 
Belgaum,  from  the  Toomkoor  jai!  in  .M  vmoit.  to  lii< 
confronted  with  approvers.  The  (viilrnci-,  on  lux 
being  recognizvd,  of  gein-ral  diK-r-itii'.  In  in;'  ^ll.lllJ^ 
against  him,  he  confessed,  ami  in  iIjc  rin,i:-<'  xl  In.'. 
•xamioation,  let  out  that  a  lt-:iil<r  •')'  tli'-  tiili< 
named  //'HKvira,  wax  e(jiieerii(f<j  in  t)i>'  iniiiilii  "1,1 
an  European  gentleman  at  JJ<  liar  y."  <\\\  \»Hiy 
further  questioned,  tLe  period  of   i\n;   iinuAiv   v.v»» 
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elicited.  An  arresting  party  was  thereupon  sent 
cut  to  search  out  Hunoora.  Xarrowly  escaping 
arprehension,  he  was  next  heard  of  as  having 
rt»?entl7  ommitted  a  gang  robbery  on  the  far  side 
of  the  frontier  of  Mvsore  territory,  and  later  on  he 
was  apprehended  by  the  Mumlutdar  of  Kooshal- 
nus'gur  in  the  Coorg  country,  but  from  whoae 
c:i5t«>iy  he  escape*!  just  btfore  our  own  detectives 
had  Ojine  u:..  Our  information  was  that  he  had 
aI?o  murlerel  his  wife  and  a  jail  chupprassee; 
had  o^mmitted  a  long  list  of  open  dacoitie  and 
gang  burglary  ;  had  twice  effected  his  escape  from 
Mysore  jail  after  conviction ;  and  twice  from 
fi^i'lice  parties  in  whose  custody  he  was.  And  it 
stranorelv  turned  out,  that  when  mvself  Assistant 
General  Superintendent  at  Belgaum,  I  had  this 
vt.-rv  //■  .-.'  '7  arrested  in  ^Madras  territorv  for 
<i:i'?':'it:tL'  ow  H<'!i:bay  crround.  He  escaped  on  thii 
I  v'?;!.-:":!  :r"!ii  a  {Mrty  *•/  rJu  h^alj'-'i'* ,  wliile  uiuier 
ri.t.ir  ts?"rt  to  my  camp.  This  was  sul>5..':-;t*:ir  to 
th»,-  n.ur-ltr  of  ^Ir.  Ht..r>lev  ;  for  of  that  tvcr.r  I 
Wiis  !.'T   evt'ii   aware,   as    I   was    absent   froir:  r^:- 

cou!.trv  at  tlic  date  of  its  occurreiiee,    and,  iLiieei 

ft 

I  onlv  learnt  of  it  for  the  first  time  six  vears  after 

■  • 

tlu-  date  of  it,  accidental! v  from  mv  cruests  at 
Jubluil|V're,  as  above  stated,  after  my  aj^pointnitiit 
t(i  the  head  of  the  Department. 

The  discovery  was  finallv  arrived  at  in  tL:> 
manner  :  I  had,  when  I  was  Sir  AVilliam's  A><:s:a:it 
at  lielcraiim,  for  some  years  conducted  operariocs 
against  the  Khaikarees,  and  was  well  acquaintei 
Avilh  t\ie\Y  \\v.v\V\V?»  ?l\\^ \^^^\5N\^\  ways  of  commitricg 


'^ 
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crime,  and  of  which  I  had  submitted  a  full  report  to 
the  Bombay  Government  {vide  p.  426.)  I  had  been 
giving  some  anecdotes  about  them  to  our  guests 
at  the  dinner  table,  when  the  much-esteemed  lady  I 
have  above  alluded  to,  musingly  said,  "  I  wonder 
who  it  was  who  killed  poor  Mr.  Horsley  1  "  a 
remark  which  excited  my  curiosity ;  whereupon  she 
related  the  particulars — thinking  out  which  during 
the  night,  I  read  out  to  her  at  breakfast  next 
morning,  my  notes  of  our  conversation  the  pre- 
vious evening,  and  inquired  whether  they  tallied 
with  what  she  had  said  of  the  murder  ;  being 
satisfied  upon  which  point,  I  telegraphed  to  Mr. 
Hearn,  my  Assistant  at  Belgaum,  immediately  to 
place  certain  of  his  Khaikarees  whom  I  knew,  in  the 
strictest  separate  confinement  without  possibility 
of  communicating  with  each  other,  and  to  await 
further  instructions  by  post ;  and  by  post  I  supplied 
him  with  a  list  of  questions  (not  any  one  of  which 
was  a  leading  one,)  and  requested  him  himself  to 
put  them  very  carefully  in  the  order  of  their  suc- 
cession, to  each  one  of  the  confined  individuals  in 
his  place  of  close  confinement ;  further,  to  restrict 
himself  to  those  questions  only,  himself  take  down 
e€Lch  man^s  distinct  reply  thereto^  and  to  send  off  the 
results  to  me  by  post.  All  this  precaution  was,  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  any  trumped-up  story  by 
bhe  examined  men  in  collusion  with  each  other. 
The  replies  were  satisfactory  :  each  man  knew  that 
%  "  Sahib  **  was  murdered  a  time  back  by  a  g^\i^ 
3f  the  tribe ;  three  independently  stated tVie^ervo^^ 
9W0  the  place  of  the  occurrence,  one  t\ie  gana^  ooxi- 
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cemed,  aud  ouo  claimed  the  leader  of  it,  whomb 
named,  as  tiis  accomplice  in  dacoitie,  an  had  bom  li- 
readii  Tcrorded  htj  him  in  the  nai-raiire  of  his  mpn  mmi- 
nal  career :  while  yet  one  similarly  olaimed  another 
of  tlie  ganjor,  whom  too,  he  had  prcviotisly  named  lU 
Aw  aceumjilice:  in  robbeiy  ;  bat  none  of  the  depoueBts 
personally  "  belouged  to  the  gang  "  on  the  occasion 
of  the  murder.  Thus  we  had  evidence  of  the  tiroe, 
the  place,  the  occurrence,  and  the  names  of  two  of 
the  persons  stated  to  have  been  concerned,  ^ 
separately  and  independently  elicited ;  and  on? 
registers  showed  that  the  two  named  persons  weru 
brothers,  and  that  one  of  those  two  had  been  in  onr 
custody  before,  aa  I  have  said,  and  was  let  to  escape 
by  the  local  police  (p.  404;)  that  he  was  the  leader 
of  the  gung  on  the  occasion  of  the  murder ;  and 
further,  that  they  both  (the  declared  leader  and 
his  brother,)  were  claimed  as  accomplices  by  two 
approvers,  each  in  a  distinct  act  of  authenticakJ 
dacoitie  previously  recorded  by  them,  each  in  his 
own  distinct  narrative  of  his  career.  And  althougii 
all  this  was  not  direct  evidence,  it  was,  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  became  divulged,  sufficient  for 
me,  in  so  special  and  calamitous  a  case,  to  tak< 
action  upon  it.  Connecting  my  knowledge  that 
among  Korwee-Khaikarees,  when  engaged  in  gang- 
burglary,  the  person  who  first  crawls  into  the 
premises  burglariously  entered  after  their  manner, 
is,  as  a  general  custom,  the  leader  of  the  gang,  and 
that  he  is  always  provided  with  a  knife  [fhoomt,) 
heM  geiieTa\W  in  his  mouth,  with  which  to  cutawa? 
hanging  \i\m.&ea,  ot  Iqv  ^}aa  Y'^x^^aft  of  defence 
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should  the  occasion  arise  ;  connecting  those  items 
with  the  fact  that  Mr.  Horsley  was  stabbedy  I  felt 
sure  of  the  hani  by  which  that  deed  was  done,  and 
it  was  for  the  leader  Hunoora  himself,  therefore, 
that  I  was  resolved  to  search  ;  on  the  additional 
ground  also,  that  he  was  a  fugitive  who  had  es- 
caped in  a  manner  from  my  own  custody.  On  the 
back  of  all  this  followed  the  additional  information 
presently  divulged  by  the  prisoner  received  from  the 
Toomcoor  Jail  (p.  463 ;)  and  so  a  pursuit  was  started  ^e^Mu™ 
accordingly,  with  the  additional  result  that  we  now  ^®'®'- 
got  into  a  hotter  scent  of  the  man.  He  wm  at  length 
found  and  captured.  Many  of  his  misdeeds  then 
came  to  light,  one  being  the  murder  of  his  wife. 
He  had  been  in  jail  undergoing  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour.  When  the  period  of  it  had  expired 
and  he  was  liberated,  he  on  rejoining  his  people 
became  suspicious  of  the  fidelity  of  his  wife  during 
his  incarceration.  He  stew  her  out  in  the  open 
country,  tied  up  her  body  in  a  date-leaf  matting^ 
and  cast  the  bundle  down  a  well.  On  a  subsequent 
occasion  of  imprisonment,  he  was  for  some  reason 
— I  think  of  transfer  to  another  place  of  custody — 
sent  away  under  the  charge  of  a  single  peon  or 
jail  warder.  As  the  two  journeyed,  the  day  being 
very  hot  and  both  athirst,  they  stopped  by  the  way 
at  a  well,  one  of  those  led  down  into  by  a  flight  of 
stone  steps  to  the  brink  of  the  water.  The  warder, 
in  his  haste  to  drink,  thoughtlessly  divested  him- 
self of  both  his  belt  and  his  sword,  deposited  them 
on  a  step,  bid  his  prisoner  take  care  oi  \iJci©rcL  VtS^^ 
he  slaked  his  tbirat,  "  when  it  wo\i\^  "b^  \vv^  >b\aTi.  \>c^ 
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acended  to  the  water  and  stooped  to  drink. 

i  ii  m  followed,  slew  the  poor  man  with  liu 
'11  sword,  cast  the  corpse  into  the  waiw, 
^nocked  off  hia  fetters,  threw  them  also  into  tk 
water,  and  the  murdered  man's  belt  and  bra« 
breast-plate,  appropriated  the  sword,  and  made  ofi. 
We  committed  Himoora  for  trial,  in  view  to  a  capital 
conviction,  to  the    ^-  f  the     Chief    Commi-'- 

sioner  for  Mysore.  He  was  convicted,  but  JiV.  I 
Bmcnng,  who  held  that  high  office,  demurred  to paa 
the  extreme  sentence  upon  him,  fop  want  of  » 
eye-witness  to  the  act  of  stabbing,  and  the  punisb- 
ment  awarded  was  transportatiok  for  life.  1^* 
afterwards  arrested  his  brother  also,  and  had  tia 
successfully  tried  on  the  general  charg-e  as  a  profes- 
sional dacoit.  He  also  was  convicted  and  aimilarlj 
sentenced.  From  him  we  learnt  more  circumstsr- 
tially  how  Jlr.  Horsley  lost  his  life.  It  was  tbit*: 
The  pang  consisted  of  llivce  persons  only,  so  ih* 
brother  asserted.  They  had  lurked  in  the  roinci 
temple  near  which  Mr.  Horsley'a  bungalow  ffii 
situated  for  some  days,  intent  on  robbing  it  direct^ 
the  dark  nights  should  be  on.  All  bouses  in  Iniiu 
are  kept  open  to  tlio  air  directly  after  sunset,  par- 
ticularly ill  tiio  hot  weather.  The  robbers  watched 
it  that  night  when  the  two  officers  from  the  caBi'^n' 
ments  came  there  to  dine  with  the  two  brothiT* 
Ralph  and  "William  Horsley  (p.  402.)  The  elder 
brother  had  certainly  lately  been  investitnitini^  * 
torture  case  in  his  Court,  the  papers  connected  wiii 
which  he  used  to  put  by  in  hia  despatch-box,  an  usuil 


Some  Records  of  Crime.  469 

this  box  used  to  be  taken  away  after  cutcherry 
hours,  and  placed  under  the  gentleman's  bedstead, 
as  the  robbers  had  perceived.  That  bed-room 
being  led  into  through  an  open  archway  from 
the  verandah,  as  also  another  sleeping  apart- 
ment beyond  it,  and  a  bath-room  similarly  passed 
into  from  it,  a  full  view  into  those  apartments 
could  be  obtained  by  anyone  standing  outside,  as 
also  into  the  spacious  dining-room  and  other 
chambers  of  the  bungalow.  Within  the  above  inner 
sleeping  room,  a  framework  of  netting  stretched 
upon  it,  had  lately  been  constructed  over  a  low  bed- 
stead or  chdrpaee  inside  thereof — or  a  muchurddvee 
as  such  a  contrivance  is  called,  a  kind  of  gauze  or 
net  covered  room,  for  protection  against  mosquitoes 
— and  beyond  it  was  a  cupboard  in  which  the  house- 
hold plate  was  deposited  of  a  night.  It  is  a  habit 
also  with  some,  as  it  was  on  this  melancholy  occa- 
sion, to  keep  an  oil  night-light  burning  in  the  bath- 
room. When  smoking  had  succeeded  at  the  table 
after  the  removal  of  the  dinner  things,  the  conver- 
sation turning  upon  curiosities  and  such  topics,  the 
elder  Horsley  desired  his  peon  or  chupprdsee,  to 
fetch  his  despatch-box  from  under  his  bedstead, 
that  on  which  he  slept  in  the  adjoining  bed-room. 
This  done,  he  opened  it,  and  produced  a  fine  silver 
snuff-box,  which  he  showed  to  his  young  guests  as 
being  some  gift  or  family  heirloom.  Again  locking 
up  which,  he  sent  the  box  to  be  deposited  in  its 
customary  place.  All  this  was  observed  by  the 
watchful  robbers  lurking  in  the  darko\itE\3L^.  ^^- 
and-by  "  the  two  Sahibs  rode  away    \rpoTi  \Xv^vc 
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Balph  went  into  his  room  to  undrem  snd 
retire ;  his  younger  brother  with  a  liffht-ed  cigar 
took  the  round  of  the  grounds,  visited  hia  dogs, 
went  to  his  brother's  room,  wished  him  good  nigbl. 
and  went  to  bed  on  his  side  of  the  residence.  And 
now  soon,  everyone  was  asleep ;  and  nothing 
preventing,  the  robber  leader  crept  into  the  bed- 
room softly  througu  rched  entrance,  noise- 
lessly lifted  the  despatch -bos,  handed  it  to  his 
brother,  and  he  to  the  man  outside.  One  nejt 
stole  softly  towards  the  farther  sleeping  apart- 
ment. Something  or  other  roused  Ralph  HorelcT. 
By  the  dim  light  of  the  lamp  in  the  aide  httle 
room,  he  perceived  a  man,  not  Biinotyra  but  his 
brother  Hnnmunta,  stealing  towards  the  other 
room,  and  at  once  divined,  as  we  suppose,  th»l 
the  robbers'  object  was  the  plate  cujtboard,  as 
indeed  it  was.  He  quietly  thereupon  slipped  on 
Ills  slippers,  rose,  followed  the  man  (beincr  himself 
the  while  as  stealtliily  followed  by  Hunoors.) 
entered  the  other  room  by  its  open  archwar,  aai 
flinging  his  arms  round  the  man  closed  with  hir^. 
but  was  instantly  sprung  upon  by  the  other  and 
HfdI'hfd  h]i  him  vitJi  liin  knife  from  behind  dervh^  Jov-i' 
into  ihc  rhi-nt.  Uttering  a  piercing  shriek,  he  fell 
through  the  mosquito  friime  and  perished.  Tfaf 
disturbed  robbers  at  ouce  decamped.  Breabw 
open  the  tin  despatch-box  iu  some  covert  groui'i 
hard  by,  and  abstracting  from  it  the  coreftti  xilm- 
!iuiiff-ho,r,  they  cast  the  box  away  then  and  ihrn'. 
and  all  its  scattered  contents,  and  hurried  aw^i' 
with    their   only  prize,  that  silver    siiuff-box,  Ui 
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with  murder  upon  their  brows.  For  the  man  said 
they  were  never  at  rest,  always  fearful,  knowing 
full  well  that  the  murder  of  a  Sahih  would  be  surely 
followed  out  sooner  or  later. 

I  have  always  thought  of  this  success  with  much 
satisfaction.  Mr.  L.  Bo  wring,  who  tried  the  case,  Mr.Lewin 
belonged  to  the  Bengal  Civil  Service,  a  highly  ^®^^^*!^^ 
talented  gentleman,  the  Private  Secretary  {vide 
p.  189,)  of  the  grandly  toiling,  overwrought.  Can- 
ning throughout  the  period  of  the  Indian  Mutiny, 
that  troublous  time  when  all  eyes  were  turned 
upon  the  Governor-General  of  the  convulsed 
country.  No  small  or  ordinary  labour  was  that 
endured  by  Bowring  in  the  service  of  that 
overtaxed  nobleman.  His  guerdon  for  the  time, 
was  appointment  to  tlie  Chief  Commissioner- 
ship  of  Mysore,  a  province  to  be  held  during 
the  Rajah's  minority,  under  the  administration 
of  the  British  Government,  an  extensive  and 
an  important  charge.  Although  somewhat  scru- 
pulous in  the  case  of  Hunoora,  and  hopeful  of 
the  ability  of  the  Mysore  Police  to  cope  with 
the  robbers  of  the  class  to  which  that  convict 
belonged,  overrunning  Mysore  and  Coorg  (and  the 
Madras  Presidency  also,)  Bowring  was  one  of  those 
well-sighted  men  who  could  take  a  practical  view 
of,  and  place  due  weight  upon,  evidence  such  as 
that  we  sent  up,  by  the  reception  of  which  only  it 
was  possible  effectually  to  put  down  such  asso- 
ciations. He  afforded  us  valuable  assistance 
within  the  limits  of  his  territory,  and  was  always 
ready  to   co-operate    with    us   in    the  puraxjit  ol 
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3.     He  sent  me  a  photo^aph  of  HunoOTi, 
still    possess, — of     a    stark,     nnliaaged 

')ecember :  Edllca,  Hoiet  "  Srahminef  B«fl," 

II         — Jones,  the  Police  Officer,  rode  up  frca 

k     nd  dined  with  us  last  nig'ht  at  Dhaimin- 

re,       id    also    breakfasted    with    us     there  Uiu 

morning.      »v  e    .  -to    come    away  froa 

that   always    enjoyable    spot,    its    Dak    bungalo* 

being  pleasantly  situated,  and  aU  its  surroundings 

agreeable, — The  post  brought  in  a   heavy  packet, 

containiiicr  among  other  intelligence,  a  report  fi 
DaMltie»t      j         -^        .  t^,  ,        ■      n-       i    i  -       , 

Dhtxaij*.^  dacoitie  at  Uhooraya  in  IVowlghur,  committed  »t 

the  unusual  hour  of  3  a.m.,  which,  as  not  ad- 
mitting of  sufficient  time  for  getting  far  enoa^ 
away  by  dawn  of  day,  leads  to  a  supposition  tlwil 
the  perpetrators  may  be  discorered  to  Lave  come 
from  the  neighbourhood — date,  7th  instant- 
booty,  897^  rupees ;  and  as  Meenas  have  no 
want  of  patrons  among  local  authorities,  it  can 
bo  conceived  why  that  hour  should  be  chosen  by 
them  if  they  were  the  perpetrators. 

We  left  Dhurrumpore  soon  after  breakfast.  I 
walked  eight  miles  of  the  way; — and  on  horseback 
the  rest  of  it,  was  accompanied  by  an  old  soldier 
upon  a  pony,  of  the  8th  King's  Own,  now  belouj- 
ing  to  the  104th.     He  was  going  on  leave  to  A<rra 

•  P.S.— I  liavenlo  iilinlojjraphs  of  jinwCT  jl?/i,whoa.'!samr!»!f>i 

Mr.  Norman,  the  Cliiuf  Jiistire  of  the  Hif;h  Court  of  Caknti*  ;  of 
ai-ere  Alii,  wlio  hnrbaronsly  slew  nolile  Lord  iliiyo  exactly  in  th* 
wime  iiiiinn'T  as  Mr.  llorslcy's  life  was  taken  ;  also  of  B«f.'s 
i'liiipier,  UotiKliince  Kent,  w\4  Dr.  TiytUwA. 
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to  spend  Christmas  with  his  son,  a  signaller  in  the 
telegraph  oflBce.  An  old  campaigner,  he  was  a 
fine  specimen  of  a  steady  soldier,  and  wore  four 
good  conduct  badges. — ^After  an  early  dinner  at 
this  "  Hotel,"  the  sign-board  of  which  displays  a 
hugely-humped  Brahminee  Bull  (the  nom-de-plume 
of  Herbert  Edwardes,  his  graphic  communications 
to  the  newspapers  always  bearing  that  quaint 
signature,)  we  got  into  a  Ddk  Gharee  early  in  the 
afternoon,  and  in  that  way  travelled  the  forty-five 
miles  to  Umbalah,  reaching  it  at  midnight  by  a 
full  moon.  The  poor  little  post-horses  were  much 
jaded,  owing  to  the  numerous  requisitions  for 
conveyances  by  travellers  coming  away  from 
Simlah,  but  as  there  were  relays  at  every  five 
miles,  and  the  different  posts  well  supplied — not 
usually  so  when  the  demand  is  greater  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Simlah  season — we  got  on  fairly 
well,  the  weather,  too,  being  cold ;  but  there  was 
BO  accommodation  for  us  on  arrival  at  the  Um- 
balah Ddk  bungalow,  so  we  slept  out  the  night  in 
our  post  carriages. 

14th  December ;     Umbalah    Dak    bungalorv. — Up  ^™^*^*» 
very  early,  and  walked  about  the  cantonments — 
all  so  clean  swept  and  neat — particularly  **  Paget 
Park,"   a   recreation   ground    enclosed   with    an 
ornamental  wall,  and  laid  out  by  Lord   George 
Paget  when  he  commanded  here.     A  heavy  post 
kept  me  busy  through  the  day.     It  brought  me  a  ^^^^^ 
reply  to  my  late  Report  about  the  condition    of  °^«^^ 
Shekawatie.     Of  old  never  very  irieudX^  \»o  oxtt^i^v^ 
DepaTtnwnt,  although  on  the  whole  uovj  ia^NOxxt-  ^Wv^ 
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ablv,  I  think,  disposed  towards  it,  Sir  John 
Lawrence  '•sees  no  valid  reason"  why  all  that 
is  necessary  should  not  be  accomplished  fcy  ft« 
/.*•:/  i^luiral  officers.  My  statements  are  cob- 
sidereii  **  vague  and  general,"  but  a  special 
arrangement  in  the  sense  of  my  proposali 
under  the  control  of  the  Agent  to  the  Governor- 
General  in  Rajpootanah,  "  might  be  found 
desirable/'  and  a  reference  would  be  made  to 
that  officer. — I  am  not  so  discouraged  by  this 
reply,  for  I  perceive  in  it  a  spirit  of  concession, 
abrupt  though  the  tone  should  be,  and  I  do  not 
fear  the  result  of  the  reference  to  Colonel  Keatinge. 
or  to  any  one  capable,  after  local  investigation,  of 
forming  an  opinion  upon  what  I  had  submitted  of 
the  truly  luckless  and  unhappy  region.* 

IT)'/'  r^' r^m^ri' ;  ■S»//"/'/y,  Kni'tfil  Z)tlk  IningaJoic— 
We  left  Uml  iilah  at  8  p.m.  last  night,  and  travelled 
t!:o  forty-iivo  miles  to  this  place  by  Dak,  verv 
0  iiifortai^lv,  arrivinsf  hero  at  O.30  this  inoruiiig* 
b'.;t  tiie  ].« »"r  j^ost-lioixes  o\\  this  side  of  the  route, 
ha  1  i>ecn  working  double  tides,  and  in  some  p^irts 
kA  the  carriage  journey,  had  to  perform  two  stag^^ 
toorether  without  chamriiiiT. — Visited  the  old  too, 
and  walked  all  about  the  extensive  place. 


*  P.S. — I  aiuicipate  by  this  footnote  what  will  preseutly  ^'• 
c<»utir:iRMl  in  due  course  of  the  narration.  Tlie  Aizeut  tu  ^^'^ 
Gvnoin'»r-(j*'iu  ral.  to  whom  my  Keport  and  the  above  ivj-l.  rbeMO 
were  iviVin  d,  him>«.'lt  repjrtcd  in  rL-t'irn.  lo  the  etlV-et  that  tie 
condition  of  Shok.iwjitie  was  worse  in  all  his  experience  hithertOj 
I'f  the  Wi^rst  ctnidueted  provinces,  and  he  ipiiie  a:;re«-.l  wiihin* 
in  t\ie  i\v'v:v!>^*\V\  Vox  U\\i  S!^)ecial  measures  I  had  advocated,  i^a 
wliieli  Nvov^i  \\\^\e^i'\  ^Oiv>y\.^'\,  "Q^"s.  \si^^  \yii,  \^;^\i  farther  on. 


T  mil«s  fir  &  KTin^  tiimts  ji  ::^u  7CKtt 
id  a  aTS.  ^iu  -r'limka  if  xhum.  ■'nnd  mc 
«Dd  for  jasni^  -m  iii"^  «nu  >if  ZAnfr  irt^ 

e  rapi-ilj  ca.     T^  nigm  inr  -vi*  T^rr  vvii  *$ 
iaahed  strioii  n.      Tiinria  aiocsizf  wy 
iage  sod'iitlT  *:Ciiit;  h^^rua  &  ic«  '^^^''''^'^'sxwm* 
1  cart-    Tt*  g-aiy-^A-   ta*  tfcjvwrt  off  Ki*  *'''**^» 
and  bnn.  ac-iiiT  ¥zr..z~^  -c:  li*  «ivr.veya!uv 
en.      This   hAi-;ie-*>i   eliiae    :o    lio    nim<iMi« 
rb  gateway  of  cli  I>c!i:.     Ha:lir.jr  iho  «itV's 
age,  which  ha-i  r=a  on,  to  slop,  wo  lO)^'^^^o^ 
jleted  the   rest   of    the  distance  in   it,   nn«) 
ited  at  our  tents  in  the  "Metcalfe  tiitnlouM'* 
onr  before  dawn.     Our  camp  had  Ivcn  oinn. 
.blr  pitched,  all  the  office  Iwxes  nnijii'd,  iIid 
ral  writing-tables  set  and  supptiod,  itll  Aha/.m 
tied-up  bundles  of  Ternaculnr  papcm  wntppKil 
oths  being  so  culled,)  laid  out  upuii  M|irt'ii<l  mil. 
ets  for  the  mohurrirs  or  niitivo  \vnii'i'.s,  mnl 
)-thing  hdd  in  readiness  fi>r  tin?  I't-iit-Htil  >ir 
:,    the    estiiblishnients    li:iviiiir    iil.><i»    nnuiil 
to    work    wo  all  set  diruclly  l(rfiiUa.-.t    xt,i.> 
,  and  the  office  people  liiirl  giitlit-rcil. 
mmn  Mf€iia  was  ul ways  a  conMiiriiiiialu  inuui    «,    .    ,  , 
lad  too  long  escapL'd  dt.*t<*(.'tioii.     A   n7/i:.i.  1,  ,1  ;';     '   ' 
it,  and  a  very  notorioiiH  rnUhvi;  In:  \,u>i  .iIh.m^.  '*    ■■ 
iged    to    bafile   pursuit,    aicJ     ti>    tlo-lui     .,,,, 
iting  parties.     We  liitvi?  n.   n-poi  1    i,.,^,    \t,,»u 
iiidar  'IWkaram,  on  c<jujiij;iiii]  ui  Ki»K  V'<'>>v\>. 


47* 


5!wwf  Riearis  0f  Crime. 


dated  the  llth  instaBt — ^ihe  same  Nujjeeb  olM^ 
wbo  80  sooeessfoUy  ran  down  Agurjes  and 
(riflfe  pp.  233  and  438,)— deacrifamg  how 
the   man   had   escaped   arraet.    The.  TomaaM 
reportB  he  got  tidingBof  the  said  CSuxma  and 
other  general  number  men,  b«ng  aft  BoirM^ 
Tillage  in  Ulwur  territory :  ^  I  handed  Ofer 
guard  to  my  '  lanoe/  and  started  for  that  phob- 
accompanied  by  approver  Hookma  Meena,  and  \if 
some  of  his  people  and  of  our  own  Nujjeebs.    Oos- 
cealing  ourselves  before  the  day  broke,  outside  d 
the  village,  I  secretly  sent  a  Nujjeeb  with  a  reqaeit 
to  the  Jemadar  of  the  place,  to  come  out  to  ii 
with  some  horsemen,  but  what  did  he  do?   Hi 
immediately  sent  word  to  the  fugitives  to  look  oni 
and  then  coolly  came  oat  to  our  concealment^  ai  2 
to  assist  us  !     The  horsemen  next  affected  to  iiif 
us  in  closing  exit  from  the  Meena  quarter.    0^ 
object  was  to  prevent  those  in  it  from  coming  out 
to  help  Choona  should  we  find  him  in  his  housei 
but,  on  the  contrary,  they  hinted  to  them  to  rusk 
out  to  rescue  him  if  we  found  him,  for  all  these 
fellows  are  all  one  with  the  Meenas.     As  I  came 
up  to  Choona's  dwelling,  the  two  scouts  sent  oot 
by  the  local  Jemadar  to  forewarn  him,  emerged 
from  it.     They  declared  they  did  not  know  whether 
Choona  was  within  or  not.     We  forced  the  do* 
and  got  inside.     It  was  just  dawn,  and  as  I  cafl* 
up  and  went    in,  lo  !  there  was  Choona   himsdf 
confronting  us.     Hookma's  men  cast  down  the* 
shields  and  swords,  and  flung  themselves  upon  hi* 
He  sWpp^^  ixoTcv  MJckevT  ^wjs^  ^tA^^s  pushing  8W»y 
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i  I  threw  mrseif  upon  him  and  enclosed  liim 

'  arms.    We  vrresUed,  and  in  doing  so  we 

ler  passed  into  Choona's  own  room.     Some 

}  DOW  flaag  stones  from  the  top  of  the  house 

^or  party  Wlovr  outside,   and  this  miido  tbom 

■ve  the  spot,  one  of  the  Nujjeeba   Laving  been 

Ujr  hit  with  a  stone  upon  his  head.    The  Niijjeeb 

at   them,   but   got   another  blow   and   full 

ned.     Within  the  place,  however,  Choona  was 

tapon  the  ground  under  me,  and  I  over  him, 

ag  him  tightly.     Upon  this  his  son  Sheodtin 

ilud   me  sword    in    Land.     I  wardt-d  off   hii» 

I  with  my  spear.     I  had  received  several  such 

I  upon  it,  when  Sheodau,  seeing  he  could  not 

1  or  wound  me,  seized  me  by  the  baud  nrid 

I  my  fingers  backwards,  while  Choona's  wife 

at  me    and   bit  me  on    the  thigh.     They 

iter  wrested  the  spear  from  my  grasp,  and  I 

,  three  sword-cuts  on  my  right  ann,  a  cut 

pmy  left  eye,  and  another  across  my  left  eoMar- 

e.     Choona  and  his   son   did   thijt^nnd   thi>ii 

lona  managed  to  get  away  from  me.     lie  wii« 

pursued  by  the  horsemen,  nor  did   tlioy  iivoii 

ne  to  assist  us.'    As  to  our  Nujjeebs,  they  had 


—It  WM  ■  Ung  tima  befcm  w»  Iim)    Uw<  ' 
I  bolil  of  Chooua  M««iia  a(t«iD|  ikoititli   wn 
:inii™t  to  be  A  wrf  uU*e  ihrrH       tl 
'   '        V  tTfuun  (tMiiitiB  '>f    r 
[  111.?   2wl   No*. 
i  I  ;  UmI  in  tlu)  cat :     i 

iii.'i    l.tiartl'nn'.  /(rtir    lim»*    >h    ■/'••■> 
,  in  ordnt  tl)  wirr]  off  *a>|>trH>n  ••   li>  wIiM  V«  w 
mOj  olTen-d  I"  ffw  iitlgrftMtitin   M  |ii  Um  %• 
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after  their  approver.  I  was  wotiDdied,f 
say  in  the  very  presence  of  the  horscaiw 
L^  }ir  commander,  yet  they  did  not  endeavnnr 
lO  i  e  tho  runaway.  I  asked  the  local  Jema-iir 
to  seuc  someone  to  dress  my  hurts  ;  he  said  ther* 
was  no  one  there  able  to  do  30,  and  when  I  asW 
him  and  the  commander  of  the  horsemen  for  m«ai>t 
to  get  back  to  my  y,^^  y  declined  to  let  me  h; 

any.  And  when  at  last  I  had  managed  to  set  cfl 
with  my  men  on  our  return  to  Kot-e-Pootlee,  and 
had  reached  B6dnee,  two  koss  distant  from  BII^ 
rode,  wo  were  overtaken  by  the  Tuhseeldar  »ai 
the  Thanadar  of  the  latter  place,  with  a  bodytX 
about  fifty  horsemen,  and  charged  with  plundemr 
the  village,  and  that  we  must  go  back  with  then, 
or  they  would  compel  us  to  do  so.  We  explaisfti 
that  it  was  not  so,  but  that  we  had  come  there  10 
arrest  registered  criminals.  The  Thanadiir  herv- 
upon  abused  approver  Hookma  roundly  for  bnD<Hn; 
ua  there  ;  and  it  all  ended  in  our  being  maile 
prisoners  and  taken  back  to  Burrodp,  and  there  »' 
evening  my  wounds  were  sewn  up. 

"  And  1  am  even  now  at  Burrode,  and  vet  aliti' 
by  tlic  favour  of  Government,  although  boli 
Clioona  and  bis  son  f^heodan  did  their  best  w 
slay  me.     Jly  wounds  ai-c  three  sword-cuts  on  mt 

ihe  iBodin^'  two  of  these  affaire,  while  preparing;  to  canroui.  tf 
ho  dill,  the  othpr  two !  Ilia  offer  was  on  a  condilion  of'  f«rfi 
Imt  on  reference  thereuf  to  myself,  I  ileclined  Ut  accent  nnvtluis 
but  HW-nnditionnl  gun-emler.  He  also  was  arreEteil  at  ]«e1,  ud 
both  fatlier  anil  smi  wore  conrii-M  on  the  general  chai^  of '  ja» 
fe3a\oT\a\    dacuVAe,  Mii   BC'o.Vcwe.e.A   to    tmnsportalion.     Tlfl  n 
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left  arm,  one  being  sewn  up  with  five  stitches,  one 
with  three,  and  the  other  with  one  ;  three  sword- 
cuts  on  the  right  arm,  one  sewn  up  with  seven 
stitches,  one  with  three,  and  the  other  with  one ; 
a  sword-blow  on  the  collar-bone  sewn  up  with  four 
stitches,  but  the  bone  is  broken  ;  and  a  sword-cut 
over  my  left  eye."  ' 

V7th  December  ;  Gamp  at  Delhi. — I  write  to  Blair  ^mon- 

■^  stranoe 

on  the  subject  of  the  threatened  leniency  towards  against 
prisoners    convicted    on    the   general   charge    of  threat- 
dacoitie  {vide  p,  443.)     I  have  requested  him  to  re-  ghort 
present  to  Colonel  Keatinge  that,  should  he  award  ^^^j^" 
only  short  punishments,  he  would,  I  feared,  but 
help  to  perpetuate  the  system ;  more  especially  if 
he  should  do  so  in  the  cases  of  approvers^  as  that 
in  regard  to  them  we  should  not  have  that  hold 
over  them  in  the  matter  of  their  evidence,  which 

*  P.S.* — Tomandar  Teekaram  was  sixfcy-five  when  he  received 
these  wounds.     He   had   served   Government  many  years   very 
Bealously,  and  had  too,  saved  my  predecessor,  Sir  WilliaiL  Sleeman, 
from  assassination.     An  otfended  Nujjeeb  fired  off  his  rifie  at  that 
officer,  but  the  bullet  missing  him  killed  a  native  officer  standing 
by  him.     The  infuriated  man  then  ran  amuck,  and  sword  in  hand 
rushed  at  Sir  William  and  had  slain  him  but  for  Teekaram,  then 
the  Ck>loners  orderly.     He  tackled  the  man,  disarmed  him,  and 
others  running  up,  the  ruffian  was  arrested  and  eventually  hanged. 
On  my  vacating  office,  Government  was  pleased,  upon  my  recom- 
mendation,  to  sanction  the  presentation  of  a    heavy  gold-bead 
necklace  to  the  Tomandar  as  an  honorary  distinction.     My  wish 
was  also  to  obtain  for  the  meritorious  officer,  admission  to  the 
**  Order  of  British  India,"  but  under  the  hard  and  fast  rules  of  the 
Order,  he  was  not  eligible  for  the  distinction.     I  did  not  quite 
see  this,  unless  a  stricter  ob  ei-vance  of  the  rules  had  meanwhile 
been  directed :  for  Tomandar  Khyroolldh  Beg,  another  officer  of 
Kujjeebs,  was,  for  services  during  the  Mutiny,  admitted  to  l\ve^ 
Order   in    the  grade    of    "  Buhadoor,"    and   on   m.^  >a^comvDL^ 
General  Superintendent,  I  had  myself  obtained  liom\.oTdGwiTiVmj», 
his  admission  to  the  aliowance  attached  to  that  exade. 
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B3Sed  over  a  life  sentenced  man  {vidi  ^. 
124,  ),  and  Appx.  F. ;)  that  the  worst  that  cooid 
bei  1  n  approrer  under  a  limited  sentence,  wiua 
detected  in  givinja^  false  or  partial  evidence,  wu 
to  have  to  fulfil  the  period  of  that  panishmenl,  il 
the  termination  of  which  he  felt  he  was  certain  ta 

be  set  at  '-*-*,-■ —  ' Uo  able  to  repadisieUi 

jipproverebip,  should  ue  oe  weary  of  it,  wheaerer 
the  whim    seized    him ;    or   to    screen    his   giiilir 
friends     or    relatives,     or    accuse     his      innoofM 
enemies — to  tell,  in  short,  anv  lie  he  liked,  conwai 
anything  he  pleased,  to  run  away  or  attempt  to  da 
so,  with  no  fearful  punishment  awaiting  him  for  » 
doing,  other  than  patiently  to  undergo  the  rest  rf 
his  present  term  of  punishment,  and  then  .m  hiAk 
his  friends,  not  only  rejoicing,  but  assured  of  tiwff 
friendsliip  and  countenance  because  he  had  fv^ 
true  and  loyal  to  them,  and  false  to  the  Sircir! 
Uut  tiiat,    on   the  other  hand,  the    Jife  sentenwi 
approver,  had,  if  he  played  a  false  part  in  anroW 
of   the    above    particulars,  the  prospect    onJT  <if 
reverting  to   his  life-long  sentence,  Tvith  no  otter 
Iiope  before  him  but  of  a  weary  f?ervitude  bevond 
tlio   seas;  and  he  was  thus  obliged  to  adhere  io 
his    compact    of    true    and    faithful    service,  tl"' 
alternative  being  terrible  ;  and,   if  he   were  rasi 
enough  to  run  away  while  serving  as  an  approver, 
he  was  liable  to  be    assailed,  if  not  killed,  br  hi* 
former  companions,  for  his  sin    in    having    ow- 
sented  to  l»ecome  an  approver  against  them  ;  ao- 
that    for  the  clf'crfwij  suppression    of  professioc*-' 
criminals    bauded    together    for    the    purposes  o-' 
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secret  crime,  nothing  short  of  life-long  incarcera- 
tion by  which  to  render  them  impotent  for  future 

'     mischief  for  all  time  and  the  example  that  fate 

t  furnished  to  others,  was  sufficient :  "  It  is  not  the 
actual  punishment  of  the  individual  prisoner  as 

j  affecting  himself  only,  and  no  one  else,  that  we 
look  to  and  which  every  law  looks  to,  but  its  de- 
terrent effects  upon  others  which  we  hope  for, 
knowing  as  we  do  that  every  bom  dacoit  invariably 

\  reverts  to  his  profession,  however  long  the  restraint 
he  may  have  been  under**  *  {vide  p.  450.) 

In  the  matter  of  the  reply  to  my  Shekawatie  On  the 

:  Beport,  I  say  to  Blair,  our  assistant  with  Keatinge,  wAtie. 
I  might  have  sent  in  with  it  a  list,  as  I  was  able  Q**®"*-^®^- 
to  do,  of  the  excesses  to  which  I  had  adverted  in 
my  Report ;  but  that  as  to  any  vagueness^  I  did  not 
suppose  I  had  left  any  dmM  as  to  the  facts  of  what 
I  had  stated,  for  that  I  very  directly  had  said 
what  I  thought  and  had  found :  "  Not  only  a  per- 
sonal visit  to  the  tract,  but  previous  conversations 
with  British  frontier  authorities,  and  a  careful 
research  into  what  had  gone  before,  quite  con- 
firmed me  in  every  previous  information  of  Sheka- 
watie, and  I  shall  not  be  afraid  of  the  result  of  the 
reference  to  the  present  local  chief  authonty^  however 
tmpalatable  my  statement.may  be.  I  take  it  that 
it  will  be  left  to  Colonel  Keatinge  to  propose  the 

•  Contrary  to  our  apprehensions  we  discovered  in  Colonel 

Keatinge  a  very  valuable  supporter.    The  man  M6hun  {v,  p.  443.) 

"was  sentenced  to  life  transportation  (whom  I  admitted  to  Ap- 

^jHroveiship ;)  our  representations  received  consideration ;  and  the 

«tble  officer's  advocacy  was  enlisted  {v.  footnote,  pp.  474,  498, 

^99,  501,  vol.  ii.). 

VOL.  II.  1  \ 
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i':c  — /.wt'  xyyo*.v.:Tiu^nt  of  an  assistant  Political 
Ac^v:  •  ~  >l.ik;iw,s::t\  who  shall  be,  as  usnal, only 
i-  r.iyi'.stant  to  mvsolf ;    but  even  tliat, 

-i'.:":.'v.cV.  5i:  "'  'oaving  me  short-handed,  willbea 
c.-.v,  >:t  y  :v.  a  risrht  direction.  In  proposing  a 
vl'.s:  •  ,•:  ;\>s:>:an:  to  mvsolf,  mv  aim  was  his  vn- 
.:'  a::^  v.::on  to  oMr  work  ;  but  under  present 
o.t^.'v.'vnt/.i^vs.  I  mufit  bo  content,  impressed  as  1 
:rv  ^\  :•;  :".o  :v.::vri:inoo  of  the  dutv,  to  take  with 
C'o.l  ht/.r:   wharovor  crumbs  are  allowed  me  for 


IS  •  •;"•:    :  /•  -'ii. — Knirasrodnearlv thewhole 

k:.i\  :v.  \\,u::v,s:  thrvnisrh  a  pile  of  vernacular  papers. 

h'*       ."■.  •    .     ■. — Walk  out   at  morning  to  the 

s:«'  K^:  :V.K^  old  cantonments,  and  along  the  "  Ridge" 

av..:  :::o  ;\^si:ions  of  our  troops  during  the  siege  of 

P;  V;*.\  .-.".  .u'Sv^nbod  in  ]nvvious  journals.  The  Euro- 

vo.:*-  ■-,'.::<  v^:"  Prl'r.i  auvl  tho  Fort  are  kept  beauti- 

'  .'■\    v'\  .'.•'..   ;\v  1   :l:e  Ti^a^ls  arc  cart'fullv  wnterc'. 
•  • 

r*u*  v'*  "  ..:e  :   .\  a!  this  season,  is  ehanniiiir. 
l\    ■    ■  .      The  s]un   ehi^^en  iov  our  teiitN 

'\   :e:'.v.*.ss'..-":,  within  tl\e    irroniu.ls  ealUd  ih*^' 


**  Mi:.\."'e  r»avvler.s/'  an  estate  eoverinir  sovora: 
av*:-i'^  ^  t'  Lr''.^i;v:vK  pleasantlv  stretehinir  aloni:  tut' 
I'/^ii  iMv.W  of  ti\e  Jumna  river,  a  stuuo  ^^al 
ser:iv:^.::v.:r  it  on  tlie  i^]>)>osite  side,  from  a  nn\il-wa}' 
wl.ieh  runs  fnMu  the  eitv   walls    direct    to  thf  ?''^ 

• 

K^\  the  i^ld  Pelhi  eanttunnents  that  \n  ere  Imr^it  ilo^"^ 
bv  the  mutineers.  Tin*  numerous  trees  ar.'l  i*^ 
turf-ei>vered  irronnds,  irive  the  deserted  enclosure 
the  ay\H'aranee  of  a  larire  juirk,  some  deor  only 
\vai\\'u\\:  \v^  cvm\\V\v>  \\\v^\\\\\sss\v\u  :  the  stiU  stnuding 
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our  camp,  through  peppg  and  vistas  throughout 
the  shaded  wood.  Uut  the  shull  only  of  tlio 
spacious  buliding  remains,  Die  splendid  dtrclltng 
having  been  sacked  and  burnt  out  on  the  outbreak 
of  the  Mutiny  and  massaciv  here  t'nacted  in  lH57. 
The  pilhige  was  the  deed  of  the  lio'cnr  iiiliabitants 
of  ChHinhirinif,  a  village  lying  close  outside  of  thy 
farther  end  of  the  property  near  my  present 
encampment,  yet  to  whom  the  late  owner,  who  laid 
out  and  formed  the  estate,  had  ever  been  gracious 
and  very  kind.  When  order  was  in  sume  measure 
restored  after  the  siege,  and  Sir  Theojihilus  Met- 
calfe, that  gentleman's  son,  had  re'tinied  his 
position  of  Deputy  Commissioner  or  h-'-ii]  magis- 
trate of  Delhi,  Ijc  tnic..-'l  the  leii'liug  Gooznr 
village  meinbeis  c-'in'i-rnL-ii,  foiir  fluef  Kit-ii  among 
whom  Were  liaugvi  I'T  tli'_-  reii..Il:"-i-  a'-t,  on  triul 
and  Cfuvicii..!!  ti;'-''-.f.  H--  L;i'l  !.!;ii-'-lf  '.-'Mpe'l 
with  bare  lift-  vY.rv.  t:.- oitlr'-iif:  O.-X  <■'■•■  .vf\, 
the  i^"".'.- .■('.■  fr  }..s.::^:>:.  '.:  ••..'.  -  \\..^^- hx  t.,.- 
K.~.(.,}..yi:.-..  wl,*r.-  !.  -  :..•:■  r  ;..  :■.  -'..■.'■; 
house,  havii.:.'  r'^ur-:.^.-'.  ■:.'.  -■■  •■  ■•  -  ■  ■•  'I  ■  ■ 
Goozurs      t!.— ■      :■-   -  :._•     :  '      I^    '  ■ 

especially,    !.  r.-.-    -.  .    ■  .  •       ■  ■  •       ■■■; 

thievish  I'.t.     I  :.■•.■■■■■   ■ 

TTus  (;u/-/'.r..:.     T.  ■    ,   --.    -  ■ 

Wi^tcalfe  ':;vi  '■ :    ■■    ■    -       '  ■     .  .  ■: 

■within  an  t.-'.,.:    r-.*-  ,  ■.■■■■< 

marble,  =';rr    .:,.-.■  =  ■  ;.•.  ■  • 

\attice-w(.rk  '  f  ::.  -     •    . 

dose   to  ti.'--  I-:.  .•  '  t.  •• 

{ri.i.  p.  *■■:,  V  ..  .  .    .  „| 

matufAfi^* offered  :.:  ■  ■• ■-    .. 
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although  thuy  desecrated  the  church  itself,  nini 
also,  it  was  said,  the  fine  tomb  inside  of  it,  of 
rich  nir)s»ic  work,  in  which  rested  the  remaini 
of  the  famed  Colonel  Skinner,  of  Delhi  ootoriet; 
vide  p.  402,  vol.  i.) — Memo.  :  This  was  afterwaidi 
I  denied  by  the  family. 

Our  own  convoy  of  carta,  horses,  dogs  and  binl*, 
arrived  this  morning.  Some  followers  had  got 
upon  one  of  the  carts  at  night,  and  while  asleep 
had  overlaid  a  Utter  of  five  bull  terrier  pnppies, 
our  much  distressed  Viccy's  little  ones,  killing  them 
all. 

21^/  Decemher. — T  thought  to  propose  George 
Coleridge  for  the  Shekawatie  appointment,  but 
understanding  there  might  be  some  objection  M 
this,  he  being  in  the  service  of  the  Bikaneer 
Government,  and  Bikaneer  and  Jeypore  not  being 
over  friendly  with  each  other,  I  write  to-day  to 
the  Political  Agent  at  Jeypore,  that  I  would 
forego  to  do  so,  and  be  glad  of  the  nomina- 
tion of  anyone  if  only  it  shall  bo  someone.  For 
Shekawatie  is  under  Jeypore  suzerainty.  I  alM 
inquire  of  him  whether  his  conviction  of  the  tea 
Heenas  tried  by  him  in  the  Muhunpoora  daeoitit 
case  (vide  p.  232,)  had  or  not,  after  all,  been 
upheld,  and  his  sentences  upon  them  confirme<i; 
and  tell  him  that  it  was  whispered  about  tbsl 
no  expense  was  spared  in  getting  their  sentenc« 
altered,  this  being  ascribed,  I  said,  to  tirt 
machinations  of  the  man  Futtehjee  Ehatore,  wli» 
feared  th.at  some  of  the  convicts  might  tuff' 
approvexa,  a.T\4.  &o  AKat^Qft'si 'Caei -«WiIq  matter. 
(_P()St-8(^riT[itu'fa .      Memo  -.  T^\%  "v&q^t'j  -s-ia. 
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me  before  the  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Higher  Hoimn- 
Intematiooal  Court  referred  to  had  been  ofKciallj  ^!^p^. 
Tooeived,  althongh  the  substance  of  it  had  been 
eommunicsted  {vide  pp.  386  and  441.)  The 
reference  drew  forth  the  docnment  itself,  dated 
16th  October,  1867,  ab*ead7  recorded  (vuia 
Appendix  D.)  It  confirmed  the  previous  infor- 
mation. The  tables  had  been  turned ;  all  the 
■eotences  of  the  court  of  trial  annulled ,-  and  the 
MookJ^irg  or  local  informers,  who  gave  evidence  on 
the  trial,  took  the  places  in  jail,  of  the  dacoits  who 
had  been  convicted.]  * 

22nd  December,  Sunday. — The  church  at  Delhi 
is  situated  within  the  city  walls  close  by  the 
Cashmere  Gate.  It  has  a  dome  over  it  and  a  ball 
and  cross  like  St.  Paul's,  and  it  was  erected  bj  the 
famous  Colonel  Skinner,  in  fulfilment  of  a  vow  to 
do  so  when  badly  wounded  in  an  action  (rt(/<! 
p.  401,  vol.  i.)  There  was  a  full  congregation  at 
the  service  in  it  to-day. 

23rrf  Dcci'mhvr. — From  Meywar  comes  a  report  Uighjm 
that   bands   of  Moghya  plunderers  {ride  p,  330,     "**^ 
vol.  i.,)  ravage  the  country  right  uj)  to  the  walls  of 
Oodeypore,  the   capital,  committing  very  daring 
dacoities  unchecked,  and  that  this  is   in  a  mannur 

•  P.S.—"  Whenever  a  Mi-ctia  is  arresii-il,  MiiWri{>li<iii3  arc 
reailily  niM.'d  amurii,' Uicmwlvi-8  f'lr  liis  reWotu.'.  iu'>iuittiil,  it  tliu 
mmeiMlment  of  the  ttuuteiicc  wliicli  iiiuy  liuvv  Ix'i'ii  [iit>>:>i->l  iiihiii 
him  ;  ■ud  so  curtain  in  (liiscoiirM'  in  thtr  Kijwiira  i>r  Nativr  tStaicx 
tlwt  a  Meoua  or  any  wuiiltliy  crinjinal,  imy.  in  tli.-  w<>nl:(  of  a 
gn.«t  writer  (Oilibon,)  ubtuin  ■  ij<a  only  ilic  r-virs^kl  of  tlm 
■entence  by  wliich  ho  ww  ju>tly  ci>ni|i.-iiiti(.-<i ,  l>ut  ni^iy  iil-:<>  inllict 
wbatevi-r  jiimishiut.-nt  lie  [ilciisca  on  tliu  in-i'iiiirii,  lli<-  wiu»■!•>^■'^, 
ami  the  juilgc.' "  (Takm  /r-m  C-I"iuit  i/- ri-.y'«  K.  i-,tI  t«  Hi« 
Foniff»  Ofiet,  A'o.  1160  A,  ilaM  .Vi'nmbKT,  \t^r>'J,  fata,  ^i^- 
{gaoUdia  footnote,  at  p.  S3,  vol.  i.) 
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owing  to  the  changes  introduced  bj  the 
ruler,  now  no  longer  under  the  same  restraint  C(d. 

len  used  to  exercise  over  him  while  British  Pohti- 
cai  Agent  at  his  Court)  whose  death,  too,  and  the 
retirement  from  Oodeypore  of  Colonel  Nixon,  his 
successor  there  as  Political  Agent,  gave  the  BaM 
the  opportunity  to  be  oblivious  of  their  wise 
counsels,  and  to  do  whatue  liked.  Tlie  information 
further  states  that  he  meditates  the  disbaudment 
of  the  mounted  police,  which  Eden  had  organized 
for  him,  advised  to  do  ao,  it  is  said,  hy  his  Thalvon, 
80  many  of  whom  harboured  the  dacoits  and 
shared  in  their  plunder  {vide  pp.  308,  31 1,  317,  321.) 
The  salutary  reforms  and  checks  bo  admirably 
introduced  by  Eden  during  the  Rana'a  minority, 
have  since  this  chief's  installation  as  ruler,  noir 
two  years  only  ago,  been  one  by  one  rescinded. 
The  Thakoors  lord  it  over  bim,  and  misrule  and 
lawlessness  are  the  sure  results, 

2-i-lh  Becembi-r ;  nuiq)  ai  Delhi. — The  intelligence 
recorded  yesterday,  was  very  quickly  followed  I'T 
tidings  of  a  heavy  dacoitie,  committed  br  tboje 
very  iloghyas.  This  was  in  Oodeypore  territorr, 
at  some  place  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Bnp-i" 
River,  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  celebrati^ 
rock  fortress  of  Chittore.  The  particulars  of  tlu' 
dacoitie  (communicated  at  a  subsequent  date,  and 
here  added  on,)  were,  that  it  was  committed  upon 
the  dwelling  of  a  •^rlli  or  wholesale  raerchanl, 
under  the  conduct  of  three  brothers  of  the  tribe. 
They  came  u])on  the  expedition  mounted  npoo 
camels,  and,  harboured  at  Bhilsa,  in  Nimbhair*  or 
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Tonk,  the  interlaced  districts  before  described  (vide 
p.  373  and  footnote,  and  p.  389,)  there  acquired 
the  information  upon  which  they  undertook  the 
deed,  from  a  local  resident.  The  gang,  stated  to 
have  numbered  from  forty  to  fifty  men,  included 
two  or  three  Meenas.  The  booty  consisted  princi- 
pally of  opium,  to  the  value  of  about  16,000  rupees, 
besides  some  jewellery,  in  value  about  Rs.  7000 
more.  Hour  of  the  robbery,  midnight ;  casualties, 
none  reported. 

26th  December,  Christmas  Day  ;  camp  at  Delhi. — ^A 
walk   along   the  bank  of  the   river   flanking  the 
position  which  was  held  by  the  Puttidla  and  other 
Native   levies  under    Dick  Lawrence   (Sir   John's 
brother,)    during  the  famous   siege,  led  me  to  a 
dilapidated  minaret  and  a  Tukhya  or  pillotv  (as  a 
reputed  holy  man's   place   of    burial    is    called,) 
situated    in    solemn    silence   on    a   plain   beyond 
Chunderwdl  the  Goozur  village  of  ill-fame  hard  by 
which  my  tents  are  pitched  (vide  p.  483, — )  a  de- 
serted   and    uncultivated    spot   yielding    only    a 
scanty  pasturage  to  goats   daily   led    out  to  the 
waste  from  within  the  city  walls.     The  decayed  Mnsjid  in 
minaret   is  the  sole   remaining  one  of  four  that|^^^  ^ 
stood  at  the  four  corners  of  a  crimibled  Musjid,  of  *<>  sir 
which,    too,    scarcely    the    traces    remain.      The  Lawrence 
Tukkya  was  the  shrine  of  a  Mahomedan  saint,  but  * 
is  now  no  longer  resorted  to,  where  to  invoke  the 
dead  man's  blessings  and  intercessions ;  for  it  now 
only  serves  as   the  "  Muth  "  or  lowly  tenement, 
occupied  by  some  Sikh  Sddlioos  or  devotees,  sacred 
personages,  and  presumably  good,  but  who  are  Tkft\> 
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Kahomedans.    One  of  them  was  present — a  tdl» 

dim,  cme-eyed  individaal,  wearing   Ids   hair  ia 

tangled  folds  wound  around  the  top  of  hia  heai— 

ash-besmearedy  nude  all  bat,  and  not  nioe  oompMy 

it  seemed,  yet  pleasant  speaking,  oommnnioatm 

and  friendly.     He  told  me  of  how  the  locifitf 

flourished    and   was  peopled  when    the  Bxitak 

oantonments,   '*  hard   by  across  the  Bidge  Ofv 

there/'  were  in  occupation.     And  then  he  gave 

an  account  of  the  first  arrival  of  our  troops  upm 

the  Ridge,  come  to  avenge  the  massacre  at  Delbi ; 

and,  flinging    about    his   right    arm    as  thongii 

brandishing  a  sword,  how  a  battery  was  nisM 

and  captured,  of  guns  which  the    mutineers  bid 

established  at  the  Flag  Staff  Tower ^  ^*  over  there^ 

as  though  to  stop  you,"  and  the    rebels  driren 

headlong  within  the  city  defences  ;  and,  pointing 

to    a    house    now   scarcely   recognizable,    on  an 

acclivity  beyond  the  now  deserted  and  void  Camf 

Magazine^  he  exclaimed  it  was  built  and  dwelt  in 

"  by  this  very  Jan  Laidence  Sahib^^^   when  only  a 

"  Chota  Sahib  **  in  a  subordinate  position  at  Delhi. 

The  house  now  comprises  mere  bare  and  broken 

walls,   but  he  who   erected  and  lived  in  it,  the 

implied  Junior  Sahib,  was  at  this  moment  in  the 

zenith  of  power  as  Viceroy  and  Governor-General'df 

all  India — at  whose  bidding,  too,  those  avenging 

troops  had  come  from  the  Punjab  to  retaliate  and 

to  conquer  ! 

Iis*i)a         Christmas  is  but  a  sorry  time  in  India,  a  kind  of 

I  India,    travesty  on  merriment,  a  sort  of  mock  joyousnesa 

"  l-wi\\-be-uiOTT^^-^\io-^v3^-l-am-not  **     kind    of 

thing  ;    auSi  tVow^   ^\ffli-^\AftcacL^^  Vsqs^ls^  «i 
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Sana  Rjari:  if  Zr-^ne.  t:-- 

roast  beef  aboin^i,  ^ci  i.*^  \*%^.^i  t — :_ .--  -w.srirr-^ 
and  Tou  i'"'V  iiiL'fiM::»i»: :  .r  "^i:  T-i.i.-  -  i_,r  ^-r-^— ii*-* 
that  is  its  aoxciiJii ^iti:  lt  ■^.■zj'.  ~.  .-.  F-jr\. 
there  is gather^S"  i^  !i-~;n,  .r,  ---.  .•:t^~..':.  i.i.  '^-. 
usaal  sal uta: :■::_?.  ':i*  i..  -.■.•^  .:  r..  :.-:-.•;  ^  ■:. 
except  however,  :1  LI  1.1.--^-  -.-.;•__:  .^-.■,..:.  ■  _-.  i-' 
to  make  vou  f;rr-:"  7.-'  l.Zjt  i.*^L  -...-.   :■-'. ^--^^ 

there  of  the  Gi J,  : 7  :_-:_•  .^i  -:-..- ■.;:    .  ..vs-.r-j? 

gifts  of   frni-h=,    =ir~t:L-L--     r^.-.v-.-?    .,-__    *:.r;^ 
candiL'S — nav,  t^tz,  ;:    i^i    r./i    .■:.-.?-.:-_..r    ■-■..:.^i 
sent  for  all  tit  wt.- fr.-^    .,..-..-. — .:.     -.■•  :....• 

own  kinrlly  t^jT*tb-^z  r.-.c  v.^i^r;  .■:    - ..    .    •  .r  ,   -1. 
I./in  IT  'jr-'f  J  \- .'     T:_i'*     ■.-    .,.     :    ■-.:::   ,-   .  ..■ 
double- pol'.-'i     TtrLt,    Av:  t    ;•  .^i    ■..»..:•       V  ::,      ^^..•:. 
offering's,  mid  witb   Jiis'lLvL..    m;:-  i.:..    ..-i^:-..  ■-i.i-.t 

from  Aff;r!iaiji--tii'^.  aiii    :':ru:-..c    ■'    ■■  f.  .•:.-;ii.-.'i.fr. 
gra[K;s,  ij"t  a  few.     i.A  «/  ./„  .,...  ..  ^   -^^^  ,.^.., 

pelfd  &w!,;ij:r  <-r-jflt-'J  u|i-iL -.■ur  ;......-  ■•    --..;:  ;,r   i, 

tent,  flat  at  v.-\i  aiid  fiividwi  w.::    -.:,..-•,  -r   ....  _,»■ 

han^iiiz  Pcn-'-'iis  made  of  Bji'ii:    i-i.-.'..'. .  ..  ;  -,,.  vt.l 

icHiii-i^jf  or  t*rlit  walls,  rtlli'.'Vii  •  lit  i.:  ;i--L.s;  rt,  !: 
forms  a  Terv  ci'UviLiiiviJt  outside  '.-o-t  ;i."::'j..'i;;  *,jv 
the  reCTf'Tiv:-  of  visitoro  uud  for  earjv  a.Otu^KuLiri 
or  ST-acit-'r-infavT.) 

2'.-',  r--  ■   .  ■f  f.— Mrirc  iuformatioii  of  theexoe«sei» 
of  M   /-.vi^:  ar-inplaiiit  fmrn  fiwalior  that  fww" 
Mv7T»a--   -.-.-;.■    hai    exT.-nded  iuro  that  territo 
an'i  •■■'r-:  '-■  ■:.^.:t.:.jr 'l»prfiatioiiS  tbere. 

27-    ;.•.    ■- -.— .^D'-tlier  daeoitie  in  the  Goru 
|«.r-r  c*---.-,    -.j-va  a  Loust-,    by  an  armed  g 
b*-art/    .  ."-Wi    vrr-'.e-.     The    iiima^i    <A 
dw-:— ~r  »--v  ...-tv-iti-j.  but  owing  u,  a  le^ 
Toi««n  iirfl-,T  .-tt.-vai^J  without  booiy.      ,^J» 


Oftptoln 
Denneh]- 

Thnggea 
PoUm. 
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iga.  of  Mysore,  the  deed  of  a  mixed  gan^ 
01         laurs^  and  Lumhdnees  ;  value  of  tbe  property 
arrii       3,  15,065  rupees,  recovered  62-il  rnp«3. 
S.  Merao.^Several  men  were  arrested  in  tlvii 
latter  case.     They  attempted  to  break  away  froM 
i  jaiL     Two  of  them  were  killed   in   the  scoffle, 
and  eeyeral  were  recaptured,   of  whom  some  wwB 
sentenced  to    limittu  sonment   for   breakinf 

from  jail,  and  some  were  acquitted.) 
^eu^j  28(/i  December. — Captain  Dennehy,  always  oar 
zealous  coadjutor,  took  over  charge,  on  appoin^ 
ment  to  Deputy  Inspector-General  of  Pobcefortbe 
North- Western  Provinces,  of  certain  approversind 
Nujjeebs  transferred  by  us  for  employment  onder 
the  local  police  authorities  in  those  districts. 
Finding  the  little  use  that  had  been  made  of  then. 
or  indeed  tlie  little  use  of  which  tbey  had  become 
from  change  of  masters,  and  that  they  had  hwii 
kejit  together  in  one  place,  he  proposed  to  distribute 
them  about  the  country  in  order  to  "  probe  aboat" 
for   information,    and    that  we    should    exchange 

'  P.S. — "  Wuddurx  are  q  larriera  dig  well?,  and  are  empluTHl 
in  earthworks,  but  iiiam  f  tliis  useful  people  are  vcrj^  expffl 
robbers,  botli  by  iiybt  aiid  m  tlie  dnytime ;  by  day  on  the  higii- 
ivaya,  and  at  cigliL  in  gJUt,^  upon  hoases.  Some  join  tb*  Knl- 
Korwees  (Khaikareea,)  in  acta  of  n  f,ht  burghiry,  in  coniinitM2 
which  they  are,  from  their  habita  as  diggers,  great  adepts.  E« 
there  are  eiiliro  familips  f  the  tnbe  who  subsist  by  honest  hveli- 
liood  and  do  not  mix  with  the  rohljer  portion.  These  fotin  » 
dLilinet  s(it  of  persons  bearing  the  naraa  of  BkHinli-Wud^iitrt,  »hii 
besides  being  bona  fide  qaartier?,  also  aim  subsistence  by  nuku^ 
and  srdlinf;  iiiUlstones.  Tht  robbing  portion  of  tbo  tribe  are^irM 
Hunl.-i-Wu'l'lum  and  Mun-U'uddurs."  {Taken  from  a  Ltd  "f 
Sffi-nln-'""'  Wandering  Tribes  of  Pmlatort/  Hahils,  prvfarol  fit 
the  Huiriljail  Gu^rnwiU  M  CayUin,  Cdarle*  Hercey, 
General  Htiiwi-inlendenl."^ 
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them  for  nuw  hands.  I  write  to  him  to-tlav,  that 
we  had  not  any  «-  (r  ajipruvt-rs  who  had  depredated 
within  his  poUce  limits,  but  I  would  supply  him 
with  some  others  of  the  same  peo]de  who  had 
engaged  in  dacoitie  in  his  present  range  :  "  Your 
plan  of  distributing  the  establishment  is  what  I 
bad  long  ago  advised,  and  1  could  never  under- 
stand why  it  was  always  kept  cooped  up  at  the 
Ttij.  It  is  by  sending  these  people  about  {tilirijijn 
aceomjHttiud  f'l/  Xvjjir(>s,)thut  we  succeed  in  picking 
up  their  nni/r-r'S,  who  in  their  turn  tell  us  of  new 
cases  and  newer  men  ;  and  so  we  go  on  from  ono 
^eueratiiin  to  another  of  the  criminal  associations 
we  are  concerned  to  keep  uji  information  of." 

The  existence  of  a  set  of  organized  thieves  of  ^j''"*'**"'" 
mixe<l   classes,  was  learnt   of  some  years  ago  by  impfrmi 
Chainbertaiii,  when  Assistant  General  Superinten- 
dent at  Lncknow,"  whose  head-centre  was  in  the 

*  I'.S.— I  liav.-  frciiiiintly  lia<l  txcasum  tn  iiD-ntioii  tlio  lato 
C«i»tain  Tliiiiiiii.-'  ILirdv  (.■Imiiili.rbiii  iu  llur  ii'iir-i'  'if  lli.'  i.r.*-iit 
Jpiiriiat.  ili<  WB<>  n  most  hiinlworkiti;-  .^ii.l  .oils.  U'litious  |mMic 
i.rtic.T,  ali.I  ili.l  exvvllfut  ^Tvii-t-  as  ,i  Tliii--.',.  i.tlir.r,  i^rli- 
culiiily  ill  Miitiii-i-r  Irivi-i-li^Liiiimn  i-iiiru>t.il  i-  tln'  ?]»-.inl  tli-jmrt- 
mviit  "11  iiiy  ;ipp-iiitmi-ul  In  (ii-rnTiil  Supiiiiilvii.l.  m,  in  which 
Vere  Wouf;ht  to  lij;ht.  in  n  otirh'UK'il  fi>ria,  lli>'  iMrlumus  maiiiKT 
in  whkh  tb.'  m.i-l  ..f  th.-  l.Triblo  tM-i'.ii.^..f  tlmi  ttoiihlnm  [..-riiHl, 
tl»'  Muiinv,  ivHv  i-Ti..-lMU-ii.  Thi'  .iii.ii.il  .■..!„  i,|iuii  >,r  >.-v.-ri.l 
riiliiiKsN   f-r  -■ni.-  -if  thi:  iim-t  iilio.'ion-  uf  lli tij.ihs;i,-r-'.-.  "mm 

l«»*t  wiih.  In  -|"iikii.;,'  '.tlii-:  i:iUnirs  ill  .1  j.iil.ii.-  K.']K.n  l-iini;- 
iu:;,  ixi  :i  iin'iii"r,iKI.' .■.■ni^.i.m,  llin  (ii.'rit-iiuii-  ■■•hr.t  [,,  il,.-  -j,,-,  ml 
BOti';>.-<>ttli>'  lii-ViTIinn'lili't  Ili.iM.  1  Nij'l  "1  liilii  lli.it   II.'  \\;t.^  ■•  I1.1l 

1)..'  l.:i-I  wnlliv  ■■{  thi-  fi'iir  niilili-  l.r-ili.t.  ui,..  :,i|.iji,  thi'  Army 
ai.-l  S.Tvi.'.'  ..I  Iirli,!."  Of  III".^-  Sir  Ni-vil.-  I 'lMiiJ..-rI..iii  n,A 
■  ;.)..-rAirr.>wf,.r.t<'hdiiih-rUi»,  C.S.I..  sllJ^ivl.  Tin  f.Miiih  ai,.l 
r..iin.-.-i  I'ri.tli.'i,  th.-l.it.'  CoLmi-l  (.■|..iil.-.- l'ii..tuU".l.,ui,r,.Y...i(\». 
*->ii>U).iii>1(.hI  tiie  S-'-vl  I'l'.i.e-r-  in  ll..'  i-ngi.' m-  m  \\iv\i  i\v.-  .\\i.s»-.\- 
nikii  Iro.'j'S  hi-fuie  ita^'liilii,  ua-  <  -jiiiLlly  .  on-i'i'  U'li-  \>>t  A-ia\\  mA 


ome  of 
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neighbourhood  of  Bungnr  in  the  Hurrodee  district 
of   Oudh.     They  were   described   to   extend  their 
depredations  to  distant  parts  of  the  country,  some- 
what after  the  manner  of  Sunndreas  (vide  p.  266,) 
but  who  did  not,  like  them,  comprise  a  distinct 
tribal  race  of  professional  robbers.     One  of  these 
rogues  came  into  our  custody,  who,  among  several 
like  cases,  described  how  he,  in  a  gang  of  fifteen 
others  like  him,  committed  several  robberies  onedark 
night  in  the  camp  of  Lord  Canning  when  halted 
near  the  ^lartiniere  at  Lucknow.     I  remember  a 
similar  night  visitation  when  encamped  on   the 
strangers'  ground  at  Bombay;  and  again  of  averj 
frosty  night  when  pitched  in  the  marching  camp  at 
Sealkote  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  India  the 
late  Sir  AA'illiam  Gomm,  and  the  great  outcry  and 
hubbub  on  each  occasion,  something  being  missed 
from    almost   every   tent ;    in    one     case    a  Staff 
otHeer  boinir  deprived  of  his  trousers  (amusingly 
recovered    soon    after    by    my    detectives ;)    and 
airuin   another,  finding  himself,  when  waking  up 
at  morning  bugle  call,  lying  upon  the  ground,  and 
bi^th  boxes  at  each  end  of  the  box-bedstead  upon 
which    he    had    slept,    lid-open  and  rifled.      The 
man  I  refer  to  made  no  secret  of  his   exploits,  and 
boasted  of  them  as  an  "  Imperial  trade,"  probably 
doinjr  so  either  from  having  successfully  plundered 
in  a  Virrroi/\^  campy   or  from  a  feeling  of  pride  at 
his  hitherto  unbroken  successes.     He  was   of  the 
number   transferred    as  above,  for  dutv  with  the 
local  police,  and  as  he  had  not  bestirred  himself  to 
do  aiiyt\i\ug,  \-\ie  ^^^\A<i\^^t  e^oufederacy  to  which 
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he  had  belonged  hariDg  in  point  of  fact  oollapBed 
ftnd  dissolved  with  his  arrest,  and  as  it  consiBted, 
UoreoTer,  of  a  set  of  mere  extemporized  pilfertTH 
OsIt,  I  have  advised  Capinin  D^nmhy  to  return  tLe 
man  to  the  Police  at  Lucknow,  the  priucipal  fielJ 
of  his  nocturnal  depredations:  "You  had  J>ett.i.T 
•end  back  the  '  Padshahee  CL6r'  or  imperial  Ibief, 
Munnul  KJnin." 

29ih  Ih-c'-nJ-er,  Svnday. — To  purchase  tin;  *■'• 
gronnds  of  the  Metcalfe  estate  would  >>e  a  fi^oij  i*^u> 
gpecnlation,  now  that  the  railwav  Ijue  to  llie  Pun- 
jab approaches  completion,  Dtllji  'm  u'ld":- ;■;""«;' 
a  complete  metam':in>hoGi=.  nil']  wiJl  v^jij  fii.-  wir-tdv 
to  be  asrain  called  Iihj"-ri<:l  li.'J.',.  So  jrjylj  wji* 
cleared  away  witLiu  the  citv  vh.\h  V}  '-'r:-uU:  Kpa-.; 
for  an  est-eiisire  railiviiv  bititi'j',,  tlf,  >y.,'-*:  aw'i.I 
■eclttsion  oi  S:llih-:l.iir.  ul  iyj-i'-rrt-i  'jv'.wirt- .  tM--.;* 
pierced  by  a  railway  v..  j-jt  r^t'-'  *■  •■•■■/•  ii  i:-.-! 
the  inviolaMe  Jui[:::ii  frtr.  t-;ii.' v--:  t;  i-:;'  ;,-.■. ii 
bv  a    railway    iTj-iv    fr-u,  ;if-   -f;  :.■.; -m     1.;  ,r     h 

would  puzzle  f-vrru*?'   ■•.  :  f,T.i.- ;»    ■ ■;••/.!    !•< 

place  DOW,  fa:. -J '.-..-•■f:y  :•■■■■.  ■'.'  ■•!  •  ,■  (....,.,.,.  ... 
the  woii'irr 'jf  tLi  •■■  ri:  i.-i-.  -'  ■■.■■  •■  -.■■■•  ■■.■■.,. 
undreaiEt  of  ;:,  lij'.  •  '..; 

several  Ml-*'-;!!''-  •■'■'.     ;';■■■•■■■      ■  .... 

preparf-ry     :-■    '.■■::■■    ■■  ■  ;■    '.-•  ■ 

threaten t- J    t>  -ls'    ■■■■■■    v  ■■.■-..    ... 

recommrTiiLTi-"    "■  ■■.' 

of  the  N-r:. -■,...-    :  ..      , . ... 

mt-a-'ir'.-  :  :,'  1- V   .-;.    ■• 

thougLl    JT    Vji,.L      ■-■  i     •.■.■••.  ■.   ..    . 
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larks  in  bis  letter  to  me  on  the  subject, 
■  li  will  be  a  great  public  misforttme  if  dw 
nanish  int  awarded  to  this  band  of  Meenae,  be 
emitt(  2.9  is  in  contemplation."  Tbe  refereiiw 
shows  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  judg-es,  it  was  of 
no  consequence  to  prove,  as  we  did,  that  the  pri- 
BOners  were  discovered  at  a  great  distance  from  tkeir 
homes,  that  tney  wc.  las,  tbat  Meenas  were 

noioriouslij  robbers,  and  tbat  these  men  came  w 
Ajmere  from  a  district  (Sbajanpoor)  trhere  Mc^n/u 
v-ere  well  known  to  regiJs.  Those  hig-h  authoritia 
would  seem,  on  the  contrary,  to  rest  their  recom- 
mendation for  their  release,  on  the  circnmstaaa 
that  the  imprisoned  men  were  found  '*  assembled 
merely  "  in  different  parts  of  the  city  ;  that  "  to  b» 
found  assembled  "  was  not  sufficient  proof  of  "pre- 
paration to  commit  dacoitie,"  the  charge  under 
which  tliey  were  tried  and  convicted  ;  and  it  was 
pointed  out  by  them,  that  "  fhc  pofistufsioii  nj' tinni 
and  eriJi'Hce  of  other  readiiipss"  should  also  have 
been  sliown.  This  is  not  correctly  to  understand 
the  system  observed  by  professional  robbers.  Tlie 
knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  such  a  siii'-  ■;■(■' 
von  in  our  laws  of  evidence,  is  a  distinguisbinir 
proof  of  the  aptness  of  their  device  to  make  that 
null  which  ordinarily  would  be  evidence  aeainst 
them  in  our  courts  of  law.  It  is  their  studious 
care  to  allow  neither  nloU-n  goods  nor  arms  iohi'  r'"ii/'i 
in  tlii-ir  pnnscx-'iioii,  and  it  was  on  that  ground  chieflv 
that  the  "  Approver  system  "  was  adopted  ag;iiu^t 
such  associations.  And  if  it  was  their  studied 
part  to  put  away  their  arms,  how  much  more 
necessary  v;a.s  \^  \-o  Ovq  ^b-A  \Ti  ^  ^lace  where,  '" 
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in  Ajmere^  it  was  unlawful  to  be  armed  ?  It  has, 
in  some  of  the  cases  recounted  in  the  present 
Journal,  been  amply  shown  that  it  is  the  practice 
^f  professional  dacoits  carefully  to  keep  their 
weapons  out  of  sight  or  observation,  to  hide 
them  in  some  unsuspected  spot  outside  of  the  place 
they  halt  at,  in  some  nullah  or  broken  ground,  and 
even  to  bury  them  near  the  scene  of  the  dacoitie 
on  hand  (vide  p.  108,  vol.  i.)  But  some  arms 
and  camels  were  indeed  found  in  the  premises  the 
leaders  of  the  gang  had  lodged  in  on  the  present 
occasion  ! — It  is,  moreover,  urged  by  the  Agra 
High  Court,  that  the  plan  observed  in  the  recent 
Fenian  trials  at  home  should  have  been  followed  in  S®?*?" 

Trial  8. 

the  present  case.  I  must  submit  to  this  that  there 
does  not  exist  in  India,  at  present  at  least,  the 
machinery  by  which  individual  conduct  or  in- 
dividual movements  can,  as  at  home,  be  so 
minutely  traced  from  place  to  place  in  such  vast 
and  unsupervised  regions  as  these  dacoits  are  wont 
to  traverse.^  It  happened,  too,  that  at  the  time 
the  arrests  under  consideration  were  made,  the 
operations  taken  up  by  us  against  these  Meenas, 
had  only  just  begun,  and  we  had  not  then  the  fuller 
information  against  them  which  we  now  possess. 
The  local  magistrate  was  therefore  left,  for  want 
of  criminating  evidence  against  each  individual  of 
those  taken  by  the  Ajmere  police  into  custody,  to 
proceed  against  the  whole  number  in  a  body,  on 
the  one  charge  of  unlawful  assemblage,  upon  the  only 
available  evidence  for  proving  it ;  and  he  was  not 

'  Fi'rf^  Postscript,  Appendix  ¥• 
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p-^ssibly    able    to    determine     what    criminatory 
evidence  pertained  to  each  individual  beyond  tie 
ur.ieniable  fact  that  each  man  was  of  the  amv^A 
'••■\.     I  have  also  something  to  add  in  respect  to 
the  a ivooare^i  F-niui  frliU  as  the  course  we  ongtt 
to  have  pursued,  and  I  must  strenuously  protest 
a  trains:  the  release,  incontinentlv,  of  anv  of  these 
persons.      I   had   resrarded  their    arrest   as  boti 
t:r:*.;r.a:e   anl   timelv;    their    conviction    was  an 
u::'o:.kcd-:or  event,  for  I  had  supposed  they  would 
•.:<  •:>    7 ',  be  released  at  once.    But  Major  Davidson, 
the  magistrate  of  Ajmere,  had  the  courage  of  his 
convictions, — and  now  to  sut  these  fellows  at  large, 
would   be   tantamount  to   letting    fifty-four  born 
robbers  at  liberty  to   commit  dacoitie  and  rejoice. 
They  had,  as  stated  in  my  previous   notice  of  the 
occasion    (•'/•;    p.    -.M.)    recently  committed  two 
d.u\i::e>  ::i  v.eiirhbouriu£j'  territory,   at    P'trfrt^'  in 
JtVT    rr,  iiV..:  in  Kishenirhur  (nootv.  Rs.  lS.''»0Oaii'l 
^  '."'  i-c>vc.^:ivolv,'i  the  latter  on  the  biehwav:  aiil 
hi-  1  f.voo:lur  enttririses  on  hand  when  thov  were 
arro-ttd  i:i  Aimoro,o]ie  upon  a  treasure  convovthen 
about  t  ^  'ne  Tiospatched  from  Ajmere   by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Aeent  Governor-General  for  deliverr 
at  Kv'tahi,  and  the  other  u]H">n   the  /••'Vw'  or  stron^r 
dwellinir-placo  within  Aimere  or  f}<r  Tr^  •istfiyr  h'n^- 
.^*-  '•''.    These  circumstances  were  then  unknown  to  u? 
— they  have  leaked  out  in  the  meantime  ;  but  it  i^ 
noteworthy  that   the  banditti   came  into  Aimere, 
when    there    arrested,    in    small    parties,  nlrfm* 
iviim^'Ji'itrl'/  oft'  r  the  dofcoffh'^  'ifort.^i^id  ilirv'fi'^'ff 
LKinlt\c  I     T\\vi  vi^s^evi^vi   st^Nviw  \iv   them  on   arrest, 
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for  coming  into  Ajmere,  was  inimitable — "  there 
had  been  robberies  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the 
roads  were  not  safe,"  they  themselves  having  com- 
mitted them  !  ® 

31^f  December^  1867. — I  quite  rejoice  to  be  able 
to  say  on  this  last  day  of  the  past  very  busy  year, 

'  P.S. — ^The  whole  of  these  prisoners  were  nevertheless,  sub- 
sequently released  under  the  orders  of  the  Government  of  the 
North- Western  Provinces  (March,  1869  ;)  but  eight  of  the  number 
were  at  once  re-arrested  by  us  upon  charges  of  cases  that  had  not 
transpired  when  they  were  first  taken  into  custody,  and  being 
brought  to  trial,  were  more  or  less  sentenced.    The  other  enlarged 
men  were  also,  sooner  or  later  taken  up  for  dacuitie,  and  variously 
disposed  of.     Three  of  the  number  were  discovered  to  he  important 
leaders.     The  following  was  intermediately  recorded  of  their  re- 
lease in  our  diary  of  intelligence  :  **Sookha  Meena,  of  Shdj^- 
poor,  left  some  time   since  to  commit  dacoitie  in  Mulwa,   with 
a  gang  of  thirteen  Meenas,  dressed  up  in  the  blue  police  uniform.*  •  Vide 
Jeewun  Meena  has  now  again  left  ShAj4npoor  with  sixteen  men  footnote, 
for  M41wa  and  Guzerat.     This  year  not  so  many  Meenas  have  ?li  •:* 
left  Sh^janpoor  itself  as  from  the  Meena  villages  round  about  it. 
The  tribe  is  encouraged  by  the  proposed  release  of  so  many  of  them 
by  order  of  the  High  Courts  for  all  are  now  acquainted  with  the 
amount  of  evidence  which  is  required  for  their  conviction,  namely, 
that  except  there  are  two  or  three  approvers  who  have  actually 
committed  dacoitie  with  them,  they  cannot  be  sentenced, and  that 
00  they  may  go  on  committing  dacoitie  without  fear."     {Taken 
from  tfie  information  communicated  by  the  Thuggee  Police  saiut 
Thundoo. ) 

^'  Of  the  fact  that  the  Meenas  of  Sh^janpoor  have  felt  themselves 
encouraged  by  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  to  which  they  were 
subjected  previous  to  the  interposition  of  the  judges  of  the  High 
Court,  the  extracts  from  the  Diaries  of  Intelligence  regarding 
their  movements,  embodied  in  the  cover  noted  in  the  margin 
(Enclosure  22,)  will  convey  ample  evidence;  and  if  those  papers 
should  be  examined  with  careful  research,  further  evidence  would 
be  obtained  that  dacoitie  was  the  object,  as  it  was  the  result  of 
those  movements ;  and  that  no  restraint,  much  less  any  punish - 
menty  has  attended  the  license  which  has  thus  been  accorded 
to  these  men  to  go  where  they  pleased."  (Taken  from  Colonel 
Hervey's  Beport  to  the  Foreign  Office,  No.  1160  A,  dated  30fh 
Nov.,  1869,  para.  84.) 
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I  trouble  I  took  in  drawing  up  my  Repon 
sondition  of  Shekawatie  {vide  pp.  395  to  W, 
I*  wa8  not  in  vain.  I  have  been  sapportM 
lat  I  have  stated  of  tbat  unhallowed  P^on, 
ai  ;he  duty  to  reclaim  it.     Colonel  Keatinp 

I)  u    is  about  to  report,  that  its   coudition 
por«e    \an  all  his  experience  hitherto,  of  the  larrti 
'  conduc,..2  ^  '  '      [uite  agreed  with  me  it 

nooidi  of  the  pressing  neoeaaity  for  some  measure  of  securin 
wido,  against  such  a  state  of  things  iu  the  sense  I  harir 
to  s«> ;  advocated.  Colonel  Charles  Blair,  one  of  hi* 
8i4i%i5  a3siBtant3,f  proceeds  to  aesume  the  supervision  of 
t\7b^^'  ^^^  province,  though  not  yet  as  an  "  AssisUnt 
819 1  Md  General    Superinteudent." — This  is    but    a    hnU 

810  to  882.  * 

measure,  but  Jt  is  aomething  gained,  and  with  tbii 

Th*  Bueceas  1  close  my  Journal  for  1867  with  much  est- 

Appom^ 

msntofa  tent,  as  Pejiys  would  say. 

Britiah  L'll-u-. — With  the  close  of  the  year,  I  lose  mj 

sh^t"'"  '^^^'^  assistant,  Ciiptain  Jumes  Blair.     He  has  been 

witie        advancfd  to  tlio  political  charge  of  Touk,  the  s'l* 

Mahomedan  State  of  the  eighteen  forming  thecviD- 
BUTTie  geries  denominated  the  "  States  of  Rajpoot  a  nah-" 
officer  He  writes  very  agreeably  :  "  I  am  sorrv  to  leavt 
forVames  tlic  Df] iiirtiiiL'tit,  and  I  thauk  you  very  warnilv  for 
fi-'p  36)  your  kind  and  steady  support,  as  well  as  for  tii*' 

consideration  with  which  you  have  always  treated 
iHrnea"  D^®.""  lu  lijs  Report  to  rae  for  the  year,  he  wriW; : 
liUir  on    "  The  necessity  of  some  special  measures  for  lb< 

Dcp^K-^        '  Tliis  oslimnljlc  nm!  greally  liimoiitod  j-onng  officer— of  li^ 

Dient.         mark  ami  ]>rQnii9e — died  poon  after  of   imeiimciiiia  at   fi'uirwf'i*. 

to  tlic  poliiiciil  clinr^'e  of  whicli  province  and  its  conti(juuiu  Saw 

in  that  dircctiori  lie  had  meanwhile  l)een  transferred. 
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suppression  of  violent  crime  in  Shekawatie,  and 
the  border  districts  of  Jeypore,  Mdrwdr,  and 
Bikaneer,  has  at  length,  on  your  representation,  met 
with  the  attention  of  Government." 

[Post  scriptum. — As  this  subject  of  Shekawatie  My 
was  one  in  which  I  took  great  interest,  and  it  con-  fo'r^'thr^ 
eludes  my  Journal  for  the  year,  I  here  add  theQ^^°*^^ 
following  from  a  General  Report  to  the  Govern-  ^ »" 
ment  of  India  of  a  subsequent  date,  referring  to  General 
that  country  and  to  the  measures  adopted  for  its  te'ndentfis 
closer  supervision.     It  will  show  that  in  the  end  by'^th'J*^^ 
the  officer  appointed  to  the  duty,  was,  though  yet  Q^^enior- 
with  some  restrictions  connected  with  the  exercise  General 
by  him  of  poUtical  relations  with  the  neighbouring  cSn^ed 
State  of  BUsianeer,  constituted,  after  all,  an  assistant  john' 
to  myself  and  this,  too,  at  the  request  of  the  Agent  ^^'®'*®® 
Governor-General !  (vide  footnote,  p.  474.) 

"  I  submitted,  in  my  Report  on  the  condition  of 
Shekawatie,  that  dacoitie  was  everywhere  rife  in 
it  in  every  direction  ;  it  was  committed  close  by, 
right  and  left,  of  my  line  of  march ;    there  were 
daily  reports  of  it ;  and  that  their  unchecked  pro- 
sperity led  the  dacoits  to  extend  their  depredations 
much  in  every  direction.     To  confirm  this  general 
observation,  a  variety  of  particular  instances  might 
have  been  alleged,  but  I  did  not  then  consider  it 
necessary  to  state  them  (vide  p.  481.)     The  terri- 
tory was  well  enough  known  to  me  by  repute,  and 
it  was  to  satisfy  myself  of   its  real  condition  in 
respect  to  the  criminals  who  infested  it,  that  led 
me  to  travel  in  the  inhospitable  region  before  I 
should  submit  any  report  on  the  subject ;  and  lucrw 

K  k  2 
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onlj  gire  the  foUowing  extracts  from  the  jountlcl 
mj  Tisit  to  the  country,  in  reference  to  the  reffy 
which  wns  directed  to  me.**  (Here  followed  the 
extracts  referred  to.) 

''This   personal   experience,  and   the    rsillj 
heiaidm  behavionr  of  the  people  met  with  in  Am 
dreary  spaces  between  the  inhabited  parts  of  the 
neglected  region  (for  I  had  traTclled  in  oiiher 
desert  countries,  in  India  and  out  of  it ;)  the  wild 
and  frightened  demeanour  of  the  village  traders; 
the  terrified  looks  of  those  on  whom  the  robbers 
were  wont  to  prey ;  when  they  ventored,  which 
they  did  in  secret,  to  tell  me  of  the  oppressioii 
under  which  the  Province  laboured ;  the  fear  for 
their  lives  or  safety  which  marked  the  counte- 
nances of  all  those  who  had  anything  to  lose ;  tiio 
close  watchfulness  which  had  to  be  maintained  bj 
ourselves  in  bivouac  or  in  camp  ;  the  apprehensions 
of  my  baggage  attendants  ;  the  plunder  of  several 
of  my  camels  when  feeding  uncertainly  upon  the 
rare  trees  or  bushes,  or  at  best  their  unaccountable 
disappearance ;    the    hurried    movements  of  the 
occasional  convoys  ;  the  weird  looks  of  travellerSi 
and  other  painful  indications,  made  me  quite  sure, 
with  the  information  already  possessed,  that  there 
existed  here  a  state  of  things  which  demanded  ^ 
intervention  of  the  British  power;  and  it  was  in  • ; 
faithful  discharge  of  duty  that  I  presented  mysflK ; 
to  Government  with  my  Report,  and  proposed  the  J 
special  and  distinct  appointment  to  the  territorji 
an  officer  subordinate  to  myself  as  an  Airitt^ 
General  SupeTintenfvdetif. 


Som- 


Gt^nural  i-.-r  t:.^  ^..-■-  :---i  --''  -  ^  -i  ^^rj. 
ami  I  hii^l  bt-cr:  il^  -*.  r-i  i.  -"'  :  ■■-  f-  :  ;-:-_i 
havf  been  showa  tli:  i  ■ci*  zi.--ii;tL-  I;.:  ti-Li 
officer  rt'portfi,  &:':'rr  i  ~:.:  —  •—•  :t-l  tlt:  Ti- 
the tfrritorv,  tb:it  ie  l;.i  f:-_ii  ,:  ::.  •  n.  .r 
j/nii'^ni/ ^^-^''',  robi-'r"  l::  '•T.r.r  '.■"i.ii.r;".:  ii-.I^tt: 
and  unknown  j-trri::.;.  i-t  'r.ij.  ''.■.■..:■  r^:  ^'.^, 
thf  proffssioti  of  -n-L:-".-  -? ■.;!-■_:..:  r-.  -li  tI^t 
MHi'li  ifiiT'il  'ih'-  •'■i  <•'  l'  .  ■  r-  ■  ;. -■  -: '.* 
utflfe  hit  i/Ur-r-:A'x.' -  i.  /  '  .TiiiHrrr  ■.v.z.r  c.r.- 
ftiilcivtl  in  that  il;=li^ct.  ::  ^r-.-n.^l.  i:  i:.  •  -  -.> 

jn-u/.s.;...,,     Thv  lV.:::i'.:  Ar.^t  :.r   V.r-^r.  Tie 
confines  of  which  terr.:.r"  .:.   :1-    ..:-r..r..  ::,::- 
Ciited,  tt-rminatt-1  at  Sl-.;:i-.-,  ::;;...  ^--.T.-.u  ut  :•,■;■ 
same  time,  that  it  was  an  -ij.i'  .■;-;  ::i?t  -.:.i:  tLrr 
plundering  eipe'iitions  tL>-ri;  :.-::.--:  v.-^r^.  ::.  nicat 
inrttancus,  organized  bv  iLe  cLitf  T:..i;:'j:r3  '.■:  the 
locality,  and  wt-re  connivt-i  at  ar;'i  sht'-t-ired  hv  all 
the  Thiikoors  and  residents    cf  the    border    (■■I'h 
pp.  ai.'7,  311,  310,  317,  31!<,  iJiM,;  and  that  their 
depredations  were  not    coufim^d  to  the  territon', 
but  had  gmwn  into  an  •jf-H„',Zf.d  x-f.^'Um,  vhich  only 
activu  •in.l  "inform  inatnoi-l  4'..»ll  rtruie'li/.     These 
Rejiorts,  with  the  enclosures  submitted  vith  them, 
entirely  corruborattd  wliat  I  had  represented  o* 
the  country.     They  agree  also  with  what  haa  bi 
Bubmitted  of  the  general  hal)it3  of  the  robben 
Kajpootaniih  in  the   present    Report    and   in 
uccuuut!!  of  the  Bevt-ral   dacoities    committ 
them  in  different  parts  of  India,  contained 
t;nclused  two  Statements  so  fre(iUBnt\y  r^ 
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in  it.  Thus  confirmed,  the  appointment  of  an 
officer  to  the  triple  boundary  of  Mdrwar,  Jeypore 
and  Bikaneer  (the  regions  indicated,)  *for  the 
suppression  of  dacoitie,'  was  sanctioned  by  Govern- 
ment. But  owing,  as  I  believe,  to  the  introduction 
of  a  political  object  in  the  duties  of  the  appoint- 
ment, \rh\ch  I  had  not  designed  for  it^  namely,  the 
requirement  of  a  *  resident  officer,'  through  whom 
to  earrv  on  business  with  the  Bikaneer  Durbar, 
the  appointed  officer  was  not  placed  under  my 
orders  at  all,  hut  )iominated  solely  as  an  Assistant  to 
the  A'jent  Govt-rnor-General.  A  year  subsequentlj 
he  was,  on  the  proposition  of  the  Agent  Governor 
himself  (Colonel  Keatinge,)  also  appointed  an  assis- 
tant to  mijselr\  with  the  same  office  establishment 
alUnrr.l  to  the  A.'i'fistant  General  Supenntendent  for 
if-'  L'  'f'  r  I?'i}i-i'Of'''/ioJ(  States,   .   .   . 

•*  It  further  testimony  were  required  to  the  real 
0.  n  litioii  of  the  misgoverned  Province,  it  would 
be  iL'Und  to  abound  in  the  pages  of  the  Administra- 
tion Kej.orts  for  the  Rajpootanah  ^States  since 
published.  I  quote  below  a  few  of  the  passages" 
(niumo.,  eight  quotations  given,)  "  and  I  would,  in 
conclusion  of  this  subject,  submit  to  Government, 
that  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  the 
sup]»ression  of  the  predatory  system  in  that  direc- 
tiun  arcj  ].urhap3,  Kct  ij't  compht*'  *iion.j],^  or  suffi- 
ciently inviolate,  for  effecting  that  purpose.'*— 
(T'lL''  n  Jn>m  C<'h>/i4'I  Iltrr^j/s  iupi'i't  tu  the  Fvi'dp 
Of]ii''\  L'/i  tlir  (Ji'ri'fitlons  of  tlie  Tliutj'ie''  'nal  DocoHi^ 
Jjr2„trtm:iil  III  Xnilre  .S7'//...<,  Xo.  1160J.,  dated  30th 
iVofr.uUr,  1^^*:^,  vo.a*.  S'2  to  80.) 
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EXTRA  APPENDIX. 

(Eefers  to  Lord  William  Bentinck  as  Governor- General 
OF  India  and  the  Honourable  the  Court  op  Directors, 
IN  connection  with  the  Suppression  of  Suttee  and 
OTHER  Grimes.  Vide  pp.  73  and  214,  Vol.  I.  of 
''Some  Records  of  Grime.") 

P.S.  1892. — Finding  while  the  Work  was  in  the  Press, 
the  opinion  independently  expressed  by  me  in  it  as  to  the 
chief  cause  for  the  practice  of  Suttee  (vide  p.  213,  Vol.  i.,) 
to  be  further  more  potently  supported,  and  believing  that 
the  subject  may  interest  some  Readers,  I  ^ive  below  what 
I  have  gleaned  of  it  from  some  old  Numbers  of  the 
"  Asiatic  Journal "  obligingly  lent  to  me  from  the  Library 
of  the  India  Office. 

(Speech  of  the  Hon,  Hugh  Lindsaif,  Chairman  of  the  Court 
of  Direct  orfi,*  on  proposing  the  health  of  Lord  fFm,  Bentinck  •Pergonal: 
at  a  Banquet   given   by   the  Directors  of  the  East  India  J^^^or 
Companrj   at  the   London   Tavern  on   the  occasion  of  the  and  his 
nomination  of  His  Lordship  to  he  Cover  no  r-General  of  India,  t^o 
nth  October,  1827:)— *^  He  has  this  day  taken  the  oaths  ^^^^'^^^J 
as  Governor-General  of  India,  and  he  has  undertaken  the  owed 
mighty  task  of  governing  one  hundred  millions  of  British  their 
subjects  in  the  East;  and  from  the  well-tried  and  acknow-  J^lih^^^ 
ledged  talents  of  the  noble  Lord,  his  indefatigable  applica-  Hon. 
tion  and  attention  to  whatever  is  committed  to  his  charge,  Hngh 
we  have  the  most  well-grounded  reason  to  believe,  that  he  ^^o  wai 
will  execute  the  duties  of  this  high  and  important  trust,  their 
with  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  East  India  Company  and  tfuardian 
credit  to  himself  and  that  he  will  eminently  support  the  ^\^T^ 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  noble  house  from  whence  he  is 
sprung,  and  to  which  he  himself  adds  lustre,     I  have  now 
only  to  express  my  sincere  hope,  that  the  noble  Lord  may 
be  blessed  with  health  to  perform  the  arduous  duties  of  his 
high  station,  and  that  in  due  time  he  may  return  to  his 
native  country  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labour  and  the 
increased  approbation  of  his  countrymen,     I  beg   to  i^ico- 
pose  the  health  of  Lord  William  lienlinck,  auQi  «vxcc^^^  \»o 
his  GoverDment."    (Vide  p.  74,  vol.  i.) 

(Speech  of  Dr.  Phillimore^  one  of  the  Commissiouers  oj  ^^^ 


Jk  C  r.  IT.  >-|n,  lb  Pniiimi  ^ 
a*.  M>  duBtTTMi  Mm  Bam^maH 

«■•  alwan  kaowB  lohsn  fa«eB  M 
L  (Lad  Waian  Ba 


^M 


Mf:lHMi1  of  tlw  Boble  Lord,  tfa«| 
tte  Bawd  «f  Coirtrol "  fniie  pp.  fl 
«C  A»  -  Aflbtie  Jonnal  **  for  Nofa 
(Jfrf^M  4^irr.  i*»yNjM>,  8  Pn ft 
Cci^ny,  M  fib  Mmta  at  Ika  TndA 
At  fmctitM  «/  Svnu :)— "  That 
iMMMilwiiiM  ^m  oootifiBaaon  of  In 
H  af  *n«BiBa  ifcu,  ia  the  case  of. 
av«tna0  t^  dwtrDctMn  of  lifo, 
(■Ufaal  GaranBKDt,  Ui  inierposa 
and  iWTliirn  rNoan>«ii^  Uie  Hot 
ton,  to  butsmit  snrh  instnKruons 
VH^  d«rai  aoM  expedient  for  aco 
c«n»*Mat  iritfa  ftU  pnu:tic«l  ait«ti 
ttte  NBttresk." — MutioD  pat  and  car 
Ute-tv  bein^  no  more  thui  five  ban 
lire  {ridf  the  eloqnent  Debates  01 
409,  526,  621,  671,  tiS<9  aud  ti96,  i 
277,  405  and  4i*S.  toI.  xsiv.  of  the 

stilions  delusion.  Some  women 
delude  tbemselvea  into  a  belief,  tl 
existence,  thej  have  aJready  once  o 
rita,  and  tb&t  irhen  tbey  sIuUI  hare 
ther  will  then  be  admitted  iotoa  sti 
beatilniie."  (  rt'd*-,  page  66,  vol. 
JoumaL") 

[Motirf  fortif  introduction  of  U 
*'  Wbatever  may  be  the  true  origin 
barona  cuaWiii,  ^VexVar  W<i  "te^ssr 
motive  Vij  t\v«  c\tt^^csi'''Ti.'i.ew.cS. 
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this  inference  cannot  bat  be  admitted^  that  it  must  have 
taken  its  rise  from  some  very  powerful  consideration^  and 
mast  have  connected  itself  with  some  of  the  strongest  pre- 
judices of  the  human  mind,  to  have  become  popular,  or  even 
tolerated,  amongst  a  people  proverbially  remarkable  for  their 
tenderness  towards  animal  life  in  all  its  forms  '^  [vxAe  page 
258,  vol.  i.  of  the  New  Series  of  the  ^'  Asiatic  Journal/') 

(Reason  given  for  the  institution  of  the  practice  of  Suttee ;) 
— ^When  asked  what  the  Shastras  said  on  the  subject,  it 
was  replied  that  the  wily  Brahmins^  who  had  declared 
the  act  was  praiseworthy,  upheld  the  practice,  for  the  pre- 
servation  of  their  own  lives  against  poison  at  the  hands  of 
their  wives  (vide  p.  260,  vol.  i.  Hew  Series  of  the  "Asiatic 
Journal.^') 

{Per  contra,  the  honour  a  widow  is  h4ild  in,  exampled  in 
China.) — "The  Chinese  Emperor,  Kang-he,  introduced  a 
law  that  every  widow  who  had  not  married  a  second  time, 
should  receive  a  sum  of  money  for  the  erection  of  a  tri- 
umphal arch,  with  the  inscription  upon  it — •*  The  door  of 
chaste  longevity .''  {Vide  page  263,  vol  i..  New  Series 
of  the  '•'  Asiatic  Journal.") 

{Intention  announced  of  the  abolition  of  SuJttee:) — ''We 
hope  to  announce  the  abolition  of  the  cruel  and  inhuman 
practice  of  Suttee  under  the  British  Government.  We  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  as  we  hope,  that  the  intelligence 
will  be  received  by  our  native  subjects,  with  feelings  of 
gratitude  and  delight.  Should  the  present  administration 
(of  Lord  William  Bentinck,)  be  marked  by  no  other  great 
event,  the  truly  humane  one  of  accomplishing  an  object  so 
universally  recommended,  will  give  it  a  most  distinguished 
and  honourable  place  in  the  annals  of  British  India."  (  Vide 
p.  207,  part  ii.  vol.  i..  New  Series  of  the  "  Asiatic  Journal.'^) 

{Hegulation  abolishing  Suttee,  May,  1830 :)  Commences    , 
— "  The  practice  of  Suttee,  or  of  burning  or  burying  alive  finally  ^ 
widows  of  Hindoos,  is  revolting  to  the  feeling  of  human  abolishing 
nature ;    it   is  nowhere   enjoined   in   the  religion  of  the  Suttee. 
Hindoos  as  an  imperative  duty  ;  on  the  contrary,  a  life  of 
purity  and  retirement  on  the  part  of  the  widow,  is  more 
especially  and  preferably  inculcated,  and  by  a  vast  majority 
of  that  people  throughout  India,  the  practice  is  not  kept  up 
nor  observed  ;  in  some  extensive  districts  it  does  not  exist ; 
in  those  in  which  it  has  been  most  frequent,  it  is  notorious 
that  in    many  instances,  acts  of  atrocity  Yva^e  \^eeii^T^ 
petrated,  which  have  been  shocking  to  the  limdoo^  >3aftTXi- 
selreB,  and  in  their  eyes  unlawful  and  wicked.'*     ^«t^  i»V- 


\ 

ti 
K 

K 


V: .:  :: ;  -;-  ..■:::■-:•/ :  r-   ■.iVirir.g  the  practice.      (I7'/rp. ! 

V   .   •.   .  N.v  <.rl:>  .:  •' Asiatic  J.  uiu:il"  lor  Juue,  1830. 

'•'*:'"      .  .::'■"->*    to    Loul    WiUiam    Bentim 

-  -  :     .-'   /      \\—\K>ih    Jnlj,   I80O— /i-om    3 

■     *    •  "•    "^     /    Calcutta,    saying:)  "  tb 

>.    .-:-i  -f-    --.  i .:  ^  :'.:  v'.-ero>r  irrarituJeby  the  abolition 

:.  .  *:"•  --  >:.;:■.. i  ",.:*:. .r:'   a:::icl:iii  to  our  character  as  will 

:.  .-".  r  -^    . :    :-, 'Ji.i!t5i  aiivi  z-jalous  promoters  of  suicide 

.1  .  .  .  ^  ^— 

''•■-•  *-;..•'" * •  •  r  t\  tn  lie  co7i nt\r ions,  operatii 

■    :■  ".  -     ->     :"  :{\\  [  ■:•  priv.jo-^,  rtinlered  those  despc 

-.J  ■.-,--     :  :  .L  V.  *.:.:•.■.  :.  In  uds  of   Society,  and  of  ihi 

.  -.TV  ;\ji  :— .  ■..  .'lors  of  the  woaker  sex,  insomu 

:     ' .  ■■"^  . .  '-v  :.  V7-.  vi :::  vvirv  possibility  of  their  widoi 

..J  s  .'  -ii  *:.:.:■.:    .•:::.-./:i::io!U>.  thov  availed  themselv 

.  .  :.-  7   ;»:"  .'.-.ry   r  w-r.  ar.  I   •r:.!Vr  ^'it*  cloak  of  nli.lc 

■-  :  r ; .; .-.  j . . ".   :  1. ;.  :  r.-. .* : :  ^* 0  o :  l»  11  ruin  i;  w ido ws  al ive  uuder  ll 

:■->:    •-    •.:-.--:   v.s  vf  <cr:vw  or  despair,  iinuiodiately  aft 

:'..;  -•. .  ■.    -;  •»     :  ::.-.  .r  L:-.:<'\iV.>l<.*'     y  ]'i>ic  p.  'llo,  vol.  i.) 

■"".  :  :  .:.:.      .  rs  ;tvi,;od:  "  Tiio  practice  was  in  defiance 

:'  -.  ::.  >:  <,■..■•  l  ;•/.::..  vi::os,  such  as  ihe  0'''i'ajiu<hd.ls^  Vedc 

.■.-.  .•.•.'...    :  ■  ■    «.'■    ■'.  ar.d  it  wa<  also  in  direct  yiolatit 

;    .  .    "••■.:r..  .:y.e:.:    o:    Mit.i;,    the  tirst  and  tl 

..■■    \    -:     :  .-.      .  _  -"   :   "<.  .  -r-vcvt.  I  in  tlu»  :':  llowicur '^ord 

\  ^  "v  V    :::'■:.■   :\..   v:;::::i   I'ov^.i-iviuLr  :ill  iiijurie 

■  ^  ..    -:.Vv'    ^;::   ^.  :iv   i.i:::_:  t^v^  vy  ^r::>u;il  pli-ajur 

\'       **  ■  T  '• '. '       1  •  I  '^        1  ■  f  ^  *       V I  ^         M       ^  t' 

I  «        •    •  * 

^    -       ^       ■    ■  "    \  ^      •  •  ^  .!     ••'"  -5 

--     •  • "  ■   7.' .  ■  ■■     :      c-'  .   rrnij  • 
•  ■  .    /•     •     ■•".'•■■>..  .--(.r:  .'/■?/ 

...    vv  •. .'.  :.\^  ..  :   ^n:l■.■o  "lui-.i   iu?.:;  ;oo  I'-'iie  ti 

•  v.- 

1  '  "       '  '1 

:         ■  -.      \V        '■■.  "Vi'.-;    :;  1    iw.-rL  lu-nsi'-n.   th:ii    au  act' 

■     '       ■.   .■   '.. '  ...1   \v.".'.    lo  i'-.'::^.:r.o!r.o:':i:od   ;ts   oue  of  tl 

•  ■     :  .   -■  ■  v.*  -^   -'^   v.iiv  I.-,  r.isliiii's  ad!!i:iiis:r;i:i'.>n.  a::J  i 

■  ■..'  '..   -:  <■_::  -.1  ';  \>^i::i:s  tii:it  has  voi  bo-v.'U  cv!;rorrt 

:.  I:'  ...  <:.'..•:;■  :.  ^i  :i>  i:  is  bv  \\\c  i^rave-.-s  and  ;":i>i^i:t:iso  v 
:"i':-.   -•  <  :.    Lr:.irT\.  i    ;i:nv  T-iT  our  Hinii.^^»   ::nd  Maiu  :i:r«ii 

■  '.  v.-  -.•.-.h-j  vis.  r;:!i  iH-  T::i>r..v.si:-iiod  into  a  iiisi>^'firivi2 1 
:•.;:■:^Lr^■  i!.^'  i  <:  ;iv!is:.Ld  p:'iiA'a»;o  cf  t0'er;it:o:\  «.  r  T^>  ut 
\':..:-  ::•■•:•.  :!:.' i;r.!ili'l  ai-.d  iiuiubjeiu  rosn-.ot  lor  roiisrio': 
;;'.i\  v.'W'l.  Y\\v  ^,  u-aj;.  «-,  and  oustoTus,  of  all  classes  of  tfc 
i.:i;vvo  \>*'"'.uAvV*v\v^\\,  ^N\^\OvV  NN^  \\\\>\  ^xW  vivor  0011  timt?  to  1: 


Extra  Appendix.  507 

outraged  the  tenderest  feelings  and  strongest  ties  of 
nature ''  (viJa  letter  of  thanks  and  congratalations  from 
the  Christian  Inhabitants  of  Calcutta^  to  Lord  William 
Bentinck,  Governor-General  of  India,  p.  75,  vol.  ii.,  New 
Series  of  the  ''Asiatic  Journal  "  for  June,  1830.) 

{Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  Hindoo  com' 
mHnity  of  Calcutta,  bearer,  Bam  Mohun  Boy  :)  £xtract — 
**  That  your  petitioners  cannot  permit  themselves  to  sup- 
pose that  such  a  practice  ''  (as  Suttee) ''  abhorrent  to  all  the 
feelings  of  nature,  the  obligations  of  society,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  good  government,  will  secure  the  sanction  of  your 
Honourable  House,  much  less  that,  having  been  abolished, 
the  British  name  and  character  will  be  dishonoured  by  its 
re-establishment ''  {vide  p.  21,  vol.  iv..  New  Series  of  the 
".Asiatic  Journal.'') 

{Petition  presented  for  the  Hindoo  community  by  Earn 
Mohun  Roy  to  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  Lord  President  of 
a  special  Boyal  Committee,  17th  July,  1831  :)  states,  *' their 
decided  conviction  after  looking  into  the  Shapiros  and  Veda^ 
was,  that  the  inhuman  custom  which  had  been  abolished,  was 
not  authorized  by  the  Hindoo  religion.  They  observed  that  it 
was  first  instituted  by  certain  Hindoo  Princes /t>r2>rira^e  and 
personal  reasons,  and  they  further  declared  that  one  of  the 
most  important  injunctions  of  Menu,  was,  that  widows  should 
live  in  the  observances  of  purity  and  virtue  after  the  death 
of  their  husbands — that  they  should  lead  a  life  of  chastity 
and  austerity — but  that  they  should  not  destroy  them- 
selves. In  this  opinion  every  humane  mind  must  rejoice. 
Many  who  had  ruled  in  India,  were,  he  believed,  shocked 
that  a  practice  of  this. description  prevailed  and  themselves 
without  the  power  to  prevent  such  disgusting  scenes." 
(Fwfe  p.  230,  vol.  iv.  New  Series  of  the  ''Asiatic  Journal'') 

(Extract  from  a  letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  from  the 
Governor  in  Cotincil  of  Bombay,  I3th  March,  1830  :)  "The 
supreme  and  Madras  Governments  have  abolished  the 
practice  of  Suttees ;  and  the  measure  has  not,  so  far  as  we 
have  yet  heard,  been  attended  with  any  expression  of  dis- 
content, on  the  part  of  the  .Hindoo  population,  calculated 
to  give  alarm "  {vide  p.  107,  vol.  iii..  New  Series  of  the 
"  Asiatic  Journal.") 

At  the  Court  of  St  JameSy  llth  July,  \%^^. 
Present — The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majeaty  m  GovwicSA, 
^'  Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  t\ie  BoaxSi  ^.^Re^oT^. 
from  a  Committee   of  the    Lords    oi  B.\a  ^a^eat^'^  ^o«X» 
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are  as  remarkable  for  their  variety  as   the    races  are  by 
whom  it  is  peopled.     Proceeding  northwards  from  the  sub- 
montane tracts  on  either  side  of  theNerbadda  comprisingthe 
possessions  of  the  Mowdsfe  chieftains,  the  wilds  and  jungle 
intricacies  of  the  Satpoora  Hills,  the  safe  asylnm  of  the 
lawless  and  nntameable  Bheel,  differ  as  greatly  from  the 
cultivated  table-lands  of  Malwa  which  extend  beyond  them, 
chiefly  peopled  by  basy  husbandmen,  bat  occupied  also  by 
the  dispossessed  and  oflen  outlawed  Grassia  and  by  the  pro- 
claimed   Sondia,   as  the  latter   country   with   its  seldom 
occurring  hills  or  jungle  does  from  the  districts  of  Rdj'gurh, 
Hursingpoor,    and   Kilcheepoor,  which    together   forming 
the  territory  known   as  '  Oomutwara,'  and   abounding  in 
their  turn  with  hills  and  forest,  are    the  possessions    of 
another  race  of  Rajpoot  plunderers,  who,  emigrating  some 
centuries  ago  from  Oodeypore,  rose  into  consequence  during 
the  decline  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  and  under  direction  of 
two  brothers  possessed  themselves  of  the  territory  and  gave 
it   their  name — these   several    predatory  tribes,    Grassia, 
Sondia,  etc.,  being  only   more  civilized  than   the   Bheel, 
inasmuch  as  that  while  all  are  lawless,  the  former  may, 
when  not  driven  to  be  predatory  and  to  maraud,  be  induced 
to  labour  at  the  soil  which  the  Bheel  will  disdain  to  turn 
liis  hands  to,  or  will  do  so   only  by  compulsion  and  then 
solely  to  cover  the  occupation  more  congenial  to  his  nature 
of  robbery  and  brigandism.     Approaching  Gwalior  proper 
{Gird  Gwalior,)  we  come  upon  tilled  uplands  and  defined 
fields  curiously  deranged  by  hilly  wastes,  or  confined   by 
impenetrable  jungle,  this  teeming  with  an  occupied  people, 
that  solemnly  owning  the  absence  of  population  or  almost 
wholly    unpeopled;    while  the  open  and    wide-stretching 
plains  in  and  around  Gwalior  itself,  with  their  river  boun- 
daries and  occurring  wastes  and  forests,  hills  or  wilderness, 
whether  on  their  border  or  occasionally  interplaced  among 
them  (of  which   I  have  submitted  accounts  in  previous 
Beports,)  give  abiding-place  to  high-born  races,  turbulent 
but  impoverished  Eujpoot  and   truculent  Bedowreah,  the 
representatives  of   ancient  nationalities,  starving  man-at- 
arfns  or  bold/ree-Za/ice,  soldier  or  robber,  here  interchange- 
able terms,   as  troublesome  to    the  local  Government  as 
many  of  them  sometimes  were,  and  some  &t\\\  oc/(^vyci^d^^ 
are  to  the  Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  DepartmeiLt,  o^  -^Voxa.  ^^ 
SedotcreoA  Thakoora,  spoken  of  in  a  f  orxneT  "BLe^ot^*^  «t^  ^^^ 
moet  implacable  foes : — ^And  last,  "but  not  t\Le\eaaX  T«tQ»^"" 
able  ordisBimUar  portion  of  this  remarkabVy  diNeTO^  co\>sv- 
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3ine  to  the  forest  and  liilly  tracts  of  ^MMtUUnJ  1 
lelkhund,  abounding  with  States  and  Jagluni,cl  < 
I  e  chiefs  of   Jhan^,   Dvttia,  Jteinili,  and   Pvnoi 

friendly  to  the  Department  as  those  of  Jaiim*.  i 
nd  Baiida  tised  to  be  the  rererse.  Baled,  anlik* 
enerally  by  RMJpoots  themselves,  and  ialiat>it«d  hj  ! 
i  tnrbulent  people — Bond/lag  and  Btt-jh/loM  {IM  I 
BO  called  frum  the  word  Bti'jhel,  which  signifia  %  , 
lib,)   Hpnrious   races   of  Rajpoots  and    Bnbmiu  1 

.  j_  _....j    r ;ii — ^'imate  interooarse  with  tli« 

JkiaDuiiivdao  invatlers  oi  me  country — these  possesficTU 
stand  distinct  from  the  other  States  of  Central  India. 
I  snbmitted  of  Buudelkhund  in  a  former  Report,'  th»I 
'  from  its  many  pecnliarities,  its  divisions  of  tcrritoiy, 
direrse  jurisdictions,  and  wild  and  jnugly  natore,  it  coi>- 
tinoed  to  be  the  resort  of  many  lawless  people.  The  yn- 
datoTy  had  from  old,  always  a  secure  retreat  in  its  man; 
fastnesseB  and  strongholds,  and  VaroiU  had,  like  Tkit^i. 
always  good  shelter  in  it  and  asylnm,  and  the  DepartmeDC, 
therefore,  continued  to  pass  and  repass  throngh  the  terri- 
tory in  every  direction.'  Now  rocky  and  sterile,  now 
gn«nd  and  picturesque,  '  the  gh&ts  bold  and  abmpt  aod  i 
clothed  with  luxuriant  foliage  '  in  respect  to  Bun-lelfchimd 
proper,  tjio  hilly  imturo  of  which  is  acquired  from  the  lower 
ranges*  of  the  Viii'JIni"!'  stretching  into  it,  or  with  plains  of 
great  fcrtilily  but  to  a  vast  extent  desolate  and  utir,.'cl aimed 
in  respect  t"  tlmt  portion  of  the  province  wJiich,  commonk 
called  IhiijIi'-H.-htind,  forms  the  rich  territory  of  tbo  Ruler  of 
Kcwali,  of  which  the  people,  fierce  however  much  thev 
should  be,  are  described  by  Colonel  Meade  to  be  both  iDd'> 
lent  and  untrustworthy  and  less  civilized  than  the  iidiabil- 
anta  of  the  sistor  province^the  Baglu'h  of  Rewah  and  the 
Bim,h-Uts  of  Buniir-lklmnd,  like  the  Rajpoots  of  Gwalior  and 
jtlnlwn,  nro  justly  described  by  the  same  officer  to  havi?. 
however  widely  different  in  other  respects,  one  chararterisnc 
which  was  common  to  all — '  a  dislike  to  labour  or  service 
Rwny  from  their  homes,  taking  little  part  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  which  was  left  as  a  rule  to  the  ser^■ile  clause! 
which  abounded  iu  either  country,  and  seldom  entering  the 
iiiililarv  service  of  the  British  Government.' 

"  Atlhough  possessing  great  local  influence,  which  their 
high  birlU  tt«i  iVvcw  ie^ceiiX:  ^tci\n  \>li«  ^wa\*>v  rnlers  of  thf 

1  topartiti'^Dt'. 
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territory  give  them  a  claim  to,  and  to  which  the  circumstance 
of  their  still  being  the  leading  members  of  the  town  and 
village  commanities  considerably  contributes,  the  liajpootft 
generally  of  the  Central  India  States,  while  dangerous  as 
they  are    proud,  are    notwithstanding,    both  slothful  and 
inert.     Keenly  feeling  the  presence  among  them  everywhere 
of  the  hated  Mahrattas,  the  usurpers  of  their  country,*  and  *  ^^^ 
their  means  not  commensurate  with  their  requirements  or  Qriffin 
support,  the  condition  of  many  of  this  discontented  people  has  sometime 
been  described  to  be  most  miserable — but  that  there  was  a  ^g®*** 
Btrong  feeling  of  clanship  among  them  all,  which  could  not  be  ^neST'" 
too  warily  watched.     Thus  circumstanced,  while  all  secretly  for  the 
hope  with  one  assent,  for  some  opportunity  to  throw  oflf  Central 
the  detested  Mahratta  yoke,  and  the  most  look  forward  to  grates 
do  so  in  moody  silence,  there  are  many  among  them  who  too  supports 
readily  consort  or  connive y  which  their  influential  position  *^^8  state- 
enables  them  to  do,  with  those  whose  only  occupation  and  pro-  ™^ere 
fession  it  is  to  plunder  and  to  rob,  of  whom  there  are  so  many  in  his 
ready  to  hand  through  the  country,  account 

"  The  police  arrangements  of  the  different  rulers  through-  Prinoes**^ 
out  the  Central  India  States,  are,  moreover,  weak  and  in-  he  says  • 
efficient,  and  unequal  to  the  repression    or  prevention  of  *' Scindiah 
fierious  crime ;  while  the  intermixture  of  jurisdictions  and  H^oikur 
the  lax  and  venal  mode  of  administering  the  law,  offenders  are 
being  generally  able  to  compound  for  their  offences  by  pay- ^^^^^^^ 
ment  of  a  consideration,  afford  facilities  to  the  predatory  ^^p^Q^. 
classes,  which,  with  the  general  insecurity  of  the  roads,  are  gentry 
at  once  the  great  difficulty  the  special  Department  has  to  they  had 
contend  with.     In  the  period  under  report,  the  Government  ^^^^^^ 
Mail,  to  speak  of  that  species  of  dacoitie  only,  was  robbed  and  whom 
or  attacked  as  many  as  forty  times,  in  Gwalior  limits  alone,  they  still 
No  regular  reports  are,   however,  made    to    the    Durbar  ^Jj^»'" 
itself,  much  less  supplied  by  it  to    ourselves,  of  the  crime  (vide 
committed  in  this  range  of  territory.  Times, 

*' A  country  thus  circumstanced,  and  so  governed,  must  J^  ^'*"*' 
afford  ample  shelter  to  the  maurauder  and  dacoit,  of  whom, 
therefore,  a  great  many  of  various  denominations,  abound 
throughout  it,  or  roam  through    its  vast  extent.     Thug, 
Bheel,  Khunjur,  Sdnsya,  Mewdtie  or  Meo,  Meena,  Mdghya, 
Chrassia,  S6udia,  Budhuck,  Bedowreah,  Brinjdrah,  Gwdrriah, 
Mooltdnee,    Chuggra,  Khaikdree,   and  in  BendVsJtxMA  >(>Ki^ 
SunuAria — all  robber  classes,  eiicli  w\t\i  \t^  o^n  ^-xs^xxsv^^ 
system  and  caate  distinctions,  all  TaavvQg  cxVxii^  ^^  \ifi»J5X»> 
ret  none  regarding  it  as  criminal,  of  aW  ot  ^\lOTa^i^c^^^'^^™^ 
Jbepartment  under  me  has  from  time  to   um©  Te^oT\.e^»  t\\^ 
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In  another  compendium,  styled  "Criminal  Statistics" 
for  the  Madras  Territory  for  1867,  all  the  above  cases  were 
drafted,  on  the  other  hand,  under  two  heads  only,  **  dacoity," 
and  "  dacoity  aggravated."  The  latter  being  cases  in  which 
death  or  grievous  hurt  is  inflicted  or  attempted,  of  which 
there  were  only  twenty-nine  lumped  together  without  dis- 
tinct specification, — and  yet  in  the  previously  noticed 
analysis,  as  many  as  sixty-five  cases  were  numbered  off  as 
torchlight  robberies  in  the  same  period,  1867,  "against 
an  annual  average"  (as  it  was  described,)  "of  165  for 
four  years  past,'^  declared  to  be  the  lowest  number  on 
record  "of  this  hideous  crime  ever  yet  exhibited  in  the 
police  annals  of  the  Madras  Presidency,''  further  de- 
scribed in  another  Madras  Police  Report  as  "this  dearly 
cherished  crime  of  Southern  India/'  In  1868  that  description 
of  dacoity  in  Madras  territory  numbered  sixty-eight,  and 
fifty-nine  in  1869.  I  have  not  seen  any  statistical  returns 
of  the  crime  for  any  later  period  ;  but  the  above  rechauffe 
of  the  gleanings  to  be  acquired  from  the  Madras  Police  reports 
8n£Bciently  shows  that  dacoity  at  the  period  of  the  present 
Journal,  prevailed  throughout  the  districts  of  that  vast 
territory,  the  deed  of  local  or  "  home-made  "  robbers. 

But,  to  go  on :  the  "  house-breaking  cases  "  (or  gang 
burglary,  as  these  offences  are  termed  by  the  special 
Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  Department,)  amounted  to  6883  in  the 
districts  of  Madras  in  the  year  1867,  of  which  6168  cases 
were  by  night,  "  the  deed  mostly  (quoting  from  my  own 
jifeneral  report,)  of  the  particular  professional  classes — 
Korwee-Khaikarees — who  infest  the  Aladras  Presidency,  and 
who  consider  that  description  of  offence  as  the  masterpiece 
of  their  vocation  of  robbery,  committing  it,  as  they  do,  in 
preference  to  open  dacoitie  with  violence,  not  only  because 
there  is  less  chance  of  pursuit  and  capture,  but  because  it 
brings  a  larp^er  amount  of  plunder  to  be  shared  among  a 
smaller  number  of  persons.  The  amount  plundered  in 
'  dacoitie  '  in  Madras  in  1867  was  99,903  rupees,  in  553  cases 
divided,  say,  among  5919  persons,  that  being  the  number 
'sapposed  to  be  concerned  ;'  and  in  'gang  burglary  by 
Bight'  it  was  418,615  rupees,  in  6168  cases,  divided  among 
9«504  persons  similarly  ^supposed  '  to  be  concerned  therein. 
Taking  the  above  to  be  the  locally  supposed  number  of  the 
perpetrators,  each  robber  may  be  paid  to  have  got  a  sihax^ 
of  17  rupees  in  the  division  of  the  booty  in  '  daco\t\e»*  AoxjA*  o^ 
45  rupees  in  'gang  burglary/     The  pro\)aV\V\ty,\voN\e^^^> 
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t  tie  actaal  nomber  of  robbers  was  far  less,  and  «rfc 

shore    therefore    considerably    more."' — Id    aw/htf 

[  said  that  "  bom e -made "  (the   contentioD    of  xht , 

s    Police,)    wag   a    very     exact    description    of  till 

;s,    whether    "dacoitie"    technically    so    catted,    «, 

[  burglary    by    night,"    the    deed    of    professMiHl^ 

^  alB  ("  wandering  gangs,"}  infesting  the  Madns  ftfr; 

t       juy — "whose  abiding-place  was,  1  added.  "  in  Jfadnvj 

a     licin  " — and  that  tliat  conveyed  all  that  was  ever  wiu 

ot  ibem.—  /.„...     '  '>»el    JJervey'n  Beport   loSir 

Govf-nivient  oj  India  on  Dacoitie  throughout  Brilifh  Iitdia  » 

the  year  1867.) 
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UlFFICrLTlES    ATTENDIKO   TrIALS    ON   TBB   GeSERAL    CbUM 
IN   1-HE    fioUllAT    KeQDLATION   CoUKTB. 

)*,S. — Severat  dacoits  from  Hindostan  foond  deprvdaung 
in  Bombay  territory,  committed  by  myself  for  trial  to  » 

Bombay  yetsiona  Court  on  the  "  gt-iicral  charge,"  anderll<? 
5  f^pecial  Uacoitie  Aft,  of  being  "dacoits  by  profession  and 
belon^iiig' to  gangs  of  dacoits  while  engaged  in  datoiiie" 
(the  occurrence  of  certnin  instances  thereof  being  spieci- 
tifd,)  having  been  acquitted  by  tlie  judge  on  the  grunci 
chiedy  of  the  evidence  of  approvers  not  being  sutfit'ifn; 
uudur  the  Bombay  Laws  for  their  couvictiou,  i  npcriei 
the  occasion  to  ihe  General  Superiuteudont,  the  late  Si: 
\Vm,  Slecmaii.  He  brought  the  subject  to  the  notice  if 
the  Bombay  Government,  and  complained  that  iiombsj 
judges  should  be  slow  to  adopt  the  evidence  in  such  ca-e^ 
of  accocuplices,  aud,  unless  ilieir  testimony  should  r«eive 
such  ample  corroboration  as  would  be  required  ia  atj 
ordinary  case  of  mere  gang  robbery,  the  deed  of  Koi 
crimiuals,  they  should  be  disposed  lo  accjuit  and  discbiri-s 
prisoiiers  brought  before  them ;  and  in  lainencmg  is* 
occasion,  he  apprelieudcd  that  the  late  acquittals  wiMjiJ 
very  much  impede  and  retard  the  success  which  taijEi 
otherwise  atleud  the  attempt  of  his  sj>ccial  dcparimeni  i''  . 
put  down  the  system  over  the  Bombay  Preaideucy.  A'  j 
thai  eav\-j  Ymi^i -jf 'jui-  dncoitie  operations  in  that  direi'-  j 
tioiia  ^_V  b'^u\>i\.\\!:Ti.'0,'Avi'aA-&\e,>;TOa.\v-&*niW'i^^ii.-,mnt  forlW   j 
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circle,  and  hitherto  charged  with  the  suppression  of  Thuggee 
only,)    "  dacoitie "   was   understood  by   Bombay   officials 
generally,  as  a  more  systematic  plan  of  plunder  and  vio- 
lence than  was  pursued  by  those  who  committed  "  gang 
robbery ''  down  Bombay,  or  rather  than  was  then  locally 
known  or  suspected  to  be  so  committed ;    for  we  were  able 
later  on  to  show,  that  *'  dacoitie  '*  as  practised  in  Upper 
India,    was    very    extensively    followed    throughout    the 
Bombay  districts  by  professional  robbers,  and  very  syste- 
matically   carried   out.      A  long   correspondence   ensued 
between  the  judges  of  the  Bombay  Suddur  Adawlut   of 
those   days,  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bom- 
bay  in   the   Judicial  Department — a  gentleman   of    high 
ability,  afterwards  a  Member  of  Council  at  Bombay.*     He  ^^  zmX 
supported  our  contention,  but  was  strongly  opposed  by  all  Lnmsden, 
the  judges,  with  a  single  exception,  who,  on  the  contrary,  o^  *^6 
strenuously  argued  on  our  side  of  the  question.     The  latter  cfi^i^"^ 
gentleman,  who  was  another  able  member  of  the  Bombay  Serrice. 
Civil  Service,  and  a  practical  man,  was  at  a  later  date  sent 
round  to  Calcutta  as  the  Legal  Member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Government  of  India  for  Bombay.f  +  "^^  ^•^^ 

The  majority  of  the  judges  of  the  Suddur  Adawlut  phjnip 
argued  that  the  Bombay  Law  required  that  the  word  of  an  LeGeyt. 
independent  Bombay  accomplice  should  be  corroborated, 
and,  a  fortiori,  therefore,  the  word  of  an  approver  who  was 
not  independent  must  be  corroborated.  Under  the  view 
taken,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  dissentient  member  of  the 
Board,  it  was  contended  that  the  argument  would  be,  as 
both  accomplice  and  approver  were  similarly  situated  and 
the  word  of  the  former  must  be  corroborated  so  also  must 
that  of  the  latter,  ''the  weight  of  the  contention  was 
diminished  by  that  of  the  a  fortiori  and  nothing  more.*' 

Such  was  the  style  of  argumentation  in  this  case  of 
"Bombay  Judges  versvs  BengalJudges."  The  latter  were 
regarded  by  ourselves  to  be  the  more  practical,  Sir  William 
Sleeman  observing  of  the  proceedings  of  the  former  that  he 
feared  the  impediments  offered  by  the  judges  of  the  Bom- 
bay Suddur  Foujdari  Adawlut  "  were  insurmountable.*^  He 
directed  me  in  the  dilemma,  to  adopt  the  alternative  course 
in  respect  of  Bombay,  of  committing  my  cases  to  the  spe- 
cially constituted  courts  pointed  to  in  Act  I.  of  1849,  in  pre- 
ference to  sending  them  for  trial  to  any  of  the  RegulatioTi 
Courts  of  the  Bombay  Presidency,  a  course  w\i\c\v\CoWo'^^^» 
selecting  for  the  purpose  the  Politico-CriminaY  Cowtx,  oi  XNx^ 
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dacoitie  of  Putteh    Sing,  a 
Hdzirbdsh  (attendant  on  the 
person)  of  the  Jeypore  Raj/ 
is   shown   in   several   ways, 
and   it   is  proper    that    his 
conduct  should  be  seriously 
noticed:  (1st)  the  criminals 
declared  at  the  time  of  com- 
mitting   the    dacoitie,    that 
they    belonged    to    Futteh 
Sing's    Camel    Corps,    and 
under  the  pretence  of  exa- 
mining the  property  in  the 
charge  of  the  convoy,  on  the 
£px)und  that  a  duty  was  pay- 
able upon  it,  they  plundered 
it, — this  is  proved  upon  the 
evidence  of  five  men  of  the 
escort,  and  on  the  fact  of  the 
convicted  parties  belongiug, 
indeed,    to    Futteh    Sing's 
Bissdlah,  Futteh  Sing  having 
himself  declared  that  none  of 
his  Rissalah  were  able  to  be 
absent  without  his  leave,  and 
it  following  that  if  men  from 
his  corps  were  present  in  the 
dacoitie,  they  were  there  with 
his  permission ;    (2nd)  it  is 
deposed  by  iCiif  Ana,  the  Patel 
of  Ndngul,   that  when   the 
gang  was  assembled  in  the 
jungle  of  that  village,  looking 
out  for  the  arrival   of  the 
convoy,    a    mounted   camel 
sowar  in  the  employ  of  Futteh 
Sing,  continually  communi- 
cated    with    it;    (3rd)    the 
pardoned  accomplice,  Edm- 
bux,  has  declared  that  when 

^  Baj  is  the  fi^arded  expresBion 
med  thronghoat  the  proceedings, 
for  the  Bluer  himself. 


Thakoor  Futteh  Sing  Rha- 
tore,  a  person  who  has  access 
to  the  Sovereign,  and  is  his 
confidential  attendant  {Hooz- 
zoor-russ  aur  Mookurruby) 
should,  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Raj,  thus  openly 
have  consorted  with  the  in- 
formers and  the  complainants 
in  this  case.  For  the  Rdj 
had  from  the  first  been  averse 
to  the  pardon  of  any  of  the 
culprits,  as  was  to  be  seen  in 
the  evidence  given  by  the 
man  Rambhuggut  himself, 
dated  28th  June,  1867. 
Rambhuggut  is  there  shown 
to  have  declared  that  on 
Shuffec  Meean  telling  him 
that  whereas  on  his  own 
proposal  to  the  Buksheejee 
(Paymaster- General)  ^  to  re- 
lease two  of  the  criminals  in 
view  to  the  recovery  through 
them  of  the  plunder,  he  had 
been  informed  in  reply  that 
owing  to  the  Jeypore  State 
being  the  home  of  the  rob- 
bers, and  to  their  having 
committed  the  present  act  of 
robbery  so  close  to  Jeypore 
itself,  no  one  would  be  re- 
leased, it  would  be  better 
for  Rambhuggut  himself  to 
submit  that  proposal  to  the 
Buksheejee.  On  his  present- 
ing himself  to  that  officer 
accordingly,  the  latter  sum- 
moned  iShuffee   Meean,  and 

^  The  person  holding  this  office 
(Bokshee,)  also  acts  in  the  ca- 

Sacity  of  the  Minister  in  atten- 
ance  oq  the*  Baler. 


mtbtetimBuHj 
vrtad  OM  (or  ••  WOM 
umtA,  A'warf  Am  spoil), 
«Ui&  Air  fid  ia  >  Sold 
ktoBgtag  to  ITwM  itnd 
Cwrimi^  fttabnins,  iobabi- 
tonts  of  Niagol,  thtj  M^i 
Ih^  *a  «M  to  be  Uk^n 
■o  Fattah  Sns:'  (4U])  F.i»- 
UiSf<,  A*  Gomis&bi  of 
lfc«  plHademl  Firm,  de- 
posed tbat  when  ibe  convict 
iNffM  was  deputed  bv  tbe 
local  Sapfmsion  ]>[ttrt- 
■cnt  ortiCTntw  in  tbe  service 
«tf  Aa  Bij,  to  go  with  him- 
mU  lo  Pragpoor*  in  ee«rcb 
af  nCWr  aoeumplices,  he  pro- 
(veded  «tTaigbtwaj-  to  the 
fstd  Fatleh  Sing  bimself,  and 
d»J  aiit  ^D  /o  sMinrA  /t>r  any 
m'Miimljt,  for  Fnttfh  Sing' 
forbade:  il,  Irat  br  tteir  arrest 
the  Riatter  should  be  re- 
V««led,aiid  the  property  have 
to  be  T^^toretl ;  (SihJFntlth 
StDfT  appointed  Pursa  as  a 
ifovkkbif  (Infonner,)  and, 
acliofT  independently  of  the 
■ifiecial  local  Suppression  De- 
partment, sent  him  through 
the  B*ij  to  the  Pohiical  Agent 
himself  for  purwanahs  and 
iTiupprasseeailhroaghwhom 
to  arrest  the  criminals,  his 
object  being  to  screen  those 
of  cho  g;ang  who  were  m  hia 
own  service ; — if  Futteh  Sing 
was  not  himself  concerned, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  take 
nDj  part  in  tbe  inqniry, 
nware  ati  he  wag  that  the 
properly  conatituted  autho- 


ordered  him  to  obtain  tkfi 
restoration  of  the  ptnnd^p 
as  that  whatever  he  shoow 
recommend  in  furtherance 
thisrtof,  woald  be  attended*^ 
— whereupon  Shvjft'f'  Mreti 
ppent  200  rupees  among  lU 
Mookhbirs.  It  was  tbid 
evident  that  the  lUj  oi^ 
thought  of  redress  to  thC 
plundired  parties,  and  «• 
pnni^bment  to  the  oflendeH 
\Ve,  therefore,  consider  thiK 
it  was  highly  irregular  foe 
the  members  of  the  Low* 
Coort,  to  aver  that  the  R^ 
endeavoured  in  BeverBl  "'JJI 
to  prevent  the  criminiW 
being  forwarded  to  the  PA 
ticul  Agent,  and  to  ^^ 
matters  from  transpiring,  fbq 
it  can  never  be  suppoBW 
that  the  R4j  should^  fromai^ 
consideration  for  such  laf 
minaU,  cot  be  desirous  a 
their  punishment  (iitoozxrru. 
ke  khwahdn  nnk  Ji6n,]  *i 
coarse  so  likely  to  giveocttrt 
sion  to  evils  of  a  thonsWv 
sorts  !  Moreover,  if  FntlA 
Sing  believed  that 
persons  were  guilty,  eai 
was  desirous  to  obtain 
pardon  fortheni,he wasal 
as  a  person  who  had 
to  the  Sovereign,  and 
near  attendant  [hi 
)-iws  nitrmtHihuriub,)to. 
asked  for  their  pardon, 
la  havcoltiiiiiedit — paw* 
larly  when  be  had  in  it 
been  commissioned  by 
Maharaja  himself  to  hr 
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s  of  the  Oirrdee  and 
iddree  Departments,  were 
I  engapred  in  doing  so; 
)  that  Futteh  Sing  pro« 
d  the  Gomdshta,  Ham- 
ygut,  to  restore  the 
ider,  is  stated  by  the 
lashta  himself,  and  hy 
ree  Sing    Mookktyar,  as 

as  by  the  six  Mookhbirs 
he  case, — if  he  was  not 
iccomplice,  or  had  not 
property  in  his  own  pos- 
on,  how  should  he  have 
aised  its  restoration,  or 
t  forbidden  Kambhuggut 
i  complaining  to  the 
nt,  as  is  also  proved  by 
null  and  two  others  ? — 
)  when  Daloo  and  Roopla, 

criminals  in  the  case, 
(  arrested,  Futteh  Sing 

them  by  him  for  three 

in  his  Camel  lines, — the 
ence  to  be  drawn  from 
being,  that  lie  instructed 

not  to  reveal  the  real 

mstances ;  (8th)  when 
a  was  deputed  to  Ulwur 

purwanahs  supplied  by 
Political  Agent  for  the 
ose  of  effecting  the 
t  of  his  accomplices,  he, 
eh  Sing,  kept  him  back, 
deputed  him  upon  his 

business — and  in  this 
Br,   in   addition   to   his 

preventing  the  arrest 
he  criminals,  he  was 
er  guilty  of  interfering 

a  positive  order — for 
ih  Sing  has  acknow- 
^d  that  he  sent   Pur^a 


gate  this   case   and    obtain 
some  clue  to  the   robbery, 
as    to    be    gathered     from 
Futteh     Sing's     deposition, 
and  from  the  written  com- 
munications on  the  subject 
directed  by  the  Raj  through 
its  Wakeel.     It  is,  therefore, 
plain  that  the  part  taken  in 
the  case  by  Futteh  Sing,  was 
bv  the  express  orders  of  the 
R^j  itself !     If  the  Political 
Agent  had   submitted    any 
inquiry  on  this   subject   to 
the   Maharaja,  it  is   certain 
that    the    Members   of  the 
Court   of  Trial   would  have 
immediately  foregone  to  de- 
cide    so     unfavourably    on 
the    conduct     of     the    said 
Thakoor       (Futteh      Sing.) 
Moreover,  we  consider  that 
what    the    Court    of    Pun- 
ch ay  et,  presided  over  by  the 
Political  Agent,  has  recorded 
in  the  matter  of  the  criminals 
declaring  at  the  time  of  per- 
petrating the    robbery  that 
*  they   belonged    to    Futteh 
Sing's     Camel     Corps/     to 
constitute  indeed,  for  certain 
reasons,   gome  proof  of  his 
innocence  !   (1  st)  The  alleged 
declaration  was    the    state- 
ment of  parties  to  the  suit 
on    the   side    of    the    com- 
plainants    themselves,    and 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be 
believed ;     (2nd)    the    men 
composing    the    escort   are 
shown   in  their  statements, 
as  orujinallij  recorded  before 
the  rolitical  Aqeai^  to  V\»2<«^ 
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Court  (mooJcurrul)^^  the  Rdj 
was  of  course  aware  of  his 
complicity  in  this  case ;  and 
as  it  was  considered  that  his 
misdeeds  would  be  revealed 
if  the  criminals  in  the  case 
should  be  sent  to  the  British 
Agent,  the  Eaj,  in  view  to 
screen  him,  resorted  to  cer- 
tain courses  to  prevent  their 
being  forwarded,  by  which 
to  keep  matters  close ;  as  for 
example,  the  Bdj  in  one 
instance  wrote  in  reply  to 
the  several  kyfeeuts  (repre- 
sentations) which  had  been 
addressed  to  it  in  this  case  by 
the  Political  Agent,  that 
there  was  something  which 
prevented  Gopdla  and  Bhdra 
(two  of  the  criminals,)  being 
sent — but  the  excuse  was 
unreasonable  { pooch  ;)^ior 
there  was  really  no  obstacle 
to  their  being  sent.  It  was 
again  stated  that  the  plain- 
tiffs and  defendants  were  the 
subjects  of  the  State,  but  in 
point   of   fact   the  property 

*  These  two  eipressions,  Hoo- 
zoor-russ  and  Moolcurrub,  may  on 
other  occasions  be  differently 
interpreted,  but,  as  applicable  to 
the  person  of  the  Sovereign,  I 
think  the  meaning  here  given  to 
them,  conveys  the  sense  in  which 
they  were  used  in  the  vernacular 
text. 

*  Perhaps  the  proper  English 
significations  of  this  word  (Pooch) 
are  evasive  and  abmrd,  but  it 
would  sound  harsh  to  apply  either 
to  a  Buler,  although  the  ver- 
nacular text  would  seem  to  imply 
both. 


complicity  whatever  in  the 
robbery,  for  Bambux  has 
himself  stated  that  two 
months  subsequently  Gopdla 
and  others  told  him  that  as 
the  matter  had  become 
known  it  was  necessary  that 
all  the  plunder  should  be 
conveyed  to  Futteh  Sing 
without  it  undergoing  any 
division,  whereas  no  evidence 
has  been  adduced  to  prove 
that  it  was  so  taken  to 
Futteh  Sing ! '  It  was,  more- 
over, stated  by  Rambux  and 
others,  that  the  plunder 
was  divided,  so  what  was 
there  which  could  be  taken 
to  Futteh  Sing  Rhatore,  or 
how  can  his  complicity  in  the 
crime  be  said  to  be  therefore 
established  ?  If  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Lower  Court 
suspect  the  complicity  of 
Futteh  Sing  in  the  robbery 
from  the  circumstances  of 
some  of  the  prisoners  belong- 
ing indeed  to  his  service, 
we  consider  such  a  belief  to 
be  monstrous — ^for  the  fault 
or  crime  of  a  servant  cannot 
without  strong  proofs  be  laid 
to  the  charge  of  his  master. 
For  example,  the  British 
Government  have  many 
Meenas,  Bheels,  Dhers,  and 
Coiners  in  their  Regiments, 
who  notoriously  are  rollers, 
and  who  while  thus  serving 

•  Memo.  —  Rambux  deposed, 
however,  that  the  whole  of  it 
toas  taken  to  the  house  of  Futteh 
Sing. 
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iied  hij  a  Jinn  at 
[t  was  tbco  re- 
Gome  proofs  be 
the  gniU  of  tbe 
Thn«,  in  fihorl, 
)If  endearoareil 
jorcea  to  ncreen 
for  the  crimiiials 

to  Fatten  omg  s  Uamel 
Corp,  and  Kntifh  Siog  has 
lumself  statoii  that  tbe  K:ij 
not  ooly  did  not  sammoQ 
them,  bat  that  it  issned  no 
order  to  send  them. 

"The  Mitul  or  File  of 
Proceedings  first  receired 
from  the  Einperintendent  of 
the  local  tiappression  or 
Girraee  Department,  woald, 
moreover,  show,  that  the 
evidence  recorded  in  it  went 
to  establish  the  case  agiitist 
i'utteh  Sing  and  the  olher 
criminals,  hut  the  Misul  now 
received  from  that  Depart- 
ment ihi-ou'jh  the  H'ij,  cou- 
taius  a  stiitcment  purported 
to  have  been  made  by  the 
Mookhbir  M(,tet;  wLieh  he 
declares  he  never  gave  !  Ho 
H-isert:s  that  the  statement 
lie  really  made  was  signed 
by  himself— for  lie  is  able  to 
write  Hiiidee,  and  has  siyned 
several  depositions  in  the 
Ai,'ent's  IJllii'e  accordinirly  ; 
hilt  his  evidence  in  the  Misiil 
alluded  lo,  does  not  bear  his 
bignaturel'  Further,  the 
.'riL-  riliulTc 

.v„y 


tl»  State,  sometiraea  rrrcH  ' 
to    their   criminal    vocation, 
and  on  being  proved  guiliy 
■re  puui^ed  accordingly — 
bnt  no  charge  is  laid  to  thfir 
o^c^fs  on  sach  an  acconot ! 
Tbe  man  Punu  has,   more- 
over, stated  that  he  went  to 
Tirwa  to  seise  the  prisoiMr     I 
okat  by  the  order*  of  tKa  ^ 
i>iiksh' ejee  himitlj,  and  fas 
ha^i    furtlier     d.-cUivd,    for 

rta-.-v-    ^^■■■■l■!;    1.-.    \uif    glTWl 

on  the  Bnbject  of  the  'Oi^ 
feeling  which  existed,  that 
Motee  and  the  other  Mookh- 
birs  were  at-  enmi^  with 
bim,  and  it  would  be  no 
wonder,  indeed,  that  thej 
shoald  bear  him  no  good  miiSt, 
seeing  that  he  had  for  a  long 
time  been  himself  a  Mookh- 
bir  in  the  service  of  the  local 
Girraee  Uepartnient.' 

"  On  a  consideration, 
therefore,  of  all  the  ah>jve 
circumstances,  we  are  ef 
opinion  that  Futteh  Sinjr 
is  innocent  ofthe  charire.aiid 
thai  the  recommeudaiiun  fur 
his  dismissal  was  uuresson- 
able.  We  also  reganl  ibe 
evidence  against  the  other 
prisoners,  as  viewed  bv  tiie 
Lower  Court,  not  to  justify 
their  conviction,  and  we, 
therefore,  consider  the  sen- 
tences whieh  have  beeyi 
passed  against  tiiem  to  he 
unjust,—  uoi,  however,  thut 

*  It  is  not  clear  what  r^Iaii.o 
tliis  bears  to  the  prece-iiEj 
aryumeats. 
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Seals  and  the  sword  which 
were  recovered  from  the 
stolen  property,  were  recog- 
nized (Rambhuggut  declares) 
in  the  said  Girrtiee  Depart- 
ment by  himself  and  by  the 
man  to  whom  the  sword 
belonged,  and  to  whom  it 
had  been  shown  when  placed 
among  several  other  swords, 
— but  not  only  are  their 
statements  not  recorded  in 
the  Misul  (now  received,) 
but  it  contains  no  allusion 
whatever  to  that  matter ! 
It  is  thus  evident  that  all 
these  matters  have  been 
brought  about  by  the  Rdj 
itself,  out  of  consideration 
for  Futteh  Sing,  and  in  view 
to  save  him. 

''From  all  the  above  cir- 
cumstances, the  complicity 
of  Futteh  Sing  is  clearly 
established.  It  was  because 
he  was  their  accomplice  that 
he  undertook  to  shield  the 
criminals,  and  it  is  not  ad* 
visable  that  such  a  man 
should  any  longer  remain 
within  the  State,  lest  an 
increase  of  crime  be  occa- 
sioned, a  ground  for  com- 
mitting further  oppression 
be  afforded,  and  an  idea  of 
misgovernment  be  created. 
We,  therefore,  consider  that 
it  would  be  expedient  that 

of  the  Special  local  Department 
here  referred  to,  and  he  was 
superseded  by  the  Maharajah  for 
this  *'  over-officiousness  '*  in  the 
case. 


they  are  entirely  cleared  of 
suspicion.  The  man  Pursa, 
in  giving  the  reasons  for  the 
ill-will  which  existed,  de- 
clared that  if  the  Sircar 
should  even  now  be  pleased 
to  accede  to  the  terms  of 
his  oflfer,  he  would  still  be 
able  to  produce  the  criminals 
and  the  stolen  property ;  and 
as  the  inquiry  into  the  case 
on  the  part  of  the  Rdj  re- 
mained unfinished,  owing  to 
the  Misul  or  file  of  its  pro- 
ceedings being  sent  for  by 
the  Political  Agent,  the  de- 
fendants and  complainants 
being  moreover  still  in 
charge,  and  the  scene  of  the 
crime  lying  in  Jeypore  terri- 
tory, it  will  be  proper,  we 
think,  that  the  doubt  which 
these  proceedings  have 
created,  should  now  be  finally 
cleared  up.  We  would,  there- 
fore, consider  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  transfer  the 
case,  and  the  prisoners  in  it, 
to  the  Rdj  for  further  inquiry 
and  for  completion,  in  view 
to  redress  to  the  plundered 
parties,  and  to  the  punish* 
ment  of  the  guilty,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  customs  of 
the  State.  The  R^j  ought, 
however,  to  send  to  the 
Political  Agent  those  of  the 
prisoners  whose  names  are 
in  the  general  list  of  the 
Thuggee  and  Dacoitie  De- 
partment, should  they  still 
be  wanted.  Two  other  points 
may    also    be    bxoxx^X*    \ici 
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aaviag  now  t>e 
and  the  expulsion  of  Futteh 
Siag  from  the  State  recom- 
mended, the  ciise  is  referred 
to  the  Agent  to  the  Governor- 
General  for  confirmatioa.'' 


special  notice,  first,  tlie  im- 
position or  excess  {z^aAvtit^) 
of  which  BifhaTMi  Khan, 
the  Chobdar  of  the  Poliiiod 
Agent,  wi\s  gailty ;  and  next, 
that  the  transfer  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  case  to 
Ajmere,  before  the  consent  of 
the  Agent  to  the  Governor^ 
"  neral  had  been  commnni- 
cALcd,  was  contr.iry  to  Raie 
59  of  the  Regalalions  of  In- 
ternational Courts,  as  was 
duly  complained  of  at  the 
time  by  the  Wakeel  of  the 
Jeypore  Court.  These  pro- 
ceedings are,  therefore^  now 
referred  for  tjie  final  decisioD 
and  orders  of  the  Ageat  to 
the  Governor- General." 


AP1'E\DIX    E.     (Vol.    II.,  r.  4o0.) 
On    tiie    bdbject    op   the   Trials   of   Tuco    and    Dacoit 

CaHKS,      and      of      TUE     LKXIh:M:Y     OF      TIIE      SeXIESOKS 
OFTLN    I'ASaED    Ul'ON    THE    I'KliaONs    CO^iVICTED    IS    THEM. 

To^Licrijiliiin. :  Having  shown  in  the  qnotations  from  the 
instriiclioiis  of  Guvei'miifnt  given  at  page  4 18  to  4-jO  of  the 
Journal,  the  pccuHur  (.■irtumstances  under  wliich  it  is  not 
jieccf'.'iiiry  to  consider  wiicthi^r  a  man  sent  np  for  trial 
on  the  gciifral  chargi.'  of  "  bclongini:^  to  a  g:ing,"  took 
purl,  or  limk  any  part  (beyond  tJie  "  belonging,")  in  the 
ai'tujil  ]ier])i'lr!ilion  ul'  llie  spedlie  act  of  crinio  adihicej  to 
siippnrL  that  "  General  Cliar^je,"  I  add  in  this  place,  by 
Way  of  a  iitrtber  nienioraiidnni  on  the  subject,  and  as  nppro- 
piialc  to  llie  conteiilinn,  wliat  1  sobniittoii  in  regard  thereto 
at  a  sub^enuent  \wiicd ;  "  Lituiteil  sentence  men  make  very 
indiflercut  apptoveia,  o-ui  iNi©  vi^msX  ttiXifBR  \4  v<j-^^%vich 
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persons  when  candidates  for  appro vership,  or  for  continued 
employment  as  such,  upon  a  fresh  trial  on  the  Oeneral 
Charge,  that  is,  upon  a  charge  other  than  that,  or  otherwise 
supported  than  that,  for  which  they  were  previously  tried  ; 
and  this  is  done  in  view  to  obtaiaing  a  sentence  upon  them  for 
all  time.  For  it  should  be  remembered,  as  I  have  often  had 
occasion  to  explain,  that  these  trials  are  not  confiaed  to  one 
or  a  few  criminal  acts,  like  those  we  are  accustomed  to,  but 
comprehend  the  transactions  of  a  whole  life.  This  course  at 
once  secures  the  best  services  of  such  persons  as  approvers, 
the  sentence  passed  being  held  in  abeyance  during  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  stipulated  duties.  This  plan  of 
re-trying  limited  sentenced  men  employed  as  approvers, 
has,  however,  been  occasionally  postponed,  and  they  have 
only  been  sent  up  for  the  new  trial  on  fresh  charges,  on  the 
expiration  of  their  sentences,  the  object  for  such  new  trial 
being,  to  secure  a  legal  authority  for  their  continued  deten- 
tion and  employment.  Their  trial  was,  however,  objected 
to  in  some  recent  cases  in  Central  India,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  the  trying  authority  on  their 
previous  trial,  knew  who  they  were  when  he  passed  short 
sentences  upon  them,  and  on  the  further  untenable  ground 
that  the  specific  acts  of  crime  now  to  be  investigated  by 
which  to  support  the  general  charge,  had  been  "  men- 
tioned "  in  the  previous  proceedings.  Permission  to  hold 
them  in  continued  detention  under  requisitions  for  security, 
was  also  declined;  and  they  were  consequently  set  at 
liberty  and  their  further  services  lost.  They  had,  of  course, 
been  wentioned  and  several  other  acts  of  crime  besides, 
throughout  the  previous  proceedings — but  they  formed  no 
part  of  the  specific  act  on  the  former  trial.  If  the  prosecu- 
tion had  failed  against  Palmer  for  the  murder  of  Cooke,  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Crown  to  try  him  for  other  cases 
of  poisoning  in  succession,  and  to  continue  to  do  so  as  often 
as  the  prosecution  failed  and  until  the  catalogue  was  ex- 
pended— yet  all  were  casually  mentioned  or  adverted  to  in 
the  first  trial !  The  persons  thus  released  were  three  in 
number,  and  one  of  them  has  frequently  applied  to  me  for 
restoration  or  employment,  as  that  he  was  afraid  of  the  ven~ 
geance  of  his  tribe  if  he  went  hack  to  his  ^people"  (From, 
Colonel  Hervey*8  Report  to  the  Government  0/  ludila  ^  EoTex^jitv. 
Department,  No.  1526,  dated  Del Jii,  December  ^\»l,\'K^'^» 
/?arr/.  51,)    Memo, — He  rejoined  h\a  peoif\e. 
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"  I  woold  Doir  advert  to  the  Uoieocy  of  tha  Ma- 
ne bigb  Political  Officers  are  diepoaedlopttM  opes 
us  committad  by  oar  officers  for  trial  ia  lh« 
»ided  orer  by  lliem.  Thiit  leniency  desem*  tba 
«atina  of  GorerDmeut  if  it  ia  desired  erer  («  pot 
ck  to  profetnonai  dacoitie.*  It  is  ^wftjsdiffieiih 
etweeD  «a  indalgence  whtdi  enconragBa  crin- 
1  a  Beverity  which  prerents  the  awakemni^  of  thow 
igs  DQ   which  all   real  reforms  rlepr'n'l  :   t>nt   Um 

w  uujre  iui:iT.'itui  inau  n»  B[jziri;.     A  uvi'.  Li.ni 

from  dacoit  parents,  and  brooght  np  a  plonderer  by  pro- 
feasioti,  nevgr  forsakes  the  occDpation— -he  is  unfitted  by 
babit  for  any  other  parsoit — and  since  the  good  food,  eaf^ 
life,  and  absence  of  all  terrors  dorin^  imprisonment  in  any 
of  oar  jails,  are  rather  incentives  to,  thaa  checks  apoo 
crime,  we  may  &jrly  oonclade  that  he  will  retom  to  his 
old  trade  the  moment  he  ia  free  to  do  ao.  I  do  not  know 
of  a  single  instance  to  the  contrary.  Every  profataioHoi 
eriminal  reverts  to  hit  erimmal  vocation  at  toon  at  eovr  ke  it 
at  liherty  and  oblaint  the  opportuaittf."  {Qitotodfnntpara. 
64  of  idim.) 

And:  " On  the' accession  of  the  late  Colonel  Eden,  an 
ofIif;(;r  of  no  nifan  iibility,  to  theoffifo  of  Agent  Gru-tTnor- 
ii':iier.i[  for  llic  Siutesol'  Itiijp'xjtaiiiih,  the  Political  Offio-r- 
Hi.Tvinjf  iiinl(,T  liis  orders,  wyre  dirL-ctoiI  by  Him  to  a^e  tlio  r 
iriMiHTji;';  ire  triiil-i  held  by  the  lHtcrn:itionai  Courts  cf 
Wukei.Os,  in  hiivirif,'  convicts  p«nij*hed  in  a  mann<.'r  coni- 
mcTiHurrito  with  their  crimosi,  and  that  it  would  be  their  diiry 
to  Heo  thru  iltieoits,  '  who  wl-i-o  alike  enemies  to  everv  cla-i 
find  state, 't  met  with  punishment  proportionate  to  t:if 
heinoiiMK.-.sM  di'TCoi  ;  jiiiri  he  fui-lhe.-  suhmilted  on  tbe  sa\- 
yct,  in  his  AdIllilli^itrrltion  K^-porl  {for  l>t36— 1}7,|  that  :n 
criitiiiml  ciisew  -  tlie  londenry  of  the  seutences  wa<  towanis 
excc^iHive  leniency  rather  thiin  of  severitv.'  The  dl  efft-;:s 
of  such  h-uieney  have  otien  lieen  p'.iQt<-d  to  bv  mvseh. 
Kxiierieticcr  liiis  showre  that  a  prolessional  dacoic  is  ti-: 
(ieti'i-red  from  crime  hy  coriliiKitieiil  j'-ir  amj  ]■■  riod  ../,.,rf  ■  r' 
for  llfr.  As  1  li;ive  before  explained,  the  rules  of  the  LTinl- 
provide  for  the  protection  and  maintenance  of  his  faui^.y 
tlirouffhout  the  icrm  of  his  imprisonment,  and  on  his  libi^ra- 
tion  ho  is  invarialily  found  to  revert  to  the  active  eser.iv 
of  his  profession  '  with  a   zest  increased   by  the  temporary 
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interruption.'  So  assured  was  the  Bombay  Government 
of  this,  for  instance,  during  the  operations  against  the 
Korwee-Khaikdree  dacoits  of  Southern  India,  conducted  by 
myself  as  Assistant  General  Superintendent  for  Bombay 
Territory,  that  they  eagerly  sought,  through  special  legis- 
lation, the  course  which  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  or  at 
least  abate  the  evil  con  sequences  which  were  certain  to 
result  from  ill-judged  or  undeserved  acquittals  {vide  Appen- 
dix C,  p.  514.) — A  feeling  of  distrust  too,  in  the  evidence  of 
approvers,  would  seem  to  have  been  revived,  which  is  not 
the  least  of  the  difficulties  the  Department  has  to  contend 
with.  The  peculiar  nature  of  such  evidence  and  the  weight 
it  was  susceptible  of,  were  well  explained  in  the  Minutes  of 
Lord  William  Bentinck  as  Governor-General  quoted  in  a  pre- 
vious Report  from  me  on  the  Operations  of  the  Department 
in  Native  States  {No.  247,  dated  April  2l8t,  1864.)  The 
feeling  alluded  to,  may  perhaps  be  attributed  to  some  over- 
scrupulousness,  or  refinement,  engendered  by  a  greater 
familiarity  with  the  requirements  of  the  'Law  of  Evi- 
dence,' and  a  consequent  undue  attention  to  its  technicalities 
— or  through  less  weight  being  attached  to  such  evidence, 
than  has  been  declared  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  jurists 
and  professors  to  belong  to  it  {cide  the  opinion  of  Professor 
J.  R.  Young  on  the  subject  of  the  evidence  of  tainted  cha- 
racters.) It  was  very  strong  in  our  earlier  operations,  both 
in  Bengal  and  on  the  Bombay  side,  and  required  the 
utmost  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  Department  to  combat 
it  {vide  Appendix  C.)  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  fact  that  the  most  of  our  judicial  officers 
were  unused  to  it,  some  time  was  necessary  before  it  could 
be  appreciated  by  a  trying  authority ;  and  thus  the  first 
cases  tried  by  each  successive  judge,  generally  resulted,  as 
they  still  result,  in  acquittals,  or  in  minor  punishments  being 
accorded  to  convicted  parties.  And  when  a  judge  began 
to  understand  the  nature  of  the  evidence  produced  by  us 
on  thug  and  dacoit  trials  at  his  Court,  and  to  form  some 
acquaintance  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  people  by  whom 
it  was  given,  he  was  unfortunately,  probably  succeeded  by 
some  other  who  was  equally  new  to  the  work  as  the  other 
had  been ;  and  thus  the  contest  was  time  after  time  re- 
newed, and  former  arguments  again  and  again  put  forward 
with  various  successes,  but  always  terminating  at  first  in 
several  ill-judged  acquittals ^  or  in  undue  leniency  ^.qtw^t^ 
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Oa  (n<fe  P.8.  footnote,  p.  450,  roL  iL) 

!  80  distrastfnl  of  approren,  tt«  onljr  « 

proflueed  in  tuch  <a*ef,  that  their  nUiTe  a 

^dj  to  tOTD  to  advantage  the  pecaHaiitits  rf 

i^pofeitioQ  discovered  by  their  mperion,  beeaae 

(  in  Ecreeoing  the  offenders,  that  it  was  ottoa 

ossible  to  secure  oonTictioas  against  the  most 

id  the  worat  oE  the  crimioals  ^nt  np   bj  ns  for 

alwajs  diiBcolt  to  find  aoj  other  endanoe  to 

I  dacwta  in  any  particnlar 

act  ot  crime,  inao  t&at  lo  be  ootained  fr-jm  iheir  m-^oii'ii/^*, 

or,  in  other  words,  than  thai  of  npprocer*.     Their  syslem  i* 

organized  npou   a  knowledge  of  what   evidence  had  been 

deemed  anfficicDt  for  their  conrictioD,  and  what  not ;  aad 

it  wag  the  most  efiseiitial  part  of  it  to  remove  or  nullifj  all 

that  the  aoiiioritiee  by  whom  they  were  generally  tried, 

wonld  conaeiit  to  admit  according  to  ordinary  rales, — or  aa 

it  was  better  put  by  my  predecessor, '  their   system   tu 

formed  upon  tiie  experience  of  their  anceistors  in   the  most 

ancceesfol  modes  of  defeating  the  law  by  suppresaing  prooft 

fonnd  necessary  for  their  conviction  in  the  ordinary  Jodicial 

Courts.'     Ekplanations  of  this  nature  had  constantly  to  be 

repeated  and  Btill  a^jnin  BiiLmitted.*     Whi-n  th>?  diffi  Ti]-:"= 

wbii.'li  the  Depart  HI  t'Ut  had  to  contend  with,  aud  the  trouMe 

taken  liy  it  in  (jivpariiifj  cases  for  trial,  became  at  ionarlli  M 

be  iippicciatcd,  tecbiiieul  impediments  were  less  frequentiy 

met  with  as  loiij^  as  the  same  jmljre  retained  ofScc,  and   he 

began  ti>  un'i.Tsiaii.l  (in  cc-spcL-t  of  cvc-wiiuesges  ntbt-r  thnn 

accoinplici'.-.)  tliat  dm-.ijts  more  gi'uerally  {itf'fri,;;.!  „f  „:.:hl, 

in,./  ;„  >.,!'■},  il;s.,ni-eH  ll,'it  ,.;  uue  ,::,s  ulh  U,  ,-,c..'j„l:f  tf.-m. 

It  lia.l  frcijii.'iilly  been  discoVLTt-d  by  the   Department,  that 

wlierc  ini'ii  liarl  btfn  sciiff.'iux'd  undtT  ordinary  poliiv  action 

on   tbe  '  reciigjiitiun  '  of    sufferers   in  dacoities,   ^/icj/    wfe 

iumcn.f  n,.d  l,'»l  vlhn.-j  to  'lo  irilh  Ihi-m,  and  it  has'oa  its 

part,  tliercfim-,  rloebued  siiidi  evidence.     'I'lie  accused   had 

iii'iT)  rtii-|ic<icd   or  fciirod   in   tlic  iicighbonrlinod,  and  their 

names  witc  at  ojjfs;  given  up,  the  sulttTLTs  bciiipr  too  easily 

per-naili'd  lliaf  lliey  saw    ilirin    t.i    il,p  orl,   when   the    real 

(iffriidirs  jirobalily  lived  many  liundred  miles  off  and   kneiv 

notbin^'  about  tliern.     In  the   dacoitio   siatemonts    received 

in  tbis  uUico   from    JJenijal  and  some  other  provinces,  ii   is 

olten  stated  tliat  tlic  perpeti-ators  were  recn'jni^ed ,  and  men 

have  not  iiifrerpiciitly  been  arrested  on  such   evidence  and 
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even  convicted.  It  is  not  fair  to  ask  a  sufferer  whom  he 
suspects,  although  the  very  common  practice  of  the  native 
local  police  to  do  so ;  for  on  every  occasion  of  any  sudden 
calamity,  the  native  mind  is  already  too  prone  to  attribute 
its  occurrence  to  the  device  or  deed  of  some  real  or  imagined 
enemy,  not  to  be  at  once  prepared  to  swear  to  it/'  {Quoted 
from  para,  55  of  the  same  Report,) 

Further:  '*It  should  be  borne  in  mind, that  these  asso- 
ciations are  only  vulnerable  through  accomplices.  .  .  .  The 
rules  by  which  the  Department  is  guided  in  recording 
evidence  and  the  strictness  with  which  they  are  enforced, 
were  fully  detailed  in  the  Report  referred  to  *'  (paras.  12 
and  42  to  47  of  Colonel  Hervey's  Report  No.  247,  dated 
April  21st,  1864,)  "and  the  fatal  results  to  be  expected 
from  lenient  sentences  also  sufficiently  indicated"  (para. 
131  of  his  Report  No.  1 160  A,  dated  November  30th, 
1869.)  ''If  an  earnest  wish  is  entertained,  and  which, 
it  may  supposed  is  entertained,  to  co-operate  with  this 
Department  inputting  down  this  unmitigated  evil  of  sys- 
tematic dacoitie,  some  sounder  and  more  practical  view 
might  be  formed  of  the  value  of  the  only  means  by  which  it 
is  to  be  checked,  and  a  more  discerning  view  too,  of  the 
end  and  the  object  for  which  those  means  are  employed.  It 
is  indispensable,  moreover,  to  ultimate  success,  that  dacoits 
be  tried  on  the  general  charge.  Long  experience  has 
shown  that  it  is  of  no  avail  to  attempt  to  connect  them  with 
isolated  instances  of  dacoitie,  except  through  the  gangs  to 
which  they  '  belonged  '  and  by  which  dacoitie  was  committed, 
or  (except  on  very  extraordinary  occasions,)  through  any 
other  means  than  the  evidence  of  accomplices.  If  this  is 
borne  in  mind,  the  impression  so  obstructive  to  our  opera- 
tions which  dacoits  are  now  imbued  with,  arising  from 
acquittals  or  undeserved  leniency,  namely,  that  they  have 
only  to  abstain  from  confessing  at  the  final  trial  to  secure 
impunity  for  their  offences,  would  be  effectually  removed. 
The  persuasion  not  to  confess,  or  to  deny  confession,  com- 
bined with  the  rejection  of  the  proofs  to  such  confessions 
when  these  are  occasionally  made,  constitute,  as  my  prede- 
cessor also  declared,  the  greatest  difficulty  to  be  appre- 
hended in  putting  down  the  system,  and  I  earnestly  hope 
that  the  best  attention  of  the  high  political  fnnctionaries 
to  whose  courts  our  cases  are  committed  for  trial,  may  be 
directed  to  the  subject,  as  affording  some  fair  prospect  of 
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for  the  purpose ;'  was  there  any  reason  to  be  sure  as  to  what 
Mrs.  Jarman^s  object  was  ?     The  Fenians  must  be,  it  was  1,  .^® 


imme- 


saidy  as  well  aware  what  a  capital  defence  an  overproved  diate  re- 
case  made,  and  that  one  witness  like  her,  was  worth  a  dozen  1^8®  "  o' 
alibis.     It  was  not  contended  that  they  acted  upon  that  Jon^hree 
knowledge,  but  that  it  was  just  possible  that  they  mi^ht  being 
have  done  so  ;  and  if  it  was  that  witness's  clever  device,  it  Police 
might  similarly  be   supposed  that   the  two  men   in   the  ^^51^. 
Indian  trial,    Chupprassee    Choonie   Sing  and    Constable  and  the 
Ldljee,  upon  whose  evidence  chiefly  the  whole  number  of  '©"t  other 
these  men  were  convicted — who  were  related  to  each  other  ^^^ 
and  whom  we   now  know   to  have  been  their  allies,  did  wa9,under 
purposely  say  too  much  of  them  and  too  little  of  themselves^  the  orders 
with  a  view  to  their  release,  if  not  then,  at  least  at  some  ^*^®  _ 
future  period  of  appeal  or  petition  !     For  it  is  a  remark-  ment 
able  circumstance  that  the  petition  upon  which  this  case  N.W.P., 
happened  to  be  reviewed  by  the  High  Court,  came  from  their  **  °°^ 
imprisoned  fellow  constables  and  not  from  the  distinct  Meena  out  upon 
prisoners  themselves.    If  such  was  the  aim  of  those  two  men,  the  re- 
successful  as  it  has  been  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  prisoners  ^™™®^- 
whose  release  has,  I  regret  to  observe,  been  assented  to,*  the  High 
we  may  trust  the  local  Government  will  demur  similarly  to  Court,and 
release  the  rest  of  them  merely  because  those  two  allied  ***® 
witnesses  were  '  inconsistent '  in  their  evidence  as  viewed  aii  the 
by  the  High  Court ;  for  I  think  it  will   be  seen  from  the  rest  of  the 
information  which  has  now  been  further  recorded  in  this  ^^*^" 
case,   that   not   only   were   those   two   individuals   deeply  convicts 
criminated,  as  the  judges  themselves  frequently  suggested  followed 
they  were,  and  as  Major  Davidson,  who  tried  the  case,  had  *'  *  ^*'®' 
himself  some  suspicion  of,  '  good  and  honest '    although  of "per- 
he  pronounced  the  conduct  of  the  Chupprassee  Choonie  si- tent 
Sing  (one  of  the  two)  to  have  been,  but  that  their  evidence  action 
now  bears  an  explanation  or  construction,  from  the  further  ^^om 
light  now  thrown  upon  it,  which  before  was  hardly  to  be  upon 
commanded.     It  is  in  this  manner  that  what  appear  to  be  ^^^^^  '®" 
incongruities  in  an  account  of  a  matter,  often  turn  out  to  ^^^qJ^ 
he  conformable  with  truth  and  fact,  and  to  help  you  in  oessful 
replying  to  Colonel  Keatinge^s  reference,  I  send  you  my  results. 
own  oflSce  copies  of  Major  Davidson's  proceedings  in  the  narrated** 
case  and  the  comments  thereon  of  the  Judges  of  the  High  in  the 
Court,   with   my   own   remarks   in   the   margin   of   both,  footnote 
explanatory  of  the  case.     Pray  return  both  these  documents  497*^01 
to  me.     ,     «     .  ii. 
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dacoities  have  been   registered  by  members  of  the  tribe 
bince  admitted  to  approvership. 

"  The  judges  observed  that  the  then  recent  Fenian  triaU 
in   Irelandy   held   before   a   commission  of    three  judges, 
afforded  examples  of  the  course  which  ought  to  have  been 
pursued  in  the  present  case,  in  which  a  large  number  of 
persons  were  similarly  simultaneously    charged    with  the 
same  offence.     The  charge  upon  which  the  present  prisoners 
were  arraigned,  was,  assembling  and  making  preparations  to 
commit  dacoifie,  and  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Ajmere, 
who  tried  the  case,  considered  that  charge  to  have  been 
fairly  substantiated  against  them.     But  the  judges,  on  the 
ground  that  it  had  not  been  satisfactorily  shown  that  all 
were  Meenas  (it  was  subsequently  deposed  by  one  of  their 
own  number,  that  all  were  Meenas  except  two  who  were 
Thakoors,)  and  that  it  was  not  a  crime  to  be  Meenas,  nor  a 
proof  of  a  crime,  held,  that  the  mere  fact  of  their  being 
congregated  at  Ajmere,  and  having  some  of  them  swords, 
and  others  sticks,  or  a  few  camels  and  horses,  was  not 
sufficient  for  their  conviction  under  the   particular  Laws 
under   which  they    and  their  abettors   had    been   tried. 
By  making  preparation  they  considered   that  the  Indian 
Penal   Code    intended    something    more    than   the    mere 
assemblage   of  persons   for   the    purposes   of    committing 
dacoitie,  and  that  proof  was  necessary  of  some  arming  or 
equipment  for  the  special  purpose  of  committing  dacoitie, 
or  some  other  act  besides  the  7nere  assembling,  having  as 
its  object  the  preparation  of  dacoitie,  of  which,  in  their 
opinion,  there  was  no  evidence,  or  that  the  different  parties 
of  Meenas  had  any  common  feloniotts  object  in  assembling 
at   Ajmere.      An    acquaintance   with   the  habits   of  such 
criminals  would  have  led  me  to  reply  to  these  observations,  ♦  j^t  g  __ 
that  c{a CO t7^  certsiinlj  assemble  preparatory  to  committing  Some 
dacoitie,  that  to  preserve  secrecy  they  naturally  conceal  hundreds 
their  weapons  near  the  scene  of  the  intended  act  of  crime,  oyer'iSd 
or  put  them  away  somewhere  where  they  might  be  readily  andeandy 
found,  and  that  they  are  generally  only  armed  when  actually  regions, 
perpetrating  the  offence : — And  further,  that  the  fact  of  JhereT 
these  men  secreting  themselves  in  different  parts  of  a  city  were  no 
at  so  great  a  distance  from  their  homes,*  unable  when  dis-  stag© con- 
covered,  to  give  any  satisfactory  account  of  themselves,  nor*Uum* 
those  who   were   recognized   being  ascertained   to    have  yefc  any 
changed   their  names,   their   castes,   and   their  places  of  railway! 
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rraidMioe,  wm  of  itaelf  «  f«ir  proof  of  no  yood 
•nd  ihmt  considered  with  iho   circnmstaace   tfaat  >t 
w^  ksowa  Uwt  MtNMMS  were  hnbitaoS  dacoits,  ih' 
«m»yfrvm  tJuir  Aiiov*  in  a  fittlif  was  n  re«s<iiiab)e  eiMM| 
proof  of  f-Aoniatu   inlimt   wbt;a    Inkei)    with    tba    otl 
rinnimtiiwiii  aadtr  which  tbey  were  detected. 

"The  local  sothoriltee  had  coTi^ratalati>d  themaelTCB 
tlw  nceeBsfkl  arrest  and  pnievcation  «f  thi^ae  Ifeeoi 
■k  i^MMte,  and  t)ie  gtiod  which  ther  had  hoped  wod 
nvolt  thmfiOlB,  and  they  could  b>ve  huie  onticipkU 
thst  ■]!  would  ereDtuftll;  be  releai^ed  I  The  enctosnro  wu 
farther  show  ihe  eudeavours  on  the  part  oi  this  Depwl 
Uieat  to  KTert,  if  posEible,  tbo  miscfaBnoe  of  their  releaM 
and  that  1  Tp&tared  at  an  earlj  period  of  the  inqniry  ti 
go  tar  into  Uu)  ca»o  aad  to  submit  \o  ooti'-e  that  tN 
coarH]  which  a  perfrctly  organised  polico  macbiuery  wM 
able  to  pnnue  at  home  iu  proceedings  Heri'inst  Foniaas  41 
other  secret  aonieties,  was  hardly  to  be  accumptisiied  amo^ 
oomtnuDities  each  as  liiow  of  which  the  people  of  tin 
coaMlrj  wrrc  composed,  whose  sympathies  led  them  Ij 
lid*  with  criiDioals  rather  than  to  act  asain^t  tbem,  b 
tmcts  too,  HO  vttsX  and  so  Hraotily  supervised  like  tbcB 
•K'.wh  iKf  ■o.f'--!i'y::i!  'liT-.-it-  f.f  Iu<!iu  tr-.ver:-e(i  ^nd  com 
bined  io,  or  Meeua  robbers  infested.  Bnt,  as  alread; 
stated,  the  GovemmeDt  of  the  North-Western  Province 
decided  that  all  shoold  be  released. 

"So  that  neither  does  roll-call  prevent  the  Meeni 
from  qaitting  Shajanpoor,  nor  may  they  be  punished  i 
they  absent  themselres  from  it ;  and  if  they  should  b 
found  anywhere  else,  they  are,  except  fiagrcMti  delink 
eqnally  exempt  from  ponishment  or  from  blame  1  It  is  • 
rain  to  hunt  and  to  detect  them,  as  it  is  to  restrain  tboa 
The  design  to  reclaim  them  by  recourBe  to  a  mild  an 
reasonable  pressure,  the  charac  tori  alio  of  which  is  it 
marked  forbearaoce,  is,  alike  by  the  operation  as  by  (b 
disability  of  the  laws,  rendered  impracticable  and  withoa 
effect;  and  thus  a  wicked  people,  incapable  of  couceinB] 
the  Ufieful  restruntB  of  law  and  order,  become  yet  moK 
dangerous  to  the  public  safety  from  the  immunity  tfati 
wetness  insures  to  them  I 

"  It  might  be  inquired  what  was  the  remedy  J  The  ail 
of  tibe  ^ToaeiA  i«^Tt  haa  been  to  show  that  the  danger  d 
pro[eBaoi^\  dftco\b&  ^\'&vb%V«A&  -wi  *       ' 
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one,  that  it  was  in  proportion  with  the  difficnlty  of  their 
detection,  and  that  the  precantions  taken  against  the 
Meenas  particnl&rly  of  Bhajdnpooi;  situated  in  a  British 
district,  whoae  example  was  so  pernicious  to  the  rest  of  that 
tnrhulent  race,  were  not  always  sufficient  to  curb  or  to 
oheck  them ;  and  further,  that  the  lawlessness  they  enjoyed 
was  the  recrimination  of  the  Native  Rulers  and  the  chief 
difficulty  of  this  Department  in  its  general  operations 
against  the  tribe  in  Native  territory.  The  peculiar  con- 
figoration  of  the  border  where  Shajdnpoor  is  sitaated,  inritea 
coDsideratioQ.  It  exhibits  the  remarkable  feature,  that 
Shajdnpoor  and  the  villages  comprehended  under  it,  are 
completely  surrounded  by  Native  territory,  and  form,  as  it 
were,  five  diatinct  oases.  The  surrounding  territory  b 
characteristically  called  "  Be-amildiiree''  or  without  Govern- 
ment by  our  Native  policemen,  apon  whom  devolves  the 
arduous  duty  to  watch  the  Meenas  who  inhabit  Skajanpoor. 
The  criminuls  have  only  to  step  over  the  boundary  to  be 
free  from  molestation,  or  if  pursued,  to  be  safe  from  arrest. 
For  the  immediate  neighbouring  six  villages  and  a  great 
many  others  in  Native  territory,  are  all  Meena  tillages, 
when  pursued  to  any  of  which,  tbe  fugitives  are  certain 
to  find  a  secure  retreat.  This  fact  has  suggested  to  some 
a  re-distribution  of  territory,  by  which  Shajanpoor  and  ita 
troublesome  inhabitants  should  be  excluded  from  British 
possessions,  and  a  portion  of  the  Native  territory  which 
projects  into  our  frontier  be  taken  in  exchange.  But  the 
proposition  may  at  onco  be  rejected  as  incompatible  with 
tbe  dignity  and  the  inteutiou  aud  aim  of  British  Rule, 
and  I  would  prefer  to  leave  the  reclamation  of  the  Meenas 
inhabiting  Shajanpoor,  and  the  good  example  it  would  set 
to  Native  Rulers  iu  managing  their  own  unruly  subjects  of 
the  same  race,  to  tbe  burer  process  of  a  stricter  law  for 
their  effectual  repression. 

"  A  xpeeial  law  placing  Shajanpoor  under  police  surveil- 
lance, and  Meenas,  Buwreas,  and  other  predatory  tribes, 
under  special  police  surveillance,  and  legalizing  their  com- 
pulsory registration  and  enforced  presence,  would  disarm 
the  question  of  the  illegality  of  punishment  for  unauthorized 
absence  from  roll-call  of  its  present  difficulties,  but  it 
would  not  effectually  prevent  Meenas  from  absenting  them- 
selves notwithstanding.  An  ordinance  removing  Shajan- 
poor from  the  ordinary  criminal  jni'isdiction  of  the  province. 
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or  removing  the  Meenas  who  inhabit  it  from  its  proc< 
placing  them  under  special  administration  and  g 
tendence,  access  to  them  for  the  purposes  of  their  a 
pursuit  in  Sha/anjwor,  being  extended  to  this  Depa 
would  meet  more  readily  the  exigency.  The  special  I 
and  Dacoitie  Department  would  gradually  effect  the  i 
As  was  observed  in  the  case  of  the  Budhucks, 
class  of  equally  formidable  robbers  whose  suppress 
entrusted  to  this  Department  and  by  which  they  w 
prcitsed,  it  is  not  the  local  magistracy^  and  perhf 
loss  the  local  Native  police,  to  whose  office  the  n 
bility  of  the  duty  of  adequately  punishing  so  orga 
banditti  is  attached,  or  within  whose  competenc 
placed  if  left  to  accomplish  it  under  the  oper.ition 
the  ordinary  laws  and  agencies  at  their  disposal 
Huthority  alone  which  possesses  the  power  of  coerci 
dependent  and  influence  over  friendly  iStates,  a 
prerogative  to  adopt  and  promulgate  special  meas 
meet  sj>ecial  exigencies,  is  able  to  effectuate  their  i 
tion,  or  at  least  their  permanent  suppression,  and 
alike  our  own  and  the  subjects  of  other  Powers  fr 
j^oourge.  The  application  of  the  limited  means 
(li<pi)sal  i)^  a  mfiLfistrate  can  only  be  of  the  natur 
expedient,  but  if  the  evil  may  nut  be  fostered  by  co 
iin]nniity  and  success,  some  distinct  otiicer  niiirl 
advaiitji'JTe  br  appointed  to  the  border  indicated, 
with  )M)\vrrs  coniniensunite  with  the  occasion  ;  and  1 
in  conchi^ion  of  ilie  subject,  the  great  iin])ortance  o 
will,  1  trust,  be  accepted  as  my  excuse  tor  the  atte 
have  thus  ])ersistenily  endeavoured  to  gain  for  it 
length  in  tliis  ])lace,  tliat  the  object  can  only  be  pron: 
the  adopt ir.n  of  some  special  measures  of  the  iiaturL 
ventured  to  advocate.  In  the  lanj^uage  ot'the  c»ther  o 
1  have  aimed  to  point  out  the  dnjnus  rindicc  nn>h(<, 
means  are,  I  liumbly  conceive,  m  the  hands  of  the  i 
ment  of  India." 

Memo.  :  In  a  footnote  to  tlie  above  it  was  stai 
])ofore  the  introduction  of  the  Indian  IVnal  Code  i 
Punjab,  no  dilliculty  was  ex])erienced  in  restrict 
predsitory  tribe  called  Sfin.^i/nsj  to  their  colony  at  > 
but  that  owin.Lif  to  the  unbounded  license  which  hi 
coi\cedev\  lo  \\vvv\,  \\vi^^\Av  \vyU\u^  from  the  objection! 
k>civ\  ll\\:\\  CouyV  v^  \XiVi  \v.-'5Xvv\\\\\:^  vKv-^^'s.^^  \\>^<^^  til 
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_   nmnfitj*   jwii  Ltt4(f  ;;*;*«- UWr 

JMiiWi  iiiwiiliiii    II  :^  <(U«.'WiMitfl  >^i:  i^w- "  <<'>^AwW 
.ffiU;:*  w&miL  aatOf  iji  ^uwMhuSt^  »^  t^  HK^Wt  >^ 

bBnii^iiu&infl  V«  Wnw  t^.'M.■vi*|:n>^A  ^x  ^  /'J^miM 

ti  Inifik  will-  iMsv^tie^  M-.     \  m(s>jmM  V'*. 

[iar  Lao4  ll«n>  «»•  w^ry  iriMrwiVti  «H'A  if^iii/*mntr 

■araaU"  to  U«  uiil  or«li>r.     A  Uwl(t«(w  ttui  tt^vt\\\ 
'  tr  of  tb»  ltitvi<nitir-Uiiitt>ntr<  iVmhmI,  UvtW 
round  »  »lip  ttf  ymfft  KtiuiKtttu^  Wotul'iw:4 
tli«7  were  ducaisiog  .4  ifrc  .n  Jtt.l .' 
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Dacoitie  traced  by  the  Bmell  of  mnsk, 

a,  158—161,  218-221,  255—257  ; 

and  another  perfame,  161 — 164. 
Dacoitie  Statement?,  Report  of,  128, 

129. 
Dak  mnners,  457. 
Dalhonsie,  Lord,  242. 
Dalrymple,  Mr.  Juhn,  333. 
Daly,  64,  65,  127. 
Datoora    plant,    dacoits    and,    53; 

poisoning  by,  355,  356. 
Dayidson,  Major,  348,  367,  496,  531. 
Davies,  Captain  T.,  94,  218—212. 
Delamotte,  General  Peter,  29. 
Delhi,  1-21,  475,  479—500. 
Dennehy,  Captain,  28,  376,  490,  491, 

493. 
Deoli,  dacoitie  at,  22. 
Desf^m,  dacoitie  at,  125,  126,  282, 

289—292. 
Deteotiven,    amateur   in  a  case  of 

plunder,  336—338. 
Dew&li  festiral,  393. 
Dhoolia,  mail  robbery  near,  182. 
Dhoonsee,  dacoitie  at,  219. 
Dhooi&ya,  dacoitie  at,  472. 
Dhnrrumpore,  460,  472. 
Dhjg&m,  dacoitie  at,  74,  76 — 78. 
Dibyapore  station,  plunder  at,  440. 
Dinner  parties  at  Simlah,  138,  139, 

144—147. 
D6meB  (a  criminal  class),  73. 
Doonga  (dacoit),  364. 
Doorgab  Poojah  holidays,  362. 
Douglas,  Christina,  137,  1S8. 
Dowse,  Colonel,  219. 
I>ream8,  379. 
Dngshai  hill  station,  460. 
Dnka,  Dr.,  343. 
Durand,    Sir  H.,  40,  57,  121,    259, 

806. 
Dnrbar  of  Jeypore,  154,  233, 234 ;  and 

Soma,  316,  317. 
Dost-storm  near  Delhi,  21. 

Eclipse,  the  Hindoo  and  myth  of  the, 

i  39,  840. 
Eden,  Colonel,   62,   154,    283,  252, 

349,  402  ;  death  of,  433,  434,  442. 
Elfs,  85. 

Elgin,  Lord,  453. 
Eln^shwnr,  dacoitie  at,  419—422. 
Emigrants  as  poisoners,  189 — 144. 


False    money    coiners,     129—184, 

267,  268. 
Famine  Commission,  in  Bengal,  18, 

93. 
Famine  in  Orissa,  249. 
Fane,  Mr..  372. 
Faraday,  Prof.,  death  of,  305. 
Fenian  trials  in  Ireland,  495,  496, 

530—537. 
Ferries  across  the  Jumna  RiTer,  10, 

13. 
Forest  Department,  236,  237. 
Forster,  Major,  808,  809.    See  also 

Foudheli  tribes,  30. 

Fraser,  Capt.,  H.,  801. 

Freebooters    in   Gwalior  Territory, 

508—512. 
Frere,  Sir  Bartle,  17,  30,  81. 
Futteh  Sing,  122,  123,  233,  387,  388, 

441,  442,  516—524. 

GxycKP,  myth  about  the,  8 — 10. 
GetsB,  the,  193. 
Ghasee  (dacoit),  290—292. 
Ghazipore,  poisoning  at,  161 — 164. 
Gleig,   Major,   884,    335,    345—347, 

349—353,  856,  808,  368—870. 
Goad,  Major,  35,  36,  229—231,  371. 
Goar-Brinjaras,  the,  406. 
Gokik,  dacoitie  at,   197—205,  217, 

219. 
Goldsmiths  poisoned  in  Bengal,  1C6 

—158. 
Gomm,  Sir  Wm.,  4^2. 
Goondo,  the  banker,  198—202,  217. 
Gooroos,  the  431. 
Goozurs  (criminal  tribe),  241. 
Gopaul  (dacoit).  8 — 8. 
Goruckpore,  mail-bag  robbery  near, 

27,    28;  dacoitie  in,  72,  73.  272, 

438,  489  ;  murder  in,  391,  3ti2,405. 
Grassia's  daughter,  167 — 174. 
Griffin,  Sir  L.,  511. 
Gudduc,  dacoit  at,  159—161,  218— 

221. 
Gnjjadhur    Sing    (dacoit),    64—66, 

176,  293,  294. 
Gonthorpe,  Capt.,  367,  368. 
Gusplcheo  soup.  180,  181. 
Gwalior,    15,    16,    65;    fortress    at, 

452  ;  arrest  of  outlaws  in,  184. 
Gwalior  territory,   as  a  shelter  to 

freebooters,  508 — 512. 

Hackbtt,  Col.,  486. 
Haig,  Lieut.,  261,  262,  485. 


HamilloD,  Col.,  334. 

Hunilton,  Sir  Wm.,  372. 

Haiboonhi  (orimissl  tribe),  S40. 

Hudoutle,  LienC.  319,  3S0. 

HaKiresbHDg.  daouicis  in,  363- 

Hesm,  Ur.,  4>il,  1G3. 

Heber,  Btsbop,  uid  the   BcinjiimB, 

H^aiB  liilfe,  363,  364. 

Berrey,  Col.,  *t  Delhi.  I— 21  j  >t 
SimUh,  23—153  ;  Dad  Shoggea, 
68—62,180—1921  Crime  S  Cutis  tics, 
86—91  i  sod  faiae  money  ooincrs. 
129—134;  dinner  partv,  144— U7; 


pois. 
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Sigbway  doeoitie.  Setoi 


of,  193— 


Himtya  (dacoil),  101—112. 

Hindoo    pilgrim*.    S— 10;    bolidave 

and  bcJy  days,  338,  339. 
Hiodoos.  festiral  of,  393  ;  Birajaras 

as,  410. 
Hiamr,  dacoitie  in.  322. 
Hobboiue.  Lord,  aS, 
lIolidaTB  (Hindoo),  368. 
Halkor,  95. 

Holloway,  QoBrtermaiter,  4SS,  436. 
Holy  dnye,  freqaeocy   of,    10.   333, 

33a. 
HoDghly,  daCDitie  in.  19. 
HooBMii,  W.,  33G,  3J7. 
Horsley,  Ur.  Ralph,  94;  murder  of, 

460—473, 
Hotel  at  Simlah,  357. 
Undlestone,  Capl.  W.,  403,  403. 
HngliBB,  Capt.  G.  W.,  193,  1'.I3. 
Honaiira    (dacciitl,   and    moidei:    of 

Mr,  Horalpy,  J63 — 172. 
Hnrdwir,  &ir  held  at.  M— 10.  13. 
Hiirreo   Siug  (dacni),  a3-3.3,  201, 

381-287,  363,  364,  3(13. 


ISD 


lala  in.  S21— S37. 
■]iB,  37—43  ;  offioera 


Indian  Slaff  Corps, 

of.  ISC. 
Id  sea,  Uajur,  35S. 

.Tacob.  Goo.  -Inhn,  29,  30. 
Jail  goarda,  33!>. 
.Iain  priest,  miir.ier  of,  1—8, 
Jaia  tomple.  Bikanaer,  13,  1 1. 
Jiko  Hill.  Simlah,  32,  r,h,  365. 
Jalnah,  2J3— 375,  284-287. 


Jim  Sing.  167—175. 
Jinpaoeea.  47. 
JeowiiD     Sing    (police 

23,    3*.  34.  73—78.  94,  2S»— 2SS. 

853,  277—393,  366, 
Jeffrey.  Mr.,  19,  139. 
Jeffryt,  Arob deacon.  137- 
Jamilpore,    Brabmio    poiaoaed .  M, 

119—121. 
Jervia  Court -martial,  tha,  ITS.  m, 

217.  8IS,  359,  260,  865,   268,  vm 

-^71. 
Jeaaore,  daooitie  in,  458 — (60. 
■leypcre,  Maharajab  of,  11. 
Jbaonjooaoo.  395,  401. 
Jodbheei  Sing  of  Nadone,  359,  36a 
Jodhpore.  dacoita  in.  32L 
Jonei,  Ur.  (police  offioer).  246,  37L 
Jonei,  Sir  Wm-  361. 
Jowahirrn  Dnraea  (daooit).  177,  Sil, 

254,  273—293,  301—30:.  362,  363. 

867- 
Jobbalporo,  1,  23,  28,  5!,  187.  382- 

384  ;  and  Thng  depot  ■-,  39a 
Jngg^omitb  (d&coit),  3 — 7. 


I'llkurr 


t,  427. 


Karin 
Kiitiir 
Keatinire,  Col.,  402.  443.  471.  479. 

481,  498. 
Keir,  Sir  J  as.,  218. 
)Chaikar(>tR   tribe.   20,    73,    93.    \(i6, 

167,  257-2o9,  2R7,  268,  296~3W'. 

39:;,   393,    4^8,    4»J ;  dacoiiie    by. 

435 — 433;  approTBra,    36;  daooil, 

190.  191,  alS,  223, 
Eliaudeish,    dacoitie    in,    257 — 259, 

392. 

ish   Bbeel   Corps,   the,   IS3, 

Ehoj  Byscein,  the,  419.  422. 
KliQDdwah,    dacoilie     near,     273- 

279.  2S2,  2S8— 2i(2. 
Khnnjnrs,    dauoits,   101.    Ifi7.    1^9. 

172,   174,  198,  218— 2:!1,  240,393, 

393. 
Khntknrroes,  the,  294,  293. 
Kidnapper!  of  children,  439.  430. 
Kiaben   Sing  (dacvjt),   33—35,   2;>l, 

3SI— 29:;,  .143,349;  deatb    of,  '.>3, 

94.  3G2— 369. 
Kocs  ChAfBr  mnrder  at^  2S3,  891. 
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EooilitK  (dBOoit),  78, 79. 
Konrars,  lea  KfiaAaTtti. 
KanmirooB,  166,  tSS— 461. 
Kallolee  gang  robbery,  224,  226. 
Knndee,  trearare    conroj  Bttkoked 

&t,  B66. 
Knolda  Naik  (dsooit),  21S,  223. 
Eurtiil,  21,  474. 
Kntralgee  litlage,  196, 217. 
Kuuowlie,  23,  24. 
Kfiim  Bing,  263 — 285. 

LidXkhbi  UbnnrerH,  455,  456. 
lAdy  yisiCara  to  Siiolah,  177. 
Lahore,  case  of  poison  near,  179, 160. 
Law    afiBiost   false    money   coiners, 

132,  133. 
Iaw   for   the    Bappceiaion   of  poi- 

■onen,  143. 
Lairaoaa,  the,  aee  Brinjarat. 
Lawrence,  Sir  Uemj,   24,  154,  309, 

318—822. 
Lawrence.  Sir  John.  16,  21,  26,  30, 

57.  62,  71,  134,  135,  242,  245.  246, 

330,  372,  401,  403,  187,  4S8,  499  j 

andHatiTO  Bnlers,  43. 
Lawrence,  Sir  Alei.,  71,  389. 
Lawrence,  Lkdy.  "At  Home,"  136, 

137,  293. 
Laws,  British  and  Native,  r«  Thng- 

gee,  f"    ""  "■'    -" 


Lewis,  Captain  U.,  108—111. 
Liceoaa  Tai,  tbe,  16—18,  49, 50. 
Lindsay,  Hon.  Hngh,  501. 
Loekett,  Colonel  A.,  307. 
Longden,  Colonel,  3.>9' 
Loodiana,  traTcUera    poisoned  at, 

373. 
Lop-banded  pang,  the,  427.  428. 
Lncknow,  a  lecture  on,  249,  250. 
Lnkkor-Pnkknr,  a,  58.  231.  232,  341. 
Lnmbineea,  the,  220, 221.    See  Briix. 

Lamsden,  Ur.  J«mes,  515. 
Lamaden,  Sir  Peter,  68. 

McAndrkws,  Major,  US. 
Mscdonald,  William,  28. 
HacGilliTray ,  Captain,  425. 
Maoleod,  65. 
Madras,  dacoitie   in,   79,   298,  299, 

360  ;  crime  in,  86—94,  218—220. 
MadnB  Police  Beports,  612—514. 
iiaharajah  of  Jeypore,  11. 


MaO-bag  robbery,  27,  28. 
Uail-oart  robbery  at  Oomcrgah,  365. 
Mail  robberies,  com  pro  sation  fur,  14 
—16,  96—99,  182,  241—248. 

Mainwaring,  General.  272. 
Malcolm,  George,  25,  28—30. 
Malleson,  Colonel,  414. 
Ualwah,  robbery  in,  336,  337. 
Ifaine,  Sir  H.  8.,  18,135. 
Hanowt  pbeaaaTit,a.  414. 
UaniBeld,  Sir  WiUiam,  39,  67,  248, 

259,  260,  266,  269—27)  ,  360,  422. 
Ha  Triage  agents,  poisoners  distEoiicd 

as,  11 G— 121. 
Marriage   procession    despoiled   at 

Poonah.  112. 
Maasey,  Mr.,  16-18,  270. 
Ueade,  Colonel,  95. 
Meenas  (daooits),  15,  63, 65, 66,  74— 

76, 165 ;   at  Delhi,  20i   at  Agra, 

121—123. 
Meenas.  213—217.  232— 233i  dacoita, 

250- 2'>2,  321,  336,  400,  417,  118, 

491 — 198. 
M«hknr  town,  303,  301. 
MehtSb  Sing  (dacoit),  287-289,  368, 


Uerewelher,  Colonel  Sir  William,  3S 

-31. 
Metcalfe  estate  at  Delhi.  462-464. 
Meywar,  tortnre   case  ia,  322 ;    da- 
coitie in,  485-^»7. 
MhsDg   Rukhwaldirs,  dacoitie    br, 

416 — 122. 
Midnapore,  dacoits  in,  19,  31, 78. 
Uilman,  Bishop,  341- 343,  347,  349, 

357. 
Mftghyas,  the   (dacoits),  48,  49,  68, 

65.  66,  260—262,  4H5— 487.  489. 
Mohnapoora,  dacoitie   at,   122,  123, 

178,  179,  181,  182,  232,  233,  380— 

388;  daooitie   at,  464,  166  j   trial 

case  at,  516—524. 
Money,  Captain  Noel,  23,  144. 
Money  coiners,  129—134.  267,  268. 
Monkeys  at  Simlah,  232. 
MookhbirH  (inform era),  123.  121. 
Mooltani  dacoita,  99,  166,  235—257, 

410. 
Moona  Sing,  64, 184,  293,  £94. 
Morris,  Captain,  108. 
Hotee  Sing  (daooit),  73—76, 94,  281 

—287,  346,  349. 
Mnghs  (oooka),  136, 139. 
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Knir,  Sir  WOlIain,  57,  KS. 

WuUft  Jit   (dBcoit).   275-2S3,    3G3, 

364. 
Mnndee,  Rajah  or,  299. 
HnngDl  Khan,  491 — 1^3. 
Monro,  Sir  ThomsB,  213. 
Haek,  dnooit  traced  by  the  FineU  of, 

158—161,  218-321,  265-257. 
Motinf  medal,  tbe.  :<S4~386. 
Ufsore.  daooitie  in,  91,  29(1,  297, 

335, 190. 
Myth  kbont  the  Gaoges,  S— 10. 

Njiofobi  polic^e,  22,  32,  2E3. 
Napier,  Sir   Robert,  268-270.  160, 

the  snn  of,  413. 
NotiTe  jails,  ol&iming  priBOnBrs  from, 

114,115. 
NaH»8  Rnlers,  Sir  J,  LawrencB  and, 

43. 
NatiTe    States,  Britiah    oSeeri    nt, 

299, 300  i  dacoitie  in,360 ;  Thuggee 

Department   in,  58—64,   6«— 70 

Domp^naaticm   for  mail  robberies 

in,  95—99. 
Nimbhaira,  66. 
Niion,  Coianel,  486. 
Norman,  Mr.,  5 — 7. 
Norman,  Colonel Hoorj,  10— 16, 249, 

S50.  272. 
North-Weat  ProTiocea,  daeoita  in, 

91. 
Nnjjeeb  reliefa,  1,  216  ;  mnr-lor  bj  a, 

337,  233. 
Nntba,  262—265,  267,  123—431. 

On 


i  in  the  Slaff  Corpa,  sQpei 


abundance  of,  12S.   See  alto  India 

O'Meara,  llr.,  33. 

Oodah,   Rhatore    dacnita,   2.i2— 2S4, 
379— 2M2  ;  recnplnre  of,  182,  1S3. 
Oodojpore,  dacoitie  at,  435-187. 
Oomrao    Sing,   169—175,    1^5,   393, 


2«4. 


le,  dacoita  at,  76—78,  ; 


Oomnrgah,  robbery  a 
Ootradapet,  275,  276, 
Opinm,    ancceaafa]     trail     through 


it  of,  2 


-257. 


\ 


Origin  of  the  Shekiwata.  314—316. 
OrisBB,  famine  in,  £19. 
Oadh,  daroita  in,  91. 
Ontram,  Sir    James,   13:1,    ]g3,    ISl, 
212,  24H,  230,  3^-2— .321, 


P*DBa.iHlE  Chi^r,  491 — 193.  i 
PaBBt,  Lord  George.  473. 
Pandioke,  marderat.  S-fl 
F&rdheea,  tribe  of,  205—310. 
Peel,  General,  359,  360. 
PerfamR,  dacoitie  traced  by  naell  al. 

loS— 161,  218—221,  256— 2i;. 
Peraia,  serricein,  133. 
Peterhoa'(8imlah1.57,  SS;    ball  at, 

02  :  dinner  at,  134.  293.  360. 
PbinBi-Plirdbeea,trib«of.20S— 110. 
Phoolohnnd  (dftooil),  3— 7. 
Poiiooerg,   retarned  emigrant*  ■•, 

139—144;    in    BenitsI,    15(U-1»I ; 

dipguiaed  aa  marriage  agenCa,  1 1 J 


-121, 
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detected  throagh  a  petfnme.   li'l 

—164  r  by  Tbng  offapring,   187— 

189;  by  atrychDine  and  dhatnra, 

355,  3.S6. 
Police  adminiatration,  79-S4. 
"  Political   Skelohei."    by    CoIodbI 

Snthetlnnd,  223.  229. 
Politicg.CrimiDal  Conrta,  135. 
Pollock,  Mr..  376. 
Poole,  Captain.  108. 
Poonab,  d&coitie  at,  112. 
Preoiana  ihinga  sent  br  mail.  Tain* 

of.  43,  44. 
Probyn,  Captain   OliTOr,  183,  252— 

2j:.,  258,  239. 
Pdghe,  Mr.,  73. 
PqIIooi,  dacoitie  at,  2S0. 
Puniahmonta.  abort,  479 — 481, 
Pnnjab,  iiacoitio  in,  91,  240,  211. 
Pnnjab  chieftain,  a,  359,  360. 

Babsch,  Her,  Mr.,  415. 

Raoeoourae  at  Simlab,  81.  85. 
Rajpootanah,  dacoils  from,  211.  317, 

318;  Snrna  in,  325— S.'W. 
Eamnath  (daeoit),  281-287,  298. 
Handall,  Captain,  372. 
"      ■  Major,    I.  23,  28;  and  lh» 

1  Staff  Corpa,  311-13  j    pto- 

]  of,  99,  3S4,  3ta 
Raaaam,  Mr.,  31. 
~      irda   of    Shekawitie,    research 

lo  tbe,  306-323. 
Roily,  Mr.,  2,  120,  166,  157,  165. 
Rhatoros,  13,  14,  213—217. 
Rboiack,  robbery  at,  454. 
Kiddell,  Uenrv,  360. 
Rinds,  267,  268. 
Robbery  of  grain,  358,  859. 
Roberts,  General  Sir  F.,  SSI. 


Ranke 


Iiidcx. 
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fio^rSi  Mr.)  16. 
Bohiree  Tillage,  272. 
Bohilla  plnndererg,  801-~305. 
Boop  Nar&TTin,  preient  from,  862. 
Boaeg  from  Jnbbulpore,  47, 890, 391. 

Sadoollah  NIbb,  278—275,  279. 

Balap  Misree,  848—^45. 

SaUr  Jnng,  406. 

Salisbury,      Lord,     and    Colonel's 

JlllowaneeB,  42. 
Sanctnarj  in  Bajpootanab,  815,  816, 

825—888. 
Sinseei  (criminal  tribe),  240. 
Saunders,  Mr.  C,  189. 
Sdndiah,  66,  95—97,  127. 
Soot-Jerris      Coort- Martial,      see 

Secret  societies,  445 — 447. 

Selimghnr,  Delhi,  493. 

Sepoj  Berolt,  the,  228^  229. 

Sepoys,  pampering  oar,  226 — 228. 

Shajanpore,  15,  215. 

Shekaw&tie,  66,  129;  research  into 

the  records,  806 — 822  ;  condition 

of,  894 — 400 ;  people  of,  401 — 404, 

452,  458 ;  Report  on,  473,  474,  481, 

482,  498-502. 
Sheodeen  Meena,  178. 
Sheorijpoor,  dacoitie  near,  35. 
Sheppard,  Mr.  G.  F.,  258. 
Sberghdttj,  case  of  poisoning  near, 

14^-144. 
Shoes,    dacoits   oaptnred    by    the 

fashion  of,  182. 
Sholapore,  plunder  of  treasure  chest 

at,  101—112,  280. 
Shabr&t  holidays,  898. 
ShniJnir  (dacoit),  5—8. 
Shnrmfoodeen      (noted    poisoner), 

878—875. 
Shnttleworth,  Captain,  250—252. 
Simlah,  25>-455. 

Sirreeram  Shroff  (dacoit),  166,  277. 
Skinner,  Colonel,  484,  485. 
Slater,  Mr.,  424. 
Sleeman,    Sir    Wm.,    69,    876—879, 

406,  411,  479,  514—516. 
Solon  bungalow,  456,  457. 
SoolleidflBs  of  Shekawitie,  the,  899. 
Sowndha,  dacoitie  at,  22. 
Spioer,  Dr.,  58. 
Staff  Corps,    the    Indian,    87—48; 

oiBoers  of,  126. 
Stephen,  Sir  Jas.,  66. 
Stewart,  General  D.,  40,  269,  272, 

888,861. 
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Stokes,  Mr.  W.,  185. 
Strachey,  Sir  John,  88. 
Strychnine,  poisoning  by,  855. 
Suckntpoor  Ghat,  dacoits  at,  26. 
Sulla  (dacoitie),  22. 
Summer,  Sir  H.,  56. 
Sungram  Sing,  124, 125,  885. 
Sunndreaha     (thieres),     262—268, 

875-882. 
Suppression  of  dacoitie  in  Natire 

States,  811. 
Surna    or     Sanctuary,     32  > — 333; 

Colonel  Sutherland,  and,  315,  316. 
Sutherland,  Colonel ;  228,  312—815. 
Suttee,  suppression  of,  501 — 508. 
Sw&tees,  the  (criminal  tribe),  241. 
Swiuley,  General,  65 ;  death  of,  66 ; 

funeral  of,  70,  71. 

TiU,  the,  at  Agra,  19. 

Tarae  district,  127. 
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295. 
Taylor,  Colonel  R.,  113,  894. 
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Thakoors  in  Rajpootanah,  317—820. 
Theatre  at  Simlah,  254,  255. 
Thibetan  roadways,  388,  889. 
Thieves,  imperial,  491—493. 
Thomas,  Captain,  135, 186. 
Thompson,  Major,  22,  88^-85,  254, 

836. 
Threshing  floor  robbery,  858,  859. 
Thug  offspring,  poisoning  by,  187— 

189. 
Thugg^  by  poisoning,  2 — 8,  50 — 56 ; 

operations  in  Native  States,  58—64, 

66—70 ;  95—99 ;  Report  on,  158— 

155  ;  a  case  of,  179, 180. 
Thuggee  police,  murder  of  a  Dnffe- 

dar,  237—240. 
Thuggee,  443 — 451. 
Thug  poisoning  in  Bendlekund,  272. 
Thuggee  statistics,  845—847. 
Thuggee  Department,  and    Mutiny 

medals,  385,  88a 
Thugs  of  the  Brinjara  class,  411. 
Thug  trials  in  India,  524—537. 
Thull  Gh&t,  the,  192, 198. 
2Vm«s  oj  In^Mk^  and  Thuggee,  59 — 

62, 66 ;  and  compensation  for  mail 

robberies,  97--99,  241—246 ;  and 

Abyssinia  War,  306. 
2Vm««  o/  hsdtia  and  Colonel  Eden, 

484. 
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